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PREFACE 



TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



This Tolame originally npixutrcd in llw year 18&3. 
It met with ench a cordial reception tint the fint 
editicm wai loon exhausted. 

In compliance with the rejv>jit«d solicitaUotis of 
friends, tho author revised hii work, and omitted tome 
passage! for tho porpoBo ctiiefly of reducing ib bulk 
and bringing it more generally witliin the reach of 
purchasers. The second edition, tlitis improved, was 
pQblisbed in 1866, and sold bo rapidly (hot It has bwn 
out of print for some time. 

The demand for tlie book continncs, but the anthor 
is no longer here to prepare the third edition. On the 
1st of April, 187S, he was called (o hii reward, leaving 
behind htm the mcmorj of n learned, virtnona and 
tealous priest. 

Besides what was in tho second edition, the present 
votnme contains, in aa appendix, a siiinmary of the 
history of the Sisters of Chority since the death of the 
venerated Foundress of the Order, and the piw"* 
statistics of the Province of the United 8t»V« »« 
the year 1878. Thus supplemented, th« " ^^ *^ 
Mother Saton" ii again preMntcd to the xnA>U«- 
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PREFACE TO TUE FIBST EDITIO 



It contiot bo doolod that tba meaorj of Sin 
jiutlj doBorriDg of pnblio record. ITho eminent 
with whioh nitara ktd endoved ber, enbuioe< 
wcra b/ atndj ud nfleoUon, — bar pocnllul/ 
tempcnmoBt and itriat fldolitj in disobuptig t1 
ittUn of loaol and doHUtio Iif<^ altbongb living 
diitnotiag and onerntiBg inlMnec* of iho (m« 
die nmaAablo dnUBaUnoa of hoc MoTomo 
Calholid bilh, b defianeo ot the moat formididtlii 
tbat eovM be tbrown In tbo vaj,— tastly , the eiti 
design of Pnmdonee, bjr wblch ibe bceaine tbo i 
and fifflt nperior of a Bociot/ whoso mcmbcn 
ipread oret tnaj portioQ of the United Btatoi 
honor of nligion, the inrinietion of jovtb, ud i 
of raflbriBg bnmaaitjj—aTo eonndenllou which 
long Bioeo lo nqnire a more eitoaded notieo of 
bad jet boon ffnn lo the pvUio. Thora an fei 
in lifo aflbrding aa opporlnnitj Ibr the eieteisa 
oacfalncn that ahe did not adorn bj her Tirttm 
variooa relatiou of dangblu, wife, and mother, il 
ndTBObgeonalj propoood aa a model. In tho ord 
Bbe WBH forced lo enoonntor for the anecteBfal iiiT 
of religtona trath, and in the ■nbaeqnent praeti 
dnlicB which it inpoaed, ahe diaplaji an exua 
mnj not be nnproStable to thooe wbe u« engftf 
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JNwfpoUiUMBi lad ilcksoff— Iler •datmilon •( Catlitllotlj^ 
TItU to btr bMbM4*t grar*— Th« MMm. FUicclii— M n« Betoa 
Imtw Italj— SmUomdU daring tlM rojage—Arrirtl In Kfw 
Ttrk— D«Uh of MIm RobMea Setoa— Mrs. 8Hra oppoMd ia Imt 
rtligtMM rlewf— Tb« wan point Intlttod m bj Mr. FHlMbl— Coa- 
bntod bjr Dr. IIobMl— lib nbiliUoi mi4 itandlng— Argnmailf— 
BtlMOlM nf Mff. Boton't mind— Danger af bar fottb— Efforif af 
Mr.Anlbanj Fllleabi— CanmiU Dlthop Carroll— Mn. Baton's §■• 
torlar ilragglta— OomtM nnd InHmeUon af Mr. P. Flllaebl— 
Mfs.8aton'f trials and fantlacnti— liar rMolnUon— Lattar of 
Blabaf Carrall— Tba Inal datonnlnatian— AVh>»*i«B ^ Prataat* 
antlini Farrar la appraaabing tba MaraaMnts 

BOOK IV. 
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Mn. flaioa*! approeUtion af CalballeUj— Corrotpondonea wilb Rar. 
Mr.Cbafa r n i Otbar dargyman—Perwentlon ftom bar faiillj— 
Bar toaiporal afalra— Mr. Filleebri tubttaatial friandablp— Uar 
aaaa plaaed at eallega— Datlj dnUet— Pla«j aad faltb— Initraa. 
tiaaa af Bar. Mr. Tiftarani— Mn. Satan reeairai tba ncramanl 
af aaalnnation — Mcftrt. Filieebl aad Tltaaraat ambark for 
Bn r o p a Batotloai batvaea Mr. Filieebl aad Mrs. 8etoa->IIer da- 
par ta i an t tovard Protetlania— Intoreavrse between bar and Miea 
Oeellla 8eton->Canrenian af tba latter— Her berale faltb— In- 
flfiateJ appoeltloa to Mn. Baton— liar new friendt— Example of 
ber ilitar-ln-Uw and benelf— Inftmetlan of bar ablldren— Sbe 
■aati Bar. Wlltlam Dabanrg— Kaw plana— Cenfen wllb Bltbap 
O a rre W V lewi af Meem. Matlgnan and Cbereraa— Renarkabto 
pndlatlaa af tba famMr— Katiee of Mr. Dnbanrg— DiAenltlee af 
Mn.Batan'f petition In Kew York— Sbe eontnlla Dbbop Carroll— 
Mil adrlea— Another tnterrlew with Mr. Dnboarg— Bbe raaalrea 
to iaiaaaea aa lattltatlaa to Baltiaora— Plaa af Mr. Dabanrg . Ill 

BOOK ▼. 

||it.Bataa aaibarbe far DaItlmofo**IIer lantlmanto daring tba 
T^ynga aad aa bar airiral— liar laae reiaarad to Bt Mary*! CaDega 
— Attoatlaaa raeeired bj ber— llapplneii In ber new altaatiaa 

, ^tattor fraa Mr. Fnieebl— Bba writao to bin— Die gaaeraill/-> 
OainaaaaaaMfal af aa aeadany— BxereUea af tbe •ebaal— Bar* 
l^etor Babade'-Flrtt eaaiinaatoa— Mlet llarrial Beton— Mn. Ba- 
toa'to altaabaMal to bar aad ber elitari— Pleijr af Mies Ceetlto 
iito a O s r rsspaa d a ac a batwaaa ba^ aad Mrs. Batoa's trsi 
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atota-Beaariiabto ealaddaaea— Project af a work of cbarity— 
Mr. Basiael Cooper— Parcbasa af toad aaar EmawtUbarg— Bar. 
Jaba Dabala-Daglaatap af Mt St Mary's College-Predletloa of 
Ber.Mr.Cbereras-Mn. Betoa U jolaed by otben-IIer bandllty 
.-CoataaM aad exercise af tba sUlen— Mrfc Betoa Wads bertelf 
by Yow-Naaw af tba saelely-Fnrtber aaeewlons-MUs Ceeilto 
Batoa's slakasss aad rayaga ta Daltl«ara— Motbar Betoa axaa* 
paales bar to B«aiatlsbarg— Her slstor lUrriel's aaaraniea . . SIS 

BOOK VL 

Matbar Betoa aad bar compaalani remote to 8t Joeepb'i Valley— 
Tba aaaraataal bonio— Elements of tbe sleterbood— Design of 
tba iaatltata-Its mtot-Flnt relreat— Coanfols of tba Baperlar 
— Diselpllaa enforced— Employment af tba flstert— Priratloas— 
Miss Harriet Seton— Her ferrent piety and deatb— Bympalby for 
Matbar Beton- Tbe eomainnlty more to a new balldtag— Bebaal 
eommeaced-Illncss and dcalb of Cecllto Betoa-Coadltlea of 
tbe Instltetlon— Visit of Dlsbop Cbereras— Ber. Joba B.Darid 
— Baeoad fotwat— Corns pondcnco between Motber Betoa aad Mr. 
Flllcebl-Her gralltado-Elforis for tba parmaaeacy af tba baasa t4l 

BOOK VIL 

Colaay of BUten eipected from rnaca-Tbclr dlsappalatsnat- 
Origla aad diffaelon of Ibo " Daagbten af Cbarity"— Oljeet aad 
spirit af tba soclely-aoTemmant af 81. Joseph's noasa-Matber 
Baton's pecnlUr position— Bbe consnlls Arcbblsbop Cbrroll— Ills 
adrlea ta ber, and approral af Iba lalaa— Adoptlea of tbam bj 
tba aammaally-Flnal conlrmaUaa— Matbar Bataa's bamttlty— 
First eleeUaa af o«cers-Costume of tbe Blstera— lacreasa af tba 
Bodety— Bister Annlna Betoa— ller Ulaasi^ ptaly, aad dealb— 
Matbar Beton's santlmento 

BOOK VIIL 

Bar. BUnaa 0. Dmt6 bocomes tbe anlrisat of Mr. Dabots— Uba- 
rioas ebarga of tbe latter— Kotlea af Mr. Bratl— Anbbtsbop Car- 
roll rlslU tbe slsterbood— Ferrer of the commnnlty- VIrtaes of 
Bister MarU Mnrpby— Jler nines! and deslb— Spirit of portHy 
at Bt Jeeepb's— Flnt rows— I«cf sons and example of Mother Ba- 
toa— Daatbi In tba eammnnlly— BIrien Eteanar Thsmpsea* 
Baaadlato Corish, Agnes IKify, and Catharine Mnlh^i— BIstcri 
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•ilM to PhllaMpU*— Take tWft tC m Orpluui A»y\mm la lh«l 
•l^f-«Itf origlB tad pro g f m SIrtwi tf Clwrl^ Is Xtalaekf^ 
Mo«ll«r BtlMi*t ttlraUw to lb* AetdMDj— Iltr qwOlieAtloM m a 
y w w plWM tC iMMit jMtk— CoBdael towtM CW paptlf lad Iktlr 
fMMto^WlaiMi te lk« IbnifttiM of ckarMter— iMtraettoM to 
yMMg liiato»-H«r mMMr— MUdMM la rtprM^-Sdatoiy ifbti 
•C Imt iMtnMiiou Ill 

BOOK IX. 

If •llMff 8ttoB*t Mltoltndt for btr eklMrM— Iler oldert MB oaUrka 
ia IM— II«r adrlM to bl«— -Uo Imtm AaMrica la Maipaa/ 
wlUi Mr. DraU-Ula brother— DoaUi of Mr. Pblllp FUloobi— IIU 
aotf of MiM Robooea Sotoa— Iler ptolj— floaUaoato of 1^ aotbit 
— Bor Uftlj Jbllb— Hor deatb— DUporitioaf of Motbor 0etoa— 
Bjapalb/ of bor IHoada— If rt-oloetod Motbor-Saportor— Tbret 
•lotan Mat to tbo oolkgo at Ibo Moaatola— DMtb of Anbbbbop 
Carroll— Hb faeeoffor— Blabop CboTerai Tlailf Ibo ilitorboo d ■ 
Tbo liftofo laoorporatod— Rowurfcablo doaib of Ifr. XaaMtt— 
Tbfto flaton mbI to Kow Tork— Botora of Molbor Sotoa't mm 
froa Kaiopo—Saten Ibo aavf— lib fonaor plaoo ooeaplo4 bj bb 
brolbor— Bbbop Paboarg Tblto Ibo fbtorbood— Beatb of Bor. 
Mr.DabaoMl— Dallot of Mr. Dabob^-Progroot of Ibo oolbgo 
aa4 obaraolor of lb protldoat— Mr. Brail mIIIm at tbo Moaataia 
— niaoM of Motbor Sotoa— If oloetod Motbor^foporlor fbr a IbMI 
torn— Hot ooaaoib to ibCon oa Ibo Mbfioa-*rr<^ of baUllag a 
•bareb-oHoiao for ftoo-ocbool eroeted— Dealbf la Ibo Coaaiaalt/ lit 

BOOK X. 

Motbor Botoa'i Ulorary toito^Hor goalas aad writlago— Coarona. 
Hoaal poworo— laqvottlToaon aad proprio^ of auuiaar— Affoo- 
lloa Ibr bor oblMroa— Kiadaon to oil— Oratltado— Frioadtblp— 
llovr ipproobitod— Cbarllj to tbo poor— Aattorltj to boriolf— la- 
torlor trlab— Coaibat of oelf bjr obodloaoo— Coaferailj to Ibo IN- 
vlM wni-6pMI of Ibo orow-HaaiUltj— Faitb— Xoal for Ibo 
fpbMaal UafdoA—Ito bappj offMto-nor doTotioa to Ibo Motbor 
of God— H« Ia4 OlBOil aal ioalbMato iariag li^IItr ioaib 
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BOOK L 

•Irtb Aad fkntlj of Mbi Bajbj— Ilor Motbor't deatb— Ua to Ibo roro 
of bor flUbor— Hot lllal plotj— Moatal oadowaioalo—Bdacatba aad 
rallgloBO Tbwi HaMto of iolf-ooalrol— PotmboI appoaraaee— Mor- 
riago wllb Mr. Sotoa— Hb Iballj— Ilor proqioeto la lifo— SabMbtloa 
to tbo It cr t M of ProHdoaco Bplrltaal roioelioa aad roadlag— Daagor 
from laldol writlagi— Hor oboorlU dbpottlioa— Fortltado aador 
trial*— nor ofaildroB— Mode of tialalag aad latlraotlag tbeia— Coaa- 
fcb to otboro— Uor obaritj to tbo poor— Dorotioa at tbo Lm^^Smp- 
jMr— Oa Ibo oecaoioa of a baptba — SolMaiproToiaoat— Profctiloaol 
omIaoBoo of Dr. Bajloj— Ploaoaro la Ibo loeblj of bb daagbtor— 
Tbob oorro t po a dtaco lib labortoai datbt— Mn. Sotoa*i goaeroai 
OMopoMtoa for Ibo poor tlek— Hor dorotloai— Dr. Btjioj't IIIbom— 
Mrs. Sotoa'f olMag la bb bobalf— Ob doatb aad obaraetor— RolU 
gioai tpMl of Mri. Soloa. 

EuzA All If Batubt wia born in iho ciij of Now York, 
00 tho 28th of Angutt, 1774| noarlj two joara before the do- 
elanttion of Amoriean indepcndeneo. She waa the yoongcr 
of two danghtcn, the onlj ehildron of Dr. Richard Bajlej, 
bj hia fiial marriage with Catharine Charlton. Her parent* 
wore both Amerieang bjr birth, nnd of respootablo atanding 
in aooietj. Aa the aeqnel will ahow, her father waa a man 
of itrong mind and liberal edoenUoni and reae by hia go- 
nine and bdnstrj lo aa eminent mak Uk Che med\ea\ pro* 
s u 
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mowMi for ednoaiion in oompariaoB with ibe laoiliiMi 
whUk ATO BOW eojoyod. The few aeminaries of loanibg 
Ihtl bed bees eeUUiebod afforded but a rerj limited eonne 
of ioiirietioBi and oron tboae were doeed for aereral yean 
dwing tbe lionBy period of ibe Berolniioo. Under tbeao 
eirenmstaneca, Miaa Baybsj waa eompeUed to depend prin- 
eipally npon domeaiie tnitioa and aUid j for ibe aequiremeni 
of ibe knowledge sniicd lo ber aex* 

Happily tbe poaMiwed, in ibe abiliiioi.of ber fbiber, n 
Meaoa of anppljiog ibe defieioney in ibe nenal meibods of 
Inatmeiion; and, nndor bb diroeiioo, wiib a nainral diapo* 
iiiioQ for aetf-improTemeni, abe applied berwlfi wiib oon- 
' aiderable aneeeaa, to ibe Tariooa branebea of female ednca- 
iioo. .Dr. BtLjhj, in ibe training of bia cbildren, looked 
mveb more to ibe formation of babita whiob would roanii 
in boBorable naofiilneaa in after-life, tban to aitainmenta of a 
leaa aoUd ibongb more brilliant kind. Hb penetrating and 
ebaerrani mind eaailjr poreeiTod, aa be remariu in one of bia 
leiten, ibai tbe American yontb were naturally given to a 
apirii of independence, whicb, impatient of control, must 
become, for aumy, a by-way lo certain Tozation and diaap 
poinimeni. GonTinced ibai a "brilliant cbanctor ia not 
alwaya a aolid ebancter," be diligently imp r eaae d upon tbe 
minda of tboae under bia charge ibe ncccaaity of aelf-re* 
iiiiini, rofleeiioB, and curtailment of plcaaure, aa tbe only 
meana, boworor diaagreeable at ini, of reaping tbe aweot 
fhdia of bappineaa in maturer yean. Tbeae leaaona of wia- 
dem were carefully reduced to practice by bia younger 
dmigbier; and to ibe due and aaaiduoua ezeroiae of aelf-re- 
ilttini may be atlributcd, in 4 great meaaure, beraubae* 
^mbI iriumpb orer ibe aerica of triab and dificultiea which 
Ae bad to eneottnier in piiifuing the coutn marked out for 
ker by difiae Prorideneo. 

WbOe ibia diapoaition contributed raatly to preeorto ber 



Mia. B. A. SBtoir. 



17 



mind and heart from ibe coniaminatioQ of worldly maiima, 
it encouraged that inclination to piety which waa obaefrable 
In ber from ber eariiect youib.^ Following the eiample of 
tbeae around her, abe fkequented ibe IVotcatant Rpieeopai 
Church, in which abe bad been baptised and admitted to 
what the UMnibera of that denomination torn tbe ordinance 
of eonfimiation. Tbe religion of Miaa Baylcy, boweror, 
did not partake of that tUira Protestant apirit which rejeeta 
ereiy practice that aaron in the hM«t of Catholic piety. 
She wore on ber perMB a amall crucifix — the emblem of 
Bum'a redemption — and waa often heard to cxpreaa her aato* 
niabmeni that ibia custom waa not moro preralcni aaMNig 
perMwa of ber own communion. Bigotry and prejudice 
aeem to here found no admittance into her mind. Con* 
aeientioualy attached to ber own religious Ticws, she knew 
bow to rmpect ibe couTictiona of bei tcigbbor, and eren to 
admira anMmg them ibe existence of certain inotitutiona 
which were unknown anMmg the profcaaon of her own par- 
ticular creed.t One of the principal occupationa that 
ailbrded her plcaaure waa the reading of ibe Holy Scrip- 



e WWa wt ^Mftk of Ckt fMj er r«llglo«f tflrH of M Im Bajltj, wt 
riaply that tk« wm * imml wtti Mp ptr af God ■ewrJhig to Imt 
▼Itwf of rtliflMi; kalirte* Mi pr«toa4 to mj vb«tk«r, or Imw t»r, b«r 
hitorkr i ltpw ltim wm« mtfkMm to IiIm. ThMffc ptotj, la lk« pro- 
par MMpUtlMi of Iko tara, cu be hmtd. In Ito UU mnA Mpliek foni, 
mIj tm&mg Umw wWi Mtag to ih» oxtonMl eMitomlM of Um Ckwvlit 
kbMiltopoMlUt lor k to oxiii tepUii4]r» to MM <mo% o«l of Ihol 
•itoHMl eooiwnioii | for toitoifi^ tm&mg j—m§ fw n mt wko^ lltoagk 
bora of koterodos pMoata, kavo Wa ralMI j boptUod, ond ksro aoT« 
tOBOUMod Iho dbporfUoa Ihoa roeoirod to bo gororaod bj Cbo toooUog 
of Iboir hgltitooto potion. 800 Oilkollo IbtolofiiM ptmJm. 

f b Cbo oowto of bor foodteg abo leeoiliooHy tool wUb dimlpUiot 
of ooavoolib m4 rogroltod Ibol Mwb ootoUlabtocato voro aot to bo Ibaad 
■iooag fto to rt w ito. Ilk o caiU oo Ibol, Ibol IbooortyadtoifMloa of Ibh 
yoBlblU XpkoopoUoa fcr Ibo ooatoaiaol Ulb t oi rtto d b bor 
■ofNilf al a Mtaf porlod, tto weaeiooi of a oMtHar HMlNBlwa. 
!• ■ 
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kiref. Fro« ike raUimt imlnieiioiii imptrtod by the 
■Mnd pe&meD, the derired ike mooi nliiUfy knowledge 
fbr ike regvk^Uoii of ker Bentimonts and aoiioiie. Tko 
pepen wkiok eke kee left aiibrd ample eTidenoe Ikat eke 
look deligki in iraneeribing commoDta and rofleotiona npoo 
dUforenl porlione of ike laerod YoinmOi and ikai ako kad 
keeooM fiiaiiliar wiik ita oontentOi eapeciallj ike Book of 
Pnlma. Tko fcnroni ofliiaiona of ike inspirod bard wore 
peenliarlj oongenial io ker natnrallj ardeni icroperameni ; 
and ako freqnonilj qnoiod pnamgea from ikom in kor Iciiora 
and oiker wriiioga. To tkia praeiieOi and to kor nainral 
leeitindo and airongtk of mind, wo maj aliribnto iho ro- 
■arfcaUe aolf-oonirol wkiok ako oxkibitod in kor intcrconrBc 
wiik aoeleij. Snmmndod bj all tko ekamia of gaj and 
ikakionablo life, Bliaa Bayley did noi allow kcraolf to bo 
daulod by brilliani appcaimneea. From a written oxpoei- 
iioa of ker ikongkta and diapoeiiiona, la tkcy manifcalod 
ikomaolToa io kor on a Sunday erening, wken ako reviewed 
ike manner in wkiek ike day kad been paaaod, it ia plain 
ikai ake acmiiniaod ker aoiiona wiik a aingnlar pcnciration, 
and aooording to a atandard of oxcellcneo wkick ia rarely 
keld In Yiew by yonng ladiea wko poaacaa cTory facility for 
mingling In iko amnaementa and diaiipation of ike world. 
After iraeing ike ragariea of ker mind dnring iko oonrra 
of iko day, and ike diaineiiooa wkiok ako kad moi wiik ai 
ker doToiiona, wkick were partly caoaed by iko aitoniiooa 
of a gentleman wko ai ikai time kad a proepeei of kor 
band in marriage, ake examinea in wkai manner ker time 
akonld kare been diairibnted; rofleciing ikai ake niigki 
kare inmcd ii io groaier profit, if ii kad been doToied more 
pafiieolariy to roiiremeni and prayer. ** Tko eonae<|nence 
wonld kare been," ake adda, "I would kare been pleated 

wiik myaelf ;' M would kare been plnaaMl wiUi me; 

tron tkcty to wkom ike aaeriloe waa mado would kare liked 



me keiier; and, ike kearenly eonaideration, my God would 
kare Meaaed me.'' 

We akall fbmiak aooiker eztraci ftom tkia aelf-examiua- 
tion, writien ai iko age of eigktoen, wkick' will akow kow 
muck importanco ako attacked io ike proper diaciplining of 
ker mind and actional noi merely wiik a view io follow ike 
dietatca of roaaon, but from moiiTca of religion. Conaider- 
ing ikai ake poaae a aed a Tciy lircly dippoaiiion, we akall ke 
(nelined io ikink ikai ike imperfection of wkick ako apeaka 
waa oomparaiiT^ly of little moment, ikougk ake deemed ii 
woKky of aerioua attention. *'Tkcre ia a certain temper I 
am aometlmoa aubjoei io— ii ia noi aullenncaa or abaolute 
diacontcni, Hia a kind of meknekoly; aiill, I like ii bettor 
ikan ikoae effuatona of ckeerfulneaa, ikai kilarity of apirita, 
wkick a good nigki'a reai and a fine morning t>ftcn inapire. 
I prefer iko aadneaa, beeauae I know ii may be remoTod ; ii 
may ckange to ekecrfyilneaB. Tko gayety, I am aure, will 
ekange io aadncas before ike day enda, and perkapa to aor> 
row; 'iia noi ike natural temper, but ike influence of aitua* 
tion. I iruai ike day will como wken I may akow a more 
regular and Ckriaiian diapoeition. Perkapa ii may ; iimay 
not Tboae paaaiona muai be gorcmed. I kave a moai un- 
aeoouniable wiak to aoe £— tkia morning, but I will noi 
go a atcp out of my way. If fortune akould ao direci, I 
ikink I akould be Tory grateful ; if noi, I will try and ikink 
ikai 'iia beat" 

Wiik tkia command orer kerKlf, and a conaiani eye t 
ike culiiTaiion of ike moai derated principlea of eonduei, 
Mim Bayley kad akielded kenelf eilbctually againai a dan- 
ger wkick ia too often incurred before ita eonaeqnonoea ire 
foroaeen, — ikai of forming injudicioualy a matrimonial alli- 
ance. A matter bearing ao ckMoly upon ber kappinem, and 
iuTolTing ao muck rcaponaibiliiy, reeeiTed ftom ker miuoua 
and peneiraiing mind all ike eonaideraiion wkidi H aNfiiod. 
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Ob the oCker kaftd, the ozoolleiiee of ehtnelor which A§ 
Bfaned al eooM not fidl to bo appreciated bj Yiriaoiia and 
diaeenbg miodf, and to aid matcriallj in effectiDg a imioo 
which woold ooniribote to her oaiihlj happineea. In hct 
ponooal appearance, Miai Baylej wm of rather knr ata- 
tore, bat her figoro waa well proportioned and her boto- 
BicBta gracefni. A perfect symmctrj waa diaplajed in her 
ftalBre^ which, with the aparkiing jet mild expreaaion of 
her eye, rendered her eonntonance the mirror of a nobfo 
and intelligent aool. Poaaoaaing an nncommon degree of 
TiTadtj and eheerfnlneai, ahe need it with tact and modera. 
lioo, for the charm of thoae aroond her. In the twentieth 
jmr of her age, ahe accepted the hand of Mr. William 
Setoo, a highljr reapeeUbIt merehant in the citj of New 
Teri[. He waa a member of the Protcatant Kpiaoopal 
Chvreh, and a gentleman of amiable diapoaition and en- 
gaging mannera. Hia fhmiljr enjojed the highcat chancter 
and atanding.<* A portion of hia earij life he had apeot in 
a ibereantilt hooae at Leghorn— a eirenmatance which the 
fttbaeqnent hlatoij of hia wife wiH ahow to hare been a dia. 
penaatioB of dirine Proridence for the apiritoal benefit of 
hemlf, her fhmilj, and the bnnmenble aonla who would 
be hMl bj her example into the way of aaltation. At thia 
period, howorer, die little imagined that her religiova ricwa 
wo«M erer bo exchanged for the doeirinea of the Gbtholie 
Chnreh. Her earlj edncation, and the recent connection 
aho had formed with a atrietlj Epiaoopalian lamilj, both 
wedded her to the ProteaUnt ajatcm, and it may be truly 
iaid thai ahe waa a rigid obacnror of ito princlplea and 



At the time of her marriage, Mra. Seton beheld a praeped 
of the moai flattering deacripiioo before her. Horhnaband'a 
•ialia weto jm a flovriahing condition, and, anrroiinded aa 
aho waa Ij anamerow circle of admi^ng frienda, aho had 
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naaoB to expect, from the new alliance ahe had foraaed, 
orery temporal happineaa thai can be realiacd on ihb 
aide of the grate. Dirine ProTidence, howerer, did not 
permit her to be daailcd by the fair accnea of enjoyment 
aroond her. The ordeal which he had in rcacrve for her at 
a later period of life demanded a thorough training of her 
mind and heart, and conld be met aoeccaafully only by one 
who had learned the practice of patience and roaignation 
vnder the trying diq)cn8attona of Ilcarcn, and had the 
BKMil energy to act aaide the rain conaidcrefiona of ihia 
earth whonerer conflicting with the higher intcrcata of an 
immortal life. We accordingly find her on all occaaiona 
deeply Impreaacd with the tmth of an all-wiac and orer 
mling Proridence, and poaieaaing a li^-ely acnsc of the duly 
of aobmiaaion to the aiflictiona of life. The fint year of 
her marriage, in the anmmcr of 1704, Mr. 8eton*a bnaineafc 
hating eaUcd him lo Phikddphiay where the yellow forer 
had made ita appearance, ahe writca to him in a atrain of 
aflectioBato aolicitnde, not a little inereaaed by the appro- 
henaion of the danger to which he waa expoaed ; bat her 
fban do not degenerate into exceaa ; ahe modentca thom, 
and soataina her fortitade by the reficction that ''petienco 
and anbmiaaioa are the only way to gain the blccHnga of 
Hearen/' In a letter to one of her rektiona, to whom ahe 
waa anited by the cloaett tlca of fricndahip, ahe fbmiahea 
another eTidence of the anpcmataral tiew which ahe -waa 
aoeaatomed lo take of paaaiog oocarrencca, whifo aho ex* 
hibita, al the aaaM time, the aclf-contrel and wiadom which 
ahe exeftiaed in the corrcapondcncc with her friendai ^I 
toceiTed yoor letter of the 22d September. Although I 
make it a role nerer to anawer Icttera while under the in* 
flaenco of the flret impreaaiona I receiTe from thom, I can* 
Bd refiratB hnm immediately replying to it— and il ia nol a 
^teiyeaiiytaak toproacrromy osaalainecritywithyon; but 
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I boliOTO even tbftt u beat, for mj oiiod ia in a sMe of 
■nxietj sad dintrcm which doci not odmit of anj calenli- 
tions respecting tho enjoymonla of this life. In one short 
WC«k, litlen, frionds, and tho irbolo world, mnj bo nothing 
to m«. Them never poMca n da; hut some foniiljr ia do- 
prired of its mpport, cbilJron of their parent*, ind tho 
wifo of her hunhand, even in the oambcr of mjr Bcniiniut' 
inee. Jly William goes OTcry doy lo town,* and is mora 
exposed than mtaj who hnTO lost their lives; that he 
shoald escape depends on that mercj which has De\or ycl 
failed, and which I havo reason to bless cTory hoor of mj 
life." On another oocasion, addrcning the sanio friend, 
whoso ioeiolj she loTod to enjoy, she displayed a spirit of 
faith and resignation which is icldom witnessed in tho in- 
tertourse of persons bleesed with OTtry worldly couifort 
Sbo obsoryca, " We are not always to have what wo like best 
in this world, thank IIcaTcnl for, if we had, how soon wo 
should forget the other, the piece of endless peace, where 
they who wore united by Tirtne and aSortion here will surely 
enjoy that Doion so often intermplod while on their journey 
homol" Tho expression of these sonlimenU was not a 
casual thing with Mrs. Scton, or the effect of ciroumsUnces 
that awakened in her bosom an occasionnl oulborst of rali- 
gioui feeling) it was it all times the imngo of her mind 
ud heart, the result of an habitual ottcntion to the cultiTs- 
lion of tho highest priaciplcs of moral conduct. Hera was 
MM of thoao favorod soals that aro borne up by their own 
utwil impnlsM to the lore and pnrsuil of what i* right; 
ud this disposition, aided by study and reflection, gSTo to 
ber tentimonts and aspirations a tono of uncommon parity 
and T Jrtoo, whieb manifested itself in all her writings. Her 
• ek* wrllu Tnm Cnlfdn, ■ n»l Is tk* chbItt, OtIsUr, IIM, lb* 
rdkw ttrat pnnUlsg U On Uih la H<« Tork CLIf, ud euiiiit th* 
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uiind was of • superior onlcr, but it was not less pnino U 
tho indulgence of pioos mcdllatioti than it was selire and 
intelligent. Thoso hoar* which she eoald snatch from hei 
domestic and social daliea were frcjncntly employed in eom- 
maning with God, In tho pcrosal of tho Holy Scripinrcs^ 
and in meditating upcm tbo sablimo truths of the Christiac 
religion. Uence her inTariablo praotico of throwing inl« 
her letters and notes aoma altDBion to the great maxims ol 
fTangclical morality. If sho adrertcd to the prosperous 
and joyful scene* of life, they eaoacd ber heart lo cipanu 
in gratitude, and renlndcd her of more perfect and mors 
lasting enjoyments In a futnro world. If adreisily was the 
theme of her rcmorka, It turned her '.Inngnts upon tbo only 
true remedy of earthly trials, the bappy cxchango of Inn- 
elcot sutTcring for eternal felictlr. Tho following exinct 
from bnr devotions. In the year 1798, may servo u a spoci- 
luon of the prayers which sho addrcsacd to God : — 

" Almighty Oivor of all meroics I Father of all, who 
koowest my hcnrt and pillest Jta weakness and errors, thon 
knowcst the desire of vy mxH is to do thy will ; it stnigglea 
to wing its flight lo thoo, its Creator, and sinks again ia 
sorrow for that intperfcction whieb draws it back again (o 
eartli. How long shall I contend with sin and mortality! 
M'hen will that hoar arrive which will free the troubled 
spirit from its prison, snd change the shadows of this lifo 
for immortality and ondlcsi happincM? I bow to thee, my 
Qod I in cbocrful hope that, eonflding In thy inSnilo mercy 
and assisted by thy powerful gneo, I shall xcon arrirn I0 
that hour of nospoakaUo joy. Ilnl if It Is thy will tho 
spirit shall yet coatcnd with ila dost, assist mo to eondact 
myself through this llfo as not to render it an enemy, but • 
eondnetor lo that happy slato wbem all mortal eontontiona 
are dono away, and where thy eternal prcicoce will bestow 
eternal felicity." 
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Li tho rabjobod pimjer sbo ponn forth bor gitUtudo k 
CM fcr tho proiMiion TonobMifed to her and bon while m 
■■Bj othm were etrried off bj the etn^e of death. 8ho 
Mel piobablj allndee to the nragee of the jellow ferer. 
The DoUeet letwii b made for the fafon of HeaTen, in an 
tMraaed determinatioii to walk in the path of the dlrino 
eoMaaadmenti. 

" With pity, Lordi look down npon thy aenrant Thy 
M6fey if bouidleai; then bait preeerred our aouli from 
death while thovaands foil aionnd na. Then beat gifen va 
ereiy good while olhen are riaited with aonowa and affile, 
tiona; and aball not my aool praiae thee for tbia nnmerited 
goodneaif Shall it now fall into ain and neglect of thee, 
ita preaerrerr Win it rather anffer the bondage of ain 
than be thy aenrantf Ob, bow it panta, it longs to fit iftaolf 
for thy aeeeptanee; bnt, ebained in the aenrico of the 
enemy, It falla ftom ita naUfe gloiy and grorela in the dnai 
Lei thy meiej amial the endeaTor of thy aenrant; grant 
bnl the amalleal portion of thy graotf, and I aball be free. 
O Almighty Father I Blemed Spirit, comforter of the 
aiek and aorrowing aonl I Sationr eternal. Redeemer of 
ainnera, who gareal thy life to aare ne, aasist a miaerable 
fianer who atrifea with cormption of ain, and deaiiee aboTO 
all thingito break the anarea of the enemy. Iam,OIiOfdl 
Kke one b the net of the fowler; act me now at liberty; 
oloanae me and it me for thy preaonoe, and the aool thai 
~ 'm aoffiowa aball niioiee." 
Mm. Selon had ao amidnonaly enltirated the aentimenta 
Btalned b the feiegoing addreaMa to the Throne of Oraec, 
thai Ae aecaa nerer to haye laid them aaide for other eon- 
TielioBa, thongh il moat be admitted that her Chriatian 
pffiieiplea were at one time much eipoaed to be abaken bj 
the fcmJHar aeiiiiaintanee which ahe had formed with the 
mki of the Ireseh phlloaopber, Jeaft Jaeqttci Ronmean. 






In the year 1700 she boeame ao enamored of bia writings, 
that, aa ahe eiprosice it bcnolf, erciy half boar she could 
catch went to Emilina. She was particulariy plcaacd with 
bia roligiooa ticwa. Voltaire's writings were also partially 
known to her; and it may bo aafcly affirmed that without 
the apecial protection of divine Proridcnoc her luind would 
bare bocome deeply infected with the fatal errors of tbono 
pestilential authora, who insinoate the poison of irrdigion 
with a brilliancy of thought and charm of bngnago that 
have too often unhappily seduced the incautious reader. 
Bnt Mrs. Seton's admiration of llonascau appears to have 
extended chiefly, if not a]t<^tber, to those parts of bia 
works which pay a forced bnt not less eloquent tribute to 
roTcalod truth. At all crcnta, if her rdigious views were 
in any d<^ree affected by the withering opinions of inO* 
delity, ahe must bare remained in thb state of mind for a 
vcfj abort time ; aa her writings, aubecqucnt to the period 
of which we speak, breathe a spirit of Cbrifitian piety equal 
to, if not more fenrcnt than, that of her previoas life. On 
the 81st of December, in the same year, wo find her in- 
dulging in a religious meditation, of which she has led us 
a succinct but beautiful account She thus describes tlie 
situation of her body and mind on the last day of the ex- 
piring year : '* Sitting on a little bench before the fire, the 
bead resting on the hand, the body perfectly ca«y, the eyra 
cloaed, the mind serene, contemplating and tracing bound- 
leas mercy and the aource of all excellence and perfection 
—bow pure the enjoyment, and sweet the transition of 
ercfy thought ! The aoul expands, all earthly intercata re- 
cede, and heavenly hopea bocome anxious wi»hca. Might 
aol theao mortal bonds be gently severed— looacd more 
^asily than untying the fastening of a fine thread — at this 
moment, without any perceptible change, to find the aool at 
liberty. Heavenly Mercy! in thy preaenoef And would it 
I 
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not fiemblci or rathor ii it not foroTcr under thy iiis>poo- 
tionf Can ii bo oonocalod from thoof No; thon now 
pereoiTcH It opproesoci, woighod, sinking under its mortal 
bvrden ; and also tbou secst it can paiicntlj subniil to thjf 
will| adoring in surest oonfideneo of thj niercj. Prosorre 
mo bat ibis boafonlj peace; continue to mo this privi1ogO| 
bc^ood all mortal computation, of resting in iboo and ador> 
ing iboO| mj Fathor, Friend, and novcr-fjiiling suppori. For 
ihb alono I implore : lei all other concerns, with their con- 
ioquonees, bo entirely and whollj submitted to thee."* 

Ii mighi bo supposed, from the religious tone which Mrs. 
Solon introduced into her letters, that she had fallen into 
iho nso of ihai disagreeable cani and rigid formalism that 
almooi inrariablj disiinguish the devotee who is noi onlighi- 
onod bj ibo true faiih. This, howeTor, was far from being 
iho oaso. Tho religion of Mrs. Scion was noi of an obtru* 
sifo or sullen naiuro. Possessing a singular Tiracitj of dis- 
position, and an equal senso of propriotj, sho knew how to 
aeeommodato heiself to circumstances. If, on suitable oeea- 
sions, in corresponding with her friends, sho doomed ii ad* 
Ttsabk» io indulge a strain of serious thought, or to niinglo 
with eommonplaoo matters a well-turned allusion to maiims 
of mofal guidance, at other times sho pursued a different 
onurM, adopting tho rein of humor to which sho was par- 
tienkrlj inelined. Sho thus writes to her father, who was 
al Albanj, in February, 1700 : "Should you be, in your ro- 
iiromonti nnooeupied by the cares and solicitudes thai gono* 
mOy aeoonpany you, a letter from your daughter will be 
rerj noeeptablo; if otherwise, it will be road in haste, and 
the ideni 'Deti is a goose,' will pass your mind. I send ii 
io take ito ehance, hoping, a^ the children say, it may find 

o la kokiag tmt thU ■tavterlpl, tAor the \uA becMM • Catholie 
vfcia hm pitty wm tbt nmU of betitr ligbt tad li»«wl«dg«, tbt w. 
* ihlif i, *>0I^ Ww ilgpftat wm t Olm»ralNaadetrnialgraUtdkl 



ilR8. E. A. SETON. 



2t 



you well, as I am the same. It is currently rc|M>rted that 
yor are gone to New I/ondon to iiM|uiro into tho origin of 
the reror, and thai you arc to proceed to Iloston to see your 
children. But I bopo you will vcfy soon return, and eon« 
Tinee ib*) ladies who chattier on tho subject thai the origin 
is noi the >bjeci of your piirrait, but the remedy." 

Some months later, she addrcsNCS her father in the Ad- 
lowing hinguago, which cxhibita the sprightliness of her dis- 
position, and, a^ the same time, cstablislics her claim to con- 
siderable merit in the epistolary stylo : '' My very dear Mr. 
Monitor: Thai you aro in the enjoyment of health in the 
midst of dangers, toih, and death, is a subject of high exul- 
tation to me; and if tho pmycrs of a good, quiet little female 
aro supposed to bo of any avail, ii will be long continued to 
you, with tho hope that thr visual rays of our fcllow-citiscns 
will in time bo brightened by your hibors, and their atten- 
tion awakened by tho Toice of (^th and conscience. I had 
the pleasure to hear a Mr. Delincs, a French physician, ro- 
fer a number of stmngcrs, both F:?nch Jind Englisli, to a 
publication, called tho Monitor ,* as the best thing written 
on tho subject of yellow fever, and ai^ tho only ono ihai 
pointa out ito true cause and origin. Hs said ho did not 
know who was tho author, but ho must bo (ho best friend 
of humanity, and should be considered by the Americans as 
their best adviser. I imagine my eyes were Icrgcr and 
bbcker at ihai moment than usual. If you would some* 
itmea direct Ilelen'st pen to Bloomingdale, it wonld bo a 
most grataful substitute for your own, which I cannot cr 
poci to claim in this season of occupation." 

Tho ohoerftilness of Mrs. Seton*s disposition, united will 
a profoundly religious sentiment, contributed much to sup 

s WriltM bjr Dr. Itejicjr, father of Mrt. 8«ton. For thli rw9Mi tin 
tddraMct klM ftt tbo eonaMMe««»l of ikb leUtr M •* Mr. Nra'Nir ** 
t A itip-tMrnr of Mrt. 8«l««. . h^ 
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port hor QBdor iho irialf whioh aro tho gcncnl attondanU 
0/ doBMsiio life, u well ts Uiom which maj bo tormod the 
fAitievltr dispeontioiM of Proyidooco. About tho bogin* 
aing of the joar 1800, hor hnsbaod*! tomponl aflkin had bo- 
oomo Torj mnoh ombarnu»od, owing (0 tho Fronoh spolia- 
tkNM and tho iisiial TicisBitudca of morcantilo life, and it 
loomod u if tho tido of prosporitj was soon to stop for him 
and hit fiunilj. In tho midst of thcso difficuUics Mrs. Scton 
{ffOTod henolf tho doTotod wife, bj sharing tho trials of her 
hndbind and oiorting horsolf as far as sho could to dimi- 
nish tho unhappj iniluonoo which such a situation is apt to 
oxoroiso upon tho nind. During an entire wock, shd spent 
most of tho night in assisting her husband in arranging his 
papers. But the fortitude and resignation which sho OTinccd 
nnder this dispensation of Proridonco are equally worthy of 
lemaik. 8he obsenrod to a friend that it would neror do for 
. hearts and fortunes to sink together. When things had as- 
sumed the most unfaTonble aspect, and one loss appeared 
only to bo the haibingor of additional misfortunes, sho knew 
how to possess her soul in patience and to trust in Ilim who 
diroets all the orents of life for the wisest ends. She did 
not suffer her mind to dwell on these topics, so far as they 
tended to distuib the peaee of her soul, for she always found 
* a souroe of eonsohtion in the sentimonti awakened by the 
pnetiee of the Christian rirtues. 8he thus speaks, in a let- 
ter to her sisier-in-hiw, of Mr. Seton's difficulties: " IIow I 
wish I eould write yon a long letter, without ssying one 
word of affidrs, for in their present state they are too mebn- 
ehdy to think about, and that not fW>m any impression I ' 
hsTC roeeiTed tnm my William, for nerer did a mortal bear 
misfbttnne and all the Aggrayatod distiess of it with so much 
IrmnesB and |Nitience as he does. I say aggraTated, for res* 
asl afler teasel arrifes, and oorrospondento in London ami 
* Hamhvg noUfy him that his bills ate refused, and his pnh 
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porty detained there, and not one line of explanation eithot 
good or bad; and hero we arc, with funds detained on one 
side the water and transferred the other, for he is obliged 
lo make orer orcry thing in tnist to his friends, nothin^r 
coming in, and one suit already against him gives but too 
mneh reason to expect more; but it is all in rain to think 
about it: patience is the only choice.*' 

The following prayer, which seems to relate to the same 
embarrassmonto, shows the strength of mind which she ox- 
hibitod under the triab of her situation : "Tlie cup that our 
Father has giren us, shall we not drink itf blessed Sa- 
Tiour! by the bitterness of thy pains we may estimate the 
force of thy lore: wo arc sure of tliy kindness and coni|)as- 
sion: thou wouldst not willingly call on us to suffer: tlifm 
hast decUred unto us that all things shall work together for 
our good, if we are fiuthful to thee, and therefore, if thou so 
ordainest it, welcome disappointment and poverty, welcome 
fieknosB and pain, welcome even shame and contempt and 
ealumny. If this be a rough and thorny path, it is one 
which thou hast gone before us. ' Where we sco thy foot- 
itepe, we cannot repine. Meanwhile, thou wilt support us 
wiUi the consohtion of thy grace, and even hero thou canst 
more than oompcnsato us for any temporal sufferings, by tho 
possession of that peaee which the world can neither give 
nor take away." July 25, 1801. While Mm. Scton bowed 
with an humble submission to the trials she experienoed, she 
did not neglect to turn the thoughto of her husband upon 
objecto of greater moment than the things of this world. In 
m kttcr to him, after alluding to his business, she adds: 
•'Kxeuso your saucy wife, who is too busy with your mer« 
cantile aflhira. If I could have an influence in those I am 
really anxiously* interested in, which relate to another cause, 
[ should be too happy ever to vex you with what are the 
trlflea of a day in comparison.*' 



TnE LIPB OP 



They who havo crcr foH the prcsroro of •dTcrsiij wilt 
readilj nndcniaiid the happincas of a fnmilj thai posBoaaod 
a guiding ^irit liko ^Ira. Scton, whooo words ircro inrariabl^ 
those of eomfort, and who noTor failed to discoTor in tho 
higher eonsiderations of rcligiona truth a aohieo and oom- 
pOBflation for the passing evils of life. In this waj tlie 
harden of affliction was lightcncd| and every bosom boeame 
animated with brighter hopes. 

At the period of which we arc speaking, Mrs. Scton was 
tho mother of four children : — ^Anna Maria, William, Richard, 
and Catharine Josephine. In the midst of this infant group, 
which presented to tho parent's eyo all that the fondest 
albotioa could desire, she found opportunities of exercising 
yirtios which are equally essential And ornamental in the 
donestio circle. No love could eiceed that of Mrs. Scton 
for the ehUdron whom Providence had confided to her care; 
but it was a love elevated and enhanced by the reflection 
that thej constituted an important charge, for which she 
would bo accountable to Qod, Ilencc, while she carofullj 
watched over their temporal welfare, she was still more soli- 
eitons for tho formation of their minds and hearts to tin* 
knowledge and esteem of virtuous principles. Not only did 
■he teach their youthful lips to praise God and invoke his 
bhsssingp; she availed herself of every opportunity to impress 
mpoQ them this obligation, as well as the other duties of 
vriiieh they were capable. Sometimes she would send thera 
litllo BoteSi in which tho assurance of maternal aflfcction 
imnld invajriably be mingled with the words of salutafj in* 
struetioo, but conveyed in a form at once so natural and at* 
Inetivo thai thej could not ^il to produce a most happjr and 
hwtfag impression. Her tact in this respect was remarkable. 
In a note to hpt two boys on a certain ocoasioni after ex- 
pnming hsr fbhd attachment for them, she wins them still 
mm to h«r boson, and to a regard for hor wishes, bj rs 
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joicing at the good news she has heard of them respecting 
Uieir correct deportment and their attention to school; and, 
afker having thus secured their favorable di^positioQ to ro- 
emvo advice, she exhorts them to perseverance in good, to 
pmj for their parents, to obey their suiicriow, and bstly 
urges them to the performance of their duties bj proposing 
tho highest motives of conduct, the prospect of enjoying the 
good-will of thdr parcnto and obtaining tho blessing of the 
Almightj. On the birthday of hor eldest daughter, slie 
thus addresses her: — 

'* Mt Dear Anna Maria : 

''This is your birthday, the day tliat 1 finit held you in 
my arms. May Ood Almighty blcm you, my child, and 
make you his child forever. Your mother's soul prays to 
him to lead yon through this world, so that we may come 
to his heavenly kingdom in peace, thrrmgli tlie merits of our 
blessed Saviour. 

"May8,180.V 

No opportunity was nc;;lcetcd of imparting to her oflspring 
the knowledge and the fear of Ood. The subjoined letter 
will show tho ardent desire of Mn. Scton for their virtuous 
training, as well as her peculiar skill in explaining to them 
the morality of the gospel : — 

'* My dearest Anna innst remember that our blessed I^^wd 
gave us the parable of the wise and foolish virgins to anke 
us careful to choose our part with tho wise ones, snd to keep 
in loadiness fur his coiiiin*;, which will be in an hour wo 
know not of; and should he find us, dear child, out of tho 
read of onr duty, liko sheep gone astray from their shepherd, 
where shall we hide from his prosonee who can seo tkrovgb 
tho darkest shades. and bring us from the fartliost cads of 
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tho woridf If wo would plcaso hiniy and be found amoog 
hb ohiMroD, wo must loarn whnt our duty in, praj to hiin 
fcr gnoo to do it, and then sot our wholo heart and aoul to 
forform It And what is jour duiji nij dear child f Yo« 
know it| and I pnij Ood to keep you in it, that, in thai 
bloaNd day when ho shall come to call ua to our hoafonly 
boiD«| we may aeo our dear Anna in tho number of thoao 
dear ohildron to whom ho will my, ' Come, ye bleascd of my 
Father.' Your own dear Mother." 

From what has been said, we may readily infer that the 
affeetioB of Mrs. Seton for her ehildrcn^ although ardent, 
was of that pure and oloratod ehareetor which never allowed 
il to degonerato into weak oondoaecnaion. Convinced of 
what the wiae man teaches, that ''the rod and reproof give 
wisdom, but the child that is led to his own will bringeth 
hii mother to shame,"* she did not fail in the importont 
duty of eorrcetion, whonever circumstances seemed to ro- 
ifuiro it But this duty on her part was not the effect of 
oxeitomenty which too often governs the parent on such oo- 
eaaiomi and destroys the ofScaey of reproof. It was the 
dietato of roason and religion, which aimed only at the re- 
formation of evil, and adopted the most eflcctual measures 
fbr the attoinment of this end. From one of her lettors to 
her iiiter-in-law, we learn a circumstance which indicates 
BO ordinary degree of wisdom in tho mother of a fiunily. 
''I waa bvsy," she says, ''with poor Anna, in the garrot 
doael| and afterward took her to the highest step of the 
ladder that leads to the top of the house, to make her fM 
Ibal the promise she made to bo good was before God, who 
kaewa all we say and do.'* Ilor experience had Uught her 
thai a iolemo thought is greatly heightoned by viewing the 
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heavens in open space without an intervening object By 
such means did the lessons of truth sink deeply into the 
hearts of her children, and rtrcngthcn, from day to day, 
their love and veneration for a parent who was ao devoted 
to their roal happiness. 

Virtue, firm and enlif^htoncd as hers, could not but spread 
itf perfume on every side. All within tho sphere of her ae- 
quaintance fdt its benoticial influence, while to some she 
was even a mother and instmctrcss. She thus writes to one 
of her youthful relatives : — " Let your chief study be to ao* 
quaint yourself with Qed, because there is nothing greater 
Uian Qod, and bocaufo it is the only knowledge that can fill 
the heart with a pcaee and joy which nothing can disturb. 
Father of all beings, how extensive are thy nicrcioa! — how 
great, how inexpressiblo ! It is in thee we live, and move, 
and have our being. The lot of mortals is in thy hand; they 
arc only happy through thee. Thy paternal cares are over all 
mankind. Thy impartial goodness causes the sun to shine 
and constant blessings to descend on those even who offend 
and disobey thee. By thy command the dew refVeahca the 
earth and the xophyr cools and revives us; thy gifts are pro- 
portioned to the wants of thy creatures, but tho righiooiis 
alone feel the swoet and salutary effects of thy peace. O thou 
who possessest sovereign power, and givest life and enjoy* 
ment to the poorest insect, which could not exist a moment 
but by thy will, pennit thy creature to praise and bless thee ^ 
and let me forcvor adore thy goodness and give my soul to 
thy sorviee. Blessed Saviour, who gavesi thy life for us, 
and haat done cvofy thing to engage our love and gratitude, 
oh let me never be ao unhappy as to offend or diaobey thee 
wilfblly. Blessed Shepherd of them thai aeek thee, oh keep 
me in thy fold — lead me in thy patha; lei me always hear 
and love thy voice, and fbltow thee as a meek and quiet 
hmby making it the eare of my life to keep near to m? 
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Ueaod Matter; and if oror I ihodd kxM mj wnj, or for A 
nomoni be ao unhappj u to diaobej thj commaDds, oh, ooU 
Uij wtnderor home/* 

She fumiflhod the same individual with a method of morn- 
ing and oToning prnjror. In the former, thanka arc letamed 
to Ood for the favora of the night, and hia bleaaing ia im- 
^ored for the day; in the latter, the graeca of UeaTen are 
again aeknoirledgod, and Ihe divine mercy invoked upon 
heraolfi her frienda, and rolationa. 

One of her siatera-in-law, having received aome pnyeia 
from her on her birthday, which were aeni by Mra. Scion 
u a friendly oounael to prepare heraolf for a happy death, 
aeomod to mimindereUnd the act of kindncaa, imagining that 
it required her to indulge in a train of melancholy thought 
Mra. Seton very juatly remarked to her that theae roflcctiona 
tended to iranqnillizo the mind of a Ghriatian. *' Should 
wo make a praetioe/' aho aaya, " of eonaidering, with calm 
and diftpaaaionate meditation, that that hour must come to 
all, whether they reflect or not— ita uncertainty with reapcct 
to time — the paina, weakneaa, and often oitrome anguish 
our parting nature moat experience, and, what la still worec, 
the poaaibility that we may be summoned without any warn- 
ing at all, — it would be taking no more precaution than we 
would allow to the oommoncat eventa of life, if we were to 
allow our acmb a few minutes eveiy day, to beg for meiey 
and grace In that momentous hour. ... I have observed 
that any good resolutiona or eioroiaea begun on the period 
of our birth are more aoriously improaaod; and I chese thia 
fcr yo« at thia time, u reflecting on a birthday co eaHh 
Mora eaaaly tranafera our thoughto to the birtLday of our 
ftittira eziatence; and it ia very naeful to make use of (hat 
day, from ycaif to year, to examine our aoura account in fuH 
—on the progrtaa we have made in approaching that heavenly 
tsanple of perfection/' fte. Thia extract from Mn. Sotoa*a 
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Icttcra dirplaya a degree of wiadom rarely met with in the 
world, and ahows how ahe a^'ailed hcraelf of certain occaaiooj 
to difioae among othen that virtue which ahe practised her- 
aolf. In the following advice to another rebtive wo have 
an equally remarkable instance of the atoro ahe act upon 
firmoesa of principle. She tells her " not to leave home, on 
any pcrauasion, on Sacrament Sunday, and to aay openly, 
whoever may roqucat it, ' that it ia her nil«*.* It can never," 
ahe eontinnea, " be a breach of civility, or aecm unkind, 
even to a sister or ihe dearest friend, if you aay it with the 
firmness of one who baa been at ///t taUe who refreshes and 
atrongthena the aonl in well-doing. I have often aaked my- 
aelf tho question, — ^why should any one bo more eamcat in 
prevailing with me for a trifle, or a thing of no conaequence 
in itaelf, than / in maintaining the thing I know to be right 
and that touches the interest of my aouFs peace r' Such 
waa her unflinching adherence to mica of moral guidance, 
which ahe could the more confidently recommend to othen 
aa she observed it faithfully hcrBclf. 

Mn. Seton did not confine her charity to the adminiatcr* 
ing of good advice; she went abroad to dispcnae comfort and 
relief among the victima of mbfortune. She waa an active 
member of the " M'idowa* Society in New York,"— the bene- 
\'oleni object of which ia indicated by ito name; and auch 
waa her devotedncaa to the aervice of ihe poor, that ahe and 
one of her rebtives, who was commonly assocbtcd with her 
90 errands of mercy, were called Protntant Siaten of Cha- 
rity. They not only viatic*! those who were in want, but 
bbored with their handa to increase their moana of render- 
ing aaaistance. Her benevolent efforto in behalf of the 
afllietod are thus described by one who wss intimately ae 
quainied with her at ihe time: — "Not ntiafied with a for 
ma] profoaaion without the love of Ood in her soul, ahe eon- 
<iiJerod no aaerilior too great to promote the gfcuy of her 
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koftTonlj Fkreni, and add to tho fdicitjr and happincoi of 
lier foUow-crattturcs. How often and with what dclighl haa 
alio eiplorod tho abodes of wrctchcdncfls, to adniinistor torn- 
pofil and ^tritaal comfort! IIow many teara of joj haa aho 
canaod to flow I How manj prajora havo been raiacd to 
HaaTon for her welfare ! IIow often have the widtiw and 
the fiitherleas blened her!*' 

A atriet member of tho Kpiaoopal Church, ahe anited in 
tho eeremonj of tho Lord*a Sapper, as it is called, aa often 
u aho had an opportnnitj, and with an ardor and enthuaiaam 
not ftoqnontlj witneaaed among Proteatanta. She thna de- 
aeribca the aentimenta with which she communicated at the 
bcdaide of a djing friend, Sept. 18, 1802 :— << Was called 
on hj a anfferor, to help her in preparing her aonl, which 
aoemod on the point of departure to answer the call of ita 
Creator. Her bodj, which had been long in the atrugglcf 
of nature, now rclicTod from pain, had the foretaste of ita 
reat, and left her soul at Itbcrtj to acck the strength of the 
Bedoemer, and to desire tho refreshment he has provided 
for aiek and troubled spirits. These hands prepared tho 
bkaaod table, while my aonl and that of my aoul'a aistcr 
unltod with hers in joyful praise for our precious privilcgo— 
tho porohaae of redeeming Iotc. The chosen, blessed, minis* 
tering senrant bids ns to tho feaat) givea it to tho depart- 
ing aool u its passport to its homo— to me as tho seal of 
that eoTonaiit which I trust will not bo broken in life nor in 
death, b tloM nor eternity. Sweet, sweet eommonion of 
aoda! Oraeioaa J/ord, may it bo endless u thy meroy! 
May il bo porfoeted in thee^ sustained in thy truth, and 
naotUbd by thy Spirit| that| growing in thy likeness and 
nJaed «p fai thine image, wo ahall bo one with thee etor* 
aaly r* AHiiding to tho aame circumstance, she saya : — " This 
dayf I traali Wvootod for mo in the book of life, and oh that 
'tho Ueariigi reedTod, and the precious privilcgca I have 
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onjoyed in it, may bo tho incitement to a faitliful diachirgOy 
through divine grace, of eTCiy duty which my dear and gra» 
eious Master may give mo to perform, that it may make nt 
his own, in thought, word; and deed, forerer^eading mo to 
tho Supremo Good — tho blessing of ksing myself and all 
Ihinga in him." It is rehted of Mn. Seton, that such was 
ths profound awe awakened in her by the commnnioQ, thai 
b reeoiTing it her teeth ckttercd againat the eup which 
contained tho elements. Her whole mind waa intently 
riTOted upon tho act ahe was performing, endeaToring to 
think of our Saviour'a presence. Such waa her fervor in 
eomplyiag with thia rite, that after the scrvico she wouM 
obtain from tho sexton a further portion of the elements, 
and even go from one church to another, in order to repeat 
this religious act She envied the happiness of the Catholie 
who believed in a real presence. The rite of baptism also 
inspired her with ati cztraordinaiy* devotion. Her ifth 
child, bom on the 20th of August, 1802, waa prcssentod at 
the n^nerating font on the feaat of St. 3Iichacl, and re- 
ccived the namo of Kcboeea. On the same day, Mra. Setos 
committed to paper the sentiments that arose in her mind 
on the occasion, and we plaoo them before the reader aa a 
model for tho Christian parent 

" Wahmhst Si. MidkaeTB f^^jr, ld02.— Thia day my 
little Rebecca is received into tho ark of our Lord. Sho 
haa been blessed by the prayer of faith, that ahe may ro> 
eei\e the fulness of hb grace, and remain in the number of 
hia faithful children; that, being ateadfost in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity, she may pass thrmgh 
tho waves of thia troublesome world, that inally aho may 
enter tho land of everiasting life. Glory I glory! gkny bo 
to Him, who haa obtained for his servant these iMataaMUo 
prtvikgea — to enter into eovcnant with him — to 
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whli lib Spirit— io rooeivo iho bloving of oar reooneilcd 
FMlier— iQheriton in his kingdom of blonodnen. BkoMd 
Lord| eta we be forgeifd of oar dutj to thoe-— lo thee who 
hiii poroheeed all for osf Oh slrengthen as, pitj o«r 
wetkneHy be meroifiil to as, and, u ihj holj angols always 
do thee serrioe in heaTon, give as grace to sonrc thee so 
fidthfollj while on earth that we maj hereafter be reeeired 
{■to thdr blessed sooiotj, and join their ereriasting alio* 
loiahe in thj et«9rnal kingdom. Worthy is the Lamb that 
was sbiui to roeeire power, and riehes, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and gloiy, and blossing. Bleasing, 
and gioiy, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and 
power, and might, be unto onr God forever and over. 



The ktton and other writings of 31 re. Scton afford many 
other evidences of the ical with which she parsned the re- 
ligion in which she had boon educated; bat we have said 
enongh to render it nnqncstionable that she was a fervent 
and practical advocate of piety, according to her own nndor> 
standing of the subject, and incalcatcd both by word and 
eiample those high principles of morality which made her a 
ahining member of the church to which she belonged and a 
bright ornament in the social and domestic circle. To ao- 
ifuire this character was the objoct which she eontinaally 
ptepesed to heiself; and we cannot better describe than in 
her own words the efforts which she made to imprmro her> 
self in all the qualities that constitute an honorable eharao- 
ler and nsefol life. In a letter to a distant friend, she says: 
— ''Ner can I ever kment the season of youth, for that of 
middle ago is much more desirable, and ksts mneh longer, 
partieohurly if^it prepares the way to honorable old ago^ and 
neenmnhies sikeh materials as win make thai happy. All 
ei^Msvfs boon have thet aim; and ff the point anticipated 
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Is never reached, it certainly fulfils the present moments to 
the best advantage, and if Uicir mcmoiy remains, it will be 
a soaroe of the greatest pleasure." 

The preceding part of Mri. 8cton*s histofy embraces 
particularly those fiicts which exhibit her personal worth as 
a wife, the mother of a family, and a member of Miciety in 
general; but the close relations which she continued to 
maintain with her father, and the virtues which they called 
into action, are worthy of special remark, inasmuch as they 
oontribute more fully to the portrayal of her character. 
The private worth and professional distinction of Dr. Day* 
ley concurred to merit for him the wsnucst affection an«] 
profoundest respect of his children, while the valuable' 
services which ho rendered to the cause of science snd 
humanity won for him a deserved celebrity in Europe as 
well as in America. 

Having completed his studies in Engbnd, he commenced 
the practice of medicine in New Yoric, snd soon acquired 
distinction by his successful treatment of diseases and his 
skill in surgery. He was the first 'to discover the iniam- 
matory nature of the eroup,^-on which he published a work, 
— was a member of tho Medical Faculty of Columbia Col- 
lego from its oommeneomenty and was one of the eariieat 
promoten of the New York Dispenssiy. Having devoted 
particular attention to the investigation of yellow fever and 
its eausesy during repeated ravagca of this fearful aeourge, 
ho wrote a work on the subject, which b distinguished for 
its pnetieal and sound observations. Appointed health- 
physician to the port of New York, he became chiefly in- 
strumental in procuring tho enactment of the state quaran- 
tine laws, and successfully contributed to obtain similar 
reguktieas from the general government* 

* F«r •Cktr MaUi rMfwIfaig Hr. Buyluf, Mt TkMktr'f 
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Wbflo Dr. Bajlejr was panning a ptofcmion which, with 
hii «Befgotie mind and actiTO habits, anbjoctod him to ibo 
■Oil ardaoiis kbon and ozposed his lifo to tho most immi- 
Mwl danger, ho found some rdiof from his dailj toila in 
the aibelionato regard and aooomplishod sooiotj of his 
danghtor. IIo had improssod vpon tho minds of his chil- 
dron, fifom their oiriioBi joath| that tho happiness of their 
Cither depended upon them; and the lesson was acted npon 
to hb entiro satisfaction by Mrs. 8cton. We hare seen how 
fcndlj she was attached to him in childhood. At a later 
period, when his ooonpations became more ardaotis and in- 
cessant, H was her constant aim to please him by CTidoiicm 
of ilial attachment Althongh he had married a second 
tfano— a cirenmstance often rosnlting in the dintarbanoo of 
the harmonioas relations between parent and child — she IohI 
•olhing of that fond aiTootion which she had always enter- 
tained for him. In this she only corresponded to the ten- 
der loTO and solieitade which he crinced for her. Writing 
to her a short time before her marriage, he says: ''Solieit- 
ooi always, and on all occasions, to hear from yon or to 
eorrospond with yon, yon find I do not omit any opportnnity 
to pffvnote that plcasnre. Mest of ns are tinctnrod with a 
HtUo of the selfish — yonrs is of that kind that yon cornv 
apood ohiefiy with yonnelf. Now, I approre of that mode 
of oorres p ondenee, if yon add a new stock of information 
and nseftel knowledge to yonr former acquisitions. In this 
oaao yon hare my permission to perscTcre. In snch a case, 
and hi all instances, believe roe yonr aflTcctionato friend and 



Whether al home or libroad, Dr. Bayley possessed in the 
^efotodnesB of his davghtor a sonrce of nnmingled pleasnie 
and most gratefWl reUxation. His hnmanc and indefatiga- 
Ua at tention i to the ▼ictiins of disease were intermptod 
Airing the day only to seek a brief repose near the piano 
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where aho presided with skilful hand; and wlicn absent from 
home, in the prosecution of professional business, he was 
delighted with the intercourse which her IcttcfB enabled him 
to enjoy. Tfie following extracts from tlicir correspondence 
will show the affectionate regard, fninknom of hcaH, and 
pUyful spirit, which contributed so mnch to tlie mutual gra- 
tification of the parent and the child. Suffering fnmi in- 
disposition, he thus writes to her at the commencement of 
tlie year:— « I must smile, although I cannot swallow but 
with diflkmlty. Confinement is so unuKiuil a thing for me, 
that the novdty affords me the most sol id sntiMfnciioa. No 
bustle — no foding of pulses — no scolding nor being scolded 
at — thus retired as it were within myself, I have neither 
care, thought, or wish — not even to see you. Now, let its 
see how the matter stands. Suppose me entering your 
room, exclaiming, 'My dear daughter, I wish you a luippy 
new year; Seton, how are youf I wwh you a happy year.' 
'Thank yon, sir; I wish yon a great many.' I assert, the 
foregoing is better transacted in idea, fur the very reason 
that a pantomime is a more rational exhibition for an active 
mind to oontemplato than the dull, coinmonphice, tiett 
woee representation of a pisy. Thus I am situated; re- 
moved from the necessity of acting on the stage of the 
worid, my mind furnishes me with all that is necessary. An 
infiammation in the throat, although troublesome to a de- 
gree, is not so painful as a swelling at the side of the face, 
with a tender tooth; but, as I am reslly confined, I woukl 
take that too, if it wouhl rid your friend of it. Guard 
against the sudden changes of wcsther; never dwell on 
trifies; he mistresB of yourself; then I am convinced yon 
will always have, the credit of acting well." 

When on a visit to Albany, in tho yosr 1800, Dr. Bay. 
ley rooeived from his danghtor the following exprossioQS of 
hor fogaid t^'Nem nrkf Ihurk 4.— My Cither, a littla 
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fidthfbl lioari hat boon oonTonbg with ytm tbia hour pMl| 
and I have ongagod to Wjpy from it a part of its eootents-^ 
UmI ii rogrota j<mr aboonce, ia oxtromoly anxiona for joar 
jpranai aafcty, and win rojoioo whon jou rotnm. Tho poai 
gooi lo-norrow; thoroforo thero ia no timo to wait till Uio 
bimb la ia tbo bumor of invoniioni and tbcroforo jrou moM 
rooolTe tbo proaoni oommuriication tnm tbat aonrco wbicb 
ia ahraja roadj wben joa aro tbo porMn in qucation; and 
it baa alao a poenliar ploaanro in oonToying to yon tho in* 
tdligenoo tbat ita friond, wbo was yoaterdajr a aufibror, iawcll 
Uvdaj." 

"March 12. — ^Tbo bcart of yoar Botty jumped for joj 
tl aigbt of tbo lottor tbat was to toll bcr of yonr mfo ar^ 
liral, tbat jon wore woll, and in tbo midst of fHcnds; and 
can it be tbat tbore ia anj cbarm in tbo risit to Albany to 
eompoBiate for your abaenoe from New Yorkf Hear sir, 
bdeed yon miatook: it waa bat a momentary impronion, 
wbieb| I am anre, ia before tbia time ebangod into tbe re- 
eoUeetioos of tbooe d<mceur$ witboat wbieb erery otber gra* 
tiieation kiaea its ebarm witb ita noTolty. Tbat orcr yon 
aboiild obaenre tbo distance of tbo belt firom tbo ebin* It 
ia trae tbat fery eonspienoits points must attract attention : 
■0 fiur it ia eaay to imaginO| — more ao tban tbat your mind 
abottM bo ia tbat pliant, bappy mood to admit of amnsemcnt 
fnm transient objects. I wkb it may long remain in tbe 
dssuraUe state your letter loft yoa in, like boliday to tbe 
ebOd tbat baa long been kept in aobool and barassed by tbe 
isfeiityof itsteaeber. . • • . I ba?o boon oopying ao 
ly Kngliab letton, Frcncb lottem, Ao., tfcat one eye ia 
I, tbe otber abnt; tberoforo, dear Mr. Ftopa, I wiah yon 
a algbl of real and myaolf the same. Yonr most dnat 
ieai^ef^ \ R. A. Skton." 
^i— ^— i— — *— i^i^ II ■ t I t ■ ..» 

^ Aa allBtlta to smm nmuk tf M AUlMr. 
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Tbo amiable qnalitica bore depicted could not fiul to 
care a corresponding feeling in a parent of so gencrova a 
aataro aa Dr. Bayley. liut, enhanced aa they were by the 
aoblcat aontiments of Yirtuc, they rondorod hiN daughter an 
objoet of anboandod admiration in his eyes. Writing to 
him OB one occasion, after indulging her uminl vein of bi« 
birity, abo conoludoa her letter in the following bcnatiful 
strain :— " I bsYO been reading of tlie High and Holy One 
wbo inbabita eternity, and aclecting such pasmges aa I wish 
to transmit to my daughter. How the world Icsscna and ro- 
cedca! How calm and peaceable aro boura qient in auch 
aditudo! They aro marked down for useful purposes, and 
their memoiy remains. I close my evening employment 
with 'orisons for thee.' Peace be witb my father." To tbia 
deration of soal and practical wisdom Mrs. 8eton joined a 
degree of rospcctfnl submission to the wishes of her father, 
whiob waa not less sttraetiTe in tbe eyes of a parent 
Tboagb oireaowtancea would aomctimea pbee him at a dis- 
taaoe from her, abe regarded bim aa proaent, and obaenred 
bia eounocls witb tbe same exactitude aa if be were a wit- 
aess of her oonduet "Your spirit," she tells bim, <'sar 
rounds your obild, who chocks eaeb word you woaM prerent 
and porsuos OTCiy action that yon would approre." It is 
eaay to conceiTe bow truly such rirtue waa appreciated by 
Dr. Bayley, and bow rofitahing must bsTO been ita cfleets 
amid tbe biborioua duUea in which he was so aetiYcly en* 
gaged. In the diaobargo of bis oflko aa health physicma 
to tbe port of Now York, be passed much of bis Ubm at 
8taton Isbind, where rossels were detained at (|aarantine. 
Hero tbo seanos of distress and auforing wbieb oeearred 
among tho emigrants, who froqoontly arrired ia eooaider* 
aUe nnmbera, and which almoat defy dcaeription, called lata 
eoostsnt action the onorgetio benerolenee of Dr. Bayley. 
MTbile tbo yolk»w fcror waa raging oa board of tbe iaiselad 
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lamfABf hvrrjring to the gniTO hnndrods of nofortmuilo 
babgB wlio had BCtreelj toon tho light of day siiico the/ had 
•mbarked from homoi and little infants were dying bj scores 
as soon as admitted into the fresh air, or famishing at the 
mother's breast^ unable to roeoire other noarishmcnt or to 
ind it. Dr. Bayley was oTerjwhero seen among the sick 
and tho djing— sometimes eanying the almost lifeless 
babes in his own arms, to plaoe them in comfortable beds. 
To the eonnthsBS numbers that came from foreign coantries, 
and wore suffering from the pestilence, he was a real father. 
Li oSoes of hnmanitj he ncTcr wearied, and every rising 
tun found him already two or throe hours engaged in the 
wofk of charity. Although Mrs. Seton coukl not partici- 
pate in tho aotire phihinthropy of her father, she did not 
hck the disposition to do all that she possibly could to as- 
suage the sulforings of her fellow-beingi. The language in 
which she alludes to their pitiable condition exhibits a heart 
lUed with the most tender eommisoration. Writing to her 
sister4n-law on this subject^ she says: — "llcbeeca, I cannot 
sleep; the dying and the dead possess my mind — babies 
perishing at the empty breast of the expiring mother. A iid 
this is not fimey, but the scene that surrounds me. Father 
wtyu such was nerer known before; that there are aetually 
twdTO ehildron that must die for mere want of sustonanoe, 
unable to take more than the breast, and, from the wrotehed- 
■esi of their parents, depriyed of it, as they have kin ill for 
many days la the ship, without food, air, or changing. Mor- 
oifiil Father! oh, how readily would I give them each a turn 
of my child's treasure^ if in my choice ! But, llebeoca, they 
htre a prorider b heaven who will soothe tho P^gs of the 
■uftring Innocent" Such was tho heartfelt sympathy with 
which she oontempkted the misery of these around her, that 
aha was templed to weaa her own child, in order to becooM 
a BMtker to the little ones whom sickness had deprived of 
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all parental assistance. But thb her father would net per- 
mit^ as her first duty regarded these who were more immo- 
diatoly under her chaige. Uer obligations in this respect 
allowed her comparative leisure in her retirement at Slate* 
Ishmd; and she did not fail to employ to the best-advantage 
the moments which were left from her domestic avocatioos. 
One hour of the day was devoted to the gmtifieation of her . 
father, who found no more effectual relaxation from hb ar- 
duous and perilous office than to listen to the sweet music 
of the piano; but to prayer and the reading of the holy 
Scriptures she appropriated much more time, and she expe- 
rienced the purest joy in these excreiscs of Christian piety.* 
The following effusion, written at a scsson when the ravsgcs 
of death were aetivcly going on around her, will show the 
peace of mind which, under these cireumslanecs, she derived 
from religious meditation, and her grateful sense fur the 
favoffs vouchsafed to her and her family: — '* 'Consider the 
blessings that are at Ilis right hand for them that love him.' 
I was awoke from my sleep this morning with these sweet 
words still sounding in my ears — a bright sun and every 
blessing surrounding me. Often does the perishing body 
enjoy this happiness, while the soul is still imprisoned in 
tho shades of darkness. Thia day it flics to Him, the mer- 
oiful giver of these unspeakable blessings, without a fear or 
one drawback but the dread of that frailty returning which 
has so often sunk it in tho depths of sorrow. Blereiful Fa* 
ther, graciously save it from the worrt of sll niiMcry, — that of 
offending its adored benefactor and friend, l^ise the Lord, 



• Ai SB arMMM tf Mrs. 8«tMi't •aalrttUoa •f pict/, wt «m 
ll«a litft Ikat th* «m ttHMk wiik tk« rtllgloM 4t«MMMf tf ih« Iritli 
MiigTMli wli« Uaatd Ml StelM ItUad r«r Um parpMt •f r«e«lvi«g 
MtdkalAld. "Tk^irttUilatllMfftpMriiMplcdidwlMalbtjfQtlMr 
Itnli VM H awMihU mi IIm gnui, mi4 dl, ksMllag, aAmvA Mir 9Ukm 
ISrtbt BNreyi aad tvtry Mtrafag nmla^lhMi rtptatiag tMrfnltm* 
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oh mj soul I Fnise him, thai the Uonod impuke of gnoo 
wuj rodoand to thj own happinon and gknji for to him 
thj pimiie oan add nothing; to thjaolf it is now tho meana 
of giaoa and oomfort, and heroaflor will bo thy pleaaaro and 
Joj thiongh eternitj." 

B«i the period had arrirod whon Mn. Seton wao to ex* 
perieaee one of the sororoat trials that eoold fall io her kit 
Dr. Bajleji her Cither, was about to end a lifo of actiYO nso* 
ftdneasi on the Torj spot and in tho T017 eanso where his 
labon had been so extonsiTelj bonefietal to the medieal pr6- 
fession imd to hnmanitj. In the dischaige of his dutj ss 
health phjsieiani in Aognsty ISOl, ho directed the passen- 
gefi and erew of an Iriah emigrant Teasel with ship feyer to 
go OB shore to the rooms and tents appointed for them, leay- 
ing their baggage behind. This was in the erening. Earijr 
the ioDowing morning, upon going to the hospital, he found 
that his orders had been disobeyed, and crew and passen- 
gers, men, women, and children, well, sick, and dying, with 
an their baggage, were huddled together in one apartmont, 
where they had pa ssed the night Into this apartment, ho* 
km it had been Tentikted, ho imprudently entered, and ro» 
mained but a moment, bebg eompelled to retire by the most 
dendljaiekiieaB at the stomach and intense pain in the hoad^ 
whkh sailed him immediately upon entering the room.* 
Reteniag homoi he retired to his bod, from which he nerer 
ISM. Tho anguiah of his afleettonato and doToted dan^tor, 
al Ihk orisii^ may be bettor imagined than dosoribod. /kJl 
thid tho tSMderest solioitude could suggest was done by her 
•0 loBofO his fuffmngi. She watched continually U his 
M^ Old poviod forth her fonrent prayon to Qod for his 
welfim. In frot| the morey qi Qod was her only resouiuo 
Ib tkm memonto of deep aflietioB, and aho Inrokod it ia- 
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intly in behalf of her bdored parent. She thus ex- 
presses her sentiments on this occasion in a letter to a sister- 
in-law. '' My own Rebecca's heart aches for mc — but all in 
rain. The chance is so small, that hope is folly, excepi at 
we refer it to Jlira who can renew both body and soul in an 
instant He cannot retain any nourishment or i;et rest for 
any length of time; knows his dear Deity, so as to express 
by his looks his pleasure at seeing her, and aometimes puts 
out his hand. Your poor sister's only rttn^ is the fbtker 
that camid be removed. Oh ! how sweet is such refuge in 
this hour I*' Such was Mrs. 8eton*s trust in Ctod, not only 
for the bodily relief of her father, but principally for tho 
welfare of his soul. She knew that his religious ideaa were 
loo conformable to the principles of the then proraloni phi- 
losophy, and she feared, notwithstanding his great moral vir- 
tues, lost his salration might bo in danger. In tho ardor 
of her lore, and with full conidcnce in the infinite good n eas 
of Qod, she endcarorcd to think of some sacrifioo which 
could bo offered to the Almighty as a pledge for the eternal 
happiness of her Cither's soul. At length she adopted tho 
following expedient Learing her dying parent for a few 
moments, she went to tho cradle where her infant child was 
sleeping, dssped it in her arms, and, going out on the piana 
of the building, she there raised the little innocent babe to- 
ward hearen, and 'appealed to the divine compaauou, say- 
ing, <'0 Jesus, my merciful Fsther and Qod! take this 
litUe hinoeent offering; I give it to thee with all my heart; 
take it, my Lord, but sare my father's soul." It pleased 
dirine Proridenee, howerer, not to deprive her of tho duld 
which she bore in her arms. It was roserrod, with hor 
other childreB, to bo roared in the knowledge of the true 
faith, afler she herself h^ been introduced into the ouo foM 
under one shepherd. On the seventh day of his sickness 
about the 10th of August. Dr. Bayky expirud, leaving bo- 
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kind Um a Wgh oharaetcr ts a clinioaUj-inBlmctcd pbjM- 
eiaa, " an ozeelloDi and boW operator, a prompt practitioner, 
of npid diagnosis and onhesiUting decision. In demeanor 
a perfect gentleman, lioncst and ohiTalrously honoraWe; of 
perfect intcgri^, and little tolerant of oWiquity in ethers; 
orer ready to sorre the eanse of his profesnon j indexible in 
his attachments, invincible in his dislikes, and nnbrooking 
of inenlt j In temper icry, yet suddenly cool— a fnnlt which 
he knew and legrattod; thoroughly feariessj somewhat too 
•Inmgly psrtial to certain patients, but withal charitable to 
t frult"*^' He was one of those characters that make 
warm friends and bitter enemies. His senrants and depend- 
ants were mudi attached to him, and for scYcrsl years after 
his death they were known to shed tears at the menUon of 

his name. 

With the ardent temperament of Mrs. Seton and her fond 
derotednesi to her father, the bereavement which she suf- 
feiod by his death would have produced the most disastitms 
maUs for her happiness, had she not been strengthened 
•gainst all the vieissitudos of life by the steady cultivaUon 
of t spirit of submission to the decrees of Providence. This 
disposition enabled her to moderate her grief; and although 
^ ever mailed the memoiy of Dr. Bayley with the pro- 
foundest sentiments of love and veneration, she did not for- 
Mi that the Almighty had reserved for her, in the family 
anmnd her, an ample field for the immediate exercise of her 
sfeeUomde iollettude. It was her only remaining wish, 
after the Interment of her distinguished parent, that she 
ml^ he permitted after death to repose by his side. But 
this pn^orwai not granted: It was ordained in the counsels 
of HesfOB thai she heitelf should become a nucleus anmnd 
whiek nmdd he githerod the precious remains of her ehil- 

• IkMhw, toe. t/t . 
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dren and her spiritual dangliters, who will not be separated 
from her In death after having been united in the bonds of 
eharity during life. 

After the demise of her father, 3Ira. Scton seemed to 
grow more fervent in the prsctice of her religion. The ex- 
tracts already furnished from her pnpcra, some of which 
were posterior in date to the event Just mentioned, clearly 
show thst as she advanced in years the pnctice of piety 
engaged her deep and constant attention. We will hero 
furnish one oi two additional pasmgcs from her writinpi at 
this period, with a view to indicate the sentiments which 
animated her previously to the increased affliction which sn 
all-wise Providence was preparing for her. On Sunday, the 
28d of May, 1802, on which most probably she had com- 
muned, she thus expresaes herself: — *' This bicmed day, my 
soul was firii sensibly convinced of the blctting and pmcti- . 
cabiiity of an cntiro surrender of itself and all its faculties 
to Qad. It has been the Lwtf% day indeed to me — though 
many, many temptations to forget my heavenly pow scss ion, 
in his constant presence, liave pressed upon me. iJut, blessed 
be my gracious Shepherd, in tHi^bst hour of his day lam 
at rest within his fold, sweetly refreshed with the waters of 
comfort which have flowed through the soul of his minister- 
ing fcrvant" In the month of Au<;ust, the same year, she 
formed the following resolutions, which evince a serious at 
tention to the practice of the Christian maxims. '< Solemnly 
in the presence of my Judge, I resolve, through his grace, 
to remember my infirmity and my sin ; to keep the door of 
my lips; to consider the cause of sorrow for sin in myself 
and them whose souls sro as dear to me as my own; to check 
and restrain all useless words; to deny myself and exercise 
that severity that I know is due to my sin; to judge myself 
theroby, trusting through mercy that I shall not be severely 

J idged by my Lord." The following year, on the 0th of 
i D 
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Bfafuh, sho penned a bcauUfnl act of thankagiving to Goil, 
In wbioh iho alhides io ibo happj exchange of Uiis life'i 
fhadowi and pains for the glory and fcliciiy of the next 
wOh lei onr wok praiao tkoc, and our all bo dorotod to iby 
•errioe; then ai the last we shall praise the day without 
nighti njoicing in thy eternal courts— by the light of thy 
eclestial glories all our darkncw, pains, and sorrows, will be 
forerer dispetsed— those clouds and griefs which now op- 
piefli and weigh down the souls of thy poor, erring creatures 
will be gone snd remembered no more. Those tboms which 
now obstruct our path— Aose shades which now obscure the 
light of thy heayenly truth— all, all shall be done away, and 
give pUice to thy cheering presence, to the eternal, unchang- 
ing joys which thou hast in store for the souls of thy faith- 
ful servants." Thus did the good providence of Ood permit 
her to eberish the most fervent sentiments of religion, even 
in communion with the sect in which she had been educated, 
that her mind might bo fortified against the influence of ap- 
proaching tribuhtioa, and parUeubriy that her subsequcnl 
abjuration of error might bo invested with a greater eclat, 
and exhibit mow strikingly the riches of that mercy which 
calls the wandering sheep into tho pasturns of truth and 
eternal life. In tho following book it will be seen how ttia 
Ahnlghty proparod the way for this rfgnal exercise of *--- 
iBfioilt goodncM. 
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Mr. 8etoii't ilMbfallK— Voyiigt Io IUi1j» iiecom|Nintc<i bj lila vifb ■ii4 
tidcflt daaglilor — Mrs. Solmi'ii ■enlimcntf^llcr jovnuU^IiieMoiila <mi 
trrlvlBf At Leghorn — DcMri|illna of Ike LoMrelU)— Mrs. Folon't 
reslgoAtioB Mid forlllode — The CW/»ir<fiH)— Mr. 8«toB growi wcoker— 
QvanuitlM provmnllont — Mm. Poton'i eooSdeneo in Ood^Cnnirvri to 
bor hntbond — Hit tttflierlBgy — The Cepllano*t religion — Sentlmenla of 
Mr. SetoB— Yltilora Bt tho LoiaroUo— iBoidoot of Mrr. 8eton*a yonlh 
— ReieetioBt^CoBiBiBBioB with hone— Attentloiif to her hnthoBiU-.- 
DoTolloBo— Joarae/ to PIm — Derotednetf of Mm. Sc lonelier h«r> 
hond't dItpotltioBf— lilt donth— Energy nnd fortitodo of hit wi(k» 
What olmngtrf thonght of her — AllenHonf nnd tjniiiolhy frooi 
fkrloBda — Vbit to FloroBco— Ini|»rtflsiont. 

Karlt in the spring of 1808, Mr. Seton*a health, which 
had always been extremely delicate, seemed to be rapidly 
declining, and he was advincd by his physicians to try the 
experiment of a sea-voyage for the purpose of reviving hb 
ainking frame. A commercial intercourse had made him 
long and favorably known to tho Blessrs. Filiechi, distin- 
guished merchants at Leghorn, which determined him to 
visit the genial clime of that country, and to renew an ae> 
quaintance which ho had formed with it in his eariier years. 
With a view to afford her suffering husband every attention 
that his situation required, Mrs. Scton resolved to aecom* 
pany him, and immedbtely set about the ncecssaiy prcpara* 
tions for the voyage, confiding to her rchitives the care of 
her younger children, and selecting Iter eldest daughteff 
Anna Blaria, then in her ninth }-ear, as a companion during 
her travels. The severe trial which carried Mrs. 8eton from 
home, and the fearful uncertainty which }-ct hung over tho 
issue of the journey, were well calculated to plunge her into 
the deepest sorrow; but hc^ confidence in God and rcsigna* 
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IkNi to his divine will sustained her conrago and composod 
her mind for eyery albir thai demanded attention. We 
HMj form some idea of her sentimcnti at this period fit>m 
the following lines written to one of her nearest friends: — 
''Nj dear, dear Elisa, your tenderness and aifeetion ealls 
mo haek; for often, often, with all I have to do, I forget I 
am hero. / iTie elood that would OTorpower can wlj Iwi 
home hj striTing to get aheve it/ Seton has had new and 
•orero rafTering sinoo I saw jou; all aay it is presumption, 
. and next to madness, to undertake our voyage; hut you 
know we reason diiferontly. Saturday is now the day; 
•very thing is ready and on hoard. We will, dear Eliza, 
rest upon Ilim, our only strength, and my soul is thankful, 
for surely, with all the many calls we have to resign our 
hopes in this life, we naturally without one lingering pain 
must seek our rest ahove. Can it be that we will be there 
to separate no more f With the strong and ardent faith 
with which I receive and dwell on this pnmiise, all is well 
uid rostlnc on the mercy of God. May he bless you as my 
soul hteases you, and raise you above the sorrows and pains 
with which your soul has so long struggled! Dear, dear 
Rlisa, my heart trembles within me, and I can only aay, 
take my dariings often in your armj^and do not let the re* 
Momhranee of any thing I have ever done that has vexed 
ywi come twiec to your thoughts. / 1 know it will not; but 
It seems now to me like my Umi hour with all that I love." 
To a yottthM and beloved rehitive, in whose welfare she 
look a partieuhir interest, Bin. Seton addressed the follow. 
Ing parting advioe :—<< Although I leave you in the hands of 
your dearest flriends, and under the protecting care of unr 
dear and Heavenly Father, still my heart would dictate to • 
yo« many aa^lo«is requesU respecting your habitual ob- 
MrvaMS of thai heavenly Christian life you have so eariy 
'^ i; isd la order to porsoTori in this, your first atten- 
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IkNi must bo to make to yourself a few particular rules, 
which yo« must not suiTcr any thing on earth to divert you 
iWmii as thoy rebte immediately to your sacred duty to your 
Qod; and, if you find that there are any obstacles in your 
way— «nd doubtleas you will find many, as cvciy Christian 
dees in the fulfilment of their duty, — still persevere with 
yet more earnestness, and rejoice to bear your ahare in the 
cross, which b our passport and seal to the kingdom of our 
Bedeemer. Nor will your steadiness of conduct ever injure . 
you even in the minds of those who act diflbrently from I 
yo«, for all who love you will respect and esteem yo« the ' 
more lor persevering in what yo« know to be your duty. 
And may the Divine Spirit strengthen your soul in his ser- 
vice, and make your way plain before you, that whatever 
ace the changes in this our mortal life, we may find our rest 
in that blessed fold, where dear friends will no more be 
lepanted, but perfect the virtues and affcetiona which have 
united them here, by the crown of immortal life and glory." 
The day after writing this note, October 2d, the vojageni 
had reached the quarantine port of New York on their way 
to Italy. Mr. Seton already experienced the salutary effects 
of a change of air, and as to his wife, she thus expressed 
her feelings on leaving home : — *' My heart is lifted, feels its 
treasure, and the little cabin and my cress are objects of 
peace and sweet comfort. lie is with me, and what can I 
fearf" Although the parting from homo drew tears from 
her eyes, she was resigned to the circumstaneos that eem*> 
pelted it On the folh>wing day, the vcspcl having nearod 
the light-house, Mr. Seton's symptoms continueu to be 
favorable. From this position, Mrs. Seton addressed a note 
to her sister-in-law, Bebeeca, in which she says :— << I feel so 
satisfied in my .hidden treasure, that you might think me an 
old rock. BIr. and Mn. 0*Drien (the captain and hia wif i) 
are really kind friends to us. The steward seems as anxious 
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to ploMO no u OTcn <mr Blary* oonM bo, and a doar litCh 
ehild, aboat eightoon inontha old, makes mo sigh for Tattd;f 
hoif as. I told mj Bajrlcji I neither look behind nor before 
— otti^ w/i, — tlicro is my rest, and I want nothing. Thcj 
threaten a storm, but I fear not with Ilim," With this 
ealm temper of mind, which Mrs. Scton nniformljr prcsorredi 
a tejago aeross tho Atlantie oould not fail to bo a source of 
abundant enjojincnt, whether resulting from the contem* 
pbtion of tho natural wonders which it presented, or from 
the spiritual associations which it bo readily suggests to a 
religious soul. About midway between America and Italy 
aho thus wrote to a friend at homo: — "Wo are now past tho 
Western Isles, which are exactly half-way between New 
York and Leghorn, and hourly expect to meet some vessel 
that may take our letters home — as I am sure my very dear 
friend will bo among tho first inquirers of news from us. I 
write, though sure there can bo little to interest you after 
saying that Mr. Seton is daily getting better and that little 
Ann and myself are well. If I dared indulge my enthu- 
siasm, and describe, as far as I could give them words, my ex- 
travagant enjoyments In gating on tho ocean, and tho rising 
and setting sun, and the moonlight evenings, a quire of 
paper would not contain what I should tell you; but one 
•ubjeet yon will share with me, which engages my whole 
•oul,— tho dear, tho tender, tho gracious lovo with which 
evoiy momeut has been marked in theso my heavy hours 
of trial. Ton will believe, because you know, how blessed 
they are who rest on our Heavenly Father. Not one strug- 
gio nor desponding thought to contend with--eonfiding 
kopo and oonsoling peace has attended my way through 
storms and dangers Uiat inuiit have terrified a soul whose 
took ii not Christ'' 

• . ^^_ ^ 
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During the voyago nothing of particular interest trap 
spired except tho sickness of Mrs. 8eton*s daughter, wh«» 
eaught the whooping-oongh from the captain's child, whic)* 
was laboring under tho same complaint. Mr. Setun*s health 
was apparently improving, though he wns much annoyed bt 
the coughing and crying of the children around him. Ilii 
wifo divided her timo between her devotions and the atten- 
tions which she bestowed upon him and her sufierin^ child. 
Iler sentiments and resolutions are thus recorded by her- 
self, on tho 11th of November: — " My dear little Anna slioti 
many toan on her prayer-book, over the 02d psalm, in con- 
soqueneo of my telling her that we oflendcd Ood every day. 
Our conversation began by her asking me if God put down 
our bad actions in his book as well as our good ones. ^She 
said she wondered how any one could be sorry to see a dear 
infant die; she thought there was more cause to cry when 
they were bom. I Considering the infirmity and corrupt 
nature which would overpower the spirit of grace, and the 
enormity of tho offcneo to which the least indulgence of 
them would lead me — in the anguish of my soul, shudder- 
ing to offend my adored Lord, I Iwve this day solemnly en- 
gaged that, through the strength of his Holy Spirit, I will 
not again expose that corrupt and infirm nature to the small- 
est temptation I can avoid; and, therefore, if my Heavenly 
Father will oneo more reunite us all, that I will make a 
daily sacrifieo of every wish, oven tho most innocent, lest 
they should betray me to deviation from the solemn and 
saerod vow I have now made. my Ood ! imprint it on 
my soul with tho strength of tho Holy Spirit, that, by his 
grace supported and defended, I may never more forget that 
thou art my all, and that I cannot bo received in thy 
heavenly kingdom without a pure and faithful heart, an* 
promdy devoted to thy holy will. Oh, koep mo for tho sake 
of Tesus Chrisfl" 
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81m Uiiu bo*^ »M incidents of Novoiubor 16:— ''A 
koAYj ttonn of ihundcr and lightning at midnight Mjr 
aool, oflBiirol aod itTon^ in its Almighty Protoctori encon- 
ragod itself in him, while the knees trembled as thcj bent to 
him — the worm of the dost shaking at the terrors of its Al* 
mighty Judge — a helpless ehild clinging to the mercy of its 
tender Father — a redeemed sonl strong in the strength of 
its adored SaTiour! After reading a great deal, and long 
and earnest prayeri went to bed, but could not rest A little 
roiooi (my own Anna, who I thought was asleep,) in a soft 
whisper said, ' Gome hitheri all ye weaiy souls/ I changed 
my pbeo to her arms; the rocking of the vessel and the 
breaking of the waves were forgot; the hesYy sighs and 
restless pains were lost in a sweet refreshing sloop. Adored 
Rodoomer ! it was thy word, by the Yoice of one of thy little 
onoi| who promuies indeed to be one of thy angels." On the 
18th of tho same month, while the Ave Maria boUs were 
ringing, tho Yessd arrived in the mole of Leghorn. The 
OYonts which followed between this period and that of her 
husband's death were all recorded by Mm. Seton in a jour- 
nal, which, although not possessing the strict eonnoction and 
phraseology of a narratiYe, will perhaps bo found more in- 
torosting by the reader than if presented in another form, 
as it is a lifelike picture of the author's character, drawn by 
henelf, at moments when she poured forth her sentiments 
and emotions to a bosom friend with the utmost simplicity 
of manner, and with all the ardor which an entire freedom 
fipom restraint would permit This journal was written at 
the lasaretto of Leghorn, where Mr. Seton, with his wifo 
and ebild, was detained during four weeks on aeeount of 
Us aiekness, and his having eome from Now Tork, wheri 
the yellow fever had made its appearance. 

<< IM JNbVf 1808—10 o'c/odb ai niy^-r-Uow eagerly 
wemld you listen to tho voioe that should offer to tell yo« 






where your dear sister is now — ^your souVs sister. Yet you 
eould not rest in your bed if you saw her as she is, i(tlting 
in one comer of an immense prison, bolted in — a single win- 
dow, double-grated with iron, through which, if I should 
want any thing, I am to call a sentinel with a cocked hat 
and long rilled gun — ^that is, that he may not receive the 
dreadful infection we arc supposed to have brought with us 
from New York. 

''To commence from where I left off last night: I went 
to sleep and dreamed I was in the middle aisle of Trinity 
Church, singing with all my soul tho hymn at our dear sa- 
crament 8o much comfort made me more than satisfied, and 
when I heard in the morning a boot was alongside of our 
ship, I flew on deck and would have thrown myself in the 
arms of dear Carlton;* but he retired from me, and a guard, 
whom I saw for tho first time, said, ' Don't touch.' It was 
now explained that our ship was tho first to bring the news 
of tho yellow fever in New York, which our want of a bill 
of health discovered; our ship must go out in the roads, and 
my poor William, being sick, must go with his baggage to 
tho laiaretto. At this moment the bend of musie that al- 
ways welcomes strangon came under our cabin window, 
pbying * Hail Columbia,' and those little tunes that set the 
darlings singing and dancing at home. Mra. O'Brien and 
the rest were almost wild with joy, while I was glad to hide 
In my berth the full heart of sorrow, which seemed as if it 
must break. You cannot have an idea of the looks of my 
poor William, who seemed as if he eould not live over the 
day. Presently appeared a boot with fourteen eara, and we 
entered into another fastened to it The lasaretto being 
some miles from town, wo .were rowed out to sea again, and, 
after an hour*s ride over the waves, the chains which cross 

• Dr. Oajr CMftoa Digrlttjrf •( N«w York, bw •Irp.brothcr, ti IImiI ihmm 
hi Iks ctaallng-hoMt of Um Utmn. Filleelit. 
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the OQiianee of iho canal which leads to thia pkeo wcra let 
down ai the aignal of aoTcral ancccaaire bells, and, after an- 
other rowing between walls as high as oar aceond-stoiy win- 
dows, and the quarroUing and hallooing of the watermen 
when) we should be bnded, the boot stopped. Another sne- 
eeasion of bdls brooght down one gnard after another, and 
in aboQt half an hoar 3Ion8icur lo Capitano, who, after niach 
eonsttltstion and whispering with his lieutenant, aaid we 
■light eonie ont, npon which every one retreated, and a 
guard pointed with his bnjronct the way which we were to 
go. An order from the commandant was sent from our boot 
to the Capitano, Which waa received on the end of a stick, 
and they were obliged to light a fire to amoke it before it 
oouM be road. »Iy books always go with me, and they were 
oarefttlljr put up, hot must all be looked over and the pages 
and the little secretary examined. The penon who did this, 
and examined our mattrcases, must perform m long a quaian. 
tine aa ourselvea. Poor litUe Anna I how she tiombled I and 
William tottered along as if every moment he must fall, 
which had he done, no one for their lives dared to touch 
hink We were directed to go opposite to the window of 
the Gapitano's house. In which sat Blrs. Philip Friicchi— 
eomplinients and kind hwks without number; a fence was 
between us, but, I fear, did not hide m/ faUgue both of aool 
•nd bod/: ISnt we had chairs handed, or lather pbeed for 
m, for, after we had touched them, they eouM not go back 
to the house. At length we were ahown the door we wera 
to eirter— No. 6, up twenty stone stepo-^ room with high 
"jAod oeiHnpi, like St. Pauls, brick floor, and naked walls. 
»• Capitano sent throe warm eggs, a botUe of wine, and 
aouM sNoei of broad. William's mattress was soon spteod, 
and ho upou^ It; he couM not touch wine or eggs. Our 
Wk ayrupa, enmnt Jell/, drinks, *o., which ho must have 
orerjr half hour on beard ship— where :wete they? I had 
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heard the lasarctto was the vciy pbce for comfurt for the 
sidr,«and brought nothing; soon found there was a little 
ekeet, on which my knees found rest, and, after emptying 
my heart, and washing the bricks with my tenni, rctumcil 
to my poor William, and found him and Ann both in want 
of a preacher. Boar puss, she soon found a mpe that had 
tied her box, began jumping away to warm hcrpclf, for the 
ooMneas of the walls and bricks made us Fh'vor. At f^nn^ct, 
dinner came from the kind Filtcchin, wit7i f tlirr iicccf^ricn; 
we went to the grate again to pcc Ihcni. And now, on the 
ahip-mattrcsBCS spread on this C(«o] floor, my William and 
Anna are sound asleep, and I tru^t that God, who has given 
him strength to go through a day of ^uch exertion, will 
carry us on. He is our all imiccd. My cjcs smart an much 
with eryinir, wind, and fatignc, that I mu5t clofc them and 
lift up my heart; sleep Won*t come very easily. If you had 
seen little Anna*8 arms ckirped around my neck, at her 
prayem, while the tears rolled a stream, how you would love 
her! I read her to sleep, little pieces of tnuit in God; she 
said, * Mamma, if papa should die here — but God will be 
with ua.' God is with ns, and if suflVrrings abound in us, 
his consolatioiis also greatly abound, and far exceed an ut- 
terance. If the wind (for it Is said there wcro never such 
storms at this season) that now almost puts ont my light and 
blows on my William at evei/ crevice, and over our chim- 
ney like kmd thunder, could come from any but his com* 
mand,— or if the circumstances that have placed us in so for- 
lom a situation were not guided by his hand, — luupcrable in* 
deed would bo our case. Within this hour he has had a 
violent fit of coughing, so as to bring np blood; which ag{* 
tatea and distrespes him through all his endeavors to hide it 
What ahall we aay? This Is the hour of trial; the Lord sup- 
port and strengthen us in it I Retrospections bring anguish; 
' press forward toward the mark and prise.' 
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^20ik, Sunday morning. --Tho matin bclb awakoocd uij 
wml to its most painral rcgrotsi and filled it with an nffmj 
of aorrow whioh woold not at firat find relief eren in prajrer. 
In the little eloset| fnmi whence there la a view of the open 
aea and the heatinga of the waves against the high roeka at 
I he entrance of this prison, which throws thorn tiotcntlj 
baek and raises the white foam as high as its walls, I fint 
came to my senses, and reflected that I was offending mj 
onlj Friend and resonrce in my misery, and rolnntarily shut- 
ting ftom my soul the only consolation it could receive. 
Holding for moroy and strength hronght peace, and, with a 
eheerfol countonanoe, I asked William what we should do 
for breakfast The doors were unbarred, and a bottle of 
milk sot down in the entrance of the room, poor Philip 
fearing to eome too near. Little Anna and William ate it 
with bread, and I walked the floor with a crust and a glaas 
of wine. William could not sit up. Ilis ague came on, and 
my soul*s agony with it BIy husband on the cold bricks 
without fire, shircring and groaning, lifting his dim and 
s orrow f ul eyes with a fixed gate in my face, while his tcan 
ran on hb pillow without one word. Anna rubbed one 
haid, I the other, till his fercr came on. The Capitano 
brought us news that our time was lessened five days — told 
vc to be satiafied with the dispensations of Qod, &e., and 
was answered by such a succession of sobs that he soon do- 
parted. Mr. Fillcchi now came to comfort my William, 
and whoa he went away we aaid as- much of our blessed 
icnriea as William could go through. I then waa obliged 
to lay my head down* Dinner was sent from town, and a 
serrail to slay with us during our quarantine, — ^Louis, an old 
muii very Utile, with gray bain and blue eyes, which changed 
their oiprasioB horn joy to sorrow, as if they would consolo 
Mid stiH enlircn. My face waa eoYcrod with a handker- 
Akt when ho came in, and, tired of the sight of men with 
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Moked hats, cockades, and bayonets, I did not hiok up 
Poor Louis I how kmg shall I remember his voice of sorrow 
%nd tenderness when refusing the dinner! lie looked up 
with lifted hands in some prayer that God would oomfoii 
me, and an I waa comforted when I did not kwk at my poor 
William ;/bot to see him aa he then was was worse than to 
see him dead.i And now the bolts of another door wcro 
hammered open, and Louii, who waa become an object of 
equal terror, having entered our room and touched what wo 
had touched, had an apartment allotted him. How many 
times did the poor old man run up and down the ncarly- 
perpendicuhur twenty atcps to get things nocessaiy fur our 
comfort next morning I When all was done, I handed him 
a chair that he might rest. lie jumped almost over it, and 
danced around me like a madman, declaring he would work 
all night to serve us. My William, wearied out, waa aoou 
asleep. Ann, with a fiood of tears, raid her prayen and 
soon for^ut her sorrows, and it sccined as if opening my 
pmycr-book and bending my knees was the signal for my 
soul to find rest. It was nine o'clock with us — three at 
home. I imagined what I had ao often enjoyed, and coo- 
milcd myself with the thought that, though acparated in the 
body six thousand miles, my soul and the souls that I lovo 
were at the throne of grace at the same time in the same 
prayers to one Almighty Father, accepted through our 
adoied Redeemer and enlightened by one blessed 8pirit 
Then did it rejoice indeed in the liord, and triumph in tho 
God of its salvatiou. After prayers, read my littks book of 
sermons, and beeame far more happy than I had been 
wietehed. Went to bed at twelve; ^ up twice to prayeia 
and to help my poor )Villiam. 

•< ifoN(f<yy.— Awoke with the same rest and comfort with 
whirh I had laid down. Gave my William his warm milk, 
and began to consider our situation, though ao unfavorahlt 

s 
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to kli complaint, m ono of the stops In tbo dispcDrntions of 
that Almighty will which could alono chooso right for lis; 
tnd theroforo set Ann to work, snd myself to the dear Scrip- 
tines, u usual, lying close behind tho poor shiveror to keep 
him from tho ague. Our Capitano camo with his guards 
and put up a very ncnt bed and curtains, sent by Filicchl, 
and f xcd tho benches on which Ann and I were to lie; t«x>k 
dowB our names— Signoro Ouliclmo, Signora Elisabeth, and 
Bignora Anna Blaria. The roice of kindness which again 
oatraatcd mo to look up to fe (on DiVm mado mo look up 
to tho speaker; and in our Capitano I found crery expression 
of a bencToleni heart. His great cocked hat being oiT, I 
found It had hid his gray hairs and a kind and affectionate 
eonntenanco. * I had a wife ; I loved her— I loved her. Oh 1 
she gaTO me a daughter which she commended to my caro, 
and died.' lie claiipcd his hands and looked up, and then 
at my William. («lf God calls, what can we dofyrt jws 
soN^cx-raiff, SHjtinra f I began to love my Capitano. Read, 
and Jumped tho rope to warm me; looked around our prison 
and fbund that our situation was beautiful; comforted my 
William all I could, rubbing his handu, and wiping his tears, 
and giving words to his soul, which was too weak to pray 
for itadf ; heard Ana raid, while I watched the setUng sun 
la a cloud. After both wero asleep, read, prayed, wept, aad 
prayed again, until eleven; at ao loss to know tho hours 
aighl and day; four bells striko overy hour and ring eroiy 
fpHirter. 

"Tkcsi^f^.— My William was better, and very much cu- 
counged by hla doctor, TutilH, who was very kind to him; 
aim our Capitano, who now seemed to uadofstand mo a 
little, again fcpeated, • I kjved my wife— I loved her, and 
^ died, el fke cov/e«-rotcf, Signora T Talked with tho 
, VtHeehis at th^ grate, and irith groi^i difficulty got my Wil- 
Ham wp tho stalls again) aursed him, read to him, aad 
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heard Aan read, and made the most cf our troubles. Our 
Louis brought us an elegant bouquet— je««amincs, geraninms, 
pinks, &c.; ho makes excellent soup; cooks all with cliar- 
ooal la a litt.e pot No sunset; heavy gale, which, if any 
thing eoaki movo our walls, would ccHainly bring them 
down ; tho rairing of the sea sounds like tliundcr ; po«ied 
my evening as the Uist, quite rcconciloil to the wnlind's 
watch aad bolto and bars; not afraid of my cniiJIc, as the 
window-ahutler is the only piece of wood about lu^. 

" ir«/afff/o^.— Not only willing to tnkc my cw, but 
kissed it too; and while gk)rying in our consolatiorai, my 
poor William was taken with an ague which wan almost too 
much for him. He told me, as ho had often done Inifiirc, 
that it was too kite 5 his strength was going from him ever} 
hour, and he should go gradually, but not k>ng. Tliis tn 
mo: to his friends quite cheerful ; he was not able to go t« 
them ; they were admitted to our door ; mu»t not touch the 
least thing near us; and a point of our Capitano's stick 
warded my William off, when in eager conversation he wouW 
go too near. It reminded me of going to are (kt Uohb.^ One 
of the guards brought a pot of incense also to purify our 
air. A quiet half hour at sunset ; Ann and I sang advent 
hymns with a tow voice. Oh I after all was asleep, said our 
dear lervieo atono— William had not been abto in the day ; 
found heavealy consolation, forgot prisons, bolts, and sor- 
rows, and woukl have rejoiced to have sung with St \Su. 

aad Silas. 

tt Tkurmiay.''^l find my present opportunity a treasure, 
and my ooafincment of body a liberty of soul, which I may 
never agaia enjoy while they aro united. Kvery roomcai 
f.oi spent with my dear books, or in my numtng duty, b a 
ksi. Ana is so happy with her rag4jaby and little presents, 
it b a ptoMuro to see her. Our Cspitano brought us acw^ 
that other five days were granted, and tho lOlh of Dtcmbci 



64 



tni Liri or 



IIEI. B. A. tXTOlf. 



65 



wo wero froo. Poor Willuim mjs with a grooOi ' I belioro 
befofo ibon.' Wo prnj and cry iogotbori till fatigao 0Y0^ 
powoiB klm, Mid thon ho mji ho b willing to go. Ohooring 
«p li union j ho iooms ooiior aflor Tonting hid hoitoWi 
fend ilwsji gotii quioi doop aflor hif atrugglo. A honrj 
•lofm of wind| whioh drivoa tho apraj from tho aoa agaiiwt 
o«r window, adds to hia melanohol/. If I oonld forget mjr 
Qod OBO montont at thcao timca, I ahould go mad ; bat //« 
hoahoa all. * ]lo atilli and know that I am Qod your Father.' 
Doar homoy dearoat alaton, mj littlo onoa— well— oithcr pro- 
tootod hj Qod in thia world or in hoavon. It ia a awcct 
tbovght to dwell on, that all thoao I mont tondorljr lovo lovo 
Qod, and if wo do not moot again horo, thero wo aliall bo 
aoparatod no more. If I have lout thorn nmr, their gain in 
inlnlto and otmrnal. IIow ofUn I toll mj William, * when 
JOB awako In that world you will And nothing oonld tempi 
yon to rotvm to thia ; yon will noo that your care over yom 
wife and littlo oiioa wna like a hand, only to hold tho enp, 
whioh Qod himsolf will giro if ho takoa yon.' UoaTonly 
Fathor, pity tho weak and hardened aoula of thy poor eroa- 
tarea who have not strength to kok to thee, and lift ua tnm 
tho doat for his aakc, oar resarroction and our Kfe, Joaoa 
Chriit, <mr .doRj Bodoomcr. 

^/Vidffjr.— A day of bodily pain, but peaeo with Qod. 
Knaelod on o«r mats ronnd tho table and aaid oar doar sor- 
Tiooj tho atorm of wind ao groat Carlton waa admitted 
■I tho fool of tho ataira, and dmn tho top I eonvoraed with 
hlmi whioh la alwnya a^ groat ploaanro, as ho aooma to mo 
Mil to an angol. Vontarcd to remind my poor William 
thai il waa omr darling William'a birthday, whioh ooat him 
many toan; ho also eriod oror oar dear Harriet's profik>~ 
hidaod ho la 80 weak that oven a thought of homo makea 
Uai ahod toata. How graeioaa ia oar Lord who strengthona 
Iny poor aonl! Conaidor my hnabandi who loft hia all to 
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aook a mildor dimato, eonfined in this place of high and 
damp walla, expoood to ooM and wind, which pcnctnitcs to 
tho Tory Imnkm, without fire ozeept the kitchen eharenal, 
whioh opprunNca hb broaat ao much aa tii m*arly mnvnlw 
him I nn little ayni|ia, nor aoftoiior of the c<)iigh ; milk and 
bark, lecbiid moaa, and opium pilb, (which he Ukca qnidly 
aa a duty, withoat aeeming oven to hope,) ia all I ran oflfrr 
him fruin day to day. When nature faila, and T can no 
kingor kiuk up with ohoerfulneaa, I hide my head cm the 
ohair by hb bodaide, and ho thinks I am praying; and pray 
I do, fur prayer b all my eomfort — witltont it I almuld lio 
of littb aonrioo to him; niglit and day ho calh mo <hb life, 
hb soul, hb dearoat, hb all.' Our Capitano came thia aflrr- 
noon, and seeing poor Willbni in a high fever, aaid, * In 
thb room wluit auffcringa have I seen I There by an Ar- 
monbn begging a knifo to end tlie atrugglo of death ; tlirre 
whore tho 8ignora*a bod is, in tho freiisy of fever, a French- 
man iiiaiated on shooting himself, and died in agonies.' 
Littb billets of paper pasted on tho doom mark how many 
days different persons have stayed, and the abutter b all over 
notched— 10, 20, 80, 40 days. I do not mark ours, truH- 
ing they are muked above. lie only knows best. Dear, 
dear William,^ can aomotimoa inspire him fur a few mo> 
menta to fool that it wouM bo awect to die ; ho always sa}*s, 
' My Fathor and my Qod, thy will bo done.'^ Our Fathor 
in pity and eonipassion, our Qod in power, to aucoor sud to 
save, who promisoa to pardon and aavo us through our 
adored Rodoomer, who will not bt tliuao perish fur wliom ho 
has ahod hb proeiooa bhwd. Only to reflect, if wo did not 
know and bvo Qod — if wo did not foci tho conaobtiona and 
embraoo tho ohooring hope ho haa aet before ua, and End 
oar doh'ght in tho study of hb Ueaaed word and troth, what 
would become of us f 
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TkMgli Mrrowt ttill ftAelinf Hit |>r«|Nur<o, 

Aftd o'er €Mh pturiiif day Imt |>r«MM« lowerp, 
Aftd darikMMd fiuMj iImiIm with mmnj «iref, 
With auiny Iriftif srowdf Um ftitora hovnt 
Still !■ Ike Lord I wiU r^oleo, ' 
Still lo mj Ood I lift mj roleo, 
FMIior of nordott tUII my gntoAil liijf 
Skoll liynfi lliy mmm, osnlUnf !■ Ihj pmlM. 

J. II. II. . 

''CRpilftiio BajSi 'all roliglons arc good; it \a good to keep 
one's own, Imt yonis is not as good as mine — to do to otlicrK 
as jiw wonld wish thom to do to jou — that is all religion 
and the onlj point' Tell mo, doar Gapitano, do yon take 
thii as a good principlo only, or also as a command f ' I 
rerereiioe the oommand| Signora.' Well, Mens. Gapitnno, 
he who oommands yonr cxoellont rale also commanded in 
the tnt pfausc: *Jjoto the Lord yoar Qod with all yovr 
soqIi' and do you not giro that the first place, Capitano f 
'Ah| Signora, it is excellent, mai$ il y a tant de eho§e$.* 
Poor Capitano, sixty years of ago, and yet to find thai to 
glre (M the soul interferes with so many things I Boar 
little Ann, — 'the child shall die a hvndrcd years old, and 
ike sinner s hundred years old shall he— lost V 

"Ttumh^t 29ik Abv.— Was obliged to go to bod at ten 
kMi night, to gei warm in little Ann's arms; awoke this 
SMNming while the moon was setting opposite onr window, 
bai conid not enjoy its brightness, as the spray from the 
son keeps the gbss always thick; hid in bctl till nine with 
little Ann, to exphiin to her our Te Deum. 8ho said, * Omi 
thing always Uoobles me, mamma; onr Saviour says, They 
who wovld reign with him mnst suffer ;with him, and if 1 
WIS now eii off, where should T go, for I hare not yet suf- 
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ferod V She coughs Tcry much, with a great deal of paii 
the breast She said, 'Sometimes I think, when this [ 
eomos in my breast, that Qod will call me soon, and take 
from this world, where I am always oflbiidin;;*hiin; and 1 
good would that be, if he gives nie a sicknem tliat I i 
bear patiently, that I may tiy and please him V Bfy An 
yon please him every day when you help me through 
troubles. 'Oh, del, mamma? thank God, thank God T A 
breakfiwt, road our psalms and the 35th chapter of Isaial 
my William, with so much delight, that it made us all mci 
he read, at littlo Ann's request, the hist chapter of R( 
hitions, bui the tones of his voice no heart can stand, 
storm of wind still, and vciy cold. Williani, with a blaii 
over his shoulders, creeps to the old niatrs fire; Ann jni 
the rope, and Matty hqis on ono foot five ur six times 
length of the room without stopping — hugli at mc, my sis 
but it is very good exercise, and warms sooner than a 
when there m a warm heart to set it in motion. Sang hyi 
and read promises to William, ahivering under the I 
clothes, and felt that God is with us, and that he is our 
The fever comes hot, tho bed shakes even with his breath 
—my God, my Father! 

*'St, Andrewt, 80^ Abv.— William again by the kite) 
fire. Last night, thirty or forty poor souls of all natic 
Greeks, Turks, Spaniards, and Frenchmen, arrived here fi 
s shipwreck — no mattresses, no clothes or food — great-c( 
without shirts— shirts without coats — these sent all to < 
room with naked walls and the jug of water, until the a 
mandant should find leisure to supply them. Our Capit 
says heean do nothing without orders. 'i^rricNce, que von 
iK>Nf, Stffiiora f Anna says, 'for all we are so cold an^ 
thb prison, mamma, how happy we are compared with th< 
and we have peace too; they quarrel, fight, and halloo 
the time; the Capitano sends us even chestnuts and fir 
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foot hk owB UMo; thoso havo not broad/ Dear Ann, jov 
will SCO nan/ mora rach mjBtorios. At Willianrs bodsidi^, 
wo haro laid our dailj senrioe; ho ihoaght it would ttop hia 
ahiTtringik M/ William'a iool is ao humblo, it wUl hardi/ 
embraeo thai fidth, Its on!/ raKmroo. At any tunc, whom 
havo wo but our Bodoonerf bvt whon tbo spirit is on tho 
brink of dopaHore, it most oling to him with incraised force, 
or whoio is it? Bear WUliam, it is not from tbo impubw 
of terror jo« torn to jour Qod-, jou tried and wisbod to 
icnro him, long boforo this trial oamo; whj, then, will jou 
Ml oonstdor him aa tho Father who knows all tho different 
moaoa and diapoaitiona of hia ohildren, and will graeiouslj 
rooeiro thoaa who eomo to him b/ that way which ho haa 
appointed? You aay your only hope ia in Christ; what other 
hopo do wo noodr IIo aaya that tho first effects ho oror 
IbH from tho ealls of tho gospel ho oxporienood from our 
dear Ilobart's prwring tho question in one of his sermons >— 
'What avails gaining the whole worid and losing your own 
•ouir* Tho roAeotions he made when ho rotumod homo 
wore, a toil and toil, and what is itf what I gain destroys 
mo daUy, sod and body; I Uyo without God in tho worid, and 
shaU die misenbly.' 3Ir. F. D., with whom ho had not been 
In habita of buaboas, offered to join him in an adronture; it 
moooedod fiir beyond their oxpeetatlon. Mr. F. D. aaid, when 
they wound it up, ' One thing yon know, I hare been kmg 
\ in buainoaa,— began with reiy littlo— hate built a houae, and 
hate enough to build another. I bare generally auooeeded 
hi my undertakinga, and aUribute all to tbia,— that, whether 

^they ara great or amall, I always aak a blessing of God, and 
Uook to that blearing for auoeeaa.' William aaya, 'I waa 
«mok with ahamo and aorrow that I had boon a heathen bo- 
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foro God.' Theao ho eaUa his two warnings whieh 
awakened his soul, and qteaks of them always with teaia. 
Oh, tho promises bo makes if it please God to i^ro 
him! 

''Ilaro had our mate to soo us from Captain O'Brien — 
talked out of the window to him; and one of the sailon, who 
acomod to k»TO ua aa hia own aonl, always flying to scrro and 
tiying to pleaae ua while on board, came with him. Puor 
Charlea! he turned pale when he aaw my head out of tho 
iron ban, and called out, 'Why, Mrs. Scton, aro you in a 
prison?' lie looked behind all the way aa he went, and shook 
his head at Ann as long aa he could ace her. Charlea had 
lived at tbo quarantine at Staten lahind, and that, without 
hia good and affectionate heart, would make me fere him. 
I ahall BOTor hear a aailor*8 yol yo! without thinking of his 
melaneholy aong. IIo ia tho captain'a and OYciybody'a 
iaYorito. IIow graeioua is my adored Master, who givca 
oren to the oonntenanco of tho atrangcr the look of kind- 
Boaa and pity I From the time we first hindcd hero, one of 
tho guarda of our room looked always with sorrow and aym- 
pathy upon ua, and, though I cannot understand him nor he 
BIO, we talk away rory fast lie showed mo yesterday ho 
waa Tory aick, liy pointing to hia broaat and throat When 
tho Capitano came, I told him how sony I was for poor 
Philippe. <0h. Signers, he ia rery well off; he haa been 
two yeara married to a very handaoroo young woman of 
aaxtoen, haa two ehildren, and roeeiTca St. Or/, per day: to 
bo aure, ho la obliged to deep in tho biarctto, but in the 
Bmrning goea homo to hia wife for an hour or two; it ia not 
poaaiblo to qiaro him longer from hia duty. El qme vou/es- 
oow, Signoraf* Good and mereifnl Father, who girca eon- 
tent to a ehoerful heart with 8s. Gc/. per day; a wife and 
two ehildron to maintain with aueh a pittance I Oflen lei* 
BM think of Philippe^ when I hare not enough, or thinh I 
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Imto not He b twontj-two, Lis wife oighioon. Thougbl 
gOM to two at homo nioet dear — H. and B. 

** Went to the railings with little Anna, to receive flron 
otr Oipitano'a daughter a babj she had been making for 
her. She has a kind, good oountenaneo, and hangs on her 
father's arm; has refused an offer of marriage, that she maj 
Cake ears of him. Such a sight awakened mj lecollections. 
**Jke, 1.— Arnie between six and seven, before the daj 
had dawned — the light of the moon opposite our window 
was ittU the strongcstr— not a breath of wind— the sea, which 
before I had always seen in violent commotion, now gently 
asemod to creep to the rocks it had so long been beating 
over— eveiy thing around us at rest except two little white 
gulls flying to the westward toward my home, toward my 
loves,— that thought did not do, — ^flying toward heaven, where 
I tried to send my soul — the angel of peace met it, and 
poiirod over the oil of love and praise, driving off evoiy vain 
imagination, and led it to its Saviour and its God. We pram 
iketp God! the dear strain of praise in which I always 
aeem to meet the souls I love, and Our /^(iUr— these two 
prayen are the union of love and praise, and in them the 
•ool meets all. At ten o'clock road with William and Anna 
-Hil twelve he was at rest, Ann pkying in the next room. 
Akme to all the world—one of those sweet pauses in spirit, 
when the body seems to me forgotten, came over me. In 
the year 1780, when my father was in Engknd, one morn- 
ing in May, in the lightness of a cheerful heart I jumped in 
the wagnn that was driving to the woods for brush, about 
A mOe ftmn home; the boy who drove it began to eut^ and I 
Ml off in the woods, soon found an outlet in a meadow, and 
n elMataat4foe, with several young ones growing around it| 
nttnetod my attention as a seat; but when I came to it, 
iomad rich mes« under it and a warm sun. Hero, theui was 
■ fweci bod— the air still| a clear bhie vault above— the num 
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berlcss sounds of spring-melody and Joy — the sweet ckiven 
and wild-flowera I had got by the way, and a heart as inno- 
eent as human heart could be, filled even with enthusiastie 
love to God and admiration of his works. Still I can fed 
every sensation that passed through my soul; I thought at 
that time my father did not caro for me. Well, God was my 
Fither, my all. I prayed, sang hymns, cried, laughed, talk- 
ing to myself of how far He could pbice me above aU sor- 
row. Then I laid still to enjoy the heavenly peace that 
came over my soul, and I am suro, in the two houra so en- 
joyed, grow ten yean in my spiritual life; told cousin Joe 
to go home with his wood, not to mind me, and walked a 
mile round to see the roof of the parsonage. There I made 
another hearty prayer, then sang all the way home, with a 
good appetite for the samp and fat pork. Well, all this came 
strong in my head this morning, when, as I tell you, the 
body let the spirit alone. I had prayed and cried heartily, 
which is my daily and hourly comfort, and, closing my ejxs 
with my head upon the table, lived all those sweet houn 
over again — ^made believe I was under the chestnut-t r ee 
felt so peaceable a heart, so full of love to God — such con- 
fidence and hope in him. The wintry storms of time shall 
be over, and the unclouded ^ng enjoyed forever. So 
you see, as you know, with God for our portion, there b no 
prison in high walls and bolts; no sorrow in the soul that 
waits on him, though beset with present cares and gloomy 
prospects. For this freedom I can never be suflieiently 
thankful, as in my William's case it keeps alive what in his 
weak state of body would naturally foil; and often when he 
hcara me repeat the psalms of triumph in God, and read 
St. IHiul't faitl^ in Christ, with my whole soul, it so enlivens 
his ^rit that he nuikes them ahw his own, and all our Bor- 
rows are turned into joy. Oh, well may I knre God, well 
may my whole aoul strive to please him, fcr what b«i the 
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poB oC an angel can over oxpron wHal lie bas dono and ii 
cona U ntly doing for mo? While I Hto, wliilo I haro mj 
being in time and thnmgli ctomiij, lei me sing praisca to 
njOod. 

"De€. 3. — ^Enjoyed the mom and dajbroak; road tbc 
eonmentary on tbe 104th pealm, and sang hymns in bed till 
Ion; a bard ftoat in the night; endeavored to make a firt 
In my room with bmsh, bnt was smoked out; the pooi 
strangers, almost mad with eold and hunger, quarrelled, 
battled, and at last sat down in eompanics on the grass with 
oards, whieb made them as noisy as their anger. Patience! 
Anna sick, William tired out! A clear sunset, which 
cheered my heart, though it was all the time singing De 
pro/nntlh, from the lowest depth of wo ; the ^ve Marie 
bell rings, while the sun sets, on one side of us, and* the 
bdls 'for the dead' on the other; the latter sometimes con- 
tinue a long while; in the morning always call again to 
pray for the 'souls in purgatory.' Our Capitano said a 
groat deal on the pleasure I should enjoy on Christmas at 
Pisa, in seeing all the ceremonies. The enjoyments of 
Cbristmaa ! Heavenly Father, who knows my inmost aoul, 
be knows bow it would enjoy, and will also pity while it is 
eut off from what it so much longs for. One thing is in 
my power — though communion with those my soul loves is 
not within my roach in one senso, in the other what can 
deprive mo of it T — still in spirit wo may meet At five 
o*eloek here it will be twelve there. At five, then, in some 
eomer on my knees I may spend the time they are at the 
altar; and if the eup of salvation cannot bo received in the 
atitnge land evidently, virtually it may, with the blessbg 
of Clffiat, and the cup of thanksgiving supply in a degree 
thai wbidi| i^\ I could obtain it, would bo my strongest do* 
aire. Ob| my soul I what ean shut us out from the kyve of 
Dim who win even dwell within us through love ? 
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"Aw. 4.~0ur Captain O'Brien and his wife found 
their way to us— 'must not touch Sigoow,' says PhUippo^ 
dividing us with his stick. Kind and affectionate captain, 
when I ran down to meet him, tbe tears danced in his eyes, 
while poor William and Ann peeped thnrngh the grates. 
Mia. O'Brien began to cry; we could not see them but a 
few muiutos for the cold. Our lazaretto eapUin bad sent 
us andirons, small wood, &c., and I have doctored the chim- 
ncy with a curtain, so as to make the smoke bearable ; have 
bad an anxious day between father and Ann. She waa 
very ill for some hours ; when the cause of her sufiorings 
waa removed, we went on our knees together. Oh, may her 
dear aoul long send forth such precious tears ! Bear, dear 
Rebecca, bow oOen have we nursed up the fire tocher, ts 
I do now alone !— alone ? recall the word— my Bible, com- 
mentaries, Kempis,— visible and continual enjoyment,— 
when I cannot get hours, I take minutes. Invisible ! Ob, 
the company is numberless. Sometimes I feci so nmnnal 
that the Ouardbn Angel is immediately pi^xcnt that I look 
from my book, and can hardly bo persuaded I waa not 
touched. « Poor aoul I' John Henry Hobart would say, 'she 
will lose her reason in that prison.' But the etijoyimmts 
only come when all is quiet and I have passed an hour or 
two with King Ihivid or the prophet Isaiah. Thwc bouns 
I ollon think, I shall hereafter esteem the most precious in 
niy life. »Iy Father and my Ood, who by the consoling 
voice of his word builds up the soul in hope, so as to 
free it oven for hours of its eitcumbrance, confinuing and 
strengthening it by eonsUnt experience of his indnlgcnt 
goodness, giving It a new life in him, even while in the 
midst of paine and suflerings sustaining, directing, eon- 
aoling, and blessing, tbnmgb evciy changing scene of its 
pilgrimage, making his will its guide to temporal comfort 
and eternal glory,— how shall the most unwearied diligence. 
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Uie moii ehoerftil eompllAiioo, the most hvniblo losigimtion, 
tror enough ezpron mj lore, mj joy, Uumkngiving, and 
Jfmhmf 

«/fe 12.-*A week has pnned, mj dear aistcr, without 
OfOtt one little memoimndnm of the pen. The 6nt daj of 
it^ (Snndaj,) thai dear daj in which I always find m j bleas. 
ing, wai pasMd in nnintennpted prajera, anxiety, and 
wntdiing. On the 6th, (Monday,) was cariy awakened by 
■y poor William in great suffering; sent for the doctor 
Tutilli, who, as soon as he saw him, told him he was not 
wanted, hut I must send for him who would minister to hb 
soul. In thb moment I stood alone as to the worid; my 
William looked in silent agony at me, and I at him, each 
feering to weaken the other's strength ; at the moment he 
drew himeelf toward me, and said, *I breathe out my soul 
with yon/ The exertion he made assisted nature's lemain- 
ing strength, and he throw a quantity frmn his lungs, which 
had threatened to stop their motion, and, so doing, expo- 
rieneod so groat a rerolution that in a few houra afterward 
he seemed neariy the same as when we enteied the ksaretto. 
Oh, that day I it was spent close by his bedside on my liule 
mat— he slumbered the most of orery hour; and did I not 
pray, and did I not praiso f No inquiring Tisitor distuibod 
the solemn sileneo— no breakfast or dinner to interrupt the 
lest Oirlton eame at sunset; Mrs. F., they thought^ was 
dying— he thought his poor brother so— and then eame our 
Gspitano with so much offered kindnesB. He was sKocked 
m the tnmqnillity of my William, anLV distitwod at the 
Ihonghl that I was alone with him, for the doctor had told 
Mm thtl^ notwithstanding his prosent relief, if the expeoto- 
inllon ftom the lungs did noi return he might bo gone In a 
inrhom. Woukl I hare some one In the room r Ohnol 
vhnlhndltofoarr And what Aaell to fear? Ikydown 
M if to resty tttat he might not be uneasy; listened iB 
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feight--ioniotimcs by the fire, sometimes lying down, some- 
times thought the breathing sti^ped, and sometimes, ahumcd 
by its henTiness, kissed his poor (ace to see if it was cold. 
Well, I was alone; dear, indulgent Father I could I be 
•lone while clinging fiwt to tlioe in continual prayer or 
thank^Ying, prayer for him, and joy, wonder, and dis 
light to feel assured that what I had so fondly hoped and 
oonfidontly asserted really proved, in the hour of trial, to 
be more than I could hope, more than I could conceive 7 
that my Qod could and would bear me through the most 
soTore trials, with that strength, confidence, and affiance, 
which, if erery eireumstonce of the ease was oonsidcrcd, 
■eomed more than a human being would expect or hopef 
But his eonsoktions, who shall speak them f How can 
utterance be given to that which only hb spirit can feel T 
At daylight, the wished-for change took pkee. Ilr Hall* 
eamo in the morning with Mr. Filiochi and the Capitano; 
went away with a promise to eome again, and the inter- 
vening days and evenings have been spent in constant at- 
tention to the main ooneem, but,. from a singukrity of dis* 
position which rather delights in going on than in lotio^ 
■peeting sorrow, have rather (when I could only keep awako 
by writing, aoeording to the old custom) busied myself in 
wriU^g the /r$t termon for my dear liUle Dick. William 
goes on gently, but keeps me busy. Ann k a treasure. 
She was reading yesterday that John was imprisoned. 
<Yes, papa, Herod imprisoned him, and Miss Herodiss 
gave him liberty.' 'No, my dear ; she had him beheaded.' 
'Well, papa, she rolesjied him from prison and sent him to 
God.' OhikI after my own heart I 

*'I>ee, 13.— Five days UKNre, and our quarantine k ended. 
Lodgings are engaged at Fisa, on the borden of the Amo. 
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Mj heart vokA to be full of poetical visions aboat this 
fiiflMNia riror, bat it has no room for risioos now; one oolj 
yisioQ is before it No one ever saw mj William withont 
giving him the qmilitjr of an amiable man; bot to see that 
ehaiaeter exalted to the pcaocful| humble Ghristimii waiting 
the will of Ood with a pottcnce that scorned more than ha* 
man, and a firm faith which would do honor to the mosjt dis- 
tingoished piety, is a happiness that is allowed only to the 
poor little niother who is separated from all other happiness 
oonneeted with this scene of things. No suflferingR, nor 
weaknesBi nor distress, (and from these he is nerer free in 
any degree,) can prevent his following me daily in prayer, 
the psalnm, and generally large readings of the Scriptnrcs. 
If he is A little better, he onkiges his attention; if worse, 
he is mere eager not to lose a moment; and, except the day 
which we thooghi his bst| he has never failed one day in 
this eourso sinee our entrance in these stone walls, the 10th 
of November. He very often says, this is the period of his 
Hfe which, if ho live or die, he will always consider as 
\Aomodf the only time which he has not kst. Not the small- , 
est murmur— oh I and lifting up of the eyes is the strongest 
expression I have yet heard fWmi him in the rapid progress 
of his eemplaint| which has reduced him almcst to nothing, 
and fiom Its veiy nature gives him no release from irritatitm 
in violent coughing^ chills, oppression, weakness, and even 
In the wmght of his own limbs seems more than a mortal 
eould bear. ' Why art thou so heavy, my soulT is the 
only eomflni he ioems to find in words; often talks of hu 
dariing^ but nest eC meeting one famUjf in heaven; talks 
of these we have left behind, m if it was but yesterday, and 
of dear Henry Hebart, whose visits and society he misses 
moiC^ as they wpdld be hb greatest eonsobtion in these 
bovi eC aorfow.V When I thank Ood for ny eroation and 
f tewrv ath mi it fa with a warmth of feding 1 never could 
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know until now: to wait on him in my William's soul and 
body; to consolo and soothe thcso houre of affliction and 
pain, watching and wearinen, which next to God I ahmo 
could do; to strike up the cheerful notes of hope and Chria- 
tian triumph, which from his partial lore he hean with the 
more enjoyment from me, because to me he attributes the 
groatest ahare of them; to hear him, in pronouncing the 
name of hfa Redeemer, decfare that I firrt taught him the 
sweetness of the sound— oh, if I was in the dungeon of this 
fasaretto, I should bless and praise my God for these days 
of retirement and abstraction from the worid, which have 
afllurded leisure and opportunity for so blessed a work. 

**Ike. 14.— Said my dear prayere akme while Willbm 
was aalcep; did not dare to remind him of them, for weak- 
ness and pain quite overpower him. Bain and storm, as in- 
deed we have had almost every day of the twenty-six we 
have been here. The dampness about ua would be thought 
dangerous for a person in health— and my William's suffer- 
ings—oh I wen I know that God fa above. Capitano, you 
need not always point yoor silent look and finger there; if 
I thought our oondition the providence of mna, instead of 
the weeping Magdalen, as you so gracioasly call me, you 
would find me a lioness, willing to bum your faiarctto about 
your ears, if it was possible, that I might carry off my poor 
prisoner to breathe the air of heaven in some more seasonable 
pbee. To keep a poor soul, who comes to your country t%x 
hfa Hfe, thirty days shut up in damp walls, smoke and wind 
fnok an quarten, blowing even the curtain round his bed, 
(and hfa bones almost through,) and now the ahadow of 
death, trembUng if he only stands a few minutes I He fa to 
go to Pisa for hfa health— this day hfa prospects are very for 
flxmi llsa— but oh, my heavenly Father I I know that these 
contradictory events are permitted and guided by thy wis- 
4:m, which only fa light W*e are in darfcncn, and mwt be 
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a^n wo mnsi; took Madflmo Do Tot (tbo ladj of tlio hodfle) 
wHh w, and roturnod in better spiritii, and moro ablo to belp 
bimnlfy than wben we went out; and I roallj began to tbink 
M\nf; must bo good; bat that waa tbo laat. 

'*Dce. 24. — Constant anflcring, and for the first daj oon- 
Inod in bod; the disorder of the bowels so Tiolent that ho 
said ho oonid not hist till morning; talked with cboerfnlness 
about his darlingfiy thanked Qod that he had given him timo 
!• refleet and sueh eonsolation in his word and prajers; and, 
with the help of a small portion of hiiidanumi rested vntil 
midnight lie then awoke, and observed I had not kid 
down. I said, <No, love, for the sweetest rcfleetions keep* mo 
awako. Christmas daj is begun; the daj of our dear Re- 
doomor's birth hero, joq know, b the daj that opened to w 
the door of ovoilaating life.' 'Yes,' he said, 'and how I 
wish wo eovld have the saeramontl well, we must do all wo 
eaa/ and, patting a little wine in a glaas, I said different parts 
of psaloM and prajen whieh I had marked, hoping for a 
happj momeati and we took the enp of thanksgiving, sotting 
Mido the sorrow of timo in the view of etemitj. Oh, so 
happj to find its joys wore strong! j painted to him I On 
Bondaj, O'Brien eame, and mj William gave me in his ehargo 
to take mo homo, with a eomposure and serenitj that made 
«B ooM. Did not pass a moathfnl throngh mj lips that day, 
whieh was i^mit on mj knees by his bedside, overy dhh 
rneni I eoald kok off my William; he anxiously prayed to 
be fekMSod thai day, and followed me in prayer whenever he 
had the least eessation from extreme suffering. 

^^Dec. 26. — ^Was so impatient to bo gone that I eould 
searosly penuado him to wot his lips, but oontinuod ealling 
hfai Bodoemer to pardon and roleaso him. As he alwi^ 
weoM have his, door shut^ I had no interruption. OarHoit 
fcepi Anna out ^ the way; and every promise in the Serip- 
lure tnd prayer I eould remember I eontlnually repeated 
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to him, whieh seemed to bo his only relief. When I 
stopped to give him any tbing, ' AVby do you do it? what do 
I want? I want to bo in heaven — pray, pray for my soul. 
He said he fell so eoinfortable an assuraneo that his Be- 
deemer would rceoivo him that he saw his dear little Ro- 
beeea smiling before him; and told little Anna, 'Oh, if your 
father eould take you with him I' And at midnight, when 
the eoM swoat eame on, ho would roaeh out both his arm#, 
and said repeatedly, 'You promised me you would go; eonic, 
eome, fly I' At four, the hard struggle eeasod : nature sank 
into a settlod sob— 'My dear wife and little ones,' and 'My 
Christ Jesus, have morey and roeoivo me,' was all I eouM 
distinguish; and again repeated, 'My Christ Jesus,' until 
n quarter past seven, when the dear soul took its flight to 
the Messed exohango it so mueh longod for. 

"I ofton aaked him, when ho eould not qieak, 'You feel, 
my love, that you are going to your Redeomerr and he mo- 
tioned, 'Yes,' with a kwk of poaee. At a quarter past tevcu 
on Tuesday morning, Deeomber 27, hb soul was released — 
and mine fium a struggle next to dbath. And how will my 
dear sister undorstand, exeopt you eould eoneeive the seene 
of Bufforing my poor William passed through — that I took 
my little Anna In my arma, and made her kneel again with 
me by the dear body, and thank our Heavenly Father for re- 
lieving him from his miseiy — for the joyfVil assuraneo that, 
through our blessed Redeemer, he had entered into life eter- 
nal, and implored his proteeting eare and pity for us who 
have yet to finish our oourso f Now, opening the door to 
let the people know it was finished, sorrants and landbdy 
all were at a kiaa to know what ahould be done; and, finding 
every one afhiid of eatehing the eompbint, aa we should be 
U the yellow fever, I took two women who had washed and 
ieoMlimcs assisted me, and, again abutting the door, with 
tMr aasistanee did the last dutica, and fcH I bad deue 
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tO— «I1 thai tondorost knro aiid dntj oodd do. Mj ho«d 
bad Ml nstod for a wcok; tliroo'days and nighta the fiOigne 
bad boon inooaninty and one moal in iwontj-foor boan; 
alill I niiisi waahy dron, pack np, and in one boor be in 
MfB. Filiochi'a carriago, and rido fifteen miles to Leghorn. 
Oarlton and our old Louis stayed to watcb; and mj William 
was bnmght in the afiomoon, and deposited in tbe bonss 
appointed, in tbo Protestant borying-ground. Oh ^ ob I ob I 
what a dajr!-— close his eyes, laj him ont^ ride a joomcj, be 
obliged to aee a dosen people in mj room till night, and at 
night crowded with the whole sense of mj aitnation. Oh, 
my Father and my God I The next morning at elcTcA, all 
tbo Knglish and Amorieans in Leghorn met at tbe grave* 
bonao, and all was done. In all this, it is not neeesBary to 
dwell on the merey and consoling presence of my dear Lord, 
for no mortal strength could support what I experienced. 
My William often asked me if I fdt asrarod be would be 
accepted and pardoned; and I always tried to conTinee hint 
that where the soul was so sincere M his, and submission to 
God's will so uniform as bis bad been throughout his trial, 
it became sinful to doubt one moment of hb reception 
through tbe merits of bis Redeemer. The night before bia 
death, praying eanicstly for him thai bis pardon might be 
soakNl in beaTcn and bis transgrossions blotted out^ after 
praying, I oontinnod on my knees, kid my bead on tbe chair 
by which I kndt^ and insensibly lest myself. I saw in my 
shuBber a little angel, with a pen in one hand and a abect 
of white paper in tbe other; he looked at me, holding out 
tbo paper, and wrote in kigeletterB--< Jesus.' Tbisytboi^b 
^ Tisioii of sieep) was a great comfort He waa rery mueb 
•ftelod when I told him, and said, a few houra befora he 
iMf 'The angel wrote, Jesus; be baa opened the door of 
olflnal lifb lor me, and wiH eorer me with his merits.' I 
bad a aimibir dream the same night The beaTcns appeared 
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a Tcry bright blue; a little angel at some distance liekl open 
a diTiskm in tbe sky. A krgc bkck bird, like an eagle, flew 
toward me, and flapped its wings round and made every thing 
dark. The angel looked as if it held up the division wait- 
ing for something the bird came for. And so, akme from 
Ofory friend on earth, walking the 'valley of the shadow of 
death,' we bad sweet comfort even in our drcsms, while faith 
eonvinced us theywcrc realities." 

Thus terminated for Mra. Scton one of the severest trials 
that human inflrmity is destined to encounter — the death 
of her husband in a hind of strnngcn, all her rcbtives and 
friends separated from her by the wide ocean, and unable to 
aford that sokee which her bereavement so naturally called 
for. But her own rektion of this painful event is quite 
suflieient to show that her fortitude waa equal to the ordeal 
to which she was subjected, and that she exhtbited in her 
aflliction a strength of mind and a moral enerpj aa rare as 
they are worthy of admiration. On the very day that her 
husband breathed his ktst, when ahe was on the way from 
the raehincholy spot to the rcsicknee of >Ir. Filicchi in Leg* 
bom, such was her entire resignation to the dispensationa 
of Ileaven, that "in her perpetual look upward she eouM 
enjoy in her siknee of peace and deadly calmness the view 
of the beautiful country around." 

On her arrival at Leghorn, she was received in the Filic- 
chi family with every mark of the sineerest sympathy and 
the meet unbounded generosity; "but," as she says, "my 
poor, high heart waa in the ekuds, aoaring after my Wil- 
liam'a aoul, and repeating, 'My God, you are my God, and 
so I am BOW alone in- the world with you and my littk ones; 
but you are my Father, and doubly thein.'" The aamo 
day. In the evening, she was kindly visited by the Rev. Mr* 
HaU, who ofllcktod at the interment of ^Ir. Setoa. Ilk 
int wnrda to her were, "As the tree fiilk, anadam, there ll 
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Kuk'' Among tkoM wlio eslkd upon her, she makes pur* 
Uonkr meniioii of the good old Capituio, who "eamo,*' sho 
mjMf ''with a hbek enpe oo the hat and arm, and ra^h a 
hmk of iorrow at hia poor Signora — all his kindness in the 
huMrotto was present. Dearest Anna melted his heart 
again, and he ours." 

The improssioB which Mrs. Seton made upon the minds 
of those who had attended at the knacetto and at Pisa, 
whero her hnshand expired, and upon all indeed who fonufd 
her aeqoaintanee, was of the most fiiToraUe eharaeter. Wo 
have seen already how eheerfolly the officers and senrants al 
the quarantine ministered to the wants of herself and her 
saflToring hnshand ; hnt snhsequently, when the yain fear of 
eoatagion prevented others from bjring ont the corpse of 
Mr. Seton, and she herself, with the assistance of her wash- 
woman, undertook this sad dntjr, the people around gaiod al 
her with astonishment, admiring her courage and fortitude, 
and oxekiming, with more of good feeling than judgment, 
'' If she was not a heretic she would bo a saint." All, 
howercr, according to their circumstances, performed tho 
part of friendship, which met with a corra*ponding grati- 
tude on the part of Mrs. Seton. 

'' The FUieehis," she sajs in a letter to her sister-in-hiw, 
"do all thcj can to ease mj situation, and seem, indeed, that 
thej eaanoi do enough. Indeed, from the day we left home, 
wo hare net with nothing hut kindness, oren in servants 
and straagen." A few days after, she wrote to the same 
IHoad thai her husband's sufferings and death had interested 
80 mtmj peisoas in Leghorn, that she was as kindly treated 
and as mmk attended to, in regard to her health and tho 
eoMoktioiia which she needed, as if she wore at home. "In* 
deed,'' she adds, "when I bok forward to my unprovided 
situation, as it* relates to the affairs of this life, I must often 
mila al their ttedemcss and precautions. Anna says, ' Oh, 
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mamma, how many friends God has provided for us in this 
straago hmd ! for they are our friends before they know 
us/ and who can tell how great a comfort he provided for 
me when ho gave her to me V To divert her mind from its 
mehincholy musings, and afford her an opportunity, during 
her brief stay in luly, of extending her acquaintance with 
a countiy which abounded in so many curiosities of nature 
and of art, some of her friends induced her to accompany 
them to Fbrence. IIow slie enjoyed the oontemplation of 
tho beautiful soenery around her, and the wonderful produo- 
tions of human genius in that city of elegance and taste, 
will be seen from the following description of her visit in 
her own words :* 

" Four days I have been at Florence, lodged in the famous 
pahi^ of Medici, which fronts tho Anio and presents a 
view of the high mountains of Morclli, covered with cle* 
gant countty-scats, and five bridges across the river, which 
iro alwnys thronged with people ami carriages. On Sun- 
day, Janunry 8, at 11 o'clock, I went with Mrs. Amabiliat 
to the chapel La Santissinw Anniisiata. Passing through a 
curtain, my eye wss struck with hundreds of persons kneel* 
ing; but the gloom of the chapel, which ia lighted only by 
the wax tapers on the altar, and a small window at the top 
darkened with green silk, made every object at first appear 
vciy indistinct, while that kind of soft and distant musio 
which lifts the mind to a foretaste of heavenly pleasures 
called up in an instant cveiy dear and tender idea of my 
aiml, and, forgetting Mrs. A.'s company and all tho surround* 
ing scene, I sank on my knees in the first ph^e I found 
vacant, and shed a torrent of tears at the rocollection of how 
long I had been a stranger in the house of my God, snd tho 

• Tkia d«MripUo« ia a JovnuU whieli sIm prapuwl ht lk« gr»liSaittw 
tC a telor«4 rtUtlrt la America, 
t Tka wife of Ur. AatliMj FUicclil, of Lesban. 
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iocttmolatod lonow thai Imd soptntcd mo from it I need 
Mi tell jou ihtX I said <mr dear sonrieo with my wliolo aoul, 
M far w in its agitaiioii I ooold rooolloci. Wboa tho organ 
ooaaodf ami maaa waa otoTi wo walked around the ebapol. 
The doganoo of the ceiling in canred gold, allan loaded with 
gold and allvor and other proeions ornaments; pictnroi of 
ermy aaerod anbjeet, and the dome a ooniinued roprcaenta- 
tkm of differont porta of Scriptaro : all this can noTcr bo 
ooneelTed by doaoriptioni nor my delight in seeing old men 
and old women, yoang womeni and* all sorts of people, kneel- 
ins vromiscaoiislT about the altar, as inattentiTO to us and 
other pasaors-by as if we wero not ihero. On the other side 
of tho choroh, another chapel presented a similar scene, but 
M another mass had begun, I passed on tip-too behind Mrs. 
fHiochi, unable to look around, though OTCiy one is so In- 
tent upon their prnyers and rosaiy that it is very immaterial 
what a stranger docs. 

«< While Mra. Fillcchi wont to make visits, I visited tho 
ehuroh of St. Fironso, and saw two moro elegant ehapeb, 
but In a moro simple style, and had the plcasuro of treading 
the sacred place with two of its Inhabitants, as a eonvont is 
also part of tho building. I aaw a young priest unlock his 
little chapel, with that composed and equal eye as if his 
soul had entered beforo him. My heart would willingly 
have followed after; hero was to bo tho best musie, but at 
night, and no female could be admitted. 

<' I rode to the queen's gardens, whero I saw elms and 
irs, with hedges of yew and ivy in beautiful verduro, and 
eultlvatod floMs, appearing like our advanced sprhig. In* 
deed, It was nol possible to look without thinking, or to 
think without my souVs etying out for those it fevos In hea^ 
Ton or on earth. Thcroforo I was forced to closo my eyes 
tad lean against iho earriago Im If asleep; whieh tho mild 
softness of tho air and warmth of the. sun seemed easily to 
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exeuso. Wo stopped at the queen's country palace, and 
passed through such innumerable suites of apartments, so 
elegant that each was a new object of wonder; but 8«li>. 
nion*s vanity and vexation of spirit was sll the while in my 
head. Saw the queen twice; but, as little Anna fuyn, she 
would not bo known from any other woman but by I lie num- 
ber of her attendants.* 

"Sumhyeventnj.^Mr. T C and Mm. F. went 

to the opera. I had a good firo in my room, lucked the 
door, and, with my dear Anna, books and pens, passed a 
happy evening for this world. ^Vhcn we said our dear sor- 
vice together, she burst into team, as she has slways done 
since we say it alone. She says, *My dear pnpa is pmiitin*! 
Qod in heaven, and I ought not to cr)* for him ; but I be- 
lieve it is human nature; is it not, mamma T I tbink of 
what David aaid : 'I shall go to him, he cannot return to 
me.' Her eonversation Is dearer io me, and preferable to 
any I can have this side of tho grave. It is one of the 
greatest mereieo that I was permitted to bring her, for many 
reasons. 

**MoHthy morning, Jan. 0.— Visited the gallery; but 
as my ourieolty had been greatly excited by my Scton's do- 
seriptions, and the Fkvneh having made great depredations, 
it did not oqual my expectations. Tho ehef-d*ccuvro of D., 
a head searoely to bo distinguished from life, the Redeemer 
about twdve yean of ago— a Madonna— and tho Baptist 
▼ory young, wero thoao that attracted mo most The ststnci 
in brooao wero beautiful ; but I, being only an American, 
oottkl not look very straight st them. Innumerable curi* 
ositiea and antiquities aummnded us on all sides. Tho 

• Bj lbs tTMtj •r Uiitrllle, la ISfl, TaKunj bM«m« a klag^M 
■adar Iba Priaea of Pa^lM^ who wat tHjU4 King »r Binirla. Upaa hk 
telk, la IHip lib «M«v, Maria LMUa» awaai««l iIm gofaraawel, ai 
^•ataragaat iariag Iba ailnaril/ of Imt aaa. 
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nerod ropraNmlAiions wcro raflioicni to ongago and intorosl 
til mj aUoiiiioDy and, as ibo Frcocli Lad noi boon ooToiona 
of UioMi I had tho adrantago of aooing ihom ; bat foil tbo 
▼oid of bim wbo wonid bavo pointod oni tbo boauiioi of 
eroiy objoci loo macb to enjoy anj porfoctly — 'akmo bat 
balf onjojod/ Mjr Qod I Wont to the eharcb of San Lo 
ronao, wbore a aonaation of doligbi atraok mo ao forciblj 
Iba^ I approQobcd tbo great altar, formed all of ibo moal 
proeioiis atones and marbles that eoald bo produeod. 'My 
aoal doth magnify the Lord, my spirit rejoiees in God my 
Savioar,' camo into my mind with a fcnror which absorbed 
eroiy other fooling. It rcealled the ideas of the offerings 
of Darid and Solomon to the Lord, when the rich and 
Tthublo prodootiooi of natnro and art were doTotcd to his 
holy temph) and aanetified to his scr>'ice. Annexed to this 
li the chapd of marble, the beanty and work and ricbnesn 
of whieh might be snpposed the prodnetion of more than 
mortal means, if its unfinished dome did not diseover its 
tmperfeetioiis. It is tbo tomb of the Modiet princes. 
MoQttments of granite, golden crowns set with precious 
iloiiCB, Iho polish of tbo whole whieh reflects the diiTerent 
■Mmumcnts na a mirror, and the awful black Cosmos who 
aro re p resentod on the top of the monuments as large at 
llfOy with thoir crowns and aoeptrcs, made my poor weak 
head tun, and I beliOTe, If It had been possible that 1 
should haye boon alone there. It would never hare turned 
baek again. I paasod my evening again in my room with 
doar Anna. Al half-paai nine, Mr. C. took tbo tioublo ^> 
MOM Ibr mo, to attend tho opera, that I might hear somo 
woodorful trlo^ In whieh the oelebratod David waa to show 
all hii oxeellonoe; and as it would bo over at ton, and Mrs 
F. in m«di deaiiod it, I went with hat and veil, Instead 
of tho maaka they all wore. Tho opera-house la m dark 
thai ymi eau hardly distlnguiah the porMo nezi to you 
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Anna thought tho aingcn would go mad, and I eoukl not 
And the least gratification in their quavers; felt the full 
ooDviction that those who eouid find pIcaHurc in aueb a 
scene niUKt be unacquainted with real i»lcn5uro. My Wil- 
Ibm hud so much desired that I should hcur this David, 
that I tried to be pleased ; but not one mite tmiehed my 
heart. At ten, I was relieved fh>ni tlio nnist unwilling 
exertion I had yet made, and retumcfl with rc<l(Hiblcd do- 
light to my pleasures, which were as the jnys of heaven in 

_ * 
aompanson. 

"Tuetdaj^f Jan. 10. — I saw the church Santa Maria, 
and tho queen's palace in which slie rcHidcs. Kveiy beauty 
that gold, damask of every variety, and India tapestry, can 
deviae, embellished with fine statues, ceilings embossed with 
gold, elegant pictures, carpets, and floors inlaid with the 
most costly satin-woods, in beautiful patterns, tables inbid 
with most precious orders of stone, — all combined to make 
the palace of Pitti a pattern of cicganee and taxto. So aay 

the connoisseurs. For me, I am no jndgc, as says. 

A pieture of the descent from the cross, neariy as brgo as 
life, engaged my whole aoul ; Maiy at the foot of it ex- 
preasod well that tho iron had entered into hers, and the 
ahades of death over her agonised eountenance ao strongly 
contrasted the heavenly peace of the dear Itcdcemcr that 
it seemed aa if his pains had fallen on her. llnw hard it 
waa to leave that picture, and how oden, in the few hoars' 
interval aineo I have seen it, I shut my eyes, and recall it 
in imagination I Abraham and Isaac are also represented 
In 10 expressive a manner that you feel the whole eon- 
▼ubion of that patriarch's breast; and well for me that, in 
viewing these two pieturea, my companions were engaged 
with other subjeeta— tho dropping tcan could be hid, bnt 
the shaking of tho whole frame not ao easily. Doar stalef, 
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^^Wedncmiajf, Jan. 11. — ^Thii morning I bare indeed 
e^}qjed, in iho analomieal muMmm and cabinet of nalnnl 
biatorjr. Tbe woric of the almigbij band in ovorj objeei — 
the aaatomieal rooina diaplaying natnro in OTory diTiaion of 
the buMui frame — ia almost too mneb for human nature to 
Mppofft. Mine abrank from it; hot, recalling tbe idea of 
mj Qod in all I aaw, thoagh ao hnmilbUng and painlnl te 
the view, still it was congenial to oreiy feeling of my seal ; 
and ns mj companion T. has an intelligent mind and excel- 
lent hearti which for the time entcrod into my fcelinga, I 
paaMxl throngh most of the nioma nnintcrmptcd in the 
SMied reieetions they inspired. Tbe •pleasures to be en* 
Jejed in the cabinet of natural history would require tbe 
attention of at least a month. In the short time I waa 
aikwedi I enjoyed more than I could have obtained in yearn 
out of my own cabinet of precious things. If I was alkywed 
to ehoese an enjoyment from the whole theatre of human 
nature, it would be to go orer those two bouri again, with 
my dear brother Post aa my companion. I visited tbe gar- 
dens called Bobolii belonging to the queen's residence ; waa 
well eseteiaed in running up iligbts of steps in tbe style of 
hanging gardenSi and sufieiently repaid by tbe view of tbe 
onTironi of Florence and tbe many Tarieties of beautiful 
ev er gre en s with which this country abounds, and which 
pnvent the possibility of reflecting that it ia winter, ez« 
esfi the eoM and damp of their buildings remind you of it. 
If the Tuseans are to be judged by their taste, Uiey are a 
happy peeple, for every thing without ia very shabby, and 
within ekfant. The exterior of thefar beat buildingi is, to 
appeannee, la a state of ruin. I saw abo tbe Academy of 
SoulplufS aad the Botanical Garden.'' 

Vien Hmm meaeranda of Mm. 8eton*s visit to FloteneOf 
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It is plain that abe found in tbe curiosities of that city net 
only a aouroe of rational enjoyment, but a subject of reli« 
gious meditatiim. Tbe aaered pUces inspired her with 
reverence, and raised her heart to Qod; the gitrpwus deeora- 
tiotts of his temples reminded her of that infinite grandeur 
and excollenee to which eveiy thing should be eon a ccratcd ; 
the scriptural paintings carried her soul back with tbe live- 
liest emotions to the veiy accnes which they commemo- 
rated ; even the productions of a purely secular art elevated 
her thoughts above tbe world. With a mind so Intelligent, 
and so directed to spiritual reflection, she wss prepared to 
receive the happiest impressions from the Cntboiie amocfa- 
tiotts abe had formed in Italy. 



BOOK in. 
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It ia but natural to infer from the excellent qualitiea of 
Airs. Seton, and particubirly from her religious qnrit and 
sincerity of hosrt, that die would become an object of ehi^ 
ritnMe teal among her new fKendi^ and would henslf be 
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iMlinod to seek infomiatioD rospociing a eharob ili«>olMerf* 
MOM of wUcb were now io promtoonilj broaglit to her ai- 
tontioB. The Catliolio fiunily whoio geooroiis hoepitalitjr she 
enj49od did Mi heeitato to avail thomeoWes of ovc^ favor- 
•hle opportmiity to onltghteo hor on lo important a aobjcot 
To sonio qnoetioti which aho propoeed to Mr. Filiochii re- 
ipeetiBg the diffeience of religiooa, ho replied that there waa 
bal one true rdigtooi and withoat a right &ith no one oonld 
be aoeeptablo to Qod. ''Oh mjr, air/' replied Mm. Soton, 
''if there if but one faith, and ndbody ploaaoa God withovt 
ii^ where are all the good people who die oot of itf" " I 
don't know/' anawered her friend ; " that dependa on what 
Bght of fiuth ihej had reoeiTod ; bnt I know whore people 
go, who COM Imow lAe riffhi/aiih, i/Uwypnty and tKquirt 
Jwr a, and pet da neiiher." " Much aa to aajr, air, jon want 
no to praj Mid inquire, and be of jroar faith f" aaid Mm. 
8eloB, knghing. " Prajr and inquire," he added ; " that ia 
an I aak of jon." While ahe waa at Floronoe, Mr. Anthony 
FOieehi urged upon hor the duty of inveatigating the quoa- 
Hon in the folfewing worda :— 

''Tour dear William waa the early friend of my youth. 
Tott are bow eone in hia room. Your aonl ia eren dearer 
lo Antonio^ and will be ao fbroTer. May the good, Afanighty 
Qod enlighten your mind and atrengthcn your heart, to aee 
and follow in religion the auroet, true way to the eternal 
Ueaiingii. I ahall eall for you. I muat meet you in para- 
diio, if it la deereed that the vaat phina of tho ooean ahall 
aooB be beiwixl ua. Don't diaeontinue, in the meanwhile, 
lo pray; lo knoek at the door." In order tho more effeetnally 
to romoTO the errooeoua tiowb of Ghriatianity which ahe had 
dertrod from edueation, her fHenda pkoed in her handa 
auHablo bookai Ibr her inatruetion, and made her acquainted 
with a learned Jeauit of Leghorn, who took a lirely interoei 
b her weHkra. In a lotlte lo one of h* relatiTea, aho Ibua 
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amiably alludoa to thia eircumatanee: — '*I am hard puahed 
by thcao eharitablo Romana, who wiah that ao much good- 
neaa ahould be improred by a eonrcnion, which to cfeei 
thej hatro oron taken the trouble to bring mo their bc«i-in- 
formed prieat, AIM Plunkctt, who ia an Irishman; bnt they 
ind mo 80 willing to hear their enlightened eonvcnntion, 
thai eonaequently, aa learned people like to hear thcmadTva 
beat, I hare but little to aay, and aa yci keep fricnda with 
aB, aa tho beat comment on my profession." At fint, Nr^ 
8eton little imagined that there waa a more aecure way to 
hearen than that which ahe had been taught to follow; but 
lo a peraon of her intdligenee and uprightncaa the erude- 
neai of Protcatantiam could not but suggest its character of 
nnociiainty, and ahe therefore prayed to Qod that, if aho had 
Boi the happineai of being in the way that waa ptcaaing lo 
hinii he would graeiondy lead her into tho right path. She ^ 
daily implorod the divine light amf aasiatanee, repeating, in 
the worda of INypo: — 

«ir I ■■ Hglit, tlij gnftt Ibi|«H 
BtHllalbvrlglittotUj; 

% If I MB WTMg^ 9lkt ImcIi MJ iMtii 

The grace of Qod waa not wanting. It gradually un- 
folded to her view the anperior claima of Catholiciiy, the 
truth and eonaolatioQa of ita faith. In entering a Catholic 
ehureh| ahe fell an improasion of awe that she had nerer ei- 
perieneed in a Ffeoleatant pboe of worship; and tho follow- 
ing incident will show how her mind, under the influence of 
a heaTenly light, began to penetrate through the mista which 
had ekmded her rdigioua Tiewa. Uaring accompanied her 
frioBda to the church of Montanero, in a lorely part of the 
eountiy where Mr. Filioehi had been once coocealcd by the 
iiamloa of the eoufent during aomo political rerohitaon, 
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Ui^ were inTitod to hear mus in their cbapol. Poring the 

•onrioOi at tho T017 moment of the elevation of the aaerod 

HoaCy a joung Engliahman who was present obserred to Mni. 

Beton : — " This U what they eall their real presenee." '* Mj 

T«7 hearty" she aa^ " tromUed with pain and sorrow for 

hk nnfeeling intermptlon of their ncrod adoration; for all 

■nmnd waa dead aiksnee, and many were prostrated. Inrolnn- 

tarilyl bent from him to the pavement, and thonght scerotljr 

OB tho words of St. Paal, with starting tcais, 'they diseem 

not tho Lord's body/ and the next thought was, how should 

ihey eat and drink their own damnation for not diiveming 

ity if indeed it la not thero? And how did he breathe my 

iool into mo f Mid how, and how a hundred other tilings 

I know nothing about? I am a mother; ao the mother's 

thought eame alao. How was my Qed a liUle babe in tho 

iial aiago of his mortal existence in Mary f But I lost these 

thoughts In my babea at home, whieh I daily longed for 

more and more." 

By tho di^naation of Providence, the ardent desiro of 
Mn. Sctoo to be rouuitod to her family in America was not 
to bo roaliiod as soon as she expected. On the 8d of ]^cb- 
nuury, she and her daughter embarked for their native conn- 
try in tho same vessel which had convoyed them to Italy. 
'< Wo bad parted," she says, " wiUi our meat kind friends, 
londod with thdr bhssaingi and presents; I with gold and 
pM up ofia and rocommondatiuns, for fear of Algerines or 
Meomity to put in any of tho Moditorranean ports; but all 
IImI in vain. A driving storm at night struck the vessel 
agdml asothor, and In the morning, instead of hoisting salt 
fer America, wo wore obliged to return on chore; meel 
Uadly, Indeed, welcomed by the Filicehls, but heurt down 
aaough at the disappointment; and imagine tho reat, when 
e«r swoctesl Anm^ unaUc to hido her suffering, was found 
h high foTOfi covered with iiruptlons, whi<^ the doctor pio* 



nouncod scariet" Notwithstanding the illness of her child, 
Mrs. Seton would have ventured upon the vopge with the 
first fair wind, and trusted the ifvue to God; but as the proa- 
pects of the vessel would have been injured by sickness 
among the passengers, she was obliged to remain at Leghorn. 
On returning from tho vessel, she and her daughter had been 
conducted by Mr. Anthony Filicchi to his residence, where 
they were welcomed with unbounded kindness and boapi- 
tality, and invited to remain until their departuft for Ame- 
rica. After tho recovery of Mias Anna Scion from her ill- 
nesB, which hstcd three weeks, her mother was sciied with 
the same compbint, which confined her for the same period 
to her room. During all this time, the most devoted atten- 
tions were bestowed upon them by their Italian friends, who 
dispbiyed. In their regard, a brilliant example of Cliristian 
charity. " Oh, tho patience," cxchims Mrs. Scton, " and 
more than human kindness of these dear Filicchia for us! 
You would say it was our Saviour hiimiclf they received in 
hia poor and sick stningeni." Thus detained in the midst 
of a family equally pious and enlightened, she possessed 
eveiy facility of becoming intimately acquainted with tho 
doctrines and coitsolationa of the Cathdie faith, and her ktp 
tern show that she did not neglect th'is valuable opportunity, 
y" How happy would wo be," she writes to a friend, " if wo 
I believed what th«e dear souls believe— that they possess 
I God in the sacrament, and that he remains in their churehes, 
« and is carried to them when they are sick I Oh, my ! when 
they carry tho biesscd sacrament under my window, while I 
fed the full kmdiness and sadness of my caac, I cannot stop 
Iho tean at tho thought Bfy Cud ! how happy I wnuld be, 
even so far away from all so dear, if I could find you in the 
church as they do, (for thero is a chapel in the very bouse 
of Mr. Filicchi,) how many things I would aay to you of the 
sorrows of my heart and tho ains of my life I Theothcrday, 
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h • Bioiiicni of ezocflsivo distrcsBi I fell on mj knen, with- 
oat thiokingy when ibo blessed saerameni possed hj, and 
eriod in an agony to God to bless mo if bo was tboro; ibai 
mj wliolo ionl dcairod only bim. A little prajrer-book of 
Bin. Filiechi's waa on ibo table, and I opened • littlo prajer 
of St. Bernard to tbe Blessed Virgin, bogging ber to be cv 
moCber; and I aaid it to ber, witb sneb a certainty tbat Qod 
woold refoBO notbing to bis motber, and tbat sbo conid not 
bdp knring and pitying ibo poor souls be died for, tbat I felt 
really I bad a motbor; wbicb yon know my foolisb bcart so 
' often kmentod to bave lost in early days. From ibo ilrrt 
remembraneo of infancy, I bare always looked, in all tbe 
plays of ebildbood and wildncas of yontb, to ibo cknids for 
my motber; and at that moment it seemed aa if I bad found 
more iban ber, eren in tenderness and pity of a motber. So 
I cried mysdf to sleep on ber bcart'' On anotber oeoasioo 
abe writes to ibo aamo rcktiTe, ozbibiting tbe progress of 
her mind in tbe knowledge of religious truth : — '' This oren- 
ing, standing by ibo window, the moon shining full on Fl- 
licehi*s countenance, be raised bis eyes to beaTcn, and showed 
mo bow to make the sign of the cross. Dearest Rebeccai I 
was cold witb the awful impression my first making it gavo 
mo. The sign of the cross of Christ on mo! Deepest 
thoughts came with it of I know not what earnest desires to 
bo desely united with him who died on it— of tbat last day 
when bo if to bear it in triumph; and, did you notice, my 
dear one, the letter T, witb which the angel is to mark us on 
the foreheadi is • cross. All the Catholic religion is full of 
thoso neanlngpi which Interest me so. Why, Bebooea, they 
bdlero all we do and suffer, tf we offer it for our sins, Borrcf 
to ezphto them. You may remember, when I asked Mr 
Hobarl what was meant by ftsting, in our prayer-book,*4tf 
I found mjsolf on Ash-Wednesday morning saying to fool 
isUy to Ood, ' I turn to you in fiMting, weeping, and mourn 
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mg,' and I had come to church with a hearty breakfast of 
buckwheat^keo and coffee, and full of life and npiritu, with 
little thought of my sins,— you may remember what be said 
about Its being old customs, ke. Well, the dear Mis. Fi- 
licchi, who I am with, nerer cats, this scawMi of Lent, till 
after the ckwk strikes three. Then the family Mi«cmblc, and 
she says, abe offen her weaknera and pnin of fnMing for her 
•Ins, united with her Saviour's snffcringii. I like that xcrj 
much; but, what I like better, dearest Ucbccca,— only think 
what a comfort, — tbcy.go to mass here ercry morning. Ah ! 
bow often you and I used to giro the sigh, and you wonhl 
press your arm in mine, of a Sunday ercninfr, and say, < No 
more until next Snnday,' aa we turned from tbe church door 
which cloecd on us, (unless a prayer day was given out in 
the week.) Well, hero they go to church at four every 
morning, if they please. And you know bow wo were 
laughed at for running from one church to another, aacra- / 
mcnt Sundays, that we might receive as often as we could; '^ 
well, hero people that fove Qod and Icid a good, leguhir ' 
life, can go (though many do not^o It— yet they can go) 
every day. Oh, my! I don't know how anybody can have 
any trouble in this worid who^ believes all thcw dear souk 
believe. If / don't believe it, it shall not be for want of 
praying. Why, they mui^t be as liappy as anpel.*, alimwt." , 
Such was the fofty and jnut appreciation which Mr». SeUm 
formed of Catholic truth. In her new acciunintntices at liOg- 
bom she found not only the most generous fricnd.«, who did 
all tbat the most tender affection could devise to ivndcr hcf 
situation agreeable, but most intelligent and edifying mem- 
hers of tbe Church, whom conversation and example inspired 
her with tbe highest admiration for its faith and observances. 
In their company she would visit the sacred placo", whens 
she united witb devotion in the different cetx^nionics of the 
Cluroh, and poured forth ber soul in fervent prayer. The 
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Ijrteo nmchnfod to ber bjr tho Spirit of tnith would haro 
kd bor al onoo toa formal retractation of Protontantiftiii had 
Aoi bor immodiato dcpartnio from Italjr prcTontod bor from 
taking Ibia atop. In these BenUments she was about to em* 
baric for bor naiiye land. She could not, boweTor, bid adieu 
to the eountiy wfioro the romains of her husband ropoocd 
without baying paid a last tribute of affection to bis memory. 
On tho other hand, her heart expanded with Jojr at the pros- 
poet of being soon reunited to her family across the Atlan- 
tie. She thus ezprcssei bor fccling^n ibis subject in a let- 
ter to her sbtcr-in-law : — " Once moro shall I hold, my dear 
ones in mj arms 1 Heavenly Father I what an hour will thai 
be, my dear, fiitherioss children — ^fiitherloBs to tho worid, but 
rich in (hd, their Father, for be will never leave us or for- 
aako us. I have been to my dear Soton's grave, and wept 
plentifully over it, with the unrestrained affection which tho 
last sufferings of bis life, added to romembranee of former 
years, had made almost moro than human. When you road 
my daily memorandums since I left homo, you will fed what 
my bvo has been, and acknowledge that Qod akmo could 
auppori it by bis assistance through such proofs as have been 
required of it" As the time of her departure for homo 
drew near, the more lively was tho joy she experienced. 
Tho following sentiments wore written by her a fow days 

bofbro she left Italy :— '< Oh ! joy, joy ! Capt. B will take 

us to America: and only think of Mr. Filicchi's goodness. 
As this esptain is a very young man and a stranger, and 
many things of war or danger might happen on the voyage, 
Mr* Filieebi will make it with us. Anna is wild with joy; 
j€/k often she whispers me : — ' Bla, are there no Catholics in 
Amerioaf Ma, wool we go to tho Catholio chnreb when 
wo go boibor Sweet darling, she is now out, visiting some 
of tho bkasod pboes with Mr. Filicchi's children and their 
goveraess. Would yon bolievo, whenever we go to walk. 



We go first In some ehureh or convcnt-chnpcl as wo pass, 
which wo always foresee by a hi^ cross before it, and say 
some little prayers bofuro we go fnrthcr. Men do it as well 
as women. You know with us a man would bo ashamed to 
bo soon kneeling, especially of a week-day. Oh, my I but I 
sliall bo wiUi you again : two days moro and wo utart for 
homo I This mild heavenly evening puU mc in mind when 
10 oflon you and I stood, or rather leaned on each other, 
kwking at the scUing sun ; sometimes silent team and aiglis 
for that home whore sorrow cannot come. Alas ! how may 
I perhaps find mine f— sorrow plenty. I was speaking of it 
the other evening to Filioehi, and he said, in bis dry Knglinh, 
'My little sister, Ood the Almighty is laughing at you. lio 
takes care of liUlo birds and makes tho lilies grow, and you 
fear he will not take earo of you. I tell you ho will take 
earo of you.' So I hope, dearest Rebecca; you know thai 
wo used to envy them thai were pocw", beeause they had no- 
thing to do with tho world." 

To crown all bis acts of kindness to Mrs. Seton, and 
through regard for her husband, whom ho had numbered 
among his cherisbod friends, Mr. Anthony Filicchi resolved 
to accompany her to Uie United States. A dcsiro to see tho 
countiy, and to attend personally to certain matters of busi- 
ness, bad kmg made a visit to tho New World an object of 
interest to him ; but ho was decided to underiako the voyago 
by iho opportunity now presented of becoming a protector 
to Mrs. Seton. Wo will hero remark thai the Mcssni. Filic 
cbi, of Leghorn, were gentlemen of the highest sUnding in 
moreantile life, aeoompliiibod members of society, add orna- 
ments of the religion they professed ; and they deserve honor- 
able mentio» in the biography of Mrs. Seton, not only for 
tho generous friendship which they extended to her and bor 
huabaiid, but also on account of the important part which 
they bore in her oonvcfMon. They were men of noble im* 
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pnbct and cnltiratcd minds; and, althoagh aciircly and ex- 
ionsiToly ongngod in oommorcial pnreuito, wcro not loss iho 
pradieal adrocaics of religion. Tho older bioUier wm ro- 
nmrkablo for hia sound judgment and extensiro knowledge, 
and had enjojed tho ospeoial eonfldence of tho Grand I>nks 
of Tnseanj, who consulted him on all questions of eommeroe 
Christians in the full sense of tho word, they felt a lively in. 
torcst in tho spiritual enlightenment of Mrs. Seton, who had 
beeomo an object of their etre, while they posseMcd the 
ability to guide her in the investigation of religious truth, 
and to remove much of the difficulty that was thrown in the 
way of her conversion. To aid her in this important work, 
Mr. Philip Filiochi had furnished her with books, and also 
with-a manuscript from his own pen, containing a summary 
of Gatholio fiiith and a brief exposition of the grounds on 
whioh it rats. This document to which we shall refer 
mote particulariy in the sequel, may oompare, in point of 
uoihod and solidity, with the writings of our eminent eon- 
troverrialisls, and reflects tho highest honor upon his talents, 
learning, and seal for religion. 

Mrs. Seton having left us, in the form of a journal, the 
partmlars of her departure from Leghorn, we will give the 
rolatioii of those incidents in her own words >^ 

''The 8th of April, at half post four in the morning, my 
dear brother came to my room to awaken my soul to all its 
doarott hopes and anticipations. The heaven was bright 
with Stan, the wind fair, and the Piamingo's signal oxpoi^ 
to oaO us on board ; meanwhile tho tolling of tho boll called 
us to mass, and In a few minutes we were prostrate in the 
pttsoneo of Ood. Oh, my soul, how solemn was that ufler* 
ingi for a bhsssing on our voyage— for my dear ones, my 
listen, and 1^ so dear to mo— and, more than all, for ths 
•odi of By dear husband and father— oamestly our desiraf 
Moeidod with the blessed SMriftoo, that they might find 



ieeeptanee through Him who gave himself for us; earnestly 
wo desired to bo united with Him, and would gbdly en- 
counter all the sorrows before us to be partakers of thai 
blessed body and bkxxl. Oh, my God, spare and pity me. 

''We returned home with hearts full of many sensations; 
on my part, sorrow al parting with the friends who had been 
so kind to me and the dear little angels I tenderly love 
struggled with the joy of once more embarking for home ; 
while I gave dear Amabilia a farewell embrace in the bal- 
oony tho sun rose bright and glorious, and called our thoughts 
to thai hour when the Sun of Righteousness would rise and 
reunite us forever. 

''The signal had been given, tho waterman waited fur nj*, 
and my dear brother passed the struggle like a man and a 
GhrisUan ; dear, manly soul, it indeed appeared to me in the 
Mmagqof Ckxl.' 

''Philip Filicchi and Cariton waited for us at tho Health 
Office, and letters for America. 

" Filicehi*s last blessing to me was as his whole eondoct 
had been— that of the truest friend. Oh, Filieehi, you shall 
not wiineu atfainti me. May God bless you forever, and 
may you shine as the 'stats in glory* for what you have dono 
formol 

" Al eight o'clock, was quietly seated with little Ann and 
dear Antonio, on the quarter-deck. The anchor weighed, 
sails hoisted, and dear 'yo, yo T resounding on all sides, 
brought to remembrance the 2d of October, 1803, with a 
Ibite as strong as could be borne : most dear Seton, whero 
are you now f I lose sight of the shore that contains your 
dear ashes, and your soul is in that region of immensity 
where I cannot find you. My Father and my God ! and yet 
I must always love to retrospect thy wonderful dispensations { 
to bo 89nt so many thousand miles on so hopeless an errand; 
to be constantly supported and accompanied by thy eonsolins 
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Mny Ikfwigb Moiiei of trial wUoh nature akme nraal Iwft 
MBk wadmi to be brooght to the light of thj tAith, not- 
withitaiidiiig orery affection of nj heart and power of my 
wID wat oppoeod to it; to bo saeoorod and oherishod by the 
tendoreet friondabip, while acparatod and far from thoae that 
I loTod : mj Fkther and my Qod, while I live let no praise 
^while I hare my being let mo acnre and adoro thoo/*^ 

Daring the royago to America, which occupied fifty-six 
days, Mrs. Seton oonTorsod frequently with Mr. Filicehi on 
the superiority of Gathdioity OTcr Protestantism, and found 
manifest pleasure in uniting with him in the exterior )»rae- 
ttecs of religion, as prayer, fasting, and the ohscrranoe of the 
festiTsb. A portion of her time was daily allotted to the 
rea^ng of the lires of the saints. By these holy exereisos 
did she endeavor to obtain an inorcase of divine graeo, and 
to fortify heiself for the conflict she was about to endure. 
If she kwked forward with joy to the happinem of again 
embracing her children, her soul shuddered at the prospect 
of the opposition which her newly-aoquirod sentiments on 
idigion were about to excite against her. It was pbin, 
however, that, although she dreadod the contest, she was not 
dmheartenod, because she knew that in the event of her 
Joining the Catholie ehuroh she would bo richly eompen- 
sated for any km of worldly friends by the peace and eom- 
Ibri which the eonsoiousnesi of duty would impart. Her 
ehief source of anxiety in this respect seems to have pro- 
eeoded htm the intimate friendship that existed between 
her and the Bev. John Henry Hobart, her ProtesUnt pastor, 
who subsMfuently was made bishop of the Episcopal Ghureh 
In the State of Now York. While on her way home, the 
aatkipatieu of, losing his estoem and severing the tie thai 
hnd so hmg vHited her to him presented itself with a sad- 
denisg Influoiiee to her mind. ''As I approach to you/' she 
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says, " 1 tromUe; and while the dashing of the waves and 
their incessant motion picture to me the allotment which 
Qod has given me, the tears fiill fast through my fingers at 
•the insupportable thought of being scponitod from yon; 
and yet| my dear H., you will not bo severe; you will re-- 
speet sincerity, and though you will think me in error, and 
even reprehensible, in changing my religion, I know thai 
heavenly Christian charity will plead for me in your affec- 
tions. You have certainly, without iny knowing it, been 
dearer to mo than God, for whom my reason, my judgment, 
and my conviction, used their combined force against the 
value of your esteem. The oombat was in vain, until I con* 
siderod that younelf would no longer oppoec, or deaire ra 
severe a struggle which was destroying my mortal life, and, 
more than that, my peace with God. Still, if you will not 
be my brother — if your dear friendship and esteem must be 
the price of my fidelity to what I believe to bo the truth, — ^I 
cannot doubt the merqr of God, who, by depriving me of my 
dearest tie on earth, will oortainly draw me nearer to him ; 
and this I fed confidently from tJie' experieneo of the past, 
and the truth of his promise, which can never fail." 

While Mrs. Seton thus prepared herself for the opposition 
whidi she had reason to expect in conaequoneo of the change 
in her rdigious sentiments, another severe trial awaited her 
on her arrival in America. She landed at New York,' in 
company with her daughter and Mr. Filicehi, on the 4th of 
June, when she disooverod that Miss Rebecca Seton, her 
sistor-in-kw, whose virtues had rendered her an object of 
unbounded admiration, was on the verge of the grave. She 
thus expresses the mingled fedings of joy and aadness whirh 
die experienced in bdng again united to her family :— 

*^JiMe 4, 1801. — ^Do I hold again my dear ones in my 
besomf — has Qod restored dl my treasure, even the little soul 
I have so long oontcmplatod an angd in heaven ? Nature 
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«riot oni ihej aro faihorlcM, while Qod bimself roplioSi ' I 
am the Father of the fatherlcas and the helper of Uie help 
hsaa/ My God, well may I eling to thee, for whom hare I 
in heaven bat thee, and whom npon earth hcside thee f My 
heart and fleah fail, but then art the strength of mj heart 
and my portion forcrer. 

" My aoul's siater eame not out to meet me. She too had 
boon Joamoying fast to her heavenly homo ; her spirit now 
aceoMd only to await, tho eonaoling lovo and tendemeas of 
her bolovod sister to aeeompany it in its passage to eternity; 
io meol her who had been the dear companion of all tho 
pains and all tho comforts, of songs of praise and notes of 
* sorrow; tho dear, fiiithfnl, tender friend of my sonl thron;^ 
every varied scene of many years of trial, gone — only tho 
shadow remaining, and that in a few days mnst pass away ! 
The home of plenty and comfort, tho society of sistem united 
by prayers and divine affections, the dvening hymns, the 
daily readingSi tho sunset contemplations, tho service of 
hdydays together, the kiss of peace, the widow's visits — all, 
•n gone forever 1 And ia povcKy and sorrow the only ex* 
change f My husband, my sister, my home, my comforts—^ 
poverty and sorrow. Well, with God*s blessing, you too 
shall bo changed into dearest friends. To the world yon 
show your outward garments, but through them you discover 
to my soul the palm of victory, the triumph of faith, and the 
•wed footsteps of my Redeemer, leading direct to his king- 
dom; then let me gently meet you, bo received in your 
besom, and be daily conductcd.by your counsels through the 
resuiiBdor of my destined journey. I know that many 
divine graces accompany yo^ir laith, and change the stings of 
penance for case of conscience, and the solitude of the desert 
for the society of angels. The angels of God accompanied 
the fiiithful when the light of his truth only dawned in the 
world. And now that the day-spring from on high has 
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visited and esahed our nature io a union with tho Divinity, 
will these beneficent beings be less sssociated or delighted 
to dwell with the soul that is panting for heavenly jojs and 
longing to Join in their eternal allcluiahs f Oh, no ! I will 
imagine them always surrounding me, and in every moment 
will sing with them, ' Holy, holy, holy, JiOrd God of honts ! 
heaven and earth aro full of thy glofy.' " 

On the 18th of the following month, death deprived Mm. 
Seton of this cherished friend. Speaking of tho event, she 
mys : — ** This is my Rebecca's birthday in heaven. No more 
watching now, my dariing sister — no more agonising suffer- 
ings. The houriy prayers, interrupted by pains and team, 
are now exchanged for the eternal allelniah. The blessed 
angels, who have so oflon witnessed our feeble efforts, now 
teach your soul tho songs of 8ion. Dear, dear soul, we shall 
no more watch the setting sun on our knees, and sigh our 
sonl to the 8an of Righteousness, for he has received you 
to his everiasting light ; no more sing praises gating on the 
moon, for you have wakened io eternal day ; that dear voice, 
that soothed tho widow's heart, admonbhod the foigetfnl 
soul, inspired the love of God, and only uttered sounds of 
love and peace io all, shall now bo heard no more among 
us; but the reward of those who kad others to righteousness 
now crowns his promise who has said, ' They shall shine as 
the stsrs forever.' " 

Indoctrinated as Mrs. Seton wss in tho principles of the 
Catholie faith, she could not witnem the death of one even so 
beloved and so remarkable foi her religious spirit as her sis- 
tor4n4aw, without being struck with the eontrast between 
the empty rosouroes of Protestantism, and the superior ad- 
vantages of Gatholicity, in soothing the last and most trying 
Wr of existence. In a ktter to a friend st Leghorn,* after 

• llra.AMMHA Fllktlil, wife of Um gt»UtMft« ^hm ImmI M«oMi|i««ti4 
Mn. Btlna tnm Itil j. 
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Beolioiiiiig Uh) domiso of Bliss Rcboeca Seton, sho adds : -^ 
''Nollo slop on an that, which At last is aU in ordor, siiioo 
H is tho will of our God, I will toll joa what I know yon 
haro at heart to know, that tho impressions of your oxamplo, 
and tho dlflcront scenes I passed through in L^om, aro far 
from being elTaocd from my mind, — ^whtch indood could not| 
eron in tho most painful moments of attondanco on my be 
loTcd Rebecca, help the strong comparison of a sick and 
dying bed in your happy country, where tho poor sufferer it 
soothed and strengthened at once by every help of roligion, 
^-whoro tho one you call tho father of your soul attends and 
watches it in the weaknon and trials of porting nature, with 
the same earo you and I watch our little infant's body in iia 
fimt struggles and wants on its entmnco into life. DearasI 
Ilebooea, how many kwks of silent distress haro we exchanged 
about this last passage — this exchange of time for ote^ 
nity I To bo sure, her uncommon piety and innocence, and 
fwect confidence in God, aro my full oonsoUtion; but I mean 
to 8Ry, that a depaKing soul has so many trials and tempta- 
tions, that, for my pnrt, I go through a sort of agony never 
to bo dcseribcd, even while to keep up their hope and courage 
I appear to them most cheerful. Oh my ! forgivo these mebn- 
choly words ; they were hero before I knew it Your day and 
mine will come too--if wo aro but ready I Tho children all 
arioep— this my time of many thoughts." 

Though the loss of roktives and friends, endeared to her 
1^ tho strongest ties of afTcction, was a aoverc affliction to 
tho heart of Nn. 8eton, slie had to pass through an onieol 
fitf moro painfM to nature. The time had now arrived for a 
long and dlflleult struggle between tho artifices of error on 
the ono hand and tho inspirations of divine grace on Iht 
other. 

On her leaviiig Leghorn, Mr. rhilip Filicchi gave her a 
loUer of Introduction to the lit. Kev. Dr. Carroll, then 
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Bishop of Baltimore, whose acquaintance he had funiicd in 
America, hoping that, by the advice and instruction of tliat 
distinguished prolate, the religious impressions she lind ro* 
coived in Italy would bo brought to a happy maturity. Il« 
thus speaka of Mn. Scton : — " Having remarked tlint slit 
added to all her other good qualities a very pious and rcli> 
gious disposition, in a dcgroe far superior to what I ever had 
observed in people of her persuasion, — having considered tho 
exactness with which she fulfilled the duties of wife and 
mother,-— and having been led to presume in licr character an 
uncommon docility, — I was stnick with the idea that Provi- 
denoo had arranged the plan of her vopgc to Italy for tho 
particukr purpose of giving her an opportunity of rectifying 
tho projudices entertained against our religion, of enlighten- 
ing her mind, and of granting her the blessing of discover- 
ing the true Church and being made a member of it. 
While I indulged this liope and considered in discreet silence 
all these things, she discovered to mo that I was not de- 
ceived." After stating that she requested him to give her 
evety information on the subject, he adds : — ** I seconded her 
views with pleasure and awe — with pleasure for the good I 
hoped from it, and awo for my unworthiness in executing 
such an office; for want of ability and learning I was 
encouraged by tho consideratioa that Providence often 
employs feeble instruments, that its own power and glory 
may shino the more. I gave her all the information I could ; 
my words seemed to conquer her natural prejudices and 
enlighten her understanding. To supply tho defects of 
my knowledge, I procured for her tho best books I could 
find, and particuhiriy Bossuet*s Kxposition of tlio Catholto 
Doctrine. I recommended her to pray and to consult thono 
who had a mission to instruct I promised her to solicit 
your charity for affording her the instructions I was not ablo 
to give, for regulating her conduct and conciliating wiUt her 
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Mf M a Chrirtlan thai wgwd which the ptrUcukr circiim. 
•Jm ef her iltttatiim mtj roquiw. All thli 1 «rfici» 
from your ROodn«" « ^«' ^^'' *"* '''^ the honor of Ilim 
who hM odiod yim to feed part of his sheep/' 

nod Mm. Seton eonsultod without delay the difftingnished 
mekte who then presided over the Cstholie Church in the 
United SUtcs, she would probaWy have boon spared much 
of the douht and perplexity which soon took V^'^f 
her mind. But, unfortunately, she had been advised by Mr 
FiliceW to Inform her Protestant pastor and friends of her 
ohjectkon to their communion j and her observance ofthia 
adWee, although prompted by the best motives, necessarily 
oxeited against her hctter views of religion a storm of oppo- 
sitioB calcuhted to shake her firmness, if not altogether to 
withdraw her ftom the path on which she had entered. She 
had been jusUy fed, by the instrucUons of BIr. Filicehl and 
the books which she had perused, to considor the ProtosUnl 
rolision as the oifcpring of human passion, and possessing no 
poiror or ministry from Christ. It had been the aim of her j 
(Honda in Italy to impress chiefly on her mind that funda. ; 
mental arUde of Chrisaanity, that the Chureh alone is the , 
depositaiy of revealed truth, and commissioned by her ThrwoJ 
Founder to guide man in the wsy of salvaUon. In the manu- \ 
tfcripl which Mr. Filiechi phieed in her hands, as we have » 
already statod, he dwelhi principslly on this important point i 
Aflor staUng the doctrine of the Chureh, as contained in the f 
creodofrdporiuiIV.,heobscrvcs:— ''ThesboveprofciBloii | 

contains all our hdief. I do not decline making appropriate \ 
dbsemtiona upon ito various psrts, though, if one point wwc • 
woa uiideiitood, the discussion of all the otheia wodd be 
unneecMJl-I wm^ ^^ authority of the Chuwh to int«^ 
pwttheiOMe^f thc8crij»tnf«|. I shall therefore hcgin with \ 
^J Md^ afUir me brief remariw oh the remaining points, ( 
win lofor you for a better cxphiwitton of them to the book! 
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I have given you. Truth doos not foar discttwiou ; but truth 
oan only be made manifest 1^ tbo grace of God, which is only 
granted to the humble of heart, to those who seek it sin- 
oerolyi who do not depend on their own light and knowledge 
for the finding of it, who pmy to obtain it, and who do not 
seek it through a vain curiosity. Iferod was curious to see 
a mimde wrougiit by Jesus Clirist; but his curiosity was 
not gratified.* 'Ask, and it shnll be given unto you,' says 
our Lord.f ' Wo unto them (hat are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight!' excbims l8aias.t After 
this short exhortation respecting the mc.nns you must sdopt 
to bo made worthy of knowing the truth and the dangers 
you aro to avoid in the seareh of it, I come to the point in 
r|uortiou." After remarking that Protcstanta and Catholics 
both sgree in asserting the obligation of believing whatever is 
contained in the Old and New Testament, ho continues his 
sfgumont in this form. '< If we aro bound to believe, wo 
must know what is entitled to our belief. Who will teach 
us thia science f The Diblc, without an authorised inter- 
prcter, cannot do it, since they who ap|N»l only to this 
souroo sre divided into a thott«and jarring sccta. The Bible 
iuiv<t be legitimately expounded. Hence, our Saviour not 
only imposed the obltgatbn of believing, but established a 
Chureh, for the purpose of guarding and transmitting his 
holy faith* Protestante themselves admit this. But where 
b that Chureh that Christ established, as the pilbir and 
ground of truth f It is not the Protestant Episcopal Chureh, 
for this dates ita eommoneoment only from the sixteenth cen- 
tury, whereas the Chureh of Chri^it is coeval with tho spos- 
tolie age. It is iudood protended tluit the reformers merely 
rqjoeted the enrors thst had been introduced into tho Chureh; 
but| In this caso. It Hi plain thst either St Paul an^ Christ 
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U«Mo1f wofo ckccltod when they pronoanced the Ch«roh 
io be the plltar eC tftith tod unwaToring In iU Wth to the 
end eC time, or the Protcrtant EpiMopel ecei li In error." 
Thb MMonlng, whloh loads to the oonolusion that the Ca- 
tholle Chnith la the authority oatabliahcd by Christ, aa the 
herald of hia doctrine, Is lucidly dorelopcd, and foWowod by 
a brief flndicatlon of tho sovoral points contoincd In the 

med of Pins IV. 

Mrs. Soton baring boon led to abandon her cariy tIcws 
of Mligion by her conviction of tho unfounded pretensions 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, all the offorU of her 
friends at home were directed to the removal of this Im- 
pranlon, and eveiy posaible influence was exerted to effect 
a ehange In her aentimenta. Tho Itev. »lr. Ilobaii, already 
mentioned, waa the most active in endeavoring to move her 
fhmi the pemtion she had taken ; and, if we consider the 
talenU and addicsa which he had at hia command, aho eould 
Mt have met with a more formidable opponent. He waa a 
man of amiable eharacter and practical ability, active and 
unwearied In the duties of his profession, and enjoyed a 
high lepnUtion as a preacher. "He had all the mental and 
moral qualitiea which make men leaders of their feltows. 
Undaunted, ready, and aagacious, he never abandoned a 
principle, deserted a friend, or quailed before an enemy. 
• The Church needa no abUnr repreaentalive,' remarked a 
bwyer, who had hcaid him In debate; ' he haa all the 
talenU of a leador \ he b the meat pariiamentary speaker I 
ever met with ) he is equally prompt, kjgieal, and praetieal. 
I never aaw that man thrown off hb eontro.'"* From these 
qnalltba of Mr. Uobart we may infer that all the reaoarooi 
thai Protestantism eould eomnuind, wero brought to bear 

sfrfasl Mis.* Soton's proferoneea for Cathelieity. Add to 
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thii^ that the most intimate friendship, as we have seen, 
had exbted between her and the popubr, tabnted' minister 
of Trinity Churoh. In order to wean her from her newly- 
acquired aentimenta on religion, he undertook to rofuto tlie 
doctrinal treatise of Mr. Filicchi ; and in a long letter which 
he addressed to her, he made an ebborate attempt to vindi- 
cate the ebima of tho Protestant Episcopal Church, and to 
prove that the Catholic Church had fallen into error, and 
was unworthy of obedienee.<*> 

In the conflict of mind which thb discussion produced, 
she st irst determined, in accordance with the advice of 
Mr. Filicchi, to apply for inatruction to Bbhop Carroll ; 
and with thb view she penned the following communica 
tion, whioh forms a succinct hbtoiy of the matter up to 
that period ;«- 

''Rbv.Sir:— 

''The enclosed ktter from Mr. Filicchi will acr|uaint you 
with the motive which Icada me to take the liberty of ad- 
dressing you. IIo has Indeed most kindly befriended me, 
in endeavoring to enlighten and instruct my mind. The 
first imprcasion I received from him, that I was in error and 
in a churoh founded on error, startled my soul, and decided 
me to make every inquiry on tho subject The books ho 
put into my hands gave me an entiro conviction that the 
IVoteatant Epiaeopal Churoh was founded only on the prin- 
dplea and paesiotts of Luther, and eonaequently tliat it waa 
separated firom tho ehuroh founded by our Ijord and hb 
apeaUes, and ita ministers without a regular succenuon 
from them. Shocked at the idea of being so far from tho 
tnthi a determination of quitting their eominunlon and 
uniting myaolf with yours boeame the earnest desiro of my 
aouly whtc^, accustomed to rdy supromely on divine grace, 
was easily satisfied on these pointa of differonee and pees- 
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Utriij in. joar Chvroh, when H was onco pemuidcd IImI It 
Wis Um tmo ono. Under thoso impressions it ronudned 
vntil my arriTal in New York. It was my friend Filicebi*s 
wisl^ Slid n rcspeei dno to those ptston and friends from 
whom I had roeeived ray irst prineiphss and affections, to 
state mj objections to their oomraunion ; but I assoro yon 
that In the belief of these first objects I mentioned, (that 
they proeeedod from Luther, nod were without n regular 
snooession from Christ and his apostles,) I felt my scul so 
dotorminod that it appeared n wicked insincerity to pive 
them any hope of changing me ; when lo my great astonish- 
mmit they give mo the most positive testimony that I have 
boon doeeivod in those points. Yon will naturally observe 
to mo, that I must have eipcctcd an opposition where par- 
ties are opposed. Certainly; and had the opposition rested 
on tmnsnbstantiation or any point of faith, bo assured that 
ay faith wonkl not have stopped at any point that your 
OhnrA has yet proposed to mo. But in the deeided testi* 
monies that are given me by the clergy of the Protestant 
Kpiseopal Church, that they are a trfio church, I aeknow* 
lodge that the foundation of my Cathdie principles is de- 
strojod, and I cannot see the necessity for my making a 
ehango. It is necessary to inform yon that I have fdt my 
sitvation in the most awful manner, and, as the mother and 
sole parent of five children, have certainly pkaded with Qod 
earnestly, and, I may strictly say, incessantly, as it has been 
the only and supreme desire of my soul to know the truth. 
I know that I have, besides the errors of a corrupt nature, 
added many sins to the account he has with me : indeed, 
oHon, in the struggles of my soul, I shoukl have thought 
mysdf deservjidly fomken by him, had I dared to impeaeh 
his mercy to dne who desires above all things to please him 
and has the greatest sorrow for having offended him. In* 
iaed^ all other sorrow Is jej to mo, and in the many seven 
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toji. he I M been pleased to send me, I have feared nothing 

i ? f T ^T^ ^'" ^'^^^ ^^^'^ '^^ 'i-^^ri^J with 
which I hiy my heart before him, I must dcchiro L yon 

Ibat I feel my m,„d deeided in its origins! sentimentsVo! 

-pcettng my r^hgion. Mr. Filicchl, who has accompanied 

me to Amenca, has requested me to make this sUtcment to 

nnt.1 you wll favor me with an answer, and mmit entreat 
yon to comnder that my present divided sitmilion fnmi 

It will be an act of the greatest charity to forward your sen- 
ttments as soon as your kisnre will permit." 

At the time that Mrs. Seton prepared this communica- 
tion to Bishop Carroll, Mr. Anthony Filiechi also wrote to 
the bisbop, enclosing a fcttor of introduction from his 
brother, both with a view to make him«.lf known to him, 
and to solicit hm co-operation in the difiiculties which im- 
pcded Mm. goton's progress in the way of truth. He says:— 
"lour good advice in so important * mat tor is anxiouslv 
cipoetod, and I doubt not of your earnest attontion to iL 
and ofan invincible direct reply to the different stotcmente 
ud observaUoos eontoined in the papen of one of thoso 
ProtesUnt ministors (Mr. Ilobart) against tliose ddiveied 
by my brother to Mm. Seton, which both I think preper to 
wnvey to you in thdr ongimil, to be returned after pemsaL 
By the advice of Rev. Mr. O'Brien,* I have meanwhile 
put into the hands of Mm. Seton the book, 'Knghind*s Con- 
venion and ReformaUon,' composed and printed in Dublin 
which die will certainly read with the requisito attention,-^ 
her only widi, her only intont, bdng to km>w and act rkht 
for herrelf a nd for her children, independent of whatever 

• AiAtMi ,Mtw tf lilt CMlKrfl. ciiwtli !• iw diy .r Ktw r«*fc. 
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woildlj eoDsidmiioiii." Saoh wm tho sUto of ihinei ftt 
Ibo dato of this letter, Julj 26, 1804. But before it wm 
Mii to Biflhop Carroll, Mn. Seion's ProtosUni frienda had 
pioYailed upon her not lo perplex her mind with farther 
ootttroreniy. At the instance of BIr. Filieehi, she had de- 
lerBined at first to await the answer of the bishop ; but it 
appears that she afterward conclnded to hasten the decision 
of the question, as in the same letter of Mr. Filieehi, men- 
UoMd aboTC, he sajs, in the postscript :— "I have left with 
Her. Mr. O'Brien the manosoripts in question, who has pro- 
nised me that he will bo able for this same cvoninff lo have 
them pcnwcd and answered.*'* This was nnqucstionabljr « 
eritieal moment for Mrs. Soton, her mind boinR in an agony 
of iospense, vrged bj the call of divine truth on the one 
hand, and trammelled and fettered on the other hy the in- 
iaoBoe of those around her. Iler happiness, as a child of 
the Chvieh, now rested upon the uncertain issue of a con- 
troreny, which was the more doubtful in its result, as it 
was hurried to its dose at a period when her mind was in a 
•lato of the greatest obscuritj and agitation. BIr. Filieehi 
forwaided, in his letter to Dr. Carroll, the eommunication 
written by Mrs. Scton ; but it is pbun, from the eircum- 
stances just alluded to, that ho enclosed it to the bishop 
nerdj to furnish him with a history of the whole affair, 
aad Ml as a letter from Blrs. Scton. On the same day, 
July 20, he wrote to her as follows :•— 

«*Mt DiAft Snm:— 

w I have been, and always, wheresoever, boforo whomso- 
ever, and boforo St Peter himself, whose primacy it appean 
you an so decidedly prevailed upon to deny, shall be, ready 
lo fender Justin from the bottom of my oppressed soul, to 
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the sincerity of your heart in the course you aro abont to 
follow in regard to your rollgion; but it will always, at the 
same time, stand clear above my eyes as a /acff that your 
mind is over-influenced by an unaccountable awe toward the 
friends of your old communion. Only intent to know the 
truth, yon were ready to write, you had written yoanelf to 
Bishop Carroll, as the proper person to enlighten your mind, 
and you saw the propriety of conveying to him the origintA 
manuscript that had operated the change of your mind; bul 
your old friends (they aro suroly not the best for it) come 
forward, do not think proper, do not choose to enter in any 
dispute, do not wish that your mind should be exposed to 
any moro light, and immediately you aro prevailed upon to 
give up your soul, your wishes, to their solicitations. Your 
new, neglected friends, yon know, have followed the very 
opposite system, as it becomes the foUowers of truth. They 
have not urged, they have not limited yon in any way, in any 
thing; and yet, if it was true — what your old pretended 
friends tried to insinuate to you — that, our Churoh forbids in- 
vestigation and commands an unreasonable faith, they could 
have been easily ezcused if they had acted differently; but 
that your priests, who call loudly for investigation, — wlio do 
not acknowledge any authority above the private reason of 
any human being, — should persuade you, as a sacred duly, 
to decline examination, is certainly above myoomprohenaion. 
But she has, your protended friends say, given up her mind ; 
she is easy about what she was in doubt of beforo; that is 
enough for her conscience. I wish it could be so, for the 
sake of your soul, my dear sister: I aharo most cordially the 
struggles of your situation ; but certainly it cannot bo so for 
the conacience of your advisen. Your distracted mind and 
bleeding heart wero equally made easy at Leghorn in a quite 
dileront way. Your own ezperienoe does not point you (to) 
the probable falae security in which they would insist thai 
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WNBplelot one week sioeo mj dctr brother left me. I hayt 
Ikovglii of lilm ineesMintljr : indeody I cannot think of my 
•ool without remembering ym; and as ccrtainlj the great- 
aat part of ray days and nights aro oocupied in solitado and 
watching over that poor soul, eonseqaently yoo are the con- 
stant companion of my thoughts and prayerB. When I 
began the Litany of Jesus this aflemoon, the plural number 
pot It in my mind to say it for you also; and praying heart- 
ily fyr you made me rosoWc to write to my dear brother. 
The bishop's letter has been held to my heart, on my knees 
beseeching Qed to enlighten me to see the truth, unmixed 
with doubts and hesitations. I read the promises given to 
St Peter and the sixth chapter every day, and then ask Qod 
eaa I offend him by believing those express words. I read 
my dear 8t Francis, snd ask, is it possible that I shall dnra 
lo think diffbrently firom him, or seek heaven any other way f 
I hoTO read your EnglamVi Kr/urmaiion, and find its cvl* 
donee too oonclosivc to admit of any reply. Qod will not 
Ibisakc me, Antonio; I know that he will unito me to his 
ioek; and, although my faith is unsettled, I am assured tliat 
he will not disappoint my hope, which is fixed in his own 
word, that he will not deqpiso the humble, contrite heart, 
which would esteem all the leases of this world as greatest 
gain, if it can be so happy as to please him. September 2. 
— -I was willing to embrace an excuse for not going to town 
last Sundsy, in compliance with your advice, and my brother 
Post eaao to visit me. Our converBatioo turned accident* 
ally on the subject that engrosses my soul, and led me to an 
explanation with him, very interesting, and, I believe, surpris* 
lug lo him, as I fiyed my srgument on literal wofdi rather 
than human /aifcj^* His cool and quiet judgment could not 
Ibllow the tight of my faith ; but ho was so candid as to ad- 
mit thaly if before Ood I bolioved the doctrine of the Ckuioh 
lo ho true, the orrori or Imperfections of Its mombors oouM 
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not justify a separation from its communion, llut kIiII the 
hideous dbjoets will present themselves which distuib my 
fOttl and unsettle my faith; and, though God is so ftracious 
as to give me the fullest assurance that thnmgh the name 
of Jesus my prayers shall finally be answered, yet thoro 
accms now a elodd before my way that keeps me alwn^'s ask* 
ing him which is the right path. Indeed, my brother, when 
the remembrance of my sins and unhdiness before God 
strikes my memory with their fullest convictions, I only won- 
der how I can expect from him so groat a favor as the light 
of his truth, until the sorrow and penance of my remaining 
life shall invite his pitying mercy to grant it. Remember 
lo pray for me. Srpt. S.^This is the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin, and I have tried to ssnctify it, begging God 
to look on my soul and see how ghidly I would kiss her feet, 
liccause she was his moUier, and joyfully show every exprcs 
sion of roveroneo that even my Antoniq would dcsiio, if ) 
could do it with freedom of soul which followed from know* 
ledge of his will. Mr. Ilobart wss hero for the firat time 
yesterday, since your absence, and was m> entirely out of aft 
patience that it was in vain to show the letter. lie says, 
" The Church is corrupt; wo have returned lo the primitiw 
doctrine, and what mora would you have when you act ac- 
cording to your best judgment f ' I tell him, that would bo 
enough for thia world, but I fear for the next to meet an 
other question. Ilis visit was short, and painful on botl 
sides. Ood direct mo, for I see it is in vain to look for help 
from any one but him. Srpf. 12.— Throe of my children 
have the whooping-cough, and, as I watch them the greater 
part of the night, my prayen are often repeated. But oh, 
Antonio, when will my poor soul be worthy to be heard^ and 
make its direct applications with that liberty of spirit which 
the light of trutb alone can give to itf I repeat to yaii» 
pray for me. It will benefit us both; and, when you wiala 
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lo add a oofdbl drop of iwoclnwi to my cup, write ■ono ol 

llie tlMmghts of jrour mnV 

"LmI weok I KoeWed anoihor Icitor from hor, and to- 
day I roooiTo a ihiid, which hoih I take the Uhcrty of en- 
eloaliig to joa in their originals, to glfo yott an aeearate 
Idea of hor merit and •trugglcs. The earneat aeknowlodg- 
meni ezpro«ed In the heglnning of her last letter of the 
27th Septemher roktea to my propoeal of aending her hack 
with her ohUdron to Italy, In aearoh of the loat quiet of her 
aod and mind. Scnalhle of my Incapacity, partlcnlariy In 
a foreign hinguage, In which I hardly can make myaelf In- 
telllglhle, I anggeated to her to addroaa yon herwlf with hor 
dovhU and qncatlona. Tonr wlao, holy Inatnictions, In aoch 
a delicate and intereating ease, direct or through me, aw 
eerUinly the only adequate onea, and would most deeply 

natify, air, your meat humhle aerraat, 

wAwTnowY Fiuc5cni." 

We win hero proaent at length the two letleia of Mra. 
tfoton alluded to hy hor friend, ezhibiUng aa they do a faith* 
fnl picturo of her soul at this time, her yeamingi for the 
truth, and hor atrugglea with the interior hlindncBa which 
It pleaaed Dirine Providence to send her, and with the out- 
waid difieultiea which ahe met with from the efforts of her 
Protestant friends :— 

«IIr MOOT DBAft BBornra:— 

<'Yoa aay you must know all my concerns. Interior and 
oiterlor. Ai for the hitter, they aro easily related. I 
haro aoea no one aince I wrote to you hut my Philadelphia 
friend, Mn. Scott, wheae tendemcas to me is unreautted; 
Mia. Sadler, who cannot enter Into the apirit of our eauao; 
and Captain Blagg, who came to offer his scnrieca) if I had 
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any eommanda In Leghorn or Ptois. BIr. Ilobart, and all 
the other mitterif hare left me to my eonteraplationii, or 
rather to my 'heat judgment,' I suppose, — ^but, I rather hope, 
—to Ood. So much for exterior, to which I only add, I am 
▼eiy well, though quite opprossed with fatigue ocensioned hy 
my poor little ehildron's whooping-eoug!i. In order to dis- 
close to you the interior, I must speak to you as to Qod. 
To him I say, < When ahall my darkness be made light f* for 
really It would aoom that the evil spirit has taken his place 
so near my aoul that nothing good can enter in it without 
being mixed with his suggestions. In the life of St. Au- 
ipistine I read that 'whcro he is most actire, and obttacloa 
•cem greateat In the divine aervice, thero we have reason to 
eonclnde that success will bo most glorious.' The hope of 
this glorious suecess is all my comfort; fur indeed my spirit 
is sometimes so severely tried it is ready to sink. This 
morning I fell on my fiwe beforo Ood, (romombcr, I toll }-ou 
sll,) and appealed to him aa my righteous Judge, if hardness 
of heart or unwillingness to be taught, or any human reasons, 
stood between me and the truth, — if I would not rojoico to 
caat my aorrowa on the boaom of the Ulessod 3Iary, to en- 
treat the iniuence of all hia blessed saints and angcln, to 
pray for prodous aoub even mora than for myself, and ac- 
count myaelf happy in dying for his sacred truth, if once 
my aoul could know it was pleasing to him. I romembcrod 
how much these exereises had comforted and delighted me 
at liCghom, and roealled all the roaaons which had thero 
convineed me of their truth, and immediately a cloud of 
ioubta and replies raised a contest in this poor soul,* and I 
MttM only agaia cry out for merey to a sinner, and implore 
lib pity who is the soureo of life, light, and truth, to en- 
lighten my eyea thatl sfeep not i(i death— that death of sin 
and error which with every power of my aoul I endeavor 
loeacapa. 
11 
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«« After iwdiiig tlio life of Si. Maiy Magdalon, I tlioiigH 
Cone, my foal| lei w tiin from all ihcw nggjottimm of oqo 
•ide or ihe oiber, and qaietlj reaolTa io go to ihai ohvrch 
whioK btt ai loati tlio mvltiinde of tlio wise aad good on its 
•ido; and began tooonnderiliefirai stops I moaitako. Tho 
ini step-^ ii noi to declare I belieTO all ihai is ianghi bj 
the Gooneil of Treni? and if I said thaty would noi the 
Seaieher of Hearts know mj falsehood and insineeriijr 
Oonld yoa mj ihai jron woold bo satisfied with his bread, 
and beliere the onp, which ho eqnailj eommandod, nnnooos- 
sai7? CoaM jron believe thai the prajcis and litanies ad- 
dnasod to oar BiesBed Ladjr are aeooptable io God, thoogh 
noi eommandod in Scripiaro, kckcf By all which I find, 
and yoo, my Antonio, will bo oni of patience to find, thai 
the Inuli^MMi of the Chnreh has noi the ime weighi of avtho- y 
rifyinmymind. Do noi bo angry. Piiyme. Remember 
ihe miziiiros of troth and error which haTO been pressed 
npon my soul, and rather pray for me, ihan reproach mc; 
Ibr indeed I make erery endcaror to think as yoa wish me, 
and ii is only the most obstinate resistance of my mind thai 
prarents my immediately doing also as yoa wish me; and all 
lean do b to renew my promise ihsi I will pny ineossantly, 
and striTO to wash oni with tears and penance the sins which, 
I fear, oppose my way to Ood. Again I repeat, pimy for 
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On ihe 27th of September Mis. Seton again wrote to 
Mr. Flliechi, as follows:— 

<ai b neeessary to by ihe rostraini of dberetion on my 
pen, whibi thank yoa fbr year biter of the 20th, whidi, 
ihoogh bni iwo hoars ago roeeiTod, has been already read 
orer many iimes. Tho pen b restrained, bni the heart, 
which b beforo Ood, bbsses and adoros him in onboonded 
ihankiglTin^ for sack a fHend. Yoar goodness io me he 
only ean reward. To answer yoU fUly now wonM noi be 
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proper in any way, especially as yoa see my poor seal b siill 
more onseitled and perplozed from day to day, noi from any 
frilnre in its prayers or entreaties to Ood, which are rather 
rodonbled ihan noglectod, bat, like a bird straggling in a net, 
it cannoi escape its fcan and tremblings. 

''Thb afternoon, after dismissing ihe children to play, 
i woni io my knees in my liitb cloeei, to oonRidcr what I 
shonld do and how my saorod dniy woakl direct Should 1 
again read ihcee books I first received from BIr. Ilobaiif 
My hcari reroHed, for I knew there are all ihe &/frc^*arctrfa- 
IfOMf, and the sam of them too sensibly torments my soul. 
Should I again go over theeo of tho Caiholic docirino, though 
ereiy page I read b familbr io me, and my memory ro* 
prosents in rotation the difTereni instructions and replies f 
Since yonr absence I have read the book your brother first 
gave me, and the one you abo garo, with ihe most careful 
attention, — noi only with attention, bui always with prayer, 
-Hmd now musi look up to thai as my only refuge, prayer 
ai all iimes, in all pbces. Really, Antonio, my meei dear 
brother, io whom I ean speak ereiy soefei of my soul, I hare 
prayed, and do pray so much, thai ii seems every ihoughi is 
prayer; and when I awake finom my shori sleeps my mind 
seems to have been praying, and the poor eyes are really 
almesi blind with ineessani iean, — ^for can I pray for such 
n favor wiihoui a beating heart and torrents of toanf My 
ehiMren say, 'Poor mamma,' eoniinually, and really are 
bettor ihan ihoy wore, ihai they may noi add to my sorrow. 
Yei swoei are these tean, and sweet are the sorrows; groai 
b my comfort, ihai, though ilie almighty Source of IJIghi 
does noi visii me with his Messed light, yei he does noi 
bnvn me eontonted and insensibb in my darkness. 

**Sipi. 20.— Thb'day has been a feastday to ihe children 
and n holiday fWmi school, ihai I mighi givo ihe greatesi 
porikm of the houn to Ood. You would have been pleaiied 
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lo hmr tlioir iimhOom aboiii Si. Michad^ aad liow Mgorijf 
ilieyliitoiied to the history of tlie good offioos done to « hj 
the Uened aagelt, and of St Miehaol driving Looifor oni 
ofhenteoyfte. Thej alwajs wait on their knees tflor prayets 
Un I Mca them each with the aign of the eroai| and I look 
np to Ood with an hnmble hope thai he will not fonake na. 
I eoold tell yoa many things, my hrothor, hni mast wait for 
the mttoh wished-for hoar when we shall bo seated with our 
big book at the table. / eoold oiy out now as my poor Seton 
•Bed to do» Antonio, Antonio, Antonio; bni eall baek the 
thooght, and ny eool eries out, Jesns, Jesns, Jesus; there 
It inds test and hearenly peaoe, and is hashed by thai dear 
sound, as my little babe IS ({aieted by my emdk»-song. The 
Jesos Psalter, in the little book yon gSTO me, is my farorite 
oftee, beoaiHe it so o(lon repeats that name; and when 
thoo^t goes to yon, Antonb, and ioMgines yoa in the pro- 
miseooos eompany yoa most meet, without any solid grati* 
ioation, fiitigued by your ezearsions, wandering in your 
fiinoy,fte. fte., oh, how I pray that the Holy Spirit may not 
lento you, and that your dear angel may eren pineh you at 
the hour ef pimyers rather than sullbr you to n^eet themi 
You ehaige me not to negleet the liresxif the Saints, whieh 
I eould not, if I would, for they interest me so mueh that 
the little time I ean eateh for reading b all giren to themt 
indeed, ihey are a lekzation to my mind, for they lessen all 
my troubles and maklD them as nothing by eomparison. 
When I read that St Austin was long in a iuetuating state 
ef mind between error and truth, I say to myself. Be patient, 
Ood will bring you home at bat; and as for the lessons of 
self-denial and poverty, if St Franeis do Sales and the life 
of oar dear Master had not before pointed out to me tht 
many tirtoes and griees that aeeompany them, I should eten 
wish for tkem, to be like these dear, dear saints, in any ro> 
speet Antonkii Antonio^ why eannot my poor soul be satis* 
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led that your ndigion is now the ssbm that theirs then was? 
How ean it hesitate f— why roust it struggle f— the Almight/ 
only ean deeide/' 

After ezprossing her solicitude to hear from him, she con 
tinues^— 

'' I am ashamed of my own letters — they are all egotism 
but my soul Is so entirely engrossed by one subject, that it 
eannot speak with freedom on any other. Bay after day 
passes, and I *e no one; indeed, I can say with perfect truth 
at an times, I prefer my solitude to the company of any 
human beings ezeept that of my most doer Antonio. You 
know my heart, you know my thoughts, my pains and sor> 
rows, b^ and foais. Jonathan loved David as his own 
soul, and if I was your brother, Antonio, I would never leave 
you for one hour; but as it is, I try rather to tarn every af- 
foetion to Ood, well knowing that there alone their utmost 
eieitise eannot be misapplied and most ardent hopes ean 
never be disBj^nted. The idea you suggested to me of 
writing to Bishop Carroll was suggested by a good or an 
evil angel, immediately after your departure. The Pro* 
testants say I am in a state of tempiaikm; you must natd* 
rally think the same. The Almighty is my defence in either 
ease, not ftom any ekim of mine, but through the name of 
Jesus Christ Is it possible I ean do wrong in writing to 
him, sanctioned by your diroetionf At least I will have a 
letter prepared by the time you eoroe." 

It is pbin, fWmi the tenor of the preceding letters, that 
Mrs. Seton's mind wss in a painful state of uncertainty, 
whieh eontlnued to disturb and agitato her soul, although 
she p ossesse d the most eonclusive evidences in favor of the 
Oatholie feligioa ; and it seemed that Divine Providence 
permitted her to bo thus the sport of eoniicting sentiments, 
in order to render her ultimate triumph over error tlie more 
sl^snal, ind to diaengage her alTections the more perfectly 
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a«tkon of tlioir IlcfoniiaiioD, as thcjr call it Hare tiiejp 
Niimod jroQ tbo man f Bni namoa are nothing to onr pur- 
|)oae. Lei na condomn thoni lo oblivion. Thej dcacnra it 
1V> tliaj donj thai the Protoatant Chvrch, tho Roformod 
Charehy or the Church of Kngland, began in the sixteenth 
ocRtnryf If they do, have roeonrse to the histoiy of Eng- 
land. I refer jron to their own writers — to writers of their 
own profeasion. Gan I be more generous or liberal f Thej 
add, that their ehnreh eomes direetlj and vnintermpiodlj 
from Jeans Chrial and the apostles, having had n eonstanl 
sneeeasioo ef prieats; bni are they aUe to name yon a nnm* 
her of then, n eo n greg at ion of faithful, who, ten or twelve 
yean before the Refennation, pr of esaed openly the same 
teiieli they do now — ^who, for instanee, bad deckrod eon* 
IWon an abeminablo impoaition, the invocation of saints 
Mebtiy, tho saeriftee ef the mass an abomination f They 
aaasot AH their prieats a few days before had said mass, 
had heard eonfessfeoa, had invoked the saints. If those 
are erron, they did not belong to the true Church, because 
the Chnidi of Chriat oould not err. Ilicir auecossion, 
ttMrsfofO, ii of no use to their cause. Do not hastily trust 
them. Apply to me with that confidence yon show for me, 
fer wbieh I thank yon. I aball never betmy it Mark the 
dHfereiiea between their eondnet and mine, and jon will 
Jndge who Is led by the purest motives. Th^ endeavor to 
IH|^tea yon, to foroo yon to a hasty doelanUon; they 
threaten to make a pnblie buaineas of a private eoocem. 
VieleMa was never the characteristie of charity. Was this 
my eondnet? Did I ever propose yon any temporal benefii 
Of an aDnrementf Did I take advantage of yonr doeilfty 
lo Bslen*to my Instmetions, to hasten your decision ? Did 
I nel^ en the eontraiy, roatmin your ardor, that yon might 
piwe yonraolf r Aff^ thia I have done, and not throttgh a 
isirtimeni of todlforenee, beeattso t am ii leahms in the 
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cause aa they may be; but surprise, thrcatu, violence, are 
instruments I despise. 

''I must warn yon against an error I ace you are subject 
to. Yon have suffered your poor bniin to be distracted by 
contrjverBies on the real presence and Uie invocation of 
aaints. Do you expect to underhand all the subaltern 
qnesUons that may arise? If you are sick, you send fur a 
doctor. Do you pretend to question him on every point of his 
medical acience before yon submit yourrelf to his prescrip- 
tionsf You are aatisfiod to know that he is one of the best 
doctors in the phice. Our prudence in tcmponil concerns 
may well be folk>wed in our spiritual ones. The study of 
religion cannot, ought not to be eoinplicatcd. You know 
that Jesus Christ baa established a Chureh that cannot err, 
cannot fell, and of oourre cannot be subject to variation, nor 
begin at a period distant from that in which he lived among 
US. Seek therefore this Chureh. If you find it, submit 
yonrrelf to her decisions without further inquiries. If Qed 
has a right over our aetiona and our desires, he must have 
an equal one over our undorrtanding. Your submission 
will be reconcilable, even in thoae points yon may not un- 
derstand, because it is reasonable to trust in the word of a 
Chureh which is the eohimn of firmness and truth. If we 
wore obliged to extend our inquiries further, few of na 
would have leisure for it, and none the talents. 

*' Pray be sineero in your desire of knowing the truth; do 
not liaten to aoeondary and worldly considerations, and yon 
will bo enlightened. 

** Hare yon ever made a reflcetionf It may tend to calm 
your approhmtaiona, though it is insuflicient to make a good 
Cathdie. All year divinea admit that a Itoman Cbtholie 
may be saved. What risk do yon run, therefore, in the 
change? To put one's self on the safer side is certainly 
pmdeneo. I shall write to you fully at leisnre. Do not de> 

I 
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eoKTineod if wrongi or rciy saspicioiisf' I tromblo for jrmi| 
bvl I Ironblo also for mymUt I fcir thai an impmdonl 
oonildoiioo in jtmt apparent iirmnoM may be placed to mj 
aceonnt Porliapa a aocroi prido made me tnut in the power 
of my porraaaiona. The ranity of giving a proof to yoor 
IHcnds tbai yoor change of religion could not be imputed to 
aurpriio made me prefer your delaying your act of rotraota« 
tlon. I consider myself guilty of all this, and can only plead 
a sort of good intention. 

" I had already told you that, while all your divines ad- 
mit that a Roman Gatholie may bo nvcd, you need not 
trouble yourMlf ; you were at any rate equally safe. But 
pu know that our doctrine docs not admit of rcciproeity. 
Aa I have eiplained to you the motives, I need not repeat 
them. This only I say, that» independent of that infallibility 
whieh must be the clwracteristio of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, If we allow any to exist, the deeisiotts of the Catholie 
Chureh as a more civil body cannot be despised. Consider 
tho number of its mombcn, their reputation in all ages for 
talents and sanctity, the conformity of their sentiments, the 
antl<iuity of its establishment, and compare to it the youth 
of tho Protestant world, tho infinite variety of the doctrino I 
proaehed by its greatest men, tho contracted number of its \ 
feUowen, their acknowledgment of being subject to error, • 
(though they pretend not to err in fact;) and decide if you j 
can be tranquil on this most important point Every man / 
who tolls me that the Church he advises mo to booome a f 
member of is not infallible tells me in substance that I may I 
be led into error. With this deebration I have not even his ' 
word for seourity. By his dedaration that his Church is not 
infidlible ho has warned me of tho danger. Can you bo 
tnnquil b such a perraasionf I should not believe yrn^ if i 
fou w«re to answer in the affirmative. 

'Should yon propose these difficulties to yoitr divine^ (as ^ 



IIB8. JB. A. 8CT0N. 



139 



you have such a propensity to prefer their advice to the light 
you have received,) and they ahonld for convenience sako 
say that they do not admit that a Catholie may be saved, or 
that they confess that the IVotcstant Church is infalliblO| 
1 shall give you proofs to tho contrary. 

''As examples are sometimes more persuasive <han rca* 
soning, I enclose you a copy of the declaration of the Duohcsa 
of York 8ho was in your same sitiuitioni but she was mori 
faithful to grace. 

" 'What must I do, my dear Filicchif I hear you any 
IVay, — ^prny incessantly, pray with fervor, and with con- 
fidence. Be aineero in your wish to know tho truth and 
firm in your resolution to follow it. Never think of tho C9n- 
sequences for what relates to your situation and family afiairs. 
There is a Providence. Let therefore prayer bo your only 
adviser. Abandon all others, if you ImJicvo nie. You can- 
not ask without something being given you; you cannot 
knock and find the door alwn3's shut; 3'ou cannot seek, never 
to find. Sincerity, confidence, and pcmevcranco In prayer, 
calmness and tranquillify in mind, coumgc and resolution 
in heart, a perfect resignation to Providence, — ^you cannot 
rail to succeed. Avoid tho labyrinth of contrtvcrsics. They 
will not make you wiser. 

'* In the paper I gavo yon, I only set down what was no- 

ccsiary fbr you to know. I did not protend to answer all 

the difficulties started at different tiniea by IVotestanta. I 

know them, and could have answered them, but my work 

would have been swelled to an immense site, and I had no 

time for it Had I explained the futility of the objections 

you point out, I would not have iuiprorod much, because 

they would have atarted many others. It is easy to create 

difficulties when you lose sight of the main point Is thcro 

any thing moro certain than the existenco of God f Still 

an atheist will tire out the patience of tho most learned, by 
IS 
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Um diiBcaltioB ho can start in protending to fuppoK hit 
opinion It if impoflsiblo to follow any man in tho dloeiis- 
rion of Mparato controvorBios. Tho aoctarios of all doBO- 
miaations will always aroid discussing tho main point They 
will constantly lose sight of it to introduce other questions. 
" May you be wise enough to see the snares and avoid 
thorn ! I win ssy no moro. Ood Mess yon. 

'' Yonr afToctionato friondi 

" PniLip FiMccni." 

''DbarBIadam:-— 

''The moment I received your letter of the 20th July, I 
wrote yon a few hasty lines, endeavoring to ease your mind 
and to sot aright yonr eonscienee. I promised yon that by tho 
return of the Mcrcnry I would have cleared all your doubta, 
or rather shown you the falsehood of the argumento mado 
use of by our oppononta to disturb yon from the dctcrmlna- 
tion of cmbrscing the Cathdio faith. Little I thought then 
that the yellow fever, which has visited us, would rob me of 
the momenta I intended to devote to this task. This sick- 
nesS| which alarmed our people and made almost a desert of 
this city by tho great emigration it caused, induced tho 
government to establish a board of health. I was pointed 
out as a member. I would not rofuso to lend my assistance; 
and the services I have been obliged to ronder have taken 
up so much of my time (and you may suppose I had not a 
groat deal of it to sparo) that I am reduced to tho last day, 
to the eve of the Mercury $ departun, to attend to my pro- 
mise. I do not despair, however, of success. As words andl 
reasonings aro of no avail if tho graeo of Ood does not give | 
them tho power of persuading, as thb may be granted lo tho 1 
simpleat observations ns well as to the most learned arg«-f 
Bienta, I trust that the few romarks I have tried to make will / 
h« supported with that graoo which I implorq, and with / 
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lout which a learned treatise would bo but the sound of a 
Ittmbrol. 

" I shall answer your queries in duo succession :— 

<< IVrsf. They toll you that tho Frotcstant Chuitli has 
tho right succession, they (your clergymen) having alwa)'s 
been ordained by bishops of tho Roman Catholic Churoh, 
and that they call themselves Protestanta because they pro- 
tested against the errors of tho Churoh of Rome, which had 
deviated from the primitive Churoh — erron unknown to the 
first four ages of Christianity. They admit therefore — 

"1, That the true Churoh must eome in right succes- 
sion from tho apostles ; 

" 2. That tho Roman Cathdie Churoh was, in the first 
four ages, the true Churoh. 

<'8. That the Protestant Churoh comes directly from the 
Roman Cathdio Churoh. 

*' You will remember, and they have admitted it, that the 
true Churoh could not fall and oould not err. The Protest- 
ant Reformation took ptaoo in the sixteenth century. The 
Churoh of Rome had fallen into error (acoording to their 
assertions) since the fifth eentury, and they omit to namo 
a churoh that must fill a space of eleven centuries. That 
they might bo right, it would have been necessary thait their 
proteetaUoBS against the erron of the Roman Churoh should 
have taken plaoo tho moment they appeared, so that they 
might be entitled to bo eonsidorod as the fbllowefs of truth 
without deviation or interruption, and that we and not they 
might bo oensnrod as having separated from tho general 
Churoh. Was this tho fiiet f When the Protestanta first 
appeared and doelared tho invooation of sninta to bo idola- 
try, QOttfession an imposition, tho sacrifice of the mass an 
aboodnation, the rjMil presence a superstition, the invoostion 
of nints, ooBfession, masi^ wero the avowed teneta and the 
eonstBBt pfuetleo of the Churoh. These very bishops who 
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Ofdftbod tbo firei abciton of the RoforiLfttkm foHowod tlmt 
doetrinoy and the iinit roformen UioimoItm a few dajs boforo 
mid Buyn, hoard confesnonsy ke. If all those things were 
WNMf the bishopi who ordained them had orrod— ihoj (the 
reformen) had erred thomaelvofl — tho whole Ghureh had 
orrod. The snppoeed exiatenco of theao errors destroys the 
possibility of the nnintcrrupted saccessioo of the tme 
Chnreh. It is therefore tmOi and most tme, as I told 
ytm boforo,— -vis. : that if they acknowledged their sfteeession 
from tho lloman Chnreh, (a fact they cannot deny,) they 
arast oonfesB that, if this Chnreh had erred for the space of 
eloTon oentnrics, it could not bo the Church of Jesus Christ, 
and their Tory sucecssion proves a Titiated origin, and, of 
eonrso, a false establishment. If, on the contrary, the 
Roman Church was the true Church, it could not err, 
and the reformation of its doctrine was both useless and 
Impious. 

''Tou will constantly obserro that the Protestants arc 
t«iy careful to aroid this dilemma. They will never give 
you a straight answer on this subject They will immo* 
diatdy ohange the theme, propose other arguments, and draw 
your attention from the principal point 

''They have moreover imposed on yon, and taken advan- 
tage of your ignorance of oodesiastiod histoiy, when they 
have told you that the first four ages knew not and practised 
ttoi tho things they call Popish errors. I shall oontent my* 
self with exposing tho infidelity of their accounts in a few 
Instances. They will then be considered by you as fiilso 
Ifuldcs, and tho little I shall ssy will be sufiicient to enlighten 
yoU| if God grants power to my pen. 

'^Tolir cfcrgymen abomifaato the snerifice of the mass. 
8t Justiui who lived about fifty yean after the death of th« 
apostle St John, praises the sacrifice of the Kucharist, and • 
Isp that It was offered by Christians ihronghout the world 
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(<8t lTOn»«s, diseiple of St Pdyearp, who had bcca 
disciple of the apesile St John, bean the snme witness. 

'• Tertullian,^who lived in the seoond age, sssurcs us that 
the sacrifice was oflTerod among Christians for the health and 
preservation of tho emperors. In advising women to retire- 
ment, he snys, that to visit the sick, to assist at tho sacrifice, 
ami to hear the word of Ood, were the only motives that 
should induce them to go out of their houses, lie assures 
us that the saerifioo was offered hr the dead, the anniversary 
day of their death. 

«< St Cyprian, who lived in tho third age, docUros that 
the pncUee of offering tho sacrifice for the dead was general 
and ancient 

**Yoa see therefore that the doctrine rchitive to the sacri* 
fiee and to puigatoiy was known and admitted before tho 

fifth age. 

" The LituT^ of tho Church of Jerusilem, which is st- 
tributed to St James, is worded thus :— ' Grant, O God, tliat 
our obhition may be found acceptable and sanctified by the 
Udy Ghost for the propitiation of our sins and for the re- 
pose of theoo who departed before us.' The liturgies of 
the Chuiches of Constantinople, Aksxandria, and Ethiopia, 
are framed nearly in the same words. 

• Tertttlliad, who lived in the second ago, dcpkires the 
blindness of those Christiana who did not confess their sins 
through sham% Hera is therelbre another essential point 
of belief known to the primitive Church and eorabatod by 
your reuNfmers. 

« You see therefore ihat you cannot trust their veracity. 
I am surprised thai you did not perceive the weakness ol 
their cause by their own reasonings. 

*<They cannot deny that their reformation took place in 
the sixteenth century. To prove their mission, they claim 
their sueeession from the Boman Catholie Chureh. They 
If 
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•dnii Ihai Jesus Christ kepi his word not to shandoB his 
Ohnrehi and still thej pretend to belong to the tme one, in 
eonseqneneo of their snoeessioB from that whieh| aoeording 
to their doehurationi had deviated from tmth sinee the fourth 
esntttiy. What raonstrons reasoning ! 

''My dear Mr8.8eton, keep well in mind the folloming 
argumenty and do not trouble jonr head with oontroTersies. 

"All Christians admit that Jesus Christ has cstoblished 
a Churth, and that ho would h6 with it to tho end of time. 
St Paul calls it the eolumn of firmness and of truth. 

" There must, therefore bo a true Churehi and this must 
be as aneient as Christianity itself. 

''AH our endearon roust bo to find which, among the 
ChriaUaa soeieties that ebim the prifilcgo, is the true 
Chureh. 

" When we hsTO found it we nood no longer study. Let 
Bs belioTe what she teaeheSi as tho true Chureh cannot err. 

" New InstitutioBS cannot pretend to the aboro pririlego. 
If to obtain it thej ehim sueeession from another Chureh, 
tho argumoBt must be this :— 

" Either the Chureh jou proeood from was true, or false 
If UWf JOB were wrong to change her doctrine ; if false, • 
JOB are blse yourselves. 

"Right sueeession and innovation are eontnidictofy ^ 
things. 

"The study of religion cannot bo diflieult It must bo 
adapted to the talents of all. Controversies do no good. 

"YoBr elef|Eymen will always endeavor to keep your 
attentioB from the above principles, and to throw yon into • 
the bbyrinth of controversies. If they suoeecd to throw 
eoBfrttioB in your mind they have gained the battle. Vou 
will bo Boither Catholie nor Protestant They do not jnro 
B fitfihiag aboBt it^ provided you be not a Catholic. 

"As to what they have said respecting eouneils and thdff 
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eoBtiBdietioBS, you will observe that as thcro hare bocB al 
tiBMS two popes, one legal and one illegal, so thcro have 
been legal and illegal councils. These must have been 
wrong, the othen right > They could not thcreforo possibly 
agreo; and tho general Churoh, in admitting those, has re- 
fused to aekBOwledge tho others. Tho treatise I gave ymi 
aboBt tho iBfallibility of tho Churoh will show you whero 
bfrllibility lesidcs. 

" I hope to have fririy anawerod all your questions. 1 
wish I eould bo near you. I would keep my word to ehsar 
your doubts. With the help of God, I would not fear the 
learned aigBBiento of your divines, without being a divino 
myself. 

" t ami with perfect esteem, 
"Tour humble servant and affectionate friend, 

"PlilUFFiLiociir' 

While Mr. Filieehi was thus manifesting his friendly and 
pious teal Ib behalf of Mrs. 8eton, she was sn object of 
equal solicitude on the part of his brother in America. 
We have soon that while in Now York he riiiitcd her fre- 
quently, and when his affairs called him to Boston, he 
opened a correspondonce with her, the main object of which 
was the promotion of her spiritual welfiiro. Mis letten 
bieathed a spirit of tho wmrmest and most exalted friend- 
ship, which, although viewing her religious enlightenment 
as the highest oonsidention, did not overlook, as we havo 
seen, her temporal happineas. He counselled her in her 
doubts and consoled her in her trials. Writing from Bos- 
ton, November 7, 1804, he says :— " Fight, my worthy 
friend ; pray without eoasing. The meroiful Redeemer of 
BJ all will at last oome to your roliof, wipe away your tears, 
aiaH your humility, nward your fortitude." Ho might 
wdl nddrom her in thb hmguage Bsdor the weight of sbAbt 
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lug whieh tlion opproHwd her soiil. The iniBts ibat itiU 
clcNukKl hor mind on tbo mibjoot of roligioti woukl alont 
luiTO fttfioed lo throw a fontitivo and doTonI apirii like hon 
bio a aCate of eniol anguiah. But, in addition to thia, aha 
waa met with eokJneaa and indifforenee bj aomo of her rcla^ 
tiona and former fnenda, who oonid not brook the idea of 
her heaitating in the preference of Protcatantiam to Catho- 
lieitj. For a kdy of Bin. 8eton*a aoeial atanding, and one 
who had onjojed ereiy eomfort of life before the loaa of her 
hvabandi thia perMWution would hare been a very aeriona 
obaCaelo to her eonrenrioni had ahe not poaae aae d a aingnkr 
irmneany and been aetoated by the paroat and moat elevated 
Intentiona. Bnt her objeet waa to place honwlf and her 
ehildron In the tmo way of aalvationi and eonvineedi aa 
onr Lord deelaroa in the geapel, that " it will profit a man 
Bothing to gain the whole world if he loao hia own aoni/' 
ahe waa willing to aaorifioe the advantages of thia earth for 
thai peaee and eternal happineas whieh the world cannot 
give. Bj fteqvent roeovrae to prajer and apiritual read- 
ing ahe anpported herNlf vnder theee triala, hoping that 
the Almighty would at tongth regard the ainoeritj of her 
hearty and diapel the ckmda that atill hovered over her 
mind. Writing to a friend at thia timci ahe thna deacribea 
hor peoitlbr aitoation and the canae that produced it : — 

" On arriving home (from Italy) I waa aaaatlod on the 
auljeet of religion by the clergy, who talked of anUchriat, 
idolatry, and urged objections in torrenta, whieh, though 
Mi capable of changing the opinions I had adopted, have 
terrified me enough to keep me in a state of heaitaiion ; 
and I am thna in the handa of CM, praying night and day 
for hia divine light^ whieh exn alone direct me aright 1 
iMtmet my ehildran in the Oathdie religion, withcut taking 
My decided aCepi my heart la In that fiiith, and it b my 
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groateat comfort to atation myself in imagination in a Ca« 
tholie ehuroh." 

They who are acquainted with the various, somclimca 
myatorioua, dilRculiica that liaunt the mind in iia pmgrcm 
from error to truth, will readily comprehend that the Cnihcv 
lie faith preponderated in the heart of Mrs. Scion, while 
ahe waa held back by a certain obacurity still lingering upon 
the aubject, and which we may believe to have been per- 
mitted by the Almighty, either as a punbhmcnt of the 
raah eipoeuro of faith, or aa a moans of testing the fidelity 
and inereaaing the merits of his servant. 8hc had no nccil 
of farther diaenasioli or investigntion in regard to the Inte 
Church. From the very first opposition that she had met 
with on the part of her friends in America, she entered 
profoundly into the cianiination of the question ; author 
waa read after author; the texta referred to hor eoiisidora- 
tion were weighed on her kncea and with constant tears ; 
and when ahe waa told by her rchitiona that her strong 
belief in Catholic doctrine waa a temptation, ahe doubled 
against the enemy of her aoul the meat eficetnal weapons 
in the spiritual conflict, humility, prayer, and fosting; she 
therefore had employed all the ordinary moans for infonn- 
ing herself correctly upon the subject of religious truth } 
and if ahe atill was prevented, by a certain feeling of difii* 
denoe at dread, from being fully influenced by the power* 
ful motivea whieh ahe peeaessed for embracing the Catholic 
communion, it waa a trial which Ood permitted for his 
greater gloiy tad the more decided benefit of her aoul. 
Her only rosouroe waa to pray, to knock at the door of 
divine mercy, until it ahould please the Almighty to shed 
upon her the raya of hia heavenly light. 

The letten ot Mn. Seton which we have pUced befon 
Che leader preaeni a lively picture of her distressing situa* 
Hon } but H way be Interesting to enter more fully into het 
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tluNiglitfi, and tc consider tho rcMoning bj which she ro* 
hfiUed tho argaments of her Protestant friends. It will 
tenre to show the powerful hold of Catholic principles on 
her mind and heart, and the steadj action of dirine grace 
In drawing her to the tme faith. Daring the painfnl 
straggle of her seal from the month of Jalj, 1804, to tho 
end of the yeari she wrote seyeral letters to her friend, Mrs. 
Aoiabilia Filieohl| of Leghorn, in which she oxprosscs her 
tentiments with oqoal simplicity and force. 

''I had," she says, "a most aiTeettonato note from Mr. 
Ilobart to-day, asking me how I could ever think of leaving 
the Chureh in which I was beptticd. But, though wloit- 
•?er he says to me hu tha weight of my partiality for him, 
as well as the respect it seems to me I could scarcely hare 
ibr any one else, yet that qacstion made me smile; for it is 
like saying that wherover a child is bom, and wherever its 
parents pbee it^ there it will find the truth — and he docs 
not hear the droll invitations made me ovciy day, since I 
am in my little new home, and old friends come to see me ; 
for it has already happened that one of the most excellent 
W0HM« I ever know, who is of the Church of Scotland, find- 
ing me nnscttled about tho groat object of a true fkith, said 
to me, 'Oh do, dear soul I come and hear our J. Mason, 
and I am sure you will join us.' A little after, oame one 
whom I h>ved for the purest and meat innocent manneni, 
of the Society of Quakers, (to which I have been always al- 
laehed ;) she ecaxed me too with artless persuasion : — ' Betsey, 
I toll thee, thee had bettor come with us.' And my faithM 
old flrlend of the Anabaptist meeting, Mrs. T— ''— , says, 
with team in her vyoB, 'Oh, could you be regeneratod, 
oooM yea know our experiences and enjoy with us oar 
hearenly ban<iuet !' And my good old Maiy, the Mothodisty 
groam and contemplates, as she calk It, over my soal, so 



MRS. I. A. BRTOlf. 



148 



misled because I have yet no convictions. But, oh my 
Father and my God ! all that will not do for inc. Your 
word is truth and without contradiction, wherever it is. 
One fiiith, one hope, one baptism I look for, wherever it is; 
and I often think my sins, my miseries, hide the light; yet 
I will cling and hold tc my Qad to tho hst gasp, begging 
for that light, and never change until I find it." 

«<A«g«H. 

''There u a sad weariness now over life I never beforo 
was tried with. My lovely children round their writing- 
table, or round our evening fire, make nic forget a little this 
unworthy dejection, which arises, I believe, from continual 
application ef mind to these multiplied books brought for 
my instruction; above all, Newton's Prophecies. Your 
poor friend, though, is not so easily troubled as to tho facts 
it dwells on, because it msy or may not be ; but, living all 
my days in the thought that all and eveiybody would be 
saved who meant well, it grieves my very soul to see that 
I'rotcstants, as well as your (as I thought) hard and severe 
principles, sec the thing so diflcrcntly— since this book, so 
valued by them, sends all followen of the Pope to tho bot- 
tomless pit, ke. ; and it appeara by the account made of 
them from the apostles' time, that a greater part of the 
world must be already there at any rate. Oh my! the wor- 
shipper of imsges and the man of sin are different enough 
from the beloved souls I knew In Leghorn, to case my mind 
on that point, since I so well knew what yea worriiippod| 
my Amabilia; bat yet, so painful and sorrowful an im- 
pression is left on my heart, it is all eloaded and troubled. 
So I say the penitential psalms, if not with tho spirit of tho 
h)yal prophet, at least with his tears, which truly mix with 
tho food and water the couch Of your poor friend, yet with 
such eonfideneo in God, that it seems to me he never mm 
so truly my Esther and my all at any moment of ny Kfo* 
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Anna eoszct me, when wo aro at our orcning pitjciiy to 
aaj, ffaU, Margt and all my, 'Oh do, ma, ieMh it to wi P 
Etcb little Bcbocca tries to lisp it, though she can searcclj 
speak; and I ask mj Sarionr, why should wo not saj it? 
If any one is in hearcn, his moUier must be there. Are the 
angels, then, who are so often represented ss being so in- 
ierosted for us on earth, more eompassionaie, more exalted, 
than she is ? Oh, no, no I Mary, our Mother, that csnnol 
be. 80 1 beg her, with the confidence and tenderness of 
her child, to pi^ us and guide us to the true faith, if we 
are not in it; and, if we are, to obtain peace for mj poor 
soul, that I msj be a good mother to my poor darlings; for 
I know if God should Icare me to myself after all my sins, 
he would be justified ; and since I road these books, my 
head is quite bewildered about the few that are sared ; so 
I kiss her pieture yon garc me, and beg her to be a mother 
to me." 

" 8«pl«MV0r. 
<< Your Antonio would not hare been well pleased to see 
me in 8t Fkul*s (ProtcsUnt Episcopal) Church to-day; but 
peace and persuasion about proprieties, Ac. oTcr-prerailod : 
yet I gojt in a side pew, which turned my face toward tho 
Catholio Ghuroh, in the next street, and found myself 
twenty times speaking to the Blessed Saorament (kere^ in« 
Pt^d of looking at tho naked altar where I was, or minding 
tho routine of prayers. Tears pfonty, and sighs as silent 
and deep as when I first entered your blcssod Church of tho 
Annunciation in Fk>rcnoo— all turning to the one only de- 
sire, to see the way most pleasing to my Qod, whiehcTcr 
that way is. Mr. Hobart says, 'How csn you belicTO that 
thoro are as many Qods as there are millions of altars and 
leas of millions of blessed hosts all orer the worid f ' Again 
I can but smile at his oamcet words; for the whole of my 
cogitations about It are reduced to one tl^ght^^fIt li 
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Qod who does it — the same Qod who fed so many thousands 
with tho little barlcy-lonTCS and little fishes, multiplying 
them, of courBO, in the hands which distributed them.' 
Tho thought stops not a moment to me ; I look straight st 
my Qod, and see that nothing is so very hard to bclicTC in 
it, since it is Hb who docs it Years sgo, I read in some 
old book, 'When you say a thing is a roystefy end you do 
not understand it, you say nothing against the mystery 
itself, but only acknowledge your limited knowledge snd 
comprehension, which docs not understand a thousand 
things you must yet own to be true.' And so often it 
comes in my head, if the religion which gives to the world 
(at least to so great a part of it) the heavenly consoLitions 
attached to tho belief of the presence of God in the Blc^^ 
Sacrament, to be the food of the poor wanderers in the de- 
sert of this world, as well as the manna was the support of 
the Israelites through tho wilderness to their Canaan ; if 
this religion, says your poor friend, is the work or con- 
trivance of mciT and priest^ ss they say, then God sccnis 
not as earnest for our happiness ss these contrivers, nor to 
love us, though the children of redemption and bou;;ht 
with the precious blood of his dear Son, ss much as ho did 
the children of the old Law ; since he leaves our churches 
with nothing but naked walls, and our altan unadorned 
with either the ork which his presence filled, or sny of the 
precious pledges of his csro for us, which he gave to thono^ 
of old. They tell me I must wonhip him now in spirit and 
in truth ; but my poor spirit very often goes to sleep, or 
roTCS about like an idler, for want of something to fix its 
attention ; and for the truth, dearest Ainabilia, I think I 
fed more true union of heart and soul with him over a pic- 
ture of the crucifixion I found yean ago in my father's 
portfolio, than in tho ■; but what I was going to say 
would be folly, for truth docs not depend on the people 
II K 
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was A ehMf it was noty aa now, aaid to bo apiritaallj take a 
and leeetTod; bowoTor, to get thooghta away, I took tlie 
Da^g Exereiie of good Abb6 PlaDkott, to read ibe prajoni 
after eommniiioii ; bni finding ererj word addreaaod to onr 
dear Sarkmr aa roallj prcacnt, I became balf eraiy, and for 
Ibo first time eonld not bear tbc sweet caitmes of tbe dar- 
lings or bless tbeir little dinner. Ob, my Qod, tbat day 1 
but it finbbed ealmly at last, abandoning all to Qod, and a 
renewed eonfidence in tbe Blessed Virgin, wboeo mild and 
peaceinl look reproacbed my bold excesses, and reminded 
me to fix my beart abore witb better bopcs." 

Bneb waa tbe resolvtion wbicb, aided by tbe grace of 
Qod, waa to be n source of ligbt and peace to tbe troubled 
aoul of Mrs. Seton — to abandon all to bim and rely upon 
tbe deeburatioM of bis boly word. Her mind bad been 
so baraased witb doubt, so eruelly agitated by conflicting 
tbougbts and ineffoetual attempts to diseoTor tbe true fiiith, 
tbat die bad formed tbe desperate purpeae of embruing nc 
partieular form of Cbristianity until tbe bour of deatb; but 
Qed was watebing orer ber, to witbdraw ber feet from tbc 
brink of tbe pradpiee. On tbe feast of tbe Epipbany, tbe 
(Mot of wbieb eommemorates tbe bomage paid by tbe Wise 
Moo to tbe infiuit Sarioor of mankind, sbe took up a ser- 
moo of Bonrdaloue on tbat subject, wbicb, alhiding to the 
iuqulry made by tbese Eastern sages among tbe priests 
and doctors of tbe bw, "Wbero is be wbo is bom King of 
tbe JewsT' obserrcs, tbat wben we no longer discern tbe 
star of fiiitb, we must seek it wbero alone it is to be found, 
aaMmg tbe depositaries of tbe divine word, tbe pwtore of 
tbe Cburok Tbb suggestion, witb tbe blessing of Qod, 
produeed tbo meat salutary improsrion on ber mind. Sbc 
al onee resolTed to consult again tbese books on tbe Citbo- 
llo bUk wbieb bad originally won ber to it, and she endca- 
fOfod also to obtain an intenriew witb tbe Rot. Mr. O'Brien, 
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pastor of Si. Peter's Cbureb. Failing, bowerer, in tbis^ 
and ardently desirous of roceiring direction from the minis- 
ters of Ood, sbe addressed a letter to tbe Rct. John Cbe- 
terus, then amistant pastor of tbe Catholic Church in 
Boston.* In rain did those around her attempt to influ- 
eiiee ber by worldly conaiderations. Writing to a friend at 
this time, sbe says tbat Catholics in Now York were repre- 
sontod SB ''the offwourings of the people,'' and the eongre- 
gatiou said to be ''a public nuisance;" "but," sbe adds, 
*' tbat troubles not me. Tbe congregation of a city may be 
very shabby, yet ?ery pleasing to God; or very bad people 
among thorn, yet cannot hurt tbe /ailk, as I take it. And j 
should tbe priest himself deserve no more respect than is ' 
hero aUowod him, bis ministry of the sacraments would be 
tbe same to me, if I ever shall receive them. I seek but 
Ood and hb Church, and expect to find my peace in them, 
not la tbe peopb." 

Whib her mind was in these happy dispositions, sbe re* 
eeived from Bbbop Carroll a further evidence of the lively 
interest wbieb be took in ber welfare. In a btter to Mr. 
Filieebi be says :— "Though I have beard no more than b 
contained in your last concerning tbc most estimable lady 
for wboae situation and happiness you ars so much into* 
rsated, yet I have the fullest confidence that, after being put 
to tbo severe and meet dbtrossing trial of interior darkness, 
doubtiy and tarron of making a wrong step, our merciful 
Father in heaven will aeon aend her relief, and diffuse light 
and eonsobtbn in her heart Among the rcligiSus books 
in ber possession, I doubt not of her having that most »• 

• AnmwM StH BMMf •r Ika titj» trnd, ttiU bUr, BMof •T M««i. 
aabu, fai ViralNt^ u4 CwdUMl ArdiMtkop •T DordMuu. 8m hit Life^ 
%f lk« A4V. J. II«M DaWttff , tnuMkitod flrMi lk« Tnmek bj lUUH M. 
WalAi 1fk«^ PliaaMHiiA, IS4I. TIm Itttor wklek Mf9. 8«Im wrHt 
U Ma CIHT iw i al Uilt iatorwiiag Jaactort, m4 kit tmtmwr, I kmn Ml 
MM aUt to ditMMr, B«lwiUit«Mkllag IIm »ot4 ^HlgMl 
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eeltotti OBOi goneralljr ascribed to Thomas k Kempisi ' Of the 
FoHowiiig of Christ.' Kccomracnd to her, when her soul is 
weighed down with trouble sod anxiety, to read the ninth 
ehapter of the second book, entitled ' Of the want or ah- 
•enee of ererj comfort' As far as it is in mj power to 
Jvdge of her state of mind, from the account of it oontained 
in jonr letters, I do not think it advisable for her at present 
tc perplex herself with reading any more oontrorersj. She 
has seen enough on that subject to assure herself of the 
true principles for settling her faith. Ilcr great business 
BOW should be to beseech our Divine Redeemer to revive in 
her heart the grace of her baptismi and to fortify her soul 
in the roiohition of following unreservedly the voice of God 
qpeaking to her heart, however difficult and painful the sa- 
eriftees may be which it requires. Having confirmed henielf 
in this roioluiioni it must be to her a matter of the first im- 
portanoe to inspect the state of her conscience, and judge 
herself impartially and with the utmost sincerity, divesting 
herself as much as she can, with the aid of ilivine grace, not 
only of every sinful attachment, but of every affection that 
has not Ood for its source, its motive, and its object She 
ought to eoBsldor whether the tears she sheds and the prayers 
she offers to heaven are purely for God's sake, and arise 
solely from compunction for sin, and are unmixed with any 
alloy of woridly respects or inordinate solicitude for Che 
attainment of some woridly purpose. Indeed, when I road 
the wo^^ yon copied from her kttcrs, and her tetters 
themselves, I remain convinced of the sincerity of her en- 
deavon to make herself conformable in all things to the 
ditSno will; but afterward a fear arises in my mind that 
God diseorers in her some lurking imperfection, and defers 
the final .graee of her eonversion till her soul be entirely 
yvrified of Iti irroguhur attachments. The ordinary oourse 
if PlWTideBeei with respect to those who are to be tried by 



interior darknejs and tribnhition, is to subject them to il 
after their eonTcrsion is oompleted; and it often happens 
that those trials become highly useful, and dispose those 
who are subject to them to disclose with the utmost sincerity 
the entire state of their eonscienecs, all their weakncmcs, 
and OTon those imperfections of which formerly they made 
BO account Perhaps, in the case of your most estcciucd 
and respected friend, it pleases God to suffer her to experi- 
ence now, before her open union with his Chureh, those 
agitations of conscience which will induce her to perform, 
witb the greatest care and attention, all previous duties 
Bccessary for her adoption into it" 

Unfortunately, wo are not in possession of the corre- 
spondence which passed between Mrs. Seton and the Rev. 
Mr. Gheverus at this period; but we know from other sources 
of information that the wise counsels of that distinguished 
elergyman, and the ezeellent adviees of Dishop Carroll, con- 
tributed in an eminent degree, under God, to dispel the 
doubts and apprehensions of her soul and inspire her with 
a fixed determination to seek admission into the Catholic 
Chureh. Her final resolution on this important question, 
and the {prounds on which it rested, are thus beautifully 
expressed in her own words :— 

"Now they tell me, take care, I am a mother, and my 
children I must answer for in judgment, whatever faith I 
lead them to. That being so, and I so unconscious, for I 
little thought, till told by Mr. Hobart, that their faith could 
be BO full of consequence t6 them or me, I will go peaceably 
and firmly to the Catholic Chureh; for, if faith is so im- 
portant to our salvation, I will seek it where true fiiith firrt 
began— seek it among those who received it from God him- 
self. The controTersies on it I am quite incapable of deetd- 
ittg; and| as tbe strictest Protestant allows salvation to a good 
CbOkAW, to the Catholiea I will |^, and try to be a good 
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May God Aceopi nj iBtentioii and pity mot As to 
Mppoiiiig tho word of our Lord has failed, and that lie haa 
•vfferod his first Ibandatioa to be built on bj antiebrist» I 
eaanoi stop on tbat withont stopping on erory other word of 
onr Lord| and being tempted to bo no Christian at all ; for, 
if the first Ghnreh bceame antiehrist, and the sceond holds 
. her rights from it, then I should be afraid both might bo 
antiehrist, and I make my way to the bottomless pit by fol- 
lowing either. Come, then, my little ones, we will go to 
judgment together, and present our Lord hb own words; 
and if ho says, 'You fools, I did not moan that,' wo will say, 
'Sinee yon said you would be alwa^, eren to the end of 
ages, with this Church you built with your bleed, if you 
erer loft it, It is your word whieh misled us; therefore 
please to pardon your poor fools, for your own word's sake." 
Under these conTietions, Mrs. Seton applied without 
deky to be admitted Into the ''one fold under one shop- 
herd.'' For thb purpose, on tho 14th of Blaroh, Ash«Wed- 
nesday, she went to 8t Peter's Church, in a spirit of entire 
oo n se em tion of herself to God. '* How the heart," she 
says, "died away as it were in silenoe before the little 
tabemaele and the groat crucifixion oror it! Ah, my God, 
here lei me rest, and down the head on the bosom and the 
knees on tho bench. If I could haye thought of any thing 
but God, there was enough, I suppose, to hare astonished a 
stranger by the hunying over of the congregation; but as I 
eame only to Tisit his Majesty, I knew not what it meant 
tin afierward|— Hhat it was a day they roeeiyed ashes, the 
beginning of Lent; and tho droll but most yenerable Irish 
priesty who seems Just come there, talked of death so 
ftmillarly that he delighted and reyiyed me." After the 
serries^ Mn. Seton made a formal abjuration of IVotestani^ 
Ism, and profession of the Qttholic faith at the hands of 
lUr. Mattheil^ O'Brien, and in presence of Mr. Anthony 
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Filicchi, her dcyoted friend.* With the simplicity and 
humble submission of a true child of the Church, she ae- 
knowledged her belief in all its teachings, relying with con- 
fidence upon its authority as tho representative of Christ on 
earth; and her mind thus composed, she returned home, 
she says, "light at heart and cool of head, the first time 
these many long months, but not without begging our Lord 
to wrap my heart deep in that open side, so well described 
in the beautiful cruciflzbn, or lock it up in his little taber- 
nacle where I shall now rest foreyer. Oh the endearments 
of this day with the children, and the play of the heart with 
God while keeping up their little farces with them !" Her 
whole attention was now devoted to the rcriuisite preparation 
for tho reception of tho sacraments of penance and the 
holy Eucharist, which wore to be the seal of her peace and 
union with God; and we cannot better convey than in her 
own expressiye language an idea of the fervent disposi- 
tions of her soul in approaching these fountains of divine 
grace;— 

"So delighted now to prepare for this good confession, 
which, bad as I am, I would bo ready to make on the house- 
top, to insure the good almlnthn 1 hope foe after it, — and 
then to set out a new life— « new existence itsdf-Hio great 
diflieulty lor me to be ready for it, for truly my life has 
been well called oyer in bitterness of soul these months of 
sorrow passed. 

" It is done easy enough. The kindest, most respect- 
able confessor is this Mr. O'Brien, — with the compassion and 
yet firmness in this work of merey which I would have ex- 

O U Mttorj •r tkit i^Tl^l mcmIm, If n. 8«Im car* to Mr. Pitlcclil, 
nk) hU bote m luirsaratol In hm mm^nnlvm, a copy oTIIm •• F«ll««. 
lag of dwtot,** wllk tbii laMrlpllMi t— ««AalMil« FiHeelil, tnm %\» 4«it 
iUtar aa4 IHtud, Etlta A. 8aloa» U eowaiMioraia iU happy Oay %• 
VtwaaU4 Wr U Ihi Ckaitli of Gad, iU 14tli Martb, ISOir 
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I yaoled horn nj Lord himsolf. Our Lord hlmsolf I isw 
■kme In klm, both In hk and mj pnri of tlib Toncnble ■»- 
enmani; for oh 1 liow awful thooe worda of vnlooaing after 
a IhlKj joan' bondage. I foH aa if mj ehaina fdl, aa iboaa 
of Si. FMor, at Uks tonob of ihe dirine mcasongor. 

'< Mj Ood 1 what now acenca for mj Mml 1 Annvneia* 
tion-daj I ahall bo mado ono with him who aaid, ' Unleai 
jo« eat mj flosh and drink nij blood, joa ean hare no part 
with me.' I eoant the daya and honra — ^yet a few more of 

hope and czpcotation, and then . How bright the anni 

theae morning walka of preparation 1 Dcop anow, or amooth 
lee, all to me the same — ^I aoo nothing bat the little bright 
enw on St Peter'a stocple. 

''March 25. — At bat Qcd la mine, and I am hia. 
Now let all go ila round. I hare roceired him. The awful 
impnaalona of the evening beforo-^foara of not having done 
all to proparOi and jet even the tnnaporta of eonfidenee and 
hope in hia goodneai. Mj CMI to the laat breath of life 
win I not remember Ihia night of watching for morning 
dawn — the foarfol, boating heart, ao proaiing to be gone — 
the long walk to town, but every atop eounted nearer that 
atreei— then nearer that tabemaele — then nearer the mo- 
ment he would enter the poor, poor little dwelling ao all hb 
own. And when he did, the irat thought I remember waa, 
'Lot Ood ariae, let hia enemies be scattered ;' for It aeomed 
to me my King had come to take hia throne, and, instead of 
the humble, tender weloome I had expected to give him, it 
waa but a triumph of joy and gladneas that the deliverer 
waa eome, and my defenee, and shield, and atrengih,.and aal- 
vatkm, amde mina for thia world and the next. New, then, 
aS the exeeasea of my heart found their pUy, and it danecd 
with mora fervor— no, mnat not aay that—but perhapa al* 
■oal with aa much of the Royal Pn^het before hia ark | 
<br 1 waa tut rioher than he, and more honored than he ever 
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eovld be. Now the point b for the fhiita. So fiir, truly I 
Ibel all the powers of my aoul held feat by him who camo 
with ao mudi majeaty to take possession of his little poor 
kingdom." 

Sneh were the fervent sentiments that accompanied ^Irs. 
Selon to a participation of the broad of life. The mcrooiy 
of that day never passed from her mind; she commemorated 
It annually, sanetifying it by acto of gratitude to God, and 
appraaehing with renewed piety that aacnment of love in 
which she found a plegde of her eternal union with Ood. 



BOOK IV. 

Mrs 8«lMi*f approeUlioa •( Oalbolldty — Comnpoadonc* wilk Rcf. 
Mr. ClMrwvt— Otktr etergymoi— P»rtoc«llo» flw* lier Ikmilj— ll«r 
lenpona aflWIn— Mr. Fllleelira nbtUatiiil rri«mbhi|»— Ilor Mmt 
plarad at eollegv— Daily 4atlM^PI«tj tad fiUth— InftrwfitiMit af R«r. 
Mr. TlMWABtr-Mn. 8«toa nmItw lb« nenraMnt •T ooninMtlon^ 
Mcnrt. Fllieelil and TtfMrtai •mbark for Eatope— RoUiIIobs WtwMa 
Mr. niicolil aad Mrf. StCoo— Her deportmnii toward ProlMUaU— 
InlercovrM balwera li«r aad MIm Ctrilia BetoB— Coarmlon of tk« 
UiUot— n«r barirfa fhllk— IncfMftd oppotlUiMi to Mn. 8«l«iH-1ler m« 
frirada— EuMpto af iMr f ift«r.iii.la« and liarNir— Ini<r«eltoii af iMr 
cliUdrMi— (Ska mtl» Rar. Williaa Dabavrf — Naw plaaa— Caaf^ witk 
Blihop Carrall— Vlawf af Mann. MaUgaan aad Chararat— Ramark- 
•bla pfadkliaa af Ika fenaar— Natlae af Mr. Dabowf ^DiflailUM af 
Mn. flalaa'i paaHiaa la Naw Tavk— Ska caaMlto Bbkop Carrall— 
Mil adrtoa— Aaatkar lalfrriew witk Mr. Dakaarg — Ska ntalvaa to 
aamaiaaaa aa lartitatlaa la Daltliaan— Plaa af Mr. Dakaarg. 

Arm the long and dificult atruggle which ahe made to 
beoome a member o( the true Church, Mm. Scton could not 
Irat fee. It an extraordinary degree the worth of that hid- 
den tieaauit eC feith which had been rcrcakd to her. So 
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bigUjr did die priie it, aod to grateful t aotiflo did Ac eo- 
Icrtiiii of Ihc proeioof gifl^ Uui she poarod foiili tho most 
forroni (ImakiglTiBg to tbo FaUier of lighta, for the moreiei 
ho had Touehiftfod to her, and haatened, like the woman in 
the goppel who had foiwd the groat that waa leat, to ex- 
praaa her joy and happineaa, hj eoninittnicating the gbd 
tidingi to all her (Konda. The Rct. Mr. Cherenia rcceired 
the following letter fron her aoon after her eonrcriion :— 

'^Rkv. and dkab Bib: — 

" Mj Jeyfnl heart oibn yon the trilmte of ita lirelj 
gratitude for jonr kind and eharitahle interest in ita 
aorrowa when it waa oppreased with donhta and fean^ 
and haatona, after the eonpletion of ita happineaa, to in« 
form jo« thaty through the hoandk»i merej of Ood, and 
aided hy jonr aatiafaetorj eonnaob, mj soul haa offered all 
Ha heattationa and relnetanciea a aacrifioe, with the hkaacd 
eaerilee on the altar, on the 14th of Blareh, and the next 
day waa admitted to the tme Chvrch of Jcmia Chriati with 
a mind grateful and aatiaficd, aa that of a poor ahipwreeked 
mariner on heing restored to hia true home.* I should im- 
mediately hare made a eommunieation ao pleaaing to you, 
hni huTO hcen neceasarily reiy mueh engaged in eolleeting 
all the powoii of my aoul for rooeiTing the pledge of eternal 
happineaa with whieh it has hcen hkascd on the happy day 
of the Annunebtbn, when it aeemed indeed to he admitted 
to a new life and that peace whieh paaaea all understanding 
With BiTid, I now say, <Thott hast aared my aoul from 
death| my ejea from tearii and my feet from falling/ and 
eertainly deaire moat oamcatly to 'walk heforo hini in the 
land of the lirlng,' esteeming my pririlege so great, and what 

he haa done fof im ao beyond my meat lirely hopes, that I 

-—'--- - ■- - ^^ 

* Bj aJMltHon !• Ik« Itm Cll•r«l^ lira. 8«tMi proteMj mmma ikal 
Aa Vii tayllati ctndlUMMlljr m4 tpfrMelbtd lh« MCTMBMt •r fMi 
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eaB aeareely roaliao my own hlessedness. Yuu, dear sir, 
eouki aofer experienee, but nuy picture to yourwlf a poor 
burdened ereature, weighed down with sins and aorrowa, rO' 
eeiring an immediate tnnaition to life, liberty, and roat 
Oh, pray for me, that I may be faithful and ponoTere to 
Iho end; and I would beg of you adriee and eounacl how to 
preaenre my inestimable blessings. True, thero aro many 
good hooka, but direetiona peraonally addreasod from a ro> 
yerad aourco must forcibly imprcaa. For instance, many 
yean I hare preferred thoae chapten which you appoint in 
81. John; but, from your direction, make it a ruhs to read 
them constantly. The book you mentioned, 'The Follow- 
ing of Christy' haa been my consolation through the scTcrosI 
struggles of my life, and indeed one of my first conTietiona 
of the truth aroae from reflecting on the account a Protest- 
ant writer girea of Kempis, aa having been remarkable for 
hia atudy and knowledge of the Holy Scripturea and fcnrent 
veal in the aen-iee of Qod. I remember ftilling on my kneea, 
and with many tears inquired of God if he who knew hia 
Scripturea ao well, and ao ardently loTcd him, oonid have 
been mistaken in the true faith. Also, in reeding the life of 
St. Francis do Sales, I felt a perfect willingneas to folkm 
him, and could not but pray that my aoul might hare ita 
portion with hia on the groat day. The acrmona of Bour- 
daloue hare alao greatly helped to convince and enlighteB 
me. For many BWBtha paat, one of them ia alwaya included 
in my daily dcvotiona." 

The spiritual aid here solieitul from the Ker. Mr. Cho- 
Tcrua waa most cordially extended. The epiatohury corro- 
apondenee whieh had commenced between him and Mrs. 
SetoB waa eontinued to the eloae of her life, to the great 
aatiafaetloB and edi((eation of both. He entertained for her 
the Ughcat respect and esteem, and exprcaaod to her the 
hope thai their eorreapoodenee would be kept up,aa 1m 
II 
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Midmd it A happlnoii to bo ikTorod with hor kUm. Skortlj 
after ker admiiBioo into tlie Chureli, ko bodI her a pnjer- 
book, <'ai a amall token of kia friondskip and icapoct^'' add- 
ing:— >< WkenoTor joa think I can be of anj nae to joo, I 
beg^ doar madam, 70a will apply witkont any fear of doing 
it too often; I akall alwaya answer jonr eeteeroed letten witk 
pvnetaaliij, and in tke beat manner I am able." Mra. Seton 
bad tke adfantago of intereourw witk several otker distin- 
gvisked eteigymen of tkat day. Besides tke renenible Biskop 
CanoUi wkoae valved serrioes in ker bcknlf we hire already 
Botieedi ske beeame aeqnainted with the Rot. Dr. Matignon, 
pastor of the Catholio Chnreh at Boston, who, like Mr. Che- 
▼ems, bad keen driven from Franoe by tke terrors of tke ro- 
▼ohitioni and, liko kim, kad won tke respect of tke wkolo 
popttbtioB of Boston.**' A gonthmian writing to Mrs 
Seton ftom tkis pkee remarked to ker, in allusion to tkesc 
worthy eoelesiasttes : — " Their appearance, tkcir deportment, 
tkeir kaming, aro acknowledged almost with enthnsiasm 
by most of the ProtesUnts themselves." The Rev. Michael 
Hvrky, an Angnstinian friar, then ktcly arrived from 
Europe, and afterward pastor of St. Augustine's in Phihi- 
delphia, waa ah» a particular friend of Mrs. Seton, and, as 
wo shall see hereafter, took an active pari in her spit itoal 
ooneems. But Mr. Cheverus roeommcndod to her parti* 
cular regard, aa a director on special occasions, the Rev. Mr. 
Tiaiennt, a IVoneh ecclesiastic, who was on a visit to Amo- 
rica, and resided principally at Elisabcihtown, New Jersey; 
**% most amiabhs and rospcctable man," as BIr. Gheveras 
styhMl him, and equally conspicuous for his learning and 
piety. It was a particukr blessing of Qod upon Mra. Seton 
thai aka was surrounded at tkis time by so many shining 
raemben of the priesthood; for the difieulties of her posl« 
tkm, in eon^o((uence of the change in her religious sentl* 
ments and practice, called for the exercise of great fortitude^ 



whick found a powerftil support in the sympathy and coun- 
sels of ker enlightened friends. 

The most painful circumstance that she had to contend 
with was iho opposition and indifference of many with whom 
she had ever been united by the most inlimate iicn. Nut rc- 
iecting that her earnest inquiry after tlie true faith, and the 
disposition to make evoiy sacrifice for the peace and miration 
of heraoul, should have entitled her to increased respect and 
admiration, iheso false friends suffered theniFclvcs to be 
misled by a bigoted and unchristian spirit She had folluwctl 
the dictates of her conscience and beconie a Catholic; tliiM 
was enough to excite against her the most unkind foclingn, 
even among those who professed to believe that every one 
ahould judge for himself on the subject of religion. Such 
has always been the extraordinary inconsifiteney of sectarian- 
ism; but at the period of Bin. Seton*a convenion the spirit 
of hostility to the Catholie Church was more deeply rooted 
in the public mind than at the present day. .The time had 
just passed away when the true fiiith was proscribed in 
New York, and, altkougk tke aevere penalties wkick kad 
been enfbtced against tke exerciae of the Catholic religion 
wore now akolisked, tke Protestant exclusivcnees of the anle- 
revdutiOBary period waa far from having disappeared, and 
the Catholic portion of the community being comparatively 
imall, and possessing no socbl or political influence, it waa 
eonaidered by the ariatocracy of the city a sort of degrada- 
tion to leave tke nnka.of Protestantlam for the oommunion 
of the true Chureh. To a woman of Blrs. Seton's ddieato 
sensibility, the aversion and estrangement of many who had 
bean warmly attached to her must have been in the kigkest 
degree painfuL Some, indeed, of ker former friends re- 
mained UBalterod in tkeir attackment, but few bad the 
eourage to appear so openly. 

Tkis state of Ihingi could not but operaio maierlally againil 
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im lonponl pnnpeds. Th« deeHiie of her InMbaad'i 
•fidn^ Mifod bj vntoward drenmiUiieei whieh btTO bees 
nhtnd, lo^ bad left ber wiib<mi a sttfieieBt BMinleiiiiiee 
lor ber fiunilj. If ebe bad remaiDod a Fketoitaiity bow* 
erer, abe muM bate roooiTod ererj aaaistatioey and would 
bare inberited a large forUuie; aa ii waa, abe waa obliged 
to depend vpon ber own ezortiooai ezeepi ao far aa die 
waa aided by tbe nraniioeni friendabip of Mr. FiKeebl 
and a few oCbere wbo were intoreaiod in ber wclfiire. Had 
eitevmataneoa required ity or eren bad Mn. Seton aoqaieaocd 
In tbe pbtti bo woald bavo prorided a comfortable borne for 
beraolf and ber fiunilj in Italj; and bo aieared ber ro- 
peatadlj tbat eren in tbia oonntiy bia mcana would be libo- 
rallj adraneed for tbe promotion of ber bappincaa, if they 
wbo ahonld be ber firat reaonrce in the order of nature ncg- 
leeled to anpplj ber wanta. Ilia agenta in New York were 
eonatantlj diroeted to honor any demanda that abe wovM 
Bake npott tbeoi, while abe berKlf waa urged bj him on 
Taikwa oeeaaiona, and in tbe moat prcaaing manner, to accept 
bia friendly ofera. He bopcdi by earrying ber through the 
tronblea of tbia woildi to attain to the bappineaa of the worki 
to eome. ** To reliere her wanta," be aaid, « waa tbe pride 
of bia aottli and bia beat paaaport for bia bat Journey." Dul 
Mn. 8eton*a energy of eharaeter and q[>irit of humility did 
not permit ber to rely entirely upon the genoroaity of othera 
8be wiAed to etert beraelfi in aeoordanco with tbe eireum- 
ataneoa of ber aitnationi for tbe aupport of ber fiimily; and 
with tbia Yiew abe adopted a pbw auggcated by one of ber 
IHenda, to open a beeiding-bouao for a limited number of 
boya who attended an academy in the northern anburba cf 
tbe eity. By ber attentiena to the youtha thua eonflded to 
ber earo abe was enabled in pari to aecnre a comfortable 
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diewed a deep and eAcient intercai for the education of her 
children. During a Tiiiit to Canadai in the trammer of 1805. 
be made the noceaaaiy inquirica rekitive to the colbgiaie 
eatablinhmcnt at Montreal, intending to plnec her two boya 
in th.*»t inatitotion. one of whom waa now aeren and the 
other nine years of age. The buiMingp, however, baring 
been damaged by fire, were not prepared fur the reception 
o( atudents from abroad. Thia circumi>tanee directed bia at- 
tentkw to the colfegoa at lloltimore and Georgetown, in the 
United Statea; and after mature reflection they were entered 
at tbe hitter caUbliabment in May, 180G.<'> 

Howerer repugnant to natural pride may hare been the ' 
prcoent condition of Mn. Soton, eompared with the afllnenee 
and independence of former ycara, abe found in it an occasion 
of joy and thankfulncaa, becauae she had the eonaobtion to 
know tbat ber aacrificea and tronblea had proceeded from her 
reaobtion to do the will of God. In her religion ahe poo- 
aeaaed a treaanre which amply compenmtcd ber for the loaa 
of earthly things. Every day increaacd her gratitude to God 
for having made her what ahe waa, and her gencnma forti- 
tude waa a proof of the high value which she set upon the 
Inestimable bksasing. With these aentintenta she went 
through ber daily round of duty, commencing it with prayer 
and attendance at the holy aacriflce of mass, and frequently 
approaching the holy oommunion, the great aouree of ber 
aptritnal energy and comfort She would then occupy her- 
aelf with her domeatle eoncems, and, after the little fiitiguea 
and bbon of tbe day, assemble her chiklren and enicrtatn 
them at the pbno, while they united their innocent voieoa 
with ben in aome pioua anthem. Such waa tho courae which 
abe pursued, with an bumbb anbmiasion to tho will of Qod 
In the midat of her triab, and free from all pride thai would 
have murmured agatnni Che dinpenaaiKma eC Heaven. TW© 
foHowittg incident will i*iow VVie CHtwiVan UsmpcfMneid of 
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lMrs)il, in rogard to lier temporal liiiuiion. An ddorly 
geDtleman, a fdatire, knowing thai for the support of hor 
familjr sbo was dependoni on her exertional would freqnentlj 
take a haslcet, go himaolf to the market, pnrehaae the joint 
ef meat whieh he knew site liked, (for he liad in more proa- 
penma daja keen a gneat at her tahle,) add to it aomo other 
Ktlle attiele, and earry it himself to her hnmhle dwelling, 
fearfnl of Introating ao delicate a eommission to a acnrant. 
In speaking of this eireumstanee to a friend, in after jcara, 
she nmnifested a lively seme of the kindnem that had been 
diown to her. 

With thb patient submission to the ordering^ of. the di- 
vine will, Mrs. Seton united an extraordinary fervor in the 
perfonumee of her religious duties, and a lively q[>irit of 
fidth in all her actions. She looked upon the privilege of 
receiving the holy eommunion aa the greatest happiness on 
earth, and aa a remedy for every evil. The following words in 
a letter to one of her rektions, whom she urges to sigh after 
the possession of the true fiiith, show the sentiments that 
animated her in receiving the bread of life: — "Be^ him, 
supplieate him, on Sunday, that he will permit you to re- 
eeive with true fiiith the sweet substance in8t<»d of the 
shadow. Oh heavenly bliss I delight past all exprosiioni 
how consoling, how sweet, the presence of Jesus to the long- 
ing, harassed soul I It is instant peace, and balm to every 
woiUid.'' So intenaoly did she feel the happiness of possess- 
ing our Lord really present on the sltar, that she wondered 
■raeh more at the insensibility of the Christian who stands 
at a diatance tnm this heavenly treasure or is not wholly 
spiritualised by its divine communications, than at the 
mystery itself whieh the oueharistio institution presents to 
o«r belief. ''There is a mystery," she says, <' the greatest 
of all mysteries, not that my adored Lord is in the blessed 
SBCiMnent ef the aUar,— hb word has said it; 'and what so 



•:/ 



Mlt. B. A. IITOII. 



168 



I 



iple as to take that word which is truth itself f— but that 
souls of his own creation, whom he gave his life to save, who 
aro endowed with his choicest gifts in all things else, should 
remain blind, insensible, end deprived of that light without 
whieh every other blessing is unavailing, and that the un. 
grateful, stupid, faithless being to whom he has ^ven the 
free, the bounteous, heavenly gift shall spproach his true 
ai|d holy sanctuary, taste the sweetness of his presence, 
feed on the bread of angels, the Lord of Qk>fy united to the 
veiy essence of its being and bocome a part of itnolf, yet still 
remain grovelling in the earth, — is, my poor, poor soul, is 
what we too well experience, while lost in wonder of his for* 
bearing mercy, and still more wondering at our own misery 
in the very centre of blessedness. Jesus then is there : we 
can go, rocoivo him ; ho is our own. Were we to pause end 
think of this through eternity, yet we can only realise it by 
his conviction. That he is there— oh heavenly theme !— is as 
entirely true aa that bread naturally taken removes my hunger, 
so this bread of angela removes my pain, my cares; wannn, 
cheen, soothes, contents, and renews myivhole being. Merci- 
ful God, and I do possess you I kindest, tcnderest, dearest 
friend, every aflcetion of my nature absorbed in you, still is 
active, nay, perfected in its operations through your refining 
love. Hush, my soul, we cannot speak it Tongues of sngels 
oould not express our treasure of peace and contentment in 
him. Let us always whisper his name of love aa an antidote 
to all the discord that surrounds us. We cannot say the 
rest; the harmony of heaven begins to us, while, silent from 
all the worid, wo again and again repeat, Jesus, Jesus, 
Jesus. And how many say the adored name, looking beyond 
him, while kwking for hini--deny him on his alUrl Who, 
then, is the author 6f the religion I adore? If man, then, 
wiser in his inventiona than eternal Wiadomf Did he eon* 
trive a method to relievo the wretched, to support the feebloi 
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I to leoall tho tUnner and Mcure tho ineonstaot 7 Whiek of wt, 
jbftTing onoo taalod how swoct Uio Lord ii on his holy altar 
j tad in hlfl into mnoUkwy, who finding at that altar hit< nourish- 
nonlof sotil and strength to labori his propitintion, t1ianks« 
giYing, hopoy and ro(iigO| can thinlc but with somiw and 
anguish of heart of tho nakcd| unsnlwtantialy eomfortloss 
worship thoy partoko of who know not tho troasuro of our 
faith? Theirs founded on words of whieh they take tho 
shadow, while we enjoy the adored substanee in the eentro 
i of our souls I Theirs void, eheerless, in oomparison of tho 
/ bliss of our daily offering, where Jesus pleads for us! Oh, 
ny soul, when our eorrUpted nature oYorpowcra, when we 
are aiek of ourseWeSi weakened on all sides, diseouragcd 
with ropoatad rolapsesi wearied with sin and sorrow, we 
I gently, sweetly lay the whole aceount at his feet; reoonoiled 
and oneouraged by his appointed reprosentatife, yet trom* 
bling, and eonseious of our imperfeet dispositions, we draw 
near the saered fountain. Seareely the eipandod heart ro- 
eeires ito longing desire, when, wrapt in his love, ooYored 
with his righteousness, we are no longer the same — adoration, 
thanksgiving, love,* joy, pcaee, eontentmcnt. Unutterable 
merey I take this from me; though now the happiest of poor 
and banhdied sinners, tho most wretehed, desolate. What 
would be my refuge? Jesus is eveiy where, in the very air 
I breathe; yes, everywhere, but in his norament of the altar 
as present aetually and really as my soul within my body; 
In hb saerifiee daily offered as really as onee offered on the 
rass. Blereiful Saviour I ean there be any oomparison to 
this blessedness? Adored L^, inercase my faith, perfeet 
ll, erowa ity thy own, thy elotccet, dearest gift. Uaviag 
drawn mo from tho pit, and borne mo to thy fold, keep 
me in thy sweet pastures and lead me to eternal life." 

Tho folloWiog language expresses the comfoii whieh she 
experienoed in approaehing the tribunal of penanee, whieb 
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had the efleei of invigorating her soul against the assaulta 
of her spiritual enemies : — 

''Al the tribunal of roeoneiliation I received strength 
Fbther Sibourd assured tho feeble soul, and warned It of the 
troaehenras fiend who would tempt the little child from the 
arms of ita mother. Bear, dear adored llcdccmer, as the 
•offering, disobedient, and ungrateful child, but wrotched 
and lest without your reviving and pitying tenderness and 
pardon, I have kin and still remain at your sacred feet 
The abundance of toan there shed will, mixed with your 
precious blood, feed and nourish tho soul that fainta and 
panta for deliveranoe from ita chains, and hopes in your 
uieroj alone." 

In order to impress more vividly and endunngly upon 
her mind tho good thoughta and resolutions which the grace 
of God had inspired, Mra. Seton was in tho habit of eoramii. 
ting them to paper,— a pnetico which is often witnessed 
among pious persons, and found to be a groat help in the 
•erviee of Ood. Her religious inclinations had led her to 
this enstom horn early life, and, now that she enjoyed bless- 
ings so ht surpassing those of former days, she did not 
abandon one of the most effectual means of treasuring them 
up in her memory and affections. From the scraps which 
she has left us, and of which wo have already furnished a 
few specimens, it is pbin that the sanctifieation of her soul 
was with her tho <^ono thing necessary," the object of her 
deep and constant solieitnde. To promote this she entered 
profoundly into the semtiny of her sentimenta and actions, 
prayed often, and meditated upon the truths of faith. She 
thus brings before her view the weakness and fklterings of 
human nature in the hour of difliculty, and the neeesniy of 
being always sustained by difine graee. 

'' SepL 20, /VmI of St. Miekad^ itrrJUra^f/.-'Tbe sigh 
of the wretehed bails you, glorious friend I My soul ckima 
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jour paftronago bj iU fervoni affcciioo and oonfidonoe is 
joor prolooiimi agninsi iU onomj. How bo trinmpba in 
ibal poor wmll Poor, px>r aovll in ibo bour of peace and 
aeraniij bow oonftdontlj jou omertod jonr fidelity, bow rin. 
aeroly embraced pain and iroffbring in anticipaiioni and now 
Ibal only one iin{$or of bis band, wboM wbole weigbt jou 
deaerred, !a bid on yon, roeolloction is biel, nature simgglca, 
yott link, sorrow ovcrpowors, and pain takes you captive. 
Ob, ny loul, wbo sball doUverr My Jesus, arise, and 
lot tby enemies be scattered. Sbelter my sinking spirit 
under bis banner who continually exclaims, 'Wbo is like 

Oodf" 

On tbe feast of St. Tbcrcsa, October 15, considering 
bor imperfection by tbe light sbed from tbe example of 
ibai groat saint, sbe poun forth bor soul to God with equal 
oamestaess and humility, and animates herself to further 
and noro strenuous efforts in his senrioe. " Holy Mother I 
you eallod yourself a sinner, tbe worst of sinners. What 
tbon am I f The sins of your whole life would be baknced 
by tbe turn of any one of my days. My Almighty (hd 1 
what then am 17 And if in the short and feeble sight 
of ■Mirtality so deeply dyed, what then in tbe searching 
ligjbt of tby truth and Justioe? My Sariour, my Jesus, 
bido mO| sbeltor mt. Shelter the shuddering, trembling 
ioul thai lays iteolf in tby band. Tes, again I begin*^ 
Mlbing ia doM. Ob, giro mo that clean heart— giTO 
mo tby Spirit Ob Ood, bow shoti may be my time I 
Help mo, draw me on. llow much of my day is past 1 
kuow not. Sayo me ; let not tbe nigjbt orortake. Blessed 
mduta of Ood, pray for tbe wandering, weary soul wbo baa 
flayed so hx behind. Xcu bavo reached the summit, piiy 

Nothing can ezooed the Tlyid portraiture which Mn. 
8al0B draws of bor own heart, and of the strong omotioBa 



rising wilLin her ia the moment of devout rceolkction and 
prayer. Her morning visit to the church in opiwsitioo 
to the sluggishness of nature, tbe eonsobtions she enjoyed 
In the prcsoneo of (}od, the unreserved offering of herself 
to him on tbe altar of charity, bor only desire to love bimp 
and this at tbe risk of every Uiing on earth, — all is depicted 
to us with a power of language and a force of description 
that shows how deeply she was affected by these eentimenti 
of faith. 

"FtaU o/ Si. 17ioma$ of ViUanota, SrpUmber 18.* 
Remember this day — ^tho bead eleaving to the pillow, the 
slothful heart asleep — how unwilling you were roused to go 
to your Lord, who has so often overflowed the eup of bless- 
ing at the veiy BMment of insensibility and ingratitude. 
So this day, when bo was approached more as a sbvc goes 
to regular duty than the perishing wretoh to its deliverer, 
how sweet, bow merciful was the reception be gave ! bow 
bountiful, how abundant tby portion ! What a reproof to 
the soul that loves thee, adored Master I and bow merci- 
fully, too, it was awakened to receive it 1 What was its 
reply? It can only be understood by the unuttorablo love 
and intolligence of a spirit to its Creator, lledeemcr, God. 
But it must remember the ardor with which the offering 
was rotiewed of o^, a/^ for the attainment of thy deai 
love. Imagining the eorruptad heart in thy band, it 
begged tboo with all its strength to cut, pare, and remove 
from it (whatoTor anguidi it must undergo) whatever pro* 
vented tbe ontraneo of thy love. Again it repeats the 
supplieatioB^ and begs it as tby greatest merey, cut to tha 
centre^ tear up oveiy root, let it bleed, let it suffer any 
thing, every thing, only fit it for thyself, place only tby 
leva there, and lot humility keep sentinel, and what shall I 
fear? What ia pain, sorrow, poverty, reproach? Bkssod 
Lord' they all were once tby inmatrt, tby rbosen com* 
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ytakmii aad €M I rojoei Uiem as enenieii tad ij htm Uit 
llriMda joo soiid to bring me to yirar kingdom f Lordi I 
•m dwi; in fwootMii, pitjing morej soonrgo me, oompel 
mj eowaid, feeble epirit; ill it with tbei fire wbieb eon- 
nmed tbe Memed mini this daj eommemonled, when be 
cried oni deeburing tbet all tormenta and fiiiignea abonld 
Jojftdlj be borne to obtain it Unite mj nnwortbj aonl to 
bia eameal enirealj: — '0, omnipotent Jeaoa! giro me 
wbat tb jaelf commandoai ; tot ibongb to lore iheo be of all 
tbinga meal aweei| jet it ia above tbe roaeb and etrengtb 
of nature. Bat I am inozensable if I do not lore tbeOi for 
tbon grantoat tbj hy?e to all wbe deairo or aak it I cannot 
aoe witbout ligbty jet if I abnt mj eyoa to tbe noondaj 
ligbt tbe fiinlt ia not in the ann, but in me.' " 

Thb fere of Ood wbieb abe ao ardently inTokod into 
ber ioal waa tbo principle of all her actions; for it led 
her to nnite them eontinnallj with tboee of Joana Gbriaty 
and eron to preaorre aa mveb aa possible the thonght of 
Ood in tbe midst of ber temporal aibirs. On one oecaaion 
In partievkry when abe waa itrj mveb baiassed bj the fre> 
qnent calla vpon her attention, ber apirit aeemed to be nn« 
fettered bj ooiward cares, and flew almost CTcry BMment 
to the engrossing object of her aflTectiona. Speaking of 
thia eircttawtancei she obserTed, " Who can bind the aonl 
wbieb Ood aotaftoef Itaprangtobim flfij timea an bonr. 
Seareelj a moment withovt being tamed to him, while the 
voice and ejea were anawering down below, awcetl aweet 1" 
Bplritoa! writers teach va that there are two principal 
metboda of walking in the proaence of Ood: either bj 
oeeaaional direction of one's thongjbta and aspirationa to 
tbe Afanigbtyy or bj entering into the apirit of oar great 
Ifodeli and abiving to eopj in oar varioaa aotiona the 
example which be baa di^kiTod. Mrs. Soton practiaod 
tbia excellent means of sanctiflcatlon in both wajs^ and| 
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while die thoa proved the ardor and sinceritj of her lOve 
for Ood, she enjoyed that blessed peace which it alwajs 
imparts to the aonl. Eron in the midst of scenes that 
were calenkted to depress the mind and fill the heart with 
aorrow, abe foand a aoaroe of interior joy in ondcaroring 
to imitate the apirit of self-denial which oar divine Sarioar 
exhibited in bia snfforings. Alluding to the sickncm which 
aillicted aome of her femily, she says : — " Our little hos- 
pital ia cheerful this morning after a sad night Gkdly 
aceompanied our Adored in spirit through tlie streets of 
Jernmlem all night When the heart ia all bia, bow easy 
is pain and aorrow, or, rather, pain and aorrow become purcvt 
joy. The band tromblea, aa you may see, but the soul is 
all peace." 

That peace which ia the portion of the chosen scrvanta 
of Ood ia seldom unmixed with interior struggles. The 
joy of the Holy Gheat aupposcs trials which src diupcnffcd 
to all ; and it ia the reward of those who Icnm from the 
sublime teachings of the gospel and the exercise of pra^-er 
how to poescM their souls in patience. For this reason 
Mrs. Seton waa led, by those who had the direction of her 
conscience, to seek in prayer and in the counsels of her 
spiritual advisers tbe strength and light which abe needed 
for preserving the tranquillity of her soul. •* I hope," Mr. 
Cheverus wrote to her, "you continue to enjoy that happy 
peace which surpassctb all undentanding. Should it, how- 
ever, be diaturbod by doubts, anxieties, &c., do not get dis- 
couraged. In the midst of the storm, and when Jesus 
seems to be aafeep, call upon him with earnestness; ho will 
Arise, and every thing will be calm within you." During 
tbe first year after ber eonveraion she corresponded fre- 
quently with the Rev. Mr. Tisserant, already mentioned, 
who, residing not fer from New York, was more easily 
aeocasiblo aa ber eounaelkir in the time of diflicttlty. Tbe 
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iBftrvelloiii wliieli lie gftT« bor won a mmreo of groat oom- 
Mi in W tfjittg litwitkHii and maj bo read with advan- 
ttge bj Ofory piova CbriatiaD. Having remorod to bor 
aiator'a leaidoBoe ob States Idand daring tbe fall of 1S05, 
wbon tbo ycltow feror waa prorailing in Now Yoriri sbo 
waa nraob porploxod in mind, and, among other tbingii in 
not being able to perform the religiona dntiea to wbieh fho 
bad been aoevstomed. While she waa suffering theae in- 
terior tnmbleai Mr. Tisserant eonToyed to her the following 
ixeellont advice : — 

''Ton are, no dovbt, well eonvinced, madam, that I feel 
a moat livelj interoet in all the emel tnmblce, afflietiona, and 
agitetlona whieh jon bare exporieneod, and the eonfldenee 
whieb jott have b mo rendeia it unneecflmry to give jou anj 
fbrther aflraraneca of what I ta j. Would that I bad tbe 
power to pat an end to all thoeo diflicaltiee I I iboald be 
bappj eren in being able to alleTiate joar eafferingfi; and, 
aa joa are of opinion that mj adrioe will have this effeet, I 
have not the aligbtcst hesitation in giving it; and in doing 
80 1 aHow the woll-foanded diiSdcnce which I have in mj- 
sdf to be ov e reomo bj a desire to conform to joar wishes. 
I think that in retiring to jonr sister's boose yoa have acted 
fbr tbe bcsti and in remaining there yoa will do tbe will of 
Qod f^ the present We should judge of bis will in regard 
to our aitoation in this world from the nature of cireum- 
staneesi when these present nothing ineompatible with our 
dtttleSi and particularly when to act otherwise would pkee 
OB in aa extraordinary position. But circumstancoa aeem to 
luiTO eombined in directing you to your present sltaatioB in 
the booae of a eberished jister. The ties of consanguinity 
and fHendship, with the dictates of charity, superadded to 
tbo other eonaiderations which led you thither, give them a 
deeiaivo welghti and by pursuing a different course yoa 
WaM have phced youradf In a state which could hava 
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been jostilicd only by the supposition that the demands of 
religious duty required it. This, however, is not the case. 
Yuu can perform your religious duties in your present situs* 
tion. If yoa draw the distinction between the requiroments 
of duty and thoae practices whieb are suggested only by the 
^tit of devotion, a groat denire of perfection or of scnsilile 
eouaohitions, yoa will perceive that you can, strictly speak- 
ing, disehargo your obligations where you arc. Confession 
snd oommunion are of precept only once a year. Yoa can 
abaent yourself from maas, wbon there is a grave reason fbr 
so doing and if to assist st it would be sttendod with a 
serious ineonvenienoe, aa may bo your case. You need have 
no scruple of eonscienee in your ease, in requesting your pastor 
to dispense you from the precept of abstinence on Fridays ami 
Sataidays, and I have no doubt that it will be granted, ke,- 
As to what ia not obligatory, there are circumstances in which 
we are not only permitted, but even bound, to lay it aside, 
for reasons less argent than those which you may have. I 
am &r from signifying to you that you ought to relinquish 
all practices of piety that are not strictly obligatoiy. Such 
a auggestion as this would be a pang to your heart ; it would 
only add to the severe triab which it already suffers. Tbo 
love whieh you have for your divino Saviour will lead yoa 
frequently to seise a propitious moment for enjoying tha 
eonsoktiona imparted by your pioua observances. But, in 
tTMing the line of distinction between duty and that which 
ia not so, I wish simply to prevent you from being distuibod 
by scraples, snd to regulate that ardent seal for all that re* 
fa^ to the glory of God and the salvation of soub which I 
have witnessed with so much pleasure in your words and 
letiona, and which, if not restrained, might become too partial 
to your inclinations, would cause you to neglect more than ir 
advisable your personal comfort, and, what ia more, wookl 
exhibit our holy religion, among persons who do not profess 
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% mon iniMiUe Ihao it radlj is on these poioto whieh era 
WMtteie of Mipefferogitioii, or, ai noity reqaiicmeBto of Uie 
eedeeiastioel hm, from which e dtsponntioo ean he obCaiBod 
for gimto and eniBctoiit ranons. In diort, macUm, I think 
that in jonr aitnationi aAcr oompljing with jonr atrieter 
dntiea^ jon maj obtain a dispensation from those procepCs of 
the Chnreh which wonM phce jon nndcr a acrioos restraint, 
and that jon ought to omit thoae practices of piety which 
tnhjeet yon to the inconvenicnees yon hare mentioned. 1 
know how vehwtantly this eonne will be pnrracd by a soni 
whose defight is to remain at the foot of the alUr and there 
meditate en the tender knre of her divine Spouse. I jilao 
eenaider thia modilloation of yonr rule which yon are com- 
pelled to adept as a new trial whieh the Almighty aends 
• yon, and one different from thoae to which yon have been 
aeenstomed* Yon are called npon to sacrifice to him even 
the sweet eemferts of roKgion/and no donbt yon will pMs 
throngh this trial with the same snecess whieh has attended 
yon in otheis. The dispositions of yonr sonI, which yen 
ham deaeribed to me in so affecting a manner, leave no 
donbt in my mind on that aeoro. With snch dispositions 
yon win dnw npon yonrwlf the grace of Qod, and this will 
enable yon to aeeemplish all things. The meditation of the 
Holy Seriptnrs will suggest to yon many motives of encon- 
lagSBMnty and aiofd yon much eonsobtion. I have met with 
aevend paasagea in saying my office. Tobias in his affliction 
aaid to God, a am in tronblo, Lonl, but I know that 
after a atorm thou bringest a calm, after tears and aorrow a 
ttanspoftof Joy: but, God of Israel, may thy holy name 
be Messed at all times and under all citeumstances 1' And 
Job eIohdma^-^The Lord hath tried me as gold in the 
firot ay feel have followed in hia paths: I have walked 
fldthfUly in thnitay which he made known to me: I have 
Ml deviated ftnm K.' Galm yonr diacfuietude, also, in infer 
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anee to yonr dear and amiabfo children. You are much con- 
eemed about yonr two boys; but I am perraadcd that yonr 
gentle and affeetionate treatment will give you the victory 
over their hearto, and will enable yon to avert hereafter the 
difficnltiea which your actual situation leads you to appre- 
hend." 

At the opening of the holy aeason of Lent, in the year 1800, 
Mn. Seton waa prevented by aomo grave reason from assist- 
ing at the aolomn ceremonial of the Church; but, although 
debarred this satislaetion, ahe endeavored to compensate for 
its loss by the fervor of her private devotions, and applied 
herself with earnestness to Uie duties and practices which 
are pieserihed at thia penitential time. On this occasion Mr. 
Tisserant wrote to her, moderating her teal, and directing 
her in the safe-keeping of that happy peace which Almighty 
Qod imparted to her aoul : — 

**Mardk 9, 1800.— You tell me that yon were prevented 
from going to church on Aah-Wcdncsday. The ecrcmon ics of 
that day are well calcuhited to produce solemn iiiiprcmi«»iis. 
If I did not know how deeply con\inecd you are of tlie 
nothingneas of thia world and of the necessity of penance, I 
would regret the more that you had been prevented from 
awisting at the distribution of the ashes, ke. I am edified, 
however, by the manner in which you passed that day in the 
nudat of yonr little pariah. Your Lent haa commenced with 
a saerifiee and with the mortification of the will, and with good 
resolutions, which I hope God will bless; strengthen them by 
the pnetiee of what the Church enjoina at this holy time. But 
dc not ezsggerate thinga. Remember what you have to do 
aa a nrnther and in the employment which yon have under* 
iaken. All thia is trying, and doea not permit yon to do 
what perhapa I would adviac if you were in a cloister. If 
you ahonld have a real donbt on any subject, consult your 
dtrsOor. • . .Yon did well to rqjeet the thoughta that tended 
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lodkCmb Um poMO of mind wbicli 7011 enjojod at the bogia 
siag of LoBt. Tho recollection of oar post faiiHfl oagbt not 
to begot diaqnietode. A mental calm tbat springi from a 
prineiple of pride or presumption, or kada to tlie neglect of 
d«ty, ia indeed to be feared; bnt jovn, accompanied as it 
is with a aense of jonr former aina, and with a constant dis> 
peaitioB to do all jov can in futnro for the 1o?e of onr divine 
Maater, and partienlarlj to perform the works of penanee 
.pfeaeribed at thia holj time, is, in mj opinion, the result of 
that ilial oonfideneo which the infinite goodness and power 
of our Heafenly Father ought to inspire, and b one of the 
meat procioaa gifta that ho bestows. It is a dntj onour 
part to eheriah it while it is granted. Kndeavor, therefore, 
bj b^ng ikithfttl to jour resolutions, to discard whatever 
miglK deprive jou of it If it please God to withdraw it from 
time to time, atrire to render jonrself worthy of it again, b> 
bearing the trial with eonrage and redoubling jour fervor. 
It will give me pleasure to hsam that you are aecustoming 
jovrsclf to ban»h these vague anxictiea which sometimes 
hannt jo«r mind. . . . The habit of dismissing them will 
give jo« more control over your imagination, and will oon- 
tribute to your perfection aa well aa to your happineas.'' 

During the course of the Lent, Mn. Seton suiferod much 
from aiekneaa; and, notwithatanding her entire resignation 
to the win of Ood, her indiapoeition produced a depreasioa 
of adnd that tended to diatuih the peace of her aoul. Mr. 
TisBeranti while he encouraged her in recalling with Ghria- 
tian aentiflMnta the thought of death, cautioned her againal 
raleetiena tet would lead her to apprehend the eonae* 
cpMneea of her nudady :— 

"ifardt 16| 1800.— Your kat letter greatly afflieta me, 
aa I lean from it that you have been aerioualy indiapoaed, 
and that jowr alekneas haa left On your mind a deep im- 
pvoarioil rektiTo to ita immediate or ultimate eonaequeneea 
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A Chriathin ahould oftentimes, even in the enjoyment of 
health, eontemplite his brt end, snd that dissolution which 
will terminate the present life. He should fancy to him- 
self that thia event may take plaee at any moment, and at 
the foot of the crucifix offer to God the sacrifice of the 
dearest eonaiderations that bind him to this worid, and by 
theae preparatory means render more easy that final sacrifice 
which b inevitable. Bodily suffering b an admonition to 
the Ghriatian to indulge in theae aentimenta, and tho piinia 
aoul b careful not to neglect ao ealutary a practice. I have 
been much edified by the manner in which you have per- 
formed thb duty, and I thank God for having given you 
that peaceful resignation which looks more to the decrees 
of his holy will than to tho momentary anggestions of na- 
ture, and for having bleased you with so perfect a relbnco 
upon hb providenUal care in rchtion to your spiritual in- 
teroats and whatever b meat dear to you. Nay you always 
remain in theae happy dispoaitiona !" 

Her aiekneas atill continuing toward the end of licnt, 
Mr. Tisserant warned her against ther indiscreet susterity 
Into which she might have been led, directing her to post- 
pone to aome other period what was then beyond her phy- 
aieal atrongth, and suggesting the following sentiments for 
the exercise of her piety on the Friday of Huly Week :— 
''Cast yourKlf in the arma of an expiring Saviour; give 
yourMlf to him, and dwell upon the eonfidenee and eonsob- 
tlon which thia great mystery ahould inspire. You have 
told me that the heart of Jesos was your refuge : let it be 
ao always; retired within that asylum, what have you to 
fear, and what ean appear to you burdenaome or painful F" 

For a clergyman whose enlightened eounael was a aource 
cf 80 much eooaolation to her, Mrs. Seton could not but en- 
tertain the moat profound regard ; and hence, upon the ap- 
proach of the solemn occasion when she was to receive the 
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iMt of ooofimuiiian it the htadi of BWm^ CwioU, 

thd toYllod Mr. Ti«cmni to wt m her uponsor, and to pio- 
•Mt W to tlM Clwreli of Ood M • candidito for the gtfti 
of the Holj Ohort. Ilcr letter, howorcr, did not rMch him 
is time, and ho wroto to her, lamenting the dinppoiniment, 
■dl eoogninhiting her «pon the signal Ueasings sho had 
loeeiTod >^*l iuhwli to the diMppointmont, and the more 
raadilj, m the ehoico whieh Jim hare made of me, to wit^ 
nem year happinem and to be the jaroiy of yonr holy r«ol«- 
Ikwi, k io iatlcring and agroeaUe to me, thai I mnai eoa- 
iider mjaelf mnworthy of the aatiafaoiton it would hare im- 
parted. If I WM deprived of ao groai a pleasaro, y9« "t 
loMi hare leeeired thoio preeioas gnecs which will eoninn 
jonr fiuih, animate yonr eoorage for the martyrdom to 
whieh ye* hare expoeed yoanelf, and render fniiifttl the 
apeitleihip whieh ia the leeuli of yonr oonTetalon and 
example. With these gnecs yo« have also receiTod the 
Spirit of eoQSobtion, who, I imsl, wiU make yon more and 
meie sonsihle of his dirino and tender influenoos. Oh that 
I had been pfosent at the moment when yon rocei?ed the 
chaneter of soMier of Jcsns Christ, and the stien{^ to 
eombat still more generonriy under his saerod banner !*' 

Shortly after this happy erent, whieh took place in St. 
Peter^s Chnieh, New York, on the 2ath of May, BIr. risse- 
mat embaiked lor Knrope, much to the loss of Mn. Setoa, 
who Tslned Us adviee and friendly inteicst the more as re- 
ligioB was BOW her only comfort and snpport. Great also 
was her loss and affliction in being compelled to bid adieu to 
Mr. Filieehi, whcse ineompanbh) serrices to her eeold be 
ImsglMd and feh, b«t not expressed in word. That he had 
heeu a true, constant, and dcrotod friend of her and her 
chiMimi was enongh to hare made him the object of their 
gntelhl and aflectteoate regard; but he was mere thai 
iMs. He hf d performed toward her the part of a brother. 
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When in a strange bad she was orertaken liy the bitteiert 
sfflictioB, he became her protector. He offered her a home 
in her widowhood, and eren left the endearments of his 
own family to aocompMiy her to her Batiro shores. Ho it 
was who imt directed her to the tnie path of eternal life : 
he also stood by her in crery difienlty ; in all her doubts 
and anxieties he enlightened, encouraged, and consoled her, 
and he did not desist a moment from his charitable teal 
until he behehl hor mfely arrifcd in the haren of Catholie 
truth. And, when th^ whom the saerod ties of con- 
sanguinity should hare led to share their abundance with 
her and her little oneo wore unmored by the wanta of her 
situation, he nobly exerted himsdf for their aaristanee, and 
still BMire nobly offered to supply all her neeesBities from 
the ample means of himself and hia brother. Such friend- 
ship was net lost upon s bdy of Mra. 8etoo*s elevated senti- 
menti, nor upon a Christian of her accomplished virtue. 
She fully sppreciated all that had been done in her behalf, 
ss wdl ss the p rospec t of still further kindnom, and she 
knew that only a brother's heart could have prompted such 
a cowse. She therefore called him brother, and enter- 
tained for him the feelings of a sister; but the sincerity 
and warmth of her gratitnde can bo understood only from 
the eloquent and inimitable language which she hcTKlf has 
employed in depicting it In a letter addressed to him on 
the 14th of March ensuing, the annivermry of her abjura- 
tiou of Protestantism, she mys:— '*Ny dear Antonio^ this 
day cannot bo passed over without offering some part of it 
to my dear brother, who hss largely shared the happinem it 
eonunenMNates. Do you rsmember when you cairicd the 
poor little wandering sheep to the fold, and led it to the 
feet of its tender shepherd F Whose waning voice ink 
mid, 'My sinter, you aro in the broad way, and not in the 
right one'? Antonio's. Who begged me to sock the right 
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f AnkNilo. Wbo lod mo kindlji gontlj in ii? Ad« 
loiiio. And| when doeoirod and inrning bnok| whoeo Imi* 
deri pmeroring okaritj withhold mj orring iiopf md 
tUongthonod my fainting licart f Antonio's* And who if 
mj nnfailing friond, protootor, benofaotor F Antonio I An- 
lofiio! Commiiiionod from on high, iho mooMnger of 
poMO, tho instrnment of morcy. BIy Qod, my Qod, my 
Ood, roward him I The widow's pleading Toioe, iho orphan's 
Innoeont hands, are lifted to yo« to bksi him. They rcjoiee 
in his tore; oh, grant him the eternal joy of yonrs I" 8neh 
was the valued friend from whom she was about to be sopa- 
mtod. On hhi part, ahw^ a painfvl saeri(ico was to be n^ado. 
In her and her ehildron he beheld an adopted family, the 
objeot of his deop and constant solicitude; in them ho wit- 
nessed s trophy <^ his seal and piety, a perpetual sonree of 
pleasure and ediBeation In a stnmgo land; tho interese 
which he took in their welfare he considered the secret of 
the many favora he had roeoifod from Heaven. "Your 
letten," he wrote to her, ''are to me models of language 
and style, a pattern of friendly expressions, a living example 
and incitement to virtue and godliness, a true blessing in 
my present wandering, wearisome life." In parting, it was 
the eonsoktion of those mutually-cherished friends to ro- 
leel that religion and virtue had unitod them, — that one 
had visitod ''the widow and the fatherieas in their tribuk- 
thm," while the other had found the prioeless treasure of 
ftdth| which would more than supply the loss of all earthly 
comforts and possessions. 

His. Seton, in the midst of an anti-Catholic society, was 
■almally called upon to advoeate the cause of truth ; but 
though she prudently availed herself of the opportunity to 
d e fai d it^ she did not uigo it unneoessarily upon the atten* 
thm cf others. She thus writes to one of her Protestant 
friendly who had. alluded to her convonion^— "T assure 
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you, my becoming a Catholic was a very simple coni$oc|ucnce 
of going to a Catholic country, whcro it was impossible for 
any one, interested in any religion, not to see the wide dif- 
ference between the flnt established faith, given snd founded 
by our Lord and his spoetlcs, snd the various forms it has 
sbce taken ; and, as I had always delighted in reading the 
Scriptures, I had so deep an impression of the mysteries of 
divine revelation, that, though ftdl of the sweet thought thai 
cvoiy good and well-meaning soul was right, I was deter 
mined, when I came home, both in duty to my children and 
my own soul, to learn all I was capable of understanding on 
the subject If ever a soul did make a fair ini|uiiy, our 
Ood knows that mine did, and every day of life inercasei 
more and more my gratitude to him for having made mo 
what I am. Certainly, though, it was the knowledge of tho 
Protestant doctrine with regard to faith <** that made me a 
Catholic; for, as soon as on inquiry I found that £pisc> 
palians did not think everybody right, I was convinced my 
safe plan was to unite with the Church in which, at all 
events, they admitted that I would ind sslvstion, and 
where also I would be secure of the spostolie snoecssion, 
as well as of the many eonsobtions which no other religion 
but the Catholie can afford. The whole is, that with the 
convictions of my oonseienee, my salvation depended on 
embracing the Catholie faith. I never ebtrude my thoughts 
on the subject, but leave all to their own light and grace, 
while I enjoy mine. A true joy to me, indeed, the daily / 
morning sscrifice, snd our frequent and daily communion, 
when prepared ! What a contrast to the morning sleep in 
former days ! It hss been my wealth in poverty and joy^ 
in deepest sfBiction." Notwithstanding this pmdonUal 
course on the part of Mrs. Scion, she was liable to the usual 
anncyances of those who are disposed to assail the truth 
without being willing to respect its ehimsk Under these 
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flifeuMtaMMt, sho wm tdTiaod hj Mr. GhevoraB io dofond 
ber ff«ligloii with pradonoo and modenlion, b«t Mi Io entor 
IdIo dbowrioB witli saeh m were goromed more by Uio 
•pirit of aoiiloiiUoii than by the lore of imih; m dispalM 
of Ihb Uad gonmllj letd to a Tiobiioo of eharitj, ioatead 
of pranotiog any wefnl end. <' I an aware/' mjn he, "of 
the diftedtiei and tnmbies joa mnsi hare to encounter in 
the nidit of joor aoqnainUnoea. When those who raifo 
oljeetiou espeei an answer, giro them some short and 
dear NMon of thai hope which ii in yon. If they grow too 
warm, raeommend only to them to road and oxamine at 
leionre, if ihej ihink it worth their whilo. Silcnco is the 
hesi answer to the sooffen. Bnl, whether jon speak or bo 
silent^ lei jonr heart cty Io ihe Lord in the boor of tompta- 
tion. When yon bare done what yon thought mosl proper 
•at the time, yon have eommittod no sin, even if afterward 
yon shooH tiiink thai yon onghl to bare acted in a difercnt 



<< Bo not anxions, my deir madam, bnt nthor rojoiee in 
hope. Jcstts has rooeifod yon in the number of bis true dis- 
ciples, sinee, like them, yon rejoiee in your sufferings and 
tflSff^SmiM- Like the blessed aposUe whose fostiral wo eelo- 
brato lo4ay, you welcome the cross as Ihe greatest blessing 
and think yourself happy in being ftstenod to it May God 
Almighty mabtain you in these sentiments! May iho bre 
of JsiW keep your boarl during this holy time, and prepare 
H Io beeomo a sanctuary worthy of him V'^November 80, 
18a5| A. AndnWf Ap. 

These bolnwlions of Mr. GheTems were communicated 
about the beginning of Adront, 1805. At Ibis time, whilo 
somo of Mii.8clon*s rdatiTcs were Tory much opposed to 
her on the ground of religion, there was one who was united 
to Ker ky the mcti intimate and holy friendship. Wo haTO 
alRttdy menllottcd Iho name of Mbs CecUta 8eloo, her sii> 
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ler-in-kw, as a person in whoso Tirtuous training she took a 
most liToly interest. She was very young, poescsscd of great 
personal atlnctions, and equally remsrkabh) for the sweet- 
ness of her manners and ihe piety of her disposition. Wt 
may form some idea of ihe affectionate and Tirtnous intimacy 
that existed between her and Mrs. Solon from the fbUowing 
note, which she roceired from the latter in October of the 
same year. 

, "The sweetest and cren the most innocent pleasures 

I quickly pass in this life, snd the dear moments of peace and 

i tore enjoyed with my Cecilia this morning appear only as a 

drtiam. But, as a dream pleasing and soothing to the mind 

^ often gires it a foretaste <^ something it earnestly eorcts, so 

' my heart turns to the dear hope that it msy one day enjoy 

your society eren in this world; or, if otherwise ordained 

by our dcnr snd Hcavonly Father, the mnrc certain hope of 

an eternal union beforo his throne cannot fail us but by our 

own negligence and perversion, against which we must pray 

literally without ceasing,— without ccaping, in cveiy occu^ 

rcnce ami employment of our lives. You know, I mean 

tliat prayer of ihe heart which is independent of ph^c or 

situation, or which is rather a habit of lifting up Ihe heart 

t) God, as in a constant communication with him; as, for 

instance, when you go to your studio^ you look up to him 

I with sweet compbcency, and think, Lord, how worthktf 

\ is this knowledge, if it were not for the enlightening my 

mind and improving H to thy service, or for being more 

; woful to my (ellow-crcaturcs, and enabled to fill Iho part 

; thy providcneo may appoint me ! When going into society, 

or mixing with company, appeal to him who sees your 

I heart and knows how much nthcr you would devote Io 

I him; but say, dear Lord, you have phieed me here, and I 

! must yield to them whom you have pbieed me in subjodiou 

* lo! oh keep my heart from all that would separate me 
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ftwillMwI WlMn yon tro ozeitod io impAiicneei Uuok fuf 
• MOMWl Imw miieli mora roMoa God li« to bo angiy wiik 
jott than Jim Iuito lor anger againal any hvnuui beings and 
jil lioir oonatant ia hb patienoo and foibearanoo. And in 
orarjr dJaappoinimont, great or amall, lot jonr dear heart ij 
dBnoi to him, year dear Savioiir, throwing yonrsclf in hii 
arma lor refngo ag^inft orory pain and aorvow. lie noror 
\ wiD leaTO yon or fonako yon." 

Tho fiienddiip of 3Ira. Seton and her sitter Cecilia was 
of thai olerated eharaetor whieh aeted as an eneonragement 
to both In tho hnro and pnrsait of Tirtne; and it gmdnally 
pvodnoed improasiona upon tho mind of the latter whieh 
oodd not fiul, with the graee of God, to result most fiiror- 
ably lor her spiritoal welfare. The happy inineneo of Bin. 
Setoa'a piety and eonstaney was also mneh aided by an ill* 
neai with whieh it pleased DiYino IVoYidenee to afflict her 
robtlTO toward the end of the year abore mentioned. During 
her suferingSy M n. Seton consoled her by her Tisits, or by 
writing to her, and suggesting tho moat ezeellent acta of 
defolioii for the time of sickness. Tho following we pbee 
befera the reader aa an lllustnition of her ferrent piety and 
lively Mb :~ 

<'0h that I eouM take the wing of tho angel of pcaee, and 
Wsii the heart of my darling child I Tun and soitow should 
lako their iighi; or, if ordained to stoy aa messengen from 
car Father of Meroies, to separato yon from our life of 
temptation and misery, and prepare yon ibr the reception of 
ondlcH bleasodneas, I would repeal to you the story of his 
auferittgs and anguish who chose them for his eompaniona 
from tho eradlo to the gniTe. I would help you to separato 
all worldly thoughts from your breast, to yield the sinful 
body to the puniahoMnt it dosenros, and to beg that sanetl* 
lyii^ graee which will change temporal pain to eternal 
^aiyi and then I would again rembd you of those swod 
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Instruetiona and heaTonly precepts we read together the 
happy night we hat enjoyed. • • • BIy Cecilia, I beg, bo- 
aoeeh, implora you, to offer up all your, pains, your sorrows 
and Tozations, to God, that he will unite them with the sor- 
rows^ tho pangs, and anguiah, whieh our adored lltHlcemcr 
bora for ua on tho croas, and entreat that a drnp of that 
p recio ua blood there abed may fall on you to enlighten, 
strengthen, and supporl your soul in this life and insure 
Its eternal salTation in tho next lie knows all our weak- 
ness and the fiulings of our hoarta. Aa tho father pities 
his own children ho pitiea us, and has himself declared 
thai ho ncTcr will formko the soul that confides in hi^ 
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In thhi communication Mrs. Seton exhorts her bclovcil 
luiatiTO in a particular manner to pray, and in this spirit to 
oler her sufferings in union with these of the Son of God, 
boeanae she knew well that ferrent and pcrseTcring prayer 
is nerer rejected by tho Almighty, and would be the surest 
moans of obtaining for her sister the graces which her sitna- 
lion needed. But as her illnem was growing worse, and she 
had as yd taken no decistTC step for tho change of her re- 
ligion, Mil. Seton began to fear lest she honelf had been de- 
ieieni in doing what duty required for the converaion of 
her sialer; and, surrounded as the inralid was by her Protc^- 
ant oonnoetioDS, who eould not endure the mention of 
Catholicity among them, aha was at a loos to know precisely 
how to ad under theae eircumataneoa. She iherafbra ap- 
plied for adrieo to the Rot. Mr Cherems, who sent her the 
following answer:— 

'*Dbae Madam:—' 

^1 mud toll you fint thd your conscience ought to bo 
fk«o from aerupka about the past, ainee you hare dona in 
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ragMrd to yoar btorasiing liftor OTorj tidng which jtm 
thoi«ht diMietion and pnidonoo ooold Allow. 

*<Ia her praent. sitiuiion hi H your dnij io go farthcrr 
I Ml al A lots mjraolf how io giro an answor to thia question. 
I haTO for theae few daja eonanlted in prajer the Father of 
lighta; I hare cndearorod to place mjsolf in yonr siination 
Hofa ia the roeolti which, hcweror, I ptopoao to jon with 
the ntmoBi diffidenoe. 

" Neither the obetaolcs jfoa mention, nor the sickly state 
of the dear child, permit to instmci her in points of contro- 
Teray. What yon hare told her till now appears to me 
iieariy sofieient^ I would recall to her, when opportunitica 
ahonld offer, the anuahle and pious wish of living one day 
in a eoBTent and tbero to hooomo a memher of the Church. 
Shoohl aha aak any questions, I would answer her in few 
words without entering into the particuliur merits of the quoa- 
iioui— ioUing her that when she is better you would examine 
theae mattcn together; that at preacnt it is enough to 
know Jesua and him crucified; to put all -her trust in him, 
Io safer with him, Ac.; .... to wish to become a member 
of hia Church. Which church is his f she wiU pcriiaps say. 
Anawer: The Catholic, because the most ancient, &c. If 
aha aaka no queationa, I would confine myself to what you 
hare aaU Io her before. It is important that you may eon- 
tinue to Tiait her. Eveiy thing that would put an end to 
your interoonrao with her must be aroided. 

*' The moat embarrassing cireumstanee will be when you 
aae her near the period of the fiital diaotdcr. Then, per- 
hapa, you will be with her oflenor and alone. Let the bro 
of oar adorable Sariour in hia aaerament and on the eraaa 
he the aubjeei of your diaeouiae. You might alao mention 
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the anointing of the aiek in 8t James, and if ahe dcaiitis 
lt| and it can be done, procure to her the blessing of re- 
eeiring the hwt aaeramenta. Could they bo haid-heartcd 
enough to refuse such a request, and at such a time f The 
whole weight of their displeasure will full upon you, but 
Chid has given you strength to boar it, and will make rich 
amends by hb interior consolations. It is pnibable, how- 
ever, that you will not find an opportunity of accomplishing 
this. Should it unhappily be the case, yuM will have no- 
thing to reproach yourself with; fur if you attempt to do 
more than the above, it ia almost certain that you will be 
hindered from doing any thing at all. 

"Your beloved sister haa been made by baptism a mem- 
her of the Church. Wilful error, I have reason to think, 
haa never separated her from that sacred body. Her itn- 
gnlar innocence of mimi and anient pict^ have also, veiy 
likely, preserved her from offending Ood in any grievous 
manner; and I hope, in eonae(|uence, tliat even if she can- 
not receive the saeramenta she will be a member of the 
triumphant Church in heaven, although it would be to 
her an unspeakable advantage to receive the aaeramenta, 
and would render her salvation more secute. Dreadful in- 
deed ia the aituation of thoae who, being cut off from the 
Church, or having offended the Almighty,dcpart from thia 
worid without thoae heavenly remedies which the Church 
haa in atoro for her dying children. Happy thoae who like 
yon feel their heart warm, and abound with joy and peaoe 
in the breaking of the heaveoly bread, in the eefobration 
of the holy festivals." ^ 

By this wise direction Mra. Seton was equally conaoled 
and inatmeted in the courae ahe was to pursue. She was 
to make every effort' eonaiatont with a discreet and enlighi- 
enod teal to procure for her beloved rekUve the ccmaoW* 
tiona of the aaeramenta; but, in the event of thb Vnuft 
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impiBcticible, tba wiis to foggcssl io bcr faforiDg friend 
neh ooniidenlioiif m, with tho help of divine graeOi would 
awakoA in her hctri ■ontimentB of perfect lore and eontri- 
tkNi| and thim prepare her for a happy deeth. It phuined 
tho Almighty, howoTor, to raiao her from tlio hod of aick* 
MM and aflbrd her an opportnnity of paying u more signal 
hoouige to tho troth, of which he has made hia holy Church 
tho dopoiitary. After her roeovetyi Miaa Scton tamed her 
attontioa more partioulnrly to the examination of tiiia snii- 
Jeety and| in deftanee of the moat tioleat oppoaition on tho 
part of her nAitivea, she at length rrjulved to ahandon tho 
erron in which ahe had heen edoeatod, and to embrnce'tlte 
CSatholle fiiith. No effort was left nntricd to diaraadc her 
from this atep; and aoch was the blind and determined 
teal excited againat her, that her connections kept her in 
eloae eonfinement for scToral days, threatening ercry extra- 
▼agance they coald think of; for instance, that she should 
Boi Hto with the eormptcr of her mind, (Mrs. Seton,) ercn 
if she did hecome a Catholic, hut be sent away to tho Went 
Indiea, in a reaael then ready for tho Toyage; that alio 
wovM cause the destitiction of Mrs. Scton and deprire her 
ehildren of bread ; and that, if no shorter way presented 
itself, they would petition the legisbturo to roroorc Mrs. 
SeUm out of the State, fte. But Niaa Cecilia, fully aliro 
to the Importaneo of tho lubjeet, and well persuaded that 
M oootiderationi whatever should bo suffoivd to Interfere 
with her doty to Ood, was prepared to make every saerifieo 
io Older to obey the call of divine grace. The Almighty 
Bopportod her eoorage io a poeoliar manner daring her 
trUl| oervlng her againat the fleroest opposition, and, after 
doe prepaiation, she was Admitted into Uie true Church on 
tho 20th of June, 1806. 

Tho ooBseqoeoees of this step were, in a tomporal point 
of tltW| meol pabfol. All hor friends abandoned her, and 



ME8. K. A. 8IT09. 



187 



left her onprovidcd for in the world ; and fur a gcnenwa 
and affectlonato heart like hen, and fur a young person in 
tho bloom of youth, being only fourteen years of age, of 
delicato health, and the favorite of her family, it is difficult 
to oonceive how cruel must Imvo licen the |Miug that thus 
aevorod the ties of nsturo. Hut the Almighty seems to 
have aek)oted her as an occasion of sigiialixing his tender 
meroies and dispkiying the wondrous eflioary of his grace. 
She regretted the leas of fHonds who had always been dear 
to her; but well convinced that her friemls and relatives 
eojttid not Jnatify hor at the tribunal of Ond, if she rcsiatcil 
tho known truth and tlie inspirations of divine grace, she 
aoeountod all the considerations of flosth and bl(»od as worth- 
kas in eomparison with the securing of her eternal interests, 
and readutoly declarod to her family that ahc had become a 
Catholio, and that nothing would c^'cr break the bonds thst 
united her to the true Church. Her conduct throughout 
this trying ordeal evinced a heroism worthy of the bright- 
est days of Christianity. Excluded from the protection of 
her relatives, who solemnly avowed that she should never 
re-entor their houses or be suffered to associate with her 
family, Miss Scton sought a refuge under the humble, but 
hospitable roof of her aister-in-law. Hero she was welcomed 
with open arms; and these two pious and fervent aouls 
found, in the enjoyment of each other's society, a support 
under tho heavy crosses which they had to endure, and a 
mutual oneooragement to the faithful and constant practica 
of doty. Tho reception of the youthful convert into her 
hooae, ahhoogh a mattor of duty for Mrs. Scton under ex* 
Isting eircumstonees, became the occasion of increased sver> 
sion for her on the part of her connections. Some of them 
would not permit even their children to speak to her or hem, 
whik) othcra hardy allowod her to entor their dwellings. 
Even they who professed to be the ministori of charityi 
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Bkbop Moon and Rer. BIr. llobart, hor former puton, 
■mjod tlieiiiiol?oi ag^iDfl hor, and, thnmgh bigotry or in* 
kretl^ otUod npoo ihofe who might havo aniated her in her 
eatabliihmenti and warned them against liaving any oommn- 
■ioation with her. In thia atate of things, aJI the energy 
of her aoid waa brought into roqniaition. Ilor life was a 
eontinval aaerifloe and anifering, for which, howc?or, ahe 
waa itrongtheaod by the gnwe of Ood, and by the sympathy 
and eoanaek of the new chMS of friends whe had gathered 
aromid her. Soon after the converaion of Hias Cecilia, Dr. 
Matignon, of Beaton, addroased a btter to Mrs. Scton, ez- 
preasiTO of the high regard which he entertained for her, 
and eneouraging hor to eontinao faithful in the new paths 
which the Almighty had marked out to her. " Yonr por- 
■ereianee," he aaya, ''and the help of grace, will finish 
in yon the work which God haa oommonoed, and will render 
yooi I tmat, the meana of effecting the conTeraion of many 
otheia. Yoa already ezperienee much oonsolation in the 
step taken by yonr dear aiater, who haa been led not leas by 
yonr example than by the mahdics and afflictiona di^need 
from Ileaven, to embraoe with*8o much fervor the only way. 
to eternal life. The determination she evinced in thia affair, 
being yei ao yonng, and deapite the aerions diffienltica ahe 
had to contend with, is moat aasnrodly, as yon say, a riaible 
wonder of divine grace. Though deprived of all human 
aai ist a n ea, or, at leaat, debarred the aid she haa need of, Al« 
■dghty Ood will not abandon her, and yonr prayon will noC 
bo vain. May you aoon have the some happineas in the two 
eheriahed beings whom yon mention with so much hope 1* 
The pleasoroa aa well aa the troubka of thia world pass vety 
rapidly I happy ihey who love their friends only in Ood, 

• Tva stHttMa-law of Mra. B«Im, wIi9 wtr« fkrorab!/ dlipMti !•. 
IIm OilMla Alih, ta4 mm of «k«M wfcwqieaUy ••Waetdl 1^ ai 
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and who Ik^ with roaaon to meet esch other hereafter in 
his eternal kingdom." ^ 

Among the chief sources of eomfort which Mra. Sctitn 
enjoyed in her affliction waa the aocicty of the piou«, 
amiable, and acoomplishod family of Mr. Janica ])any, a re- 
apoetablo merchant of New York. With all the wanuUi 
and generoaity of the Iriah cliaractcr, they united a apirit 
of religion and blandncas of manner which entitled them 
to universal rospod and eatccm. They were honored with 
the particukr friendship of Bishop Carroll. Mrs. Scton 
waa a frequent viaitor at their residence, where she was 
always welcome, and often enjoyed their bounteous and cor- 
dial hoq»itality; at the aame time availing herself of their 
intelligeneo and piety to aeck advioo in the moment of 
need. These attentiona which ahe received fnmi the Barry 
family were always gratofnily remembered. In writing lo 
a friend about this time, she alludca with a apirit of thank- 
fulness to the "Banys, wheae tendemcas and attention to 
the poor fanatic," ahe aaya, "aro my swcclcst earthly 
pleasure." 

From her eorespondeneo with the Messrs. Filicchi site 
alao derived much eomfort and cncoungcment Writing 
to her tnm London, November 8, 180G, In anawer to a 
letter from her, in which ahe probably mentioned the in- 
eroaaed oppoeitioii on the part of hor family, Mr. Antonio 
Bonda her tiie meat fervent exhortation to poraevere in the 
Doblo fiNiitodo which ahe had already displayed. "If 
bSeased are these who are in tears," he saya, "you, my be- 
loved aiater, are bleasod indeed. Courage and perscvemnee! 
The eroWB of oveilastbg glwy awaita only thoae, you know, 
who persevere to the end. • • . Pray for your persocntofB. 
Your fotbeannec) your fortitude, your charity, your piety, 
will put them to the Uuah at h»t If not, Ood aad I are 
your protectow— of whom ahouldst thou be afraid r<^ The 
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failalligoiieo of hk Kifo arrl? al in Loghonii in tho midtft of 
Ui hmWj, filloil bcr honri with Joj and graiitode, and bIm 
hilenod to aproad tbo iiowa among hor friends. ''What 
eodd I do/' gho writes to him, '<hut aaj Te Ikftrnt; ftnl 
eanj tho ktter to Bin. Ikny, then to Mr. Unriej, or rather 
to o«r fiuniljr of pastors, who shared my Joj, gaTo thanks for 
jour escape, and admired that Proyidcneo who prorides soch 
n hrother for the poor little fomkon woman, and permitted 
her to go the next morning to eommnnion, to offer the 
thanksgiving of inestimable ralne 7 With my whole sonl I 
did 90.*' The escape to which she allndcs was a provi- 
dential delireranoe of Mr. Filieehi from a most perikras 
silnation while crossing the Alps on his waj to Italj. The 
■eeonni of this eircnmstanoe, which he sent to Mrs. Seton, 
Is eqnallj hononble to his pietj as n Christian, and indl- 
eaUfe of the ptofoand feneration which he entertained for 
her eharaeter as n servant of Qod. 

"On the dreadful sammit of Blount Cenis, on the Alps, 
ee mj waj into Italjr, I truly did attribute to the eftcacy 
of joor prajors in mj behalf the preservation of my limbs 
and Hib. I was in the dilttjenee, or mail-stage with four 
whads and four horNS, descending the mountain in n darir, 
wintij night, blowing and snowing, and eveij thing around 
m eoverod with snow. We had a light to guide our path ; 
but ee n sudden, by the carelessness of our driver, the light 
was put out, and wo found ourMlvos in the most imminent 
daager of missing our way and foiling over the proeipiee 
Tho driver deebred that he was not able to discern his 
palh. We were all in the pangs of death. We eould.not 
aHghlyweeottldnoiwalk in the depth of the snow, we eould 
Ml eipeel any human sueeor, and were feroed to go on, 
treaibling at each step of our horses, as if about to tumble 
dowa into the abyss. A Fieneh kdy, our feUow-trrnvdler 
wiUr aa otteori was in a Hi of eonvukioM^ when most mnei- 
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poeledly » hmtern appeared of » poor shepherd coming up 
the mountain as » guardian nngd to save us. It was on 
Monday night, the 8th of Decembe r , the day of the fcstiva* 
of our Blessed Lsdy's Conception. Kariy in tliat morning, 
they had all Iftughed at my going to mass ; but fear drew 
afterward fiom their lips, against their will, the awful ae- 
knowledgment of their forsaken principles of religion. 1 
locked immediately on you as my principal intercessor, ana 
you must have had certainly n great share in my deliver- 
anee. What wonder, then, in my readiness to bo service- 
able to you? Through your good example, they find mi 
now n better Christian than I was, and through you my 
mereantile ooneems. are bleased by God with an uninter- 
rupted success. I shall not therefore be ao foolish as to de- 
sert your cause. Fray only our Divine Redeemer to extend 
his mercy toward bm, lor the most important welfare in oui 
next life. If I have been happy enough to be the instm 
ment of introducing you to the gate of the true Church of 
Christ hero below, keep me fast by you when called up 
stairs : we must enter together into hosveri. Amen." To 
realito this blessed hope was the oli;ect of BIrs. Setou's 
ardent prayers. 

Amid the difiiculties of her position she was comforted 
especially by the exprcssioiis of regard and friendship which 
ahe received from Bbhop Carroll and the Rev. BIr. Cheverus. 
The former, writing to her, under date of BIsy 28, 1807, 
after giving his opinion ou » matter of business, thus speaks 
of her and her aituAtion :— '<I would add, if you stood the 
lesst in need of any motives which I could suggest, my er 
couragement to you to persevere in the exercise of youreoa 
staneyi under the trials to which you have boon subjected 
since our separation.* Though you are perseeutod lor obey* 

• nt bs4 ttelattttffW CMSraMUea la Ntv York, la Unj tf Um p*. 
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log the dietelcs of jonr ooosoioneo, tnd are not allowed to 
qpeak with fteodom lo peraona dear and ckaelj allied lo yos, 
^et joar example, and patient, I may add, Jojfal anffering, 
mial prodaco and hare alreadj worked their effect on the 
eonaeleBcea of them who place a higher yalae on their Mira- 
tion than all earthlj things. For ymr perwrcranee I feel 
no apprehension ; hnt great is my solicitude for those who 
are debarred f^rom reeeiring the instmotion yon conid ao 
well giro them, and deprlTod of the bread of life; bnt still 
I tmat in Ood'i fatheriy goodncn toward them, who is ao 
able to eonnteraot the impedimenta and dclnsions which 
hnman prvdenee or errors cast in the way of his fiiTorcd acr- 
ranta." He then begs to be remembered by her children, 
to whose "innooent prayers" ho attaches great importance. 
Biahop Carroll, although ho gave Blrs. Seton the strongest 
eridanees of the high esteem which he had for her, waa 
earefttl to maintain her in the path of humility, convinced 
that by thia means only eonld she be preaorved from spi- 
rltnal shipwreck. He therefore tells her: — << Whatever I 
learn or hear of yon increaaos my aolicitude, respect, and 
admiration. Bat attribute no merit to yourself on thia ao* 
count. Whatever is estimable in you, either by nature or 
grace, is €k>d*a gift and hia property ; and it is beneath the 
dignity of a Chriatian, who haa ever meditated on the fofly 
aa well aa the criminality of pride, to gloiy in that which / 
belongs not to him." 

During hia stay in New York, Mrs. Seton found a fliith« 
ful friend in the Rev. Blr. Hurley, who, m she expreasoa it| 
waa ''rigid and aevere in a calm, but| whenever ahe had any 
tnmblei moat indulgent and compassionate." She knew 
weD how to approdate the good-will and kind assiatanee of 
him and ao many others who were truly interested in hef 
real hiqpptneaa*\ In the midst of friends whom religion had 
tubatituted for theae whom the worid had taken away, the 
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bittemeas of her triala aeemed to be forgotten, and her soul 
enjoyed a ddif^tful peace. She thua alludea to thia rab- 
Jeet in a ktter to Mr. Anthony Filiechi :— '< Upon my word, 
it \m very pleaaant to have the name of being persecuted, 
and yet enjoy tho sweetest favors ; to be poor and wretched, 
and yet bo rich and happy; neglected and forrakcn, yet 
cherished and tenderly indulged by God a moat favored 
aervanta and friends. If now your sister did not wear 
her meat cheerful and contented countenance she would bo 
indeed a hypocrite. 'Rejoice in the Lord always.' Re- 
oiee, rojoiee." 

Animated with such sentiments, Mrs. Scton's constant 
effort was, according to the advice of the apostle, to "over- 
come evil with good," and, by ahowing in her actions tho 
excellence of tho fiiith to which she had been admitted, to 
Bubdue the unchristian spirit arrayed against her. Her 
sister Cecilia walked closely in her footstcpe, adhering faith- 
fully to the advice of her apiritual dircctoni, to iliustrate in 
her conduct and in tho purity of her life the beauty of that 
religion which ahe had embraced. The instmction which 
the Rev. 3Ir. Hurley gave her on thui subject* will be useful 
to all who read it in a spirit of ChriatiAn sitbminion. After 
alluding to the happiness of serving God, he says : — " It ia 
thia which you are in quest of, and which, being humble 
of heart, you will aasurodly find. Your setting out in thb 
pursuit was strongly mariLcd with the divine predilection; 
and, aa it waa then my duty to observe it, the aame duty 
now compob nie to remind you of it, and to admonish you 
that in all thinga you give proof of tho aanctity of your 
vocation, and vindicate, by your oxcniplaiy conduct, by your 
anbflriasion, your humility and patience, that holy religion 
into whoao myaterioa you have been now ao long initiated. 



• fa a kUer ftvia PkiteiUlplila, dated Aicnsl St, 1807. 
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< Look tl our ooadiieti' wao tho almooi oolj oiiowerwliieli tbe 
priaitiTa Cliritli«M made to their cftlvniiiaton : in fact, it 
pivfad to ba aaah aa to IcaTO no plaoo for a rejoinder. The 
afgnmonta wldeb thej dodneed from their raUimated mondsi 
In iktor of their fidth| were nearlj irrofragabloi aa wo maj 
Jndga horn the wonderfnl pr ogrco e it made. Alia ! eonld 
wo hat oay ao now, what eonrorto would we not ooe ! how 
BMnj letamiog to the fold of Christ ! Bat God ia wonde^ 
ftd in all hia wajfo. He haa pat it in joar power to magnify 
tho wooden of hia mereji and let me exhort joa not to ne^- 
ket it To donht of jonr doing oo, as alao of jonr peroo- 
ToranoOi I daro not The thonght itoelf I wonld banish from 
mj mind aa a temptation. Yonr deportment thnraghovi 
tho entire of thoeo TieiaBitndea with whieh ' the Orient from 
ae high hath Tiaited joa,' prcelndeo anj aaeh unhallowod 
idea. Bvi wo nerer ean be too cavtiova, nor aa eircnmapeci 
aa onr Toeation in Chriai Jeana would require. Tho path 
whieh jou haTa ao glorioasly entered is at the best an ardu- 
ooa one, and beatrcwed with diflSeultica whieh life alone will 
end with. In meeting them we haTe indeed this great eon^ 
lolatioa : — that our Blodd met them before us; that ho fore- 
warned hia disoiplea that all who shoald truly desire to serra 
aim would eneountor them alao ; that they are the only auroi 
unofring rehidea to tmnaopulchral regionS| and thai by 
toleiatlttg them Ibture gloiy should ba rorealed to ua. And 
what eonaoktioo tantamount to that whieh ilowa from the 
rerj aonreo of ereiy good ? from thai fount whieh rises unto 
life areriaating, and from whieh alone wo ean draw forth 
with Joy and gladness ? You, my dear ehildy haTO explored 
avon tho head of thia spring. You have participated of ita 
pallueid wateiB, and hara experieneed its exhilarating, aubli- 
mating efoeta. Pofhapa I hare been your guide to it; nay, 
hare adodnistarod to you Ita refireehbg portions. If 80, lol 
BM haTO tho eomfort, both hare and heroaflcr, to find thai 
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nyaubaenriett^ haa been profitable, haa boon effectual. Bo- 
member tho 17th of June.* It stands recorded in heaTon, 
and musi be in your heart Bleritless as I am, witncm of 
tho tranasctions of that day, others bear witnen likewise 
When we AaU bo called upooi may we bo found side- 
aside!" 

By a strict obecnrance of the excellent counsels bete im- 
parted, Miss Seton beeame ''a beautiful ornament" of tho 
religion which she profcsMd, and eventually regained the 
admiration eren of those who thought her wisdom folly. A 
faidy of her acquaintance, who waa much attached to her, 
having boeome dangerously ill, she Tiaited her daily, and 
nuraod her with the most assiduous carcf Here it was, at 
tho deathbed of a common friend, that Bliss Seton had an 
opportunity of meeting her rdatives; and such was the sweet 
submissiToness of manner and prudence of beharior exhibited 
by her on thia oecaaion, that aha completely conquered the 
oppoaition of her family, who all invited her to return among 
them. If Mrs. Seton did not experienee tho iame partial 
Justice ai their hands, it waa not frofn a want of chariUblo 
and kind deportment in their regard. When, in the cirtum^ 
stanoo Jusi rekted, or at other time8,'8he met with theoe of 
her eonnoetiona who had pkeed themselvaa in a hostile poai- 
tion, she manifested tho same eordiality and affection aa if 
aho had no causa for eompbint But what was denied on 



a Aeeoriteff It ktr twii ftalcMiit, tWt was Mmltta to tU OoMk 
Ckwnk M Um sua aC J—, lata.** Mr. Ilirity my kftt* kilitakM llie 
fnOm itta^ ar be rtfeti to tMBt rvllflMt art aia^rmt fr«li tluu wklek 
MiH 8tln dwigMitot ■• Imt aaMiMioB laio Uit C1i«r«a. 

t Mrs. StloB tbo tMMtd Uits Imlj ia Imt lut MMMaU, an^ diiif 
tyiaka«riMrae|Mrtart riwillilt wmM f-^'H>h,howa«IU I aita«atH«^ar| 
wMkMtM0ra«Mt,fHlko«tflaili! t«triae4,laipiUl«rt,wrtC«badl H«w 
iMl wt t?w pralM aaaafa UmA m^ftj wbMi hat ptacH at ia Ika 
%«••• af aar aMtbirr 
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the part of hor fkntly iho found in the quiet end peeeefnl 
enjojment of her religion; lo mneli eo that elie wore a eon- 
tented and joyful eountonanoOy and appeared to bare leec 
nothing, eren for this world, by th^ aaerifiees whieh eon- 
•elenee had eompelled her to make. In a letter to Mr. 
Philip Filieehi, who had ao offeotually aided her by his en • 
lif^toned inatraetiona in the inToatigation of Catholio truth, 
ahe deaeribos in a forcible manner the happineaa ahe |ioa- 
aoised under all her diffieultiea, and the eontinual offbrta 
whieh ahe made for the aanetifieation of hor aoul. 

'<Itii beati" ahe aaya, '<to bo obliged to eonquor the 
prineiple moat apt to blind me in my pursuit; and my daily 
object ia to keep close to your first adTiee, (with St# Franeifl,) 
to take OTory erent gently and quietly, and oppoae good- 
nature and eheerfulneas to ereiy eontiadietion; which aue- 
eeeda ao well that now it ia an acknowledged opinion that 
Mra. William Beton la in a tery happy aituation, and Mr. 
Wilkes aaya, apeaking of Aif profeasions, 'Yet Proyidence 
doea not do ao much for mo aa for you, as it makea you happy 
and contented in erery situation.' Yetr— indeed how can he 
build who hM not the Rock for his foundation T But Bin. 
William Seton k obliged to watch erery moment to keep up 
the leality of thia appearonee. You know, Filiechi, what 
it costs to be always humblo and satisfied, though when this 
disposition is fkmiliarised it ia the true troaauro. Do— do 
pray continually for that soul whooe aalvation haa already 
acat yon so much care. While enjoying the grealut hnppi^ 
NCM on tariik^ whieh I obtain sometimes throe times a week, 
(the weather and children sometimes dopriTO,) imagine the 
efuaiona of warm and ardent allectiona at that moment of 
giateful joy and triumph, eonaoioua that nothing on earth 
can add to or take from this infinite good which supplies the 
pbeeof all other to the confiding soul, whose Tory desoktion 
In human possessions is the boat foundation for this unfiiil* 
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lug h4»piness. And then, how came thia knowledge to my 
soul? whose blessed hands guided it to its only troasuraf 
who eneouraged it when sinking, and drew it on when afraid 
of ita own aalTation f And my darling children — ^I teach 
them to conaider you too the aourec of all our oonaolation." 
As a truly Christian mother, Mm. Seton allowed nothing, 
afUn the aalYation of her own soul, to occupy so important a 
pbee in her thoughta and pUna aa the spiritual welfare of 
her children. They had entered with her into the fold of 
truth; and ahe taught them, both by word and example, to 
prise thia gift of fiiith aboro crciy worldly oonaidcration. 
So natural and afibctionato waa the manner in which alio 
endeaTored to impress upon their youthful minds the obliga- 
tion of aerting God, that it oould not fail to produce ita 
full effoct Koligiou and duty were subjects not roscnrcd 
only for the daas of catechism or the moment of prayer; 
they were frequently suggested to their attention. From 
the words of the parent, exhaling on OTory befitting occasion 
the apirit of fenrent piety, her offspring imbibed a lore of 
tirtne, and learned how to appreciate its incstimablo blcm- 
ingB. Nothing can aurpaaa the admirable tact with which 
Mra. Seton ooneiliated the warm alToction of her children, 
and directed her infiuence OTor them to the glory of Ood 
and their personal aanetifieation. Her hinguage waa such 
as to inspire them with noble sentiments and Tirtuoua aapi* 
rations; to make them sensible that their highest reward 
was to be found in the good-will of a knring parent, and in 
the eonsciousness of having fulfilled their doty to Almighty 
Ood. In answering a note which she had received from her 
ddeat daughter, then ten years ef ago, she says:— "Your 
little letter gave joy to my heart, which lovea you more than 
I can expreas, and eameaUy praya to our dear Lord Jeaua to 
bleaa you and make you hia own." On another occaaien, 
While her daughter waa receiving inatructiona from the Ear. 
IT* 
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Mr. Uttiloji prabtblj m » prefMntion for ker inl ooil* 
Mvnioiii Mn. Seion wrote to kor in the foUowiDg words:^' 

"MT DAtUNO DAUQHTEa: — 

" Ycm niiist not bo •nofuij at not looing mo either yoRter* 
dty er to-day. To-morrow I hope to bold yon to my heart, 
wbieb prays for yon inecamntly that Qcd may give yon 
graoe to nae well the preeions honra of thia week; and, I re* 
peaty yon have it in yonr power to make me the happiest 
of mothersi and to be my sweet eomfort throngh ereiy sor- 
row, or to oooasion the heayicst affliction to my poor aonl 
thai it ean meet with in this world; and, m yonr eiample 
will hare the greatest inHnence on yonr dear little sisters 
alsoy and yon do not know how soon yon may be in the pboe 
of tiieir nether to them, yonr doing yonr dnty faithfully is 
of the greatest eonseqnence, besides what yon owe to Qod 
and yonr own aonl. . . . Pray him, snpplieate him, to make 
yon kis own. • . . Remember that Mr. Hnrky is now in the 
plaee of Ood to yon : roeeive his instmetions as from hesTon, 
as BO donbt yonr dear Sarionr has appointed them as the 
of bringing yon there." 



The piety, ferror, and unction of this maternal eihorta- 
tion sniksiently indicate the ardor and purity of the Ioto 
thai dictated it Blrs. 8eton*s great ambition and liappiness 
was to odneate her children as faithful fdkiwerB of Jesus 
Chrisl. With this riew her two sons, u we hare before 
stated, were placed at Georgetown College^ their kcation at 
Montreal being then impracticable. But it had always been 
the wish of Mr. Anthony Filicehi, their generous friend and 
benefiwior, thai they should be raised at the inatitntion in 
Montreal; and he gare tbdr mother a distant hope thai she 
benelf, with kef little girls, might be admitted bto a eonreni 
tkers, ittd empldj ker talents In ike instruction of joath| 
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wkile ker ckildren would kave tke facility of being tko- 
roughly trained in the knowledge and practice of the Catholie 
idigion. This hope Mrs. 8eton indulged rather as a delight- 
ful dream than as a prospoei to be subsequently rcaliiod, 
becauK it appeared to her too much happiness to bo enjoyed 
during ker eartkly pilgrimage. But ker tkongkls weft 
more practically directed to it by the Kex. William Valen- 
tine Dnbourg, IVesident of St Blary'a Colksge in Baltimore. 
Ho became acquainted with her in the fdkming way. liar- 
ing visited the city of New York in tke autumn of 180G, he 
was one morning offering up the holy sacriBce of mass in St 
Peter's Chureh, when a hidy presented herself at the com* 
munion-rail, and, bathed in tears, received the Blessed Sacra* 
ment at his hands. He was struck with the uncommon 
deportment and piety of the oommunicant, and when after* 
wtfd sested at the broakfast-table with the Rev. BIr. Sibourd, 
one of the pastors of the Chureh, he inquired who she was, 

"B^^7 j<^^g>i*8 ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^"^ ^''** 8<}^^» ^ whose 
conversion and edifying life he had been informed. Before 

Mr. Sibourd had time to anawer his question, a gentle tap 

at the door was heard, and the next moment Blrs. Seton was 

introduced, and kndt before the priest of Qod to roeeive his 

Messing. Entering into conversation with her respecting 

her sons and her intentions in tbdr regard, he learned from 

her the views and wishes of Mr. Filicehi, ss stated above, 

and tke remote expectation ahe had of removing hersdf, 

with ker daugkters, to Canada. Mr. Bubonig, wko was n 

man of enlarged views and remarkable enterprise, no sooner 

became acquainted with the dcdgn which ahe ttoiertBineili W* 

retiring at some future period into a religious community, 

for the wdfare of hersdf and her children, than he suggested 

tke practicability of tke sekeme witkin the limits of tke 

United States. Mrs. Seton immediatdy wrote to Biakop 

Oarrdl, Informing kirn of wkat kad p a s sed between kor and 
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Mr. iHiboatg^ tjA reqvesUng bif advioe in Ibe nuitler. *'] 
eodd not teoiore/' tho myif "to take » IkirUior itop in sc 
inierefting » sittiaiion wtihoiii ytmr conearronoe tnd direo- 
tioB, whieh abo, I tm Msurod, will the mora raidilj obtain 
for mo ibo blonring of bim wboao will alono it in my camcsl 
doflire to noeomi^isb." After roontaoning tbo paitienki 
tfiab tbo bad to eontond witb in New York, and Mrarinf 
Dr. Carroll tbat sbo bad jicldod in condcflcenston to bor op 
pononts OTory point ponible consistontlj witb ber poaoe foi 
tbo bonr of dcatb| sbe continues i — ''And for tbat bottr, mj 
dear liri I now beg yon to ooosider, wbtle yon diroet me bow 
to aet for my dear little cbildren, wbo in tbat bonr, if they 
remain in tbeir present sitoation, wonid be snatebed from 
onr dear fidtb as fhmi an aecnmnlation of error is well as 
misfortane to tbem. For myself, eertainly tbo only fear I 
eaa baTO is tbat tbere is too mnob of self-seeking in plead- 
ing for tbo aooomplisbmont of tbis objeet, wbieb, bowever, 
I Joyftdly yieid to tbe will of tbo Almigbty, oonlident tbat, 
as bo bsi disposed my beart to wisbaboTO all tbings to please 
Urn, ii win not be disoppointed in tbe desire, wbaterer may 
bo bis appointed means. Tbe embraeing a religions life bas 
boon, from tbo time I was in Legbom, so mneb my bope and 
eonsoktion, tbat I would at any moment bave embfaoed all 
tbo difienltios of again crossing tbo oooan to attain it, little 
imsginbg it conid bo aooomplisbod bore. But now my obil* 
drea are so oironmstanoed tbat I eonld not die in peao e (and 
yon know, dear sir, we must make erciy preparation) ozoopi 
I foil tbo fttll conTietiott I bad done all in my power to 
sbield tbem from it : in tbat case it wonid bo easy to eommit 
tbem to Qod.'' 

Wbilo Mn. Beton #ae oonsnlting Bisbop Carroll in re- 
gard to tbo ^Important arrangomont suggested by Mr* D«- 
Umrg, tbis gintloman was conferring witb tbo Rer* Messn 
Natlgnott and Cberorus, of Boston, upon tbe same inbjeel 
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After baTing weigbed tbo matter attentirely, tbey came to 

tbe eondnsion tbat ber Canada sebome sbouM be abandoned, 
and tbat it would bo preferable to exert ber taknts in tbe 

way proposed by Mr. Duboufg. BIr. Cbercms wrote to ber, 
" hoping tbat tbis project would do better for ber family, and 
being sure it would bo rety eonducivo to tbo progitn of re- 
ligioB in tbis eountiy." Ii was tbe opinion, bowercr, of 
tbesc distingnisbod cfeigymen tbat tbe execution of tbe do- 
mgn sbonid not bo procipitate; and tbey tbcrefore adrined 
ber, tbrongb Mr. Dubourg; " to wait tbe manifestation of tbo 
Ditlne will— (be will of a Fatber most tender, wbo will not 
b}t go tbe cbild afraid to step alone." Tbe wise forctbougbt 
of Dr. MaUgnon led bim to bdiere tbat Mra. Soton was 
called, in tbe designs of Qod's proridonce, to bo tbo instru- 
ment of some special mercies tbat be wisbcd to diupcnse to 
tbo Cbnreb in tbis oountiy. " I bsTc only to pray God," bo 
wrote to ber, "to blem your tIcws and bis, and to giro you 
tbe grace to fttlil tbem for bis greater glo^y. JToa are iff.. 
iiMif, lihinkt/wnmeffreatffootl in ike Vniitd Siain, and 
here you sbouM remain in preference to any otbcr location 
For tbe rest, Ood bss bis moments, wbiob wo must not seek 
to anUcipate, and a prudent dcbiy only brings to maturity 
tbe good desiros wbicb bo awakens witbin us.'* Bisbop Cbr- 
roH, in answer to Mra. Seton's inquiries, informed ber tbat, 
although bo was enUroly ignorant of all particulan, yet, to 
approTO the plan of Mr. Dubourg, it was enough for him to 
know tbat it bad tbe eoneurronoe of Dr. Matignon and Mr. 
ChoToms. 

Mr. Dubourg, whose penetrating mind and enterprising 
spirit wore so instrumental in shaping tbo destiny of Mra. 
Seton, was bom in 1766, at Cape Fran^ais, in tbe isfauid of 
Bt Domfaigo. HaTing been sent to France for bis oduea- 
tion, bo tbere embraced tbe eochmastical sUte, and wect 
through his eourse of study in a seminaiy of St. Sulpitiua. 
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.Boot after kit eleTaium to tlie priortliood. ke wti eompelM 
to ij fniBi thai oonnirj by iko Tiolont penooaUoa wkiek 
was iken faging against religioii and its niniataiii and ke 
wont to Spain, wkore ke lived for two joava. He tken tm 
Larked for tke United States, wkere not bng after kia ar 
riral ke beeame a neniber of tke Society of St. Sttlpitlna, 
al Baltimore.*'^ Tke year after, (1700,) ke waa appointed 
by Biskop Carroll president of tke eollege at Georgetown, 
wkiek, nnder kia direction and witk tke aid of able profea- 
aors, aecfnircd a kigk repntation before tke public. Tke Snl* 
pitkws karing opened a collegiate establiakment in IlaTana, 
Mr. Dnbonrg waa sent to tke aid of kia bretkren ii| tkat 
city in 1708; bat cinmmstanees kaving combined to fma- 
trate tkeir effbrts, ke rotnmcd tke following year to Balti« 
more, wkere in eonjaetion witk kia conft^rt$ ko commenced 
an institation for tke edneation of yontk, and laid tke fonn« 
dation of St Mafy*s Gollego. Tke design was oneoaragod 
by kia snperion, particularly m it was koped tkat tke eeta- 
bliskment would fumisk candidates for tkeeoclesiastieal state. 
Mr, DnkouTg kad brougkt witk kim from Cuba aereral young 
men, wko witk otkors from tke mmn country were tke first 
pi^ila of St. Mary's. American youtka were not admitted 
in tke keginning, as tke rising institution at Qeoigctown 
was eonskkffod amply suficient for tke wanta of tke students 
fumiaked ky tke United States. Full of energy, BIr. Du* 
kourg erected on tke sominaiy grounds spacioua buildings, 
wkiek were spooially adapted to tke purposes of a coUegtate 
eatakliskmeat, and tke incroaaing petronago of tke puklie 
aooa gate eridenco tkat kia Tiews and efforts were duly ap- 
praeialed and would lead to permanent usefulness. 

A mind like kis — of quiok perception and comprekenaire 
gn«p, fertile In expedients and gononlly kappy in tke 
aaleotkoB of aiek aa were meat eflectivo— ^uld not fkil to 
diaeofor In Mrs. Scton a woman of superior wort k, and one 
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wkeae eminent qualitica mtgkt be employed witk tke meal 
signal advantage to religion and society. On kcr part, Bin. 
Sotott waa muck amascd at tke idea of kcr being considered 
a fit instrument for promoting tke interest of tke Ckurck ; 
kccauso ske waa far from forming a just estimate of kcr 
own abilities. Ske knew, kowcrer, tkat tke ways of God 
are very different from tkeseof men, and »kc bowed submis* 
alvely to kis designs In relation to kcr, hoping by the patk 
of obedience to ascertain and fulfil thcin. In a kttcr to Mr 
Flliceki, after stating tke views of Mcastp. ^Intigiion and 
Ckeverus tkat ske was destined to forward the progress of 
tke true fidtk, ske adds : — "The very idea is enough to turn 
a atronger brain ; but I know very well He sees difTercntly 
f^rom amn, and, as obedience is his favorite service and can* 
not lead me wrong, according to the old rule I kwk ncitker 
bekind nor before, but straight upward, without thinking of 
human ealcuhitions.*' In this way she resigned herself en* 
tirely into the hands of God, awaiting the further orders of 
his providence, to be disposed of as he might indicate through 
the voice of her superiors. 

Urged by tho counsels of individuals so fully entitled to 
her confidence end respect, Mrs. Scton did not hesitate to 
relinquish the idea of removing to Canada. The opinion of 
BIr. Philip FUiccki, wkom ake kad also consulted, furtkcr en- 
couniged kcr in tke renunciation of tkat project and eonaolcd 
kcr for tke failure of kcr kopca. About tke beginning of 
November, 1807, in replying to a letter which she had re- 
ceived from kim, ske says :-^" Your letter is indeed a cordial 
one I often read it to encourage and strengthen me In tke 
disappointmont of not being pcnnitted to fulfil the so long 
anticipated removal of my family to Canada; which plan, 
originating in the benevolence ond precautions of your An- 
looio for our welfare, had been long contemplated in my 
lomale fancy (wkiek you know must be active) aa one of Ike 
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■wwl diipoiitioM of PhnrkloBeo tnong tbo maiij it Iim 
efbelod fa w tibrmigb bim. B«i jonr optnioiii added to 
Um vnHod •ODtimeiiif of tbow penoM wbooo will is nij kwi 
hM braishod oren tbo tboogbtf of it, (roluDtarilj indvlgodi) 
tbovgb MtvTBlly tbflj preoeDt tbonsdrot on crery oeession 
of diftevHj to ffoqvottt in tbo ptrtiotibir dioation in wbicb 
wo tro pkeed. Quito snio I tm, monj would twait us tboro; 
but tbcj eo«ld sctreelj be combined of materials so repulsiro 
lo my nature/' 

Wbile in tbis state of suspense, looking forward to tbo 
upportuniUes tbai God would send bor for aeeomplisbing tbo 
pbB of Mr. Dubourg, Mrs. Beton's position in Now York 
beeano more diAeult and embarrassing. In tbo fall of 
1807, tbo board of tbo students sttending Blr. Harris's 
sebool, wbieb wo bare mentioned before, fell abort of tbo 
Hwiatenaaoo of bor fiimilj: tbe bojrs wbo lodged in bcr 
establisbneni wore Yorj unfit companions for bcr cbildrcn; 
and tbeir parents, diseorering ber inabilitj to control tbem, 
tbougbt tbat tbo adTantagos of tbeir situation were mucb 
lessened bj tbis circumstance, and compbiined personally on 
tbo subject, so tbat bor remaining in it was a matter of fiiTor. 
Add to tbio tbat tbo academj of Mr. Ilarris was to continue 
tor throe jemi longer, Mrs. Soton's eipenscs in fuel snd 
bouso-rent wore enormous, ber cbildren were prercntcd six 
UMBtbs In tbe jear from attending tbe senrices of tbe Cbureb, 
aud abe berssif oonld assist st tbem onlj witb inconrenicnce, 
tbougb to bo present st tbo ofllces of religion was ber onlj 
oeafcri In tbis state of tbings, Mrs. Scton, urged on tbe 
OM band bj tbo abortoomings of bcr roTonue and on tbo 
otber bj tbo spiritual dangers to wbieb ber cbildron wore 
oipoiedy after baring coBforred witb ber pious snd cnllgbt> 
ened friend, Mrs. Bany, and receiTod tbe express direction 
of tbo Bor. M|r. Sibourd, wrote to Bisbop Carroll to aolieit 
Us ndtiee In ao important an emergency» For berself, as 
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abo aald, abe was well aasurod tbat diflicultics and crowoa 
were tbo best companions of a Cbristian, and were pcculiarlj 
neeessafy to keep ber yicwb in tbo rigbt direction; but sbo 
was eompellod to ekim bis indulgence in a consideration ao 
intlmatelj connected witb tbe bappinoss of ber dear ont$, 
8bo tberoforo unfolded to biin all tbe circumstancea of ber 
case tbat sbo migbt be guided entirolj bj bis dccbion. 
But tbo bumble and filial manner in wbicb sbo approacbcf 
bim is wortbj of particubr notice. After stating tbe roa* 
sons wbicb induce ber to encroach upim bis Taluable time, 
abe aajs: — ^"Now then, dear sir, I imagine you seated in 
your elbow-chair, and mj poor self at your feet; and in tbe 
first pkee tell you, from the time Filicchi nieutioned bis 
resolution that my boys abould go to Montreal, I bare con« 
mdcred it as a shelter offered us by IVoYidence for the safety 
of my little girls, in respect to their faith, and security when 
it shsll please Qod to remoYo me from them. You know 
their sitiution and dangers from their connections; there- 
faro it Li useless to mention it, or nty own view of advancing 
my own s:ilration. The means of executing this plan 
amount to six hundred dollan per annum, as certain, and 
liberty to claim twice that sum from the subscription Ftlicchi 
obtained for us; also in the hands of 3Ir. M., five hundred 
dollars present. I have certainly the hope that ray talcnta, 
puch as they are, might be made useful in the instruction 
of cbildron snd sssist our maintenance." She then dctaib 
the dilBculties of her positiou ss mentioned above, and pro- 
ceeds with tbe following statement: — '<Tbe sacrifiocs I 
should make in leaving this pbec are centred in tbe dear 
eonverted sister, who now lives with her brother, (the other 
dear girls are not permitted to see mc,) and the dear Barrys, 
wbo are individually dearer to mo than any friend I have. 
For every other eonnection, they have So mucb distrust and 
tttspicion of my ehancter, considering, and justly, tbat 
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erwy aoiioii is iBTolred in mj roligkNU prineipW, ibai (bcj 
eortalnlj would nthor oonsidor it m • roliof| If ihoj know I 
WM in A siiaaiioii eonfommblo to mj own poaoo. If yon 
think it best lo wairo all dalieaej witb rospcei to (boso 
gentfonum wbo omploj mo, and not Iobto ibo pbice without 
their dlsmiarioni maWng the best of cironmstanees notil 
aono providential cbango takea pkee, I ahall fool OTory 
thing raeonoiled bj your deoiaton, and in eTOfy eToni be 
eoBYineed it la the will of God. If yon think the boya may 
p ro p er ly be romoYcd to MontToal, and that I may roraore 
with them, it will be my greatest aocurity to bo anthoriied 
by yonr Judgment and pcrmiaaion." Mrs. Soton relbrrcd 
again to the pkn of settling in Canadai aa it was probably 
the only one that appeared to her praeticablo in the im- 
mediate urgeney of her oaao. The answer whiuh Bishop 
Oarron returned at tbia important juneturo was oharaetcr- 
iaed by his usual wisdom and prudence. He informed 
Mn. Soton that her two aons at Qoorgotown CoUcgo were 
doing mAl*, but that if six hundred doUan a year would bo 
suAoient at Montreal for their education and maintenaneOi 
and that of her amiable daughters, it was a groat indnoe- 
ment for her to remore thither, where her talcnta would bo 
highly useful, if the good ladioa of the eonrent would em* 
phiy them. He stated, howoYor, an objection to this phin, 
which, ho thonghty desenrod attentiTe conaidoration. ''If 
your girb^" be aaked, "become dissatisfied and unhappy at 
Montreali or their health injured by the climate, so that yon 
shonki be obligod to hsarc it, (for yon oould not consent to 
let them depart without you,) are you confident of being 
enabled to ro-ostablish yourralf at New Yorkf" This was 
a <i«eBtion which required to be satisfactorily answered to 
her own mind. As to the eontract ahe had entered into 
with the Bof I Mr. Harris, principal of the school, Bishop 
Oarroll remarked: — ''Snrelyi my dear madam, if yon can* 
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Boi fulfil your engagements without exposing your dear 
daughtm to improper company and occasions dangeiotis to 
the purity of their minds, you ought to take effectual mca- 
sures to perraade the gentleman to consent to release you 
from your engagemcnU : after which, motives of economical 
prudooce seem to roquiio of you to make a trial of Montreal, 
after being well assured that you hare not been miMinfumied 
as to the expense; for indeed it is incredible to mo that it 
can be so moderate." 

These directions from Bi«hop Carroll wcro received by 
Mrs Seton about the beginning of Docentbor, 1807. In the 
folk>wing spring the difliculties of her pcnsionate already 
mentk>ned had become still more embarraming, and, having 
abandoned the idea of removing to Canada, alio was patiently 
awaiting the fuHher manifestation of Divine riovidcnee in 
her regard, sure that it would point out to her aoine other 
way when the proper time arrived. Such was the situation 
of her affain when she Incidentally mot with the Rcr. Mr. 
Dttbouig at the residence of a gentleman who was their 
common friend. Bf r. Dubouig bavbg, in the courM of con- 
remtion, mentioned some particuhm respecting the pro- 
perty of the college over which he presided, and the vacant 
h)tB of ground behmging to it, Mrs. Seton remarked, in a 
jesUBg way, "I will eome and beg." These careless words 
Bftorward induced an exphmation of her exact position In 
New Toik; «'snd," observes Mra. Seton, " Mr. Dnboui^, in 
Corosting himself for us as he does for even the loast of God's 
oreaturos to whom he may bo useful, said decidedly, 'Come 
to us, Mrs. Seton, we will assist you in forming a phin of life 
which, while it will forward your views of contributing to 
tho support of your children, will alao ahclter them frem the 
dangers to which they are exposed among their Protestant 
oonnaetions, and also afford you much moro eonsobtion in 
the exereise of your faith than you have yet enjoyed. Wo 
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•Iw wUi toform a snmll aobool for tho promotion of raligloM 
iiitlnieiion for rach ebildron whoM pftrenif tro inieNsiod in 
Ihal point' YonmajbcBaro,Iobjoetodon]jrwaniofta]ontii; 
lo wfcieli bo ropliod, 'We want czamplo moro tlian talonts.' " 
It la oasj to imagino how ddigbtod Bin. Soton moat baro 
boon bj thia genorooa inrttation from Mr. Dnbovfg, par- 
tiodarij wbon bo aamirod bor tbat bor two aona wonld li« 
admitted into 8t Marjr'a Colicgo witbont any expenao. Dr. 
Matignon and Bf r. Cbevonu were immediatelj eonanitod in 
relation to tbe projcet, and tbcy expresaed at once their 
deeided approbation of it. Tbe bitter, in tbe name of both, 
^dranod a letter to Hra. Seton without dclaj, in which be 
obtWTod i-^'Booh an eatabliabment would bo a publie benefit 
fcr rdigien, and, we hope, a real advantage to yourwif and 
imiaUo ibmiljr. We inflnitelj prefer it to year pmjeet of 
wtwU In Hontrad/' At tbe aame time, Mw. Seton eon- 
fcffod with iome of her frienda in New York, who were alao 
if opinion tbat bor romoral to Baltimore waa an exeollont 
•obeaM; and aho therefore determined to leave her native 
eltjr, and to aeek elaewbero for beraelf and her fiimilj tbat 
teapoftl naintonaneo and roligionfl aeonritj which were 
not attainable in tbe botne of her ehildhood. In the a^ 
mngoment af tbe pbin, wbleb now wholly engremed the 
wind af Mr. Dnbonrg, be auggeatod the expedleney of roni* 
ing a two4tory briok bouae whieb bad been rocently bnib 
Mr St. Mary'a Somlnaiy, and waa well auitod to the objeet 
•ontompbited. Uo thought tbat tbh wouM bo tbe moat 
pradent atop in tbe beginning, and tbat tbe exporicneo of the 
im year would enable bor and bor frienda to judgd more 
oometly of tbe pvoper meaauroa to be taken ibr tbe cata. 
bUabaNiii of ber inatitntion on a mon estenalYo footing. 
But the Mbwing lottor whieb be wmto to ber on tbe 27tb 
•f May, 1808| yrttl abow mere in detail tbe eharaetor of tbe 
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batltutlon wbleb be p tepeaed, and tbe roaoureea which aba 
bad to depend on. 

"From your eateemcd iaTor received yesterday, I eon- 
dude there la no further obotacle in tbe way tlian the ulti- 
mate deciaien of your New York frienda aa reipccia the 
time of your removal. I cannot but approve the delicacy 
and moderation with which you wiah the wlinks affair to be 
eonductcd with every peraon eonnoctcd with you. I only 
aay, with Mr. Wilkes, 'the aooner will be tbe better.' Hut, 
to be perfectly explicit, and cnaUo you to be ao with your 
frienda, I think I ought to enter into a minute detail of tbe 
parte of the plan which I eonceive to be tho nMiet prudent to 
purrae in the beginning and in the acqncl. I have already 
atoted tbat I thought it premature to purchaac a houac. 1 
wouhl rent one fur the flrat year. Thia afmcc of time would 
be auflkient to obtain an anawor from Italy,* and othcrwiMe 
lo make a trial of our atrongth and of our pmapcetii. Tlie 
fpMftion about the bouae would only lie whether we aliouM 
prafor one whieb bi eontiguoua to our eliapcl, but hardly 
large enough to accommodate eight bonrdcni and your own 
Ibmily, to another about two hundred yarda distant, in which 
you could eaaily kidgo twenty, but whose rent would be 1400, 
Inatead of I2<>0, which the former would be. I am inclined 
to think the amaller bouae wouhl be auflicicnt for one year, 
bociuae I do not fool extremely anxioua to ace the number 
af your pupila Incroaacd with too great rapidity. The fewer 
you will have In tbe beginning, the lighter your taak, and 
the eaaier it will be to cataMi^b tbat apirit of regukrity and 
ptoty which muat be tbe maln-apring of your machine. 
Tbere aio In tbe country enough, and perbapa too manyi 
mixed aeboola, In wbleb ornamental aeeompliabmonta are the 
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onljr objects of odaoAilon : wo hftTO none, ikal I know, wlion 
tlMii oeqiiLiittoii b oonnceicd wtih and mado sttboorTieBl to 
pioMt iiMtraotton; and toch a one jon cortainlj wish joan 
to be. To cflTcct it, mj opinion is that nono bvt Caiholie 
girb, or sneh as would bo porratttod by tboir parents to re- 
eeire a Catholie education, shonld obtain admittance in it. 
Tmo it is that, the number of such being small, it would per- 
hapi take seteral /cars before the income of the pensions 
would be equal to the expense. To snpplj the doficioncj 
we must depend on Providence, which has already given you 
Buftelent eneouragement, in the generous offers of your Leg- 
horn friend, to save us the imputation of rnshness. If one 
yoaiS experionee persuades us that the establishment is 
likely to succeed in {promoting the grand object of a Catholic 
and virtuous education, and if it pleases Almighty God to 
give you, your good Cecilia, and your amiable daughter, a 
relish for your liinetions and a roeolution to devote your- 
selves to it, so as to secure permanency to the institution, 
we will then consult Him about the means of perpetuating 
it, by the assooiation of some other pious ladies who may be 
aniumtad with the same spirit, and submit all our ideas to 
your worthy friends and protectois. If they approve of 
them, a lot on our ground will not be wanting, on which we 
nay, littU Ig IMe, erect the buildings which the gradual in- 
eroase of the institution may render necessary." 

Under the guidance of ibis lealous and enlightened eoele- 
riastiey Mra Soton hastened to prepare herself to set out for 
the ftold of her future exertions. The day before she left 
New York, he wrote to her, animating her to enter with seal 
and eonfidenee upon the course which she had determined 
upon: "I remain," says he, ''more and more satisfied that, 
even were you to fail in the attempt you are going to make, 
it ii the will of Ood you should nuke it, so groat is the num- 
ber of eirenmetameei eoneurring in its fiivor Among othen 
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I tannot help being struck at the unanimity of all your 
fKends, both worldly and spiritual, in recommending and 
encouraging it, and particukriy at the eagerness with which 
evcfj member of our community has received the overtures 
I have made them on the subject There is not one of my 
respected brethren* but anticipates the grcatcNt advantages 
frMB the meditated institution, snd is ready to promote it to 
the full extent of his powcra. JjCt us then now place our 
whole oonfidence in him who chooses thus to make us know 
his holy will, and be ready to meet with joy every contradic* 
tion or ill suecess which might attend our compliance." After 
expressing his approbation of Miss Cecilia 8cton's accom- 
panying lier sister, he continues : — " BIy sister is eager to 
lock you in her arms, and to form with yon a connection 
which even death will never dissolve. My little niece has 
written to her namma in the effusion of her joy at the ap- 
proach of a new mamma and a new fiunily of sisten. She 
shares (and it hi not saying little) in all the sentiments of 
veneration and affectionate regard for yon which glow in the 
breast of your ever devoted friend." ' 
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tmi Ml hm wrivtl— Iler mm rmnored lo 61 llMj'f •ollsf*— AIImi. 
Umm iMtlrtd hj Imt— IlAppisea la li«r mw tiUuUloii— Letter frna 
Mr. FlWctli l - 8k 9 irrltM to hlM^IIlt g«Mro»llj— CommoneMMal af 
M MftiMajr— •BxtreitM of Iht mImoI— Rot. PcImt Bftlwde— FInt eoM- 
WibImi— llki narrfoi Sttoa— Mn. Betoa'f alteeliaMBi to her Mia bw 
■ii toi i Pl t^ y af Mki Ooellto Sttoa— C otrwpaai w ct beivMii btr a«4 
Mn. Sttoa— Mn. Seton'f inl Mtoetoto— RMiarkalito e olMfOenc*^ 
P r^let l 91 a wmIi af tbftrit/— Mr. SmmmI Cooptr— l*iirelMiM of liiiiH 
MW BwMtUibwf— B«T. Jolis IhiMv—BefliiiiliiKf of Uu 8t M«rj*t 
<MKft-Pradtott4Ni tf Rtr. Mr. ClMTfn»— Mrr. 8«toii li JoIbW by 
t t bi w H tr bmUlly— CotUiM6 mi4 titrolMt af tb« •Ittort— Mr^ 
Seton hM§ humH ij ?««— Nmm af tito toeMj— F«rtb«r mmmIam 
^U\m Gftnto Seton'f ■to k aee t Mi4 rojagt to IMtiwore— MoCber 8etoa 
lief btr to Bawe t t i b a n Her eleter Ibrrtof f e — ?et i kHi. 



IIavino oompleied hor AmngomcDto for leaving Now 
forki Mn. Solon, with boir throe dtughtorsy ombftrkcd for 
BnltiBiore in n paokot on tho 0th of Jnno, 1808. What 
wora tho mddening relloetiona which nemory recalMi and 
the 0? erpoworing omoiions of her heart, in knnehing again 
vpoB the oeoan, it would bo dtffienlt to deaeribo. She eovid 
■ot aee the dioros of hor iiatiTe eitj rooodtng from her view 
without drawing the oontrMt between the eironniataneea un- 
der whioh ahe had loft it at a former period and her proaeat 
aitoatioa. Then ahe waa beloved and ohoriBbod bj a nnme- 
RNM fiunilj, whoae tender regarda and warmeat STmpathtea 
teeonpaaled her to a diatant eliroe; now ahe waa an 
tuteaati al It weroi hum that aoeiety in whoae afeetiona aha 
had lived Ibr ao maaj jean. She waa an exile from the 
pfaMO of her Hrth; and her dopartaroi inatoad of being ade- 
<|iatel/ aoothed bj the kind attentiona of ber natnnd friendai 
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waa imther a aubjcet of eongnitnhitton for tho unrelenting 
bigotty of manj among them. Bat Mn. Seton'a faith waa 

«rttl to the fiery ordeal thnmgh which ehe had to pan. On 
beard of the reasol ahe waa kindly treated by all her fellow- 
tnTollon, which prompted hor to ponr forth her heaH in 
gntitude to God, and to make a freqnent offering of hornelf 
that he might diapoee of her according to the dcsigna of hia 
proridenee. Much of her Ume during the paasago waa f>ponl 
in pmyer and acta of reaignation to the divine will; and aa 
ahe drew near the end of her voyage, and thonght of the 
new career ahe waa about to enter upon, in the midat of 
atnngen, ahe threw licnelf with an entire confidence into 
the arma of Providence, buiying all can and aolicitude in 
the refiection that ahe waa purauing the eonrm marked out 
to her by the will of Ood. "To-morrow do I go among 
■trangenf No. Haa an anxioua thonght or fear pamcd 
my mind r No. Can I be diaappointed r No. One sweet 
aaerifiee will reunite my aoul with all who offer it. Boubt 
and fear wiU fiy from the breast inhabited by Him. There 
eao be no diaappointment where the soul's only dcaire and 
expeetotion is to meet hia adored will and fulfil it" Such 
were the fervent aentimenta that accompanied Mn. Seton to 
her uew q>here of kbor, and which were not a liule en- 
hanced by the religious ceremonial at which ahe assisted im- 
mediately on her arrival in llalUmore. Having reachod the 
wharf hte at night on Wedneaday, June 16, ahe did not 
leave the vcskI until the following morning, when a carriage 
eouvqrod her and her children to St Mary'a chapel, for the 
puipeae of aasiating at the holy sacrifice of mass, for it waa 
the feaal of Goipua Chriati, and the day on which the beanti- 
fU ehureh attached to St Maiy'a aemiaary waa dedieatod to 
the aarvioe of Ood. Tba aplandor and aolamnity of the ce- 
remony awakened the BMMt lively impreniona in Mn. Seton, 
wheae feelingi were alsMat overpowered by the aeene.' 
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After the Mrrioo she was introduced to • new etrde of 
friendly fiom whom sho met that warn and cordial receptioo 
which made her feel perfect!/ at home. 

A few days after her arriral in Baltimore, she went to 
Qeofigetown for the pnrpoeo of remoTing her two sons from 
the college at that place to the institotion nnder the charge 
of Ber. Mr. Dnhoarg. Here thejr were rooeiTed free of ex- 
pense, and thej enjojed at the same time the adtantago of 
thai maternal Tigilanec which, when exercised with wisdomi 
is a eonsiderahle help in the training of the yonthfol heart 
Mrs. Seton was a woman of that sterling sense which pro- 
Tented the proximity of her hojs to her own residence from 
heeoming an obstacle in the way of their oollcgiate duties. 
Her tflection for them oonld not be snrposBcd; bnt it was 
tempered and goremed, in its outward manifestations, by that 
wise discrimination which knows the iojnrious effect which 
pniental indnlgenee too often produces, in counteracting the 
adutiiy influence of academical discipline upon the disposi- 
tioB and habits of young penwns. 

Mis. Seton's oonYorsion had excited a good deal of atten 
lion; but het remotal to Baltimore, with a riew to conduct 
n Unude academy, added to the interest with which she was 
looked upon by a kige cbss of the community. Many pe^ 
sons of the flnt respectability called to see her, some per- 
haps through motives of curiosity, others from higher eon- 
stdnaltoBS, to offer the tribute of respect and to welcome 
her in their midst. Among those who waited on her, 
Oohmel John Eager Howard, former govomor of Maryhmd, 
aid one of the weaHhicil eitisens of Baltimore,* deserres 
hoMfuble iMntion. Mr. Howard paid her a risit, and, en- 
tertaining a partieuhr regard for her and her fiunily, with 
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whom ho was acquainted, he offered her a homo in his ele- 
guit mansion in the suburbs of the city, promising also to 
edueste her sons and daughteni as his own. A proposal 
like this she could not but oonsidcr as a noble act of gene- 
rosity on the part of Mr. Howard, and she duly testified her 
grateful sense of the kindness ; but in thanking him she 
politely declined secepting it, observing that she had not left 
the world for the purpose of entering it again. The visits 
which were paid to Mrs. Seton sho would willingly hare dis- 
pensed with had she consulted only her love of recollection 
snd retirement ; but she folk>wed in this the advice of her 
diroctoTi, who thought it better that she should not refuse 
herself to those who called on her. But she found chiefly 
among the reverend clergy warm and eflicient friends, who 
looked upon her as an instrument in the hands of God for ad- 
vancing in a special manner the interests of his holy Church. 
The vencrabk) Bishop Carroll was delighted to find himself 
in the midst of her little family circle, and they wcro ef|ually 
ovcijoyod by the paternal kindness which that excellent pro- 
late always manifested toward them. 

Although Blrs. 8eton was now separated from her rchh 
tivcs and surrounded by persons whose aef|uaintauce she 
had but recently formed, her situation was so preferable in 
cvciy rospect that she could scarcely believe her own happi- 
ness. A eomfortable dwelling and well adapted to her pur- 
pose, numerous and influential friends, who took the liveliest 
interosi in her welfare, the brightest prospects of success, 
every heart earosstng her, ^' the look of peace and love on 
every eountenanee," and, above all, her ckee proximity to Si. 
Mary's ehspel, which afforded every facility for devotional 
exereisos,— all this, so different from whst she hsd experienced 
in New York, caused her heart to overflow with* joy and 
thankfulness. Writing io a friend a short time after her 
change'of rosideneo, sho ssys :— " I find the difference of situn- 
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liott M groai thai I can Bcarocljr bolioYO ii ia iho aamo ox- 
latoaee. All ihoao liUlo doar ailentiooa of human lifo whiek 
I wai oniirelj wcanod from aro bow mj dailj portion from 
Um ikmil j of Mr. Duboarg, wlioae sister and mother are nn- 
woariod in their oare of ns. The little neeeamitics which I 
eannol afford are dailj sent to ns, as a part of their fiunilj, 
and in eroiy respect roj condition is like a new hoing. The 
fenoo of our honndaiy is the onlj diTision from a beantiftil 
ehapeli which Is open ftom dajlight till nine at night. Our 
house is rerj neat, placed hctwcen two orchardsi and two 
miles from Uie eity.^My prospects of an cstahlishment I 
Icare to Qod Ahnightj." 

So great an improYcment in the situation of 3Irs. Seton 
was too important im orent not to he immediately comronni- 
eated to her friends at Leghorn. No perwn on earth was 
more ready to ahare her jej or to sympathixe in her sorrows 
than Mr. Anthony Filieehi; and, while she was penning a 
letter to inform him of the change that had taken place, the 
following expression of his doTotcd friendship, in answer to 
a prerious communication from her, was on its way to her 
ttwn Italy. ''You aro right, yon are hut just, in neror ad- 
mitting, (as you declare in your last letter,) among your 
fears and thoughts, the criminal one of my ever haring less 
Interest or aifeetioB for my rirtuous American sister, my 
hoasCed of holy oonrerts. In spite of distance and of the 
Interruptod eorrespondence of which you complain, you 
nerer heforo were so present in my mind, never so purely 
deep in my heart as now. As wo hoth grow old, our com* 
aott endi heuTen, must draw us daily nearer each other, till 
we meet again, and shall shake hands together, to part no 
mora. • ^ . I i^oiee in the good hehaYior and improrement 
of your hoys and girls. A Christian education will ho the 
heat inheritanee you can leare to them. • . • My friends, the 
MwmyUf hate lepeatod orders fhmi me to supply whaterec 
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might he wanting in others. You must call on tlicm as 
rrgulariy as agreed on hetwecn us, and as often as you 
Biay he in want If you attempt to disregard your brother's 
direction in this respect, I will not write you any mote. I 
will tiy not to think of you, if poe»ible. My means aro to- 
day double of what they were at the date of my subflcription.^ 
In the unlTcrsal stagnation of trade, fortunate speculations 
hare largely made up for the loss of our usual consignments 
from the United States. A special Providence is visible in 
every step of ours. If you arc heard so much in heaven in 
my behalf, ahould I be so ungrateful as to descH you on 
earth f It is mortifying indeed to rccekc, but mortification 
is the duty of a ChristUn." 

To a friend who felt so lively an interest in her happi. 
ness, the intelligehee of her removal to Baltimore could not 
fail to be most welcome. In apprising him of it she was 
aware that the undertaking she was about to commence 
might It a later period demand considerable expense, and 
prudence required that she should not venture too far with- 
out knowing on what resources she might confidently de- 
pend. She, therefore, wrote to Mr. Anthony Filicchi, to 
consult him in a matter which was in some dcgroe to be com- 
mitted to the generous disposition which he had alrtssdy 
manifested toward her; and it will bo seen that in doing 
this she only anticipated the magnanimous proposals of the 
letter which wo have just cited. After informing him of 
the circumstances which more immediately led to her re- 
moval from New York, and that through the benevolence of 
him and other friends she had been enabled to bring one 
thousand dolkn with her to BalUmore, she adds :~« Here 
we are under the sheltering wing of beings who live only to 
promote the gloty of God and to help the friendless and 

• Tkal 1^ ClM ■••Ml CMlrikiUM af $4H Uwai4 bw raPMrt whiek 
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difltfoswd. I revoTcd my bojs tnm Georgetown luiiiHh 
iBalel/i and Mr. Doboarg has reeeired thorn in tko eolloge, 
free of all eipense to mo, aid I ma/ make luo of joar gone- 
fovi aOowanee to aasiat our maiDtcmiDco. A« our plan 
dooi not admit of taking anj Irat boarden, and thoae Catlio- 
llea^ it eannoi bo forwarded with thai apeed which attonda 
aa inatitntion founded on woridlj Tiewa. Yet there is OYeij 
hope that it will gradually raceoed, aa it ia eommitted mMj 
to the proridenoe of Almightj Ood. Should I, mj dear 
Aatonioi enter into a detail of the effceta of the unezpeetedi 
and to me immenaoi happineaa of Itring in such aocietj aa 
here aummnda la,— ercrj aoul breathing onlj divine ehuiij, 
the aweet oompanj and friendahip of one of the moat amia- 
ble women in the worid, the liater of 9ct. Mr. Dubourg, 
who BuflbiB me alao to call her aiateri — a chapel the moat ele- 
gant In Amerieai and verj little inferior to aome in Floroneai 
ao near mj dwdMng that I can hear the bell at the altar,— 
oh, Fllicehi ! jou who know ao well how to pity jour aiater 
will gladly reeeiTe the account of ihia happj rercrae. The 
gentlemen of the aeminaiy haTC offered to give me a lot of 
ground to build on. It ia propoeed (auppoeing auch an ob- 
ject could be aeeompliahed) to begin on a amall plan, ad- 
mitting of enkrganent if necemary, in the hope and ezpeo- 
tatioB that there will not be wanting ladioa to join in form- 
ing a permanent inatitution. But what can a creature ao 
poor In roaoureea dof I must truat all to Diyino Prori- 
denee. • . . With that fmnkncas I owe to you, from whom 
no thought of my mind ahould be concealed, I dare to aak my 
brother bow flur and to what aum I may look up to younelf 
and houered brother In thii poaition of things f What you 
hare done la ao unmerited by the rocciTcr, what you eon* 
linually aro doing for ua ia ao much more than could in any 
way bi eipeetflid, that I force rnyadf to aak this ^estloni 
wUeh la, boweTer, neeeamry to the roguUri ty of my proceed* 
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Inge and the respect due to these rcTcrend gentlemen who 
interest themselTCS so earnestly in our regard. At all events, 
whaterer may be the result of this letter on your dear heart, 
let it not be a moment checked in the sentiment which is 
my greatest happineaa in this world. Write, I conjure you, 
Antonio; if you think your poor little sister even wrong, at 
leaat pity her, and love her fororer aa ahe does you." 

In thus appealing to the munificent friendnhip of Mr. 
Filicchi, Mra. Seton felt on the one hand that fear, which 
waa. the natural auggcstion of prudence, that she might bo 
presuming too much upon his aid, while on the other she 
was encouraged, by hia noble and ropeated offers, to trust 
laigely in hia aasisUnee. Although his beneficiary, she was 
Induced by hia generous manner to waive all delicacy in 
accepting and even in aolioitang hia kindness. lie found 
w muoh pleaaun in aupplying her wants, he urged her w 
emphatically to draw upon his means, ho rominded her so 
eonatantly that he consid^rod her in a great measure the 
oecaaion of hia inercaaed proeperity in. this world, that he 
made the acceptance of his generosity appear aa much in the 
light of a fovor eonferred upon him aa a service rendered 
to others. All tkia he had manifested in his previous let- 
ters; and hia anawer to Mra. Seton's last communication ^ 
waa equally aignificant of hia aterling and practical friend*^ 
ahip. «I am extremely pleaaed,*' he aays, «in seeing you 
out of New York, among true Chriatiana, surrounded by aU 
your children, and under the holy tuition of such worthy 
perrons aa thoro you mention. To promote the establish* 
ment you intimato, ae much approved of by my Chevetua 
and Matignon, you will pleaae to draw on our friends, J. 
Murray k Bona, of. New York, for one thousand doUaiUi 
charging the aame to the aeoount in the world to come of 
my brother Philip and of your brother Antonio. If aome* 
thinf more ahould be wanted, you are oommanded to quotf 
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H to mo pUnlj and poeltirolj. Tour prajerj hare m mvek 
bdtond our ai«rauiiilo impoiiMieo bora bolow, iliaty in i»pilf 
oCall AeenibargMty politkal aadoonmeroial inmbkH whiek 
!»▼• cMHod and will ctMO IIm vtter rain of nuuij, wo poo* 
MM groitor menni DOW iluui boforo, tluuiko loQod| with Um 
MMo VMJtonblo good-will." 

Ahhongh Nfi. SoUm did noi leeoiro Ihii addtOoMd 
toilinMmj of Mr. Fllioohi'o friondship for mony months 
•ller fko bad written to bim, tbo wm wdl Mnored, by bb 
ttBilbm kindnoM, tbnl in omo of nood bit eo^ipention in 
bor nndortaking would bo oboorfnllj and oflkiontlj .bo- 
atowod. Rnoonngod abo by all aronnd bor, abo oponod 
bor boarding^obool for yonng bidiM about tbo boginning 
of Soplambor, and oaaily obtained tbo limited number of 
pupUa tbal abo propoaod to eduMte. Tbo main objoet of 
bar inatHntkm being to impart a aolid religioua inatraetion 
and Ibfm tbo youthful beari to the hnro and praetioe of 
tirtna, only tbo diildren of Catbolio paronia were admitted. 
BealdM morning and evening prayer, tbey aaMted regu- 
boly al tbe boly aaeriftoo of tbo mam and tbo reeitation of 
tbo roaaiy. Tbe remainder of the time waa dorotod to tbo 
nanal branebM of Imnale edueation, m reading, writing, aritb- 
metioi pbdn and ftney needloworfci and tbe Knj;liab and 
Freneb bmguagea. Tbe aludy of tbe Cbriatian doetrine^ 
bewffer, wm tbe prinoipai oljeot of tbeir attention, wbiob 
Nra. Baton endMTorad to impvMi deeply upon tbeir minda. 

Tbougb tbo inatittttion wbiob abo bad opened implied 
on bar put no eUigitiona ariiing from a qweial eonaoem- 
tlott of bonelf to Ood,yol abo kMked forward to tbe bm- 
aMul wben aueb a toeation wouhl be amnifeatod by Difine 
FroridenM; and aba rogukted bor aetiona m if abo bad al- 
f«ad|y eoBUBonoU a Kfo of religioua aeehuion, liring reared 
ftoM tbo world, and applying bemlf only to tbo dutiM of 
bM ohni|e and wbat would tend direetly to tbe adraneo- 
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mont of bor qiiritnal wolfiiro. Ilonee, abo paid no viaila but 
IboM wbiob buainoM or ebarily required. In retirement 
llrom tbe world abo found a Uomod poacc, for abo thereby 
OMapod tbe diatraetiona of accular life, and wm enabled 
more eaally to eommuno with God in the mcditiition of bca- 
Tonly thingi; or, m abo bcraolf czpromM it, she wm **ln 
the aeeret of Qod'a tabernaelo, where akme aafcty wm to be 
fcund, with true liberty and aweet content." Ucr Tiaita to 
the BkaMd Saonnnent were frequent, and she apprMehed 
the holy eoaynunion erery day, unloae aome partienUr eir- 
ouamtauM prerontod it In thia constant attention to holy 
thinga aha found her greatest bappinoM, setting to profit 
tbo mesM of aanetifiMtion which slie enjoyed, and prising 
them aboTO all worldly adrantagoa. We may judge of her 
reeolleetioo, fbrror, and interior joy, from the Unguago 
whieb abo employed in alluding to her spiritual pri?ilegM :— 
''Srefy BMrning at eommunion, liTing in the Tcty wounds 
of our dearest Lord, seeing only his reprosonUtivcs, snd ro* 
osiTing their benediction oontinually.'- 

BesidM the Mbolastie eaerctscs mentioned sboTC, it wm 
usual to read to the pupila erery Friday the namtiTO of our 
SoTiour'a paasien, to infianm their hearts with a becoming 
aeuM of gratitude and lore for their di?ine RedeenMT. 
The religioua inatraetion of the Mhobn wm confided to tbe 
Ber. FMer Babade, of tbe aociety of St SulpitiM, and a 
profeasor at St Maiy'a College. Soon after Mrs. Selott 
formed bia aequaintance, abo d ia eorered in him a apirit eon* 
genial to her own— a nun of riTid fimey and ardent tempera* 
mont» with a franknem and auarity of manner whieb won 
ber entire eonfideneo and led ber to adect him for tbe di* 
roetion of ber eonacienee. Mr. Babade frequently riaited 
the aebodi, and wm the apiritual father and protector of the 
little fiunily of whieb Mrs. Seton wm the bend. In tbo 
^ng of 1809 be prepared aome cf the children for the Ioh 
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pottaiit d«ij of fint oommuDion whieb took place «i Um 
doM of A •piritiial retrott On Uiii oocanon Mn. Soton 
was tiaimpoHod with tho boantj and bolinon of tho aoeoo 
■nmnd her. The iolomnitj of the aoaaon, — it being the paa- 
ehal tine, — the impraniTdacirieos of tboChnroh,and jonth* 
M innoeenee aoaling ita eonaceration to oar Lord bj an in* 
effible nnion with him in the aaerament of bis lore, all com- 
tribttted to enliton her faith and inflame her aool with the 
noet ardent doTotion. Writing to n aiater-in-biw at this 
ihrntf ahe tbna anudea to the spiritual delights whieb die 
enjejed^— ''0 Ceei1| Ceci1| this bcarenl/ daj, and the bea- 
tonly week that is pas t e yeiy hour of Uio week filled with 
SMied sonowl and this day imagine six of ns, the giris all 
in wbitOi as modest as angda, rooolTing firom the banda of 
nor bkasod fkther Babode oar adored Lord* He bad been 
•II the week preparing themi and ererj night ear little 
•hapel has resoanded with love and adoration. This mom- 
ing, in the sobterraneons eliapel of the Blessed Virgin, in 
the Teiy depth of solitude, on the tomb of our Lord,* be 
eelebrated the adorable aaeriflee and dispensed the Sacred 
FiMOfcr. Hia tears fell fast oTcr bis prectoas banda while 
be gSTC it, and we bad liberty to sob aload, unwitnessed bj 
aajf M no one had an idea of oaf going there. What a 
seeBc! Ooold joabatbaTcaharoditl Immediately after, 
the dear Mr. Dubourg came down, and said the mass of 
IhaaksglTbg, serred bj our father Babade, whese graj 
balfi keked saove Tcnerable than can be ezproased. Erefy 
nlghl we buTe Benediction. Imsglne twentj priests, all 
witt the doTOtloii of aaints, dothed in white, aeoonpanied 
bj the wbde troop of the joang acm in a r iane in surplices 
also^ ill in order, surrounding the Blessed Sacrament ei- 
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liooed, nngiiig the h}*mn of the resunrcetion. When thej 
eooM to the words, 'Peace be to dl here,' it seems aa if our 
Lord is agdn acting o?er the aeene that passed with the 
aasomblod disdples." 

This bappinesB which Mrs. Seton experienecd was a 
sourse of great aatislaction to the few cherished friends 
whom she bad feft on removing to Bdtimofc, — bat pariieu- 
burly to her aistcm-in-kw, whom wo bare droadj mentioiied 
as sympathising warmly in her triala and romdning stead- 
fiuit in their aftction daqnte the frowna of her adversarioa. 
Theae ink and fiuthful rdatifcs, dthougb pained by the 
sepaiatioB which deprired them of her ydned society, ro- 
Jdeed for her sake thai she bad found, at a distance from 
her natire pbMW, inerossod bappineas for herself and lior 
children. Miss Harriet Seton wrote to her immediately 
after her departure from New York in the meat affectionate 
stnun. After espresdng the intendty of her suffering by 
the loss die bad sustoined, dm addaz^^'But why abould I 
hafe but one pangf When I can already riew you in the 
boaom of bappineas, csn fancy I ace your dear countenance 
brighten with jcy when presdng to your breast your sweet 
little boys, for a asomont I oan alwosC cease to regret your 
absence; but, when reflecting that that absence, in dl 
human probability, may be an etemd one, I shudder. I sm 
resohred to thbk so no more: itcsnnot be. He is too good 
and generous to permit a separation between those who 
lore him so tendoriy : by some means or other he will surely 
unite us. I will ding to that dear hope with ednfldenee. 
It will support me under CTcry trid, be the soother of crory 
pab." These words, though not prophetic, wore prodictire 
of truth. Erery thing seemed to oppose the prospect of her 
erer bdng united with Mrs. Seton in this life; and, sur- 
rounded ss she was by the gsy and fimhionsble society of 
New York, greatly admired for ber personal charms^ and 
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«Iom1j wtkliod bj hor fiunilj on aoooiioi of her koown pio* 
ferenoe for ike Catliolio roligion, iho fearod thtl Umm 
obitedeimighlpioTe thocMiaooCaacioriuilBeiNiniiaoii frooi 
hor whom tho to mneh lorod. Id addiiaon to this, the had 
pledged her heart and hand to a atop-brothcr of Mrs. Soton, 
who was net a Oatholie,^« eironmaianee whieh would onlj 
hare iaereaaod the difionltioa to bo eneonntered in the 
OTont ef her determination to embraee the tme faith. Tet 
ahe hoped aa it were againat hope; and, when ahe heard of 
the happineai enjejed hj her rebtive in Baltimore, she waa 
prompted both hy affeetion and a apirit of rdigion to.aigh 
fo a renniott. Alluding to the aeoonnt Mrs. Seton had 
gifeii of the friendahip ahe met with in her new aitnatlon, 
ahe aaji, '< Where ia it, mj belored aiator, jon eonld go 
withottft meetbg with kindnoM and affeetion f Thej moat 
indeed be inaonaible beingi who know jon without knring 
JOS. Yonr deaeriptkm ia deligfatfol. Ktcrj thought, etery 
hope, ilea toward the happj qwt you have pictured. Oh 
thai I mi^ one day bo there, hut not in mj proaent state, to 
h% happy! Lei me enjej the procioui pri?ilogo of aerring 
Qod in jonr bleiaod faith. What comfort can I haTo in 
1^ own, irhen I know there ia a bettorf Doaroat aiator, 
prny for mo alwa/i; nerer forget me when in the chapel. 
EaeoOoet^ al aunaot, I ahall alwaja meet jo« at the loot of 
the enM In the Mmrtrt. What a aweel romeodbrance I" 
Theaa aapiratioua of her Mml, aa we ahafl aae in the aeqnel, 
WHO all roaliaed hy the merciful diapenaationa of Pkorl- 
danea^ in deianee of the obataclea whieh in the natwal 
eouaa of thingi aeemed to render it impracticable. In the 
mean IIbm ahe found alle?iatioB of her pain in eo r re ap end' 
ing with Bin. Seton, and in the aodety of her aiater Cecilm, 
wh^aa we hafe ieen,had ao heroically, at tho age of illeen, 
iHvmphed orer eyery oppoaltion to her union with the 
Chlhelie Ohureh. She thus apeaka of hd> in a letter to her 
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aiater-in-hiw in Baltimore. ^^Notemhtr 29, 1808.— At laal 
I am hero, cleae hy my Cecira elbow,— a situation that men- 
archa might eufy. It ia hero akme that my poor heart feeb 
aome little eoantion ftom pain and aorrow. What anguiah 
the meal acute eouki not be hushed in her dear aocietyl 
Her preaence actually worka a charm upon my mind. I 
nloMMt forget that pain erer found a place in my bcaom. 
Oh, my dearest sbter, if it was so that I could be permitted 
to roBMin, how sweetly we should pan the winter, thinking, 
■peaking, writing to you I The world ahoold be forgot, with 
all its Tarious Tanities, and we ahould \fm ouradTcs in 
thoughts of hearen and you. It ia too much to think of. 
What pleasure, what happiness, could be equal to itf None 
that could giro my heart more real aatisfaction. You know 
I hare been doaely allied to little miaoiy for those four oi 
ire yean past, and need aome conaobtion to keep me from 
going to wrack. Such being the caae, surely my dariing 
win not roAise an innoeent roqueat from one who brea her 
with affeetion that no language can deacribe; it b to bi 
me ahare a portion of your thougfato the 27th of December. 
It must CTor be a day of bitter agony to you; y€a,tousall;* 
but, aa it was the will of our dear Lord, we must bow auh* 
mbsifo and kba the rod. Will you, can you, my sbter, eatt 
lo rsmembranoe that on that day your Harriet waa uaheiod 
into ozbtence, not to rspeoe upon a bed of loaca, but of 
thoma, and for many yean back haa been accustomed to 
■hare your tendereal thoughts and receiTe aome ruba of 
eondud for the new year, acme littb affectionate letter of 
ndfiee and comfort bbndedr I new stand more in need of 
thb than eirer, and ahall sigh for the arrifal of that day thai 
brings me if only one line to say that I waa mnemb e red al 
the fool of the cross." 
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Mn. SdoBi Ml h«r party ODlertained the wamiert aieo- 
CioA fbr her (Mm in New York, and foli the deepest adiel- 
tide Ibr their weUara, eq^eeiallj for tke three who etill re- 
■ained b the Protestant eommnnkm. They were alwajfi 
b her thooghta, and wera dailj eommended to God in her 
fftjen; ''In mj dear, laered eomnranionfly'' she my, 
'' whieh are almeat eretj daj, often mj aoal eriea ont ao 
ttveh for jfoa all that it aeema impoaiihle to ezpreai the do* 
aire In anj worda, hnt a delnge of teata is the onlj relief.'' 
On another oeeaaion, allnding to two of theae ehedahed wonk, 
ahe aajii ''Thej little know what mj aonl endnrea for then* 
Sweety preoiona heiogi I gUdlj, Jojlnll/, wonld their OWn 
aiater glre the laal drop of her hk)od for them !" 

Bnty knowing weU how aenaihlj her ahaenoe waa felt hj 
Miai Oeeilm Seton, the generoos little eonyert to Catholidtj, 
Nib. Seton ardeotlj deaired and prayed that the Almighty 
wonld permit her to join her in Baltimore. This jonng hnt 
eminentlj piona Chriatian had always found in Mrs. Seton 
a beknred eomptaion^ a eonnseUor in her difllonlties, and a 
eonaoler in the honr of trial; and ahe oovld not hnt suffer 
intensely by a aeparation from ao lored and rained a friend. 
Nothing, howereri eonld abate her ferror in the pnctiee of 
leligion. AHbonj^ left alone among her Protestant rela- 
tifeay ahe persey e re d with eonstaney in the faithftil perfemi- 
anee of her duties. Her actions were all reguhted by a rule 
huThig the approbation of her director; and, though its ob- 
serfanee was net always perfectly agreeable to human natursi 
cMHenoe made it ''sweet and eaay/' supporting her continu* 
Jtf with the thought that ahe waa aocomplishing the will of 
Heafuau In the frequentation of the sacraments she found 
her "greateat earthly happiDcss," and her aoal orerflowod 
with sensohtionat the thought of the bleastngs imparted in 
the holy communion. It gare her unspeakable pleasure to 
iear him her dater in Baltimore; but shcidid not too eaaily 



AIRS, r A. SBTOlf. 



227 



yield to the impube of natural affection; to purify her in- 
tention she would sometimes before opening her Ictleis 
offier her heart to Qod or make an act of resignation. Hat* 
ing eheaen a heafenly spouse to whom she had consecrated 
all her affbctionay ahe irmly reaisted the alloremcnti of the 
worid when it sought to withdraw her from that holy life 
which ahe had embnced. Entirely dependent on the care 
of an aieetionate brother, who was a IVotesUnt, Blifs Seton 
waa at timea under the neocsstty of enduring with patience 
what otherwise her piety would hare iuTincibly qipoaed. 
On one occasion, she was compelled by her brother to assist 
■i a theatrical ozhibition, which ahe did with the utmeat 
reluctance and unwillingncas, and only for the sake ef 
escaping a greater evil. But, though proeont in body, her 
mind waa far Arom mingling in the escitcment of the drama. 
To prerent her eyes from fidling upon those objects which 
othen have ao much curiesity to see, she pfaM^ her little 
nieee on her hip before her, and, instead of paying any at* 
tention to what was pasaing around, aho spent the time in 
the reeiUtion of the rosaiy. 

The Cbiiholicity of NicB Cecilia Seton rendered her 
situation any thing but agreeable among her Protestant 
lelstiTes. Some of them treated her with the utmeat kind- 
ncas, while from othen she met with "angiy words and 
ereas hioks," as she herself espresscs it. Her religion was 
abused in her presence, its "abominationa" dewanted upon, 
and, between these who wished her out of New York and 
othen who held her back, she knew no altematiTe but to 
suffer In silence Ibr the knre of God. "I would go any. 
where dee," ahe says, "and be the meanest scrrant . . . 
Was there not an all-wise Creator to direct, and a Jesus to 
recompense for our pains, I know not what I should think 
of my situation." In these trials she was strengthened and 
consoled by the roffection that ahe was suffering perNCution 
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far Jiwtioe* stke, for thai Ditiiio Matter wkoao gnoo wedd 
eBablo her lo hoar it ''How iwoot is it to fool that wo 
ittfliBr with aad for Jeaual Uj aool tnljr rejoicoa. Tho 
•«p ia at 6fat hitleri h«t in it there is an unknown delight 
Ibr thoae that tralj love. Dear, dearest aistcr, if I was with 
jfm I should not hare these sighs, those tears, these manj 
eioringp to make. I fear mj soalos wonki he Torj light" 
In tiansadtting an aecoont of her sitnation to Mrs. Soton, 
she feeonmended herself to her prajers, eiprossing the firm 
eovTietkm that Ood would in his own good time ddiror 
her tnm this eonfiiet The answer whieh she received wiH 
show that the eonkl not have nnhoaomed her feeling to 
one who would he a hotter support to her amid the eontia- 
diedens mhUk she suffered. 

** Yes, mj Ceeilia, favored of heaven, assoeiate of angels, 
helovod ehild of Jesus, jfoai shall have the viotofj, and He 
the gkny. To him he gbrj forever who has called jou to 
so gbrious a oomhat and so tenderij supports jou through 
it Tou will triumph, for it is Jesus who fights, not jou, 
mj dear one. Oh, no I joung and timid, weak and irrooo* 
lute, the himh eould not stem the torrent nor stand the 
heating stoim : hut the tender shepherd takes it on his 
shoulder, easts his ekiak about it, and the happj trembler 
finds itself at home before it knew its Joumej waa half 
finished. And so, my dear one, it will be with jou. He 
will not leave jou one moment, nor suffer the least harm to 
appvoaeh jou ; not one tear shall foil to the ground nor one 
s^ of love he kst Hsppj, happj ehild I and if jou aio 
Bol rsuMyvod to the sheltering fold that awaita jou, he will 
make jou one in his own bosom until jour task Is done. 
Ilappj, happj ehiM I how sweet must be jour oonTorw with 
thai Divine fl^rit whieh pats in jour heart, jet so inex- 
perieneod, ao untutored, the seienee of the Saints I How 
fSMl Ihofo blessed beings rejoice over jou, while walking 



MES. B. A. SITOlf. 



230 



se ateadfoatlj in their paths and their sufferings I It is poor 
sister who must bog jou to praj for her. I am at rest, mj 
dariing, while jou arc mounting the heights of Sion. Often, 
loo^ I deep in the garden while jou are sharing the bittcf 
eup : but it b not to be so lung; his mercies aro cndleis, 
and I ahall not be left without mj portion. Praj for mo 
that it maj not come from within ; that, and that ak>ne, is 
teal anguish. As it w, I sm dsilj and honrlj recciring the 
moat precious consolations, not with the cnthuniastic delight 
JOU know I once experienced, but gentlj, gratefullj offering 
to resign them in the verj moment of enjojnient Your 
letter will be food for thankagtving and joj in our dear Lord 
bojond aH human calculatkma. I would willinglj go through 
anj bodilj suffering to rcecive such a feast for the souL 
What shall I saj in this ease? Ood akme is sufficient 
Our blessed Padre* has wept with joj at reading j-our fetter; 
I hare also consulted BIr. Dubour]pr> and all agree that it is a 
ease which the hand of man murt deem sacred and consign 
to Ood akme; but not without the assurance that all our 
prajen are and ahall be united for jour most precious soul's 
support ond consolstion. . . . Mj darling child, niaj jou be 
soon released if it is his blessed will ! but the saerifiee must 
be consummated, and sister's soul prajs for jou nnccasinglj, 
nor is it unaided by prajers of much mora worth. How 
manj holj aouls sro perpetusllj united for that end ! . . . A 
Ihousand bfessings he with jou." August 8, 1808. 

To be asBoelated with her aister, enjojing everj foeilitj 
fur the entiro dedication of hetsolf to Ood, wuuhl have com- 
pleted the happineas of Nias Soton. But even in this she 
strove to eonform herself to the divine will. When she waa 
apprised of Blrs. Seton'a arrival in Haltamora and the cheer* 
Ing proapeet boforo Ker, the team gushed foom her ojes; hfty 
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■• the ranarki honolf, thej wero od toan of rqgroi or in- 
ffttiooeo to be with bor, but of a Mml wbollj nwigned to b«r 
God, donring onlj bis will, and eren foding bappj al being 
permittod to make io groal a saeriBoo. On tbo oUior band, 
trerj day and ererj bonf abe became more and moie dia- 
gwtod witb tbe worid and all ibai belongs to it, and ber 
tbongbta InTolvntarilj tarned vpon tbe bappinoss of being 
witb ber sister. <<I feel mj situation," she says, ''daily 
HMce painfnl. It is Qod only tbat ean know all. It seems 
to me be will not let it remain long so. I am bonriy in 
fear of splitting on the many qnieksands and rocks wbieb 
snnoand me. Ob, sister, wbcn sball I be delivered from 
Ibom r And when I think of being with yon it's like think- 
ing of paradiso." - 

6«ob were the elevated motives that prompted her deairo 
of retiring from the world. She had in view only the glory 
of God and her own sanotification; looking npon a state of 
foligioas seelttsion not as a life of ease and pleasure, but one 
of penance and humiliation. 

To asocrtain the divine will in her regard, she prayed 
fimiuontly and with fervor to the Father of lights, offered 
ber communions for this purpose, and made known to her 
qiiritual guide all the eiroumstances of her situation and 
the dispositions of ber soul. At length, in the spring of 
18(K), be eipressed tbe opinion that the Almighty called her 
to a state of religious scduslon, and directed her to pUce 
her trust in him until he would appoint the moment for tbe 
aeeorapliahment of ber wishes. 

When Mrs. Seton commenced her institution in BaHi* 
more, she bad no certain prospect of forming a society whose 
members would be specially oonsocrated to the servlee of 
God. Buch ah undertaking wu to depend on eiroumstaneci 
wbieb could only bo developed In the course of time. In 
tbo aninma of 1808 tbe dicsigns of Providcneo began to 
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manifest themselves more particuUrly in her regard. The 
Bev. 3Ir. Babade, being on a missionary ozcuriion at Fbila- 
delphia, became acquainted with a young Udy (Miss Cecilia 
0*Conway) who was desirous of socking a refuge from the 
distractions of the world, and for this purpose wss preparing 
to cross the AUantac. Having informed her of Mn<. Scton*a 
intentions, she was induced to chango her phins and remain 
in America. Her father accompanied Jicr to BiiJliinorc, and 
offersd her to l^rs. Seton aa a child whom be consocnited Io 
God. On the 7th of December, 3Iiss O'Conway became licr 
irst companion, and aaaistcd in the school then under her 
ebaige. In this manifestation of Divine rrovidenco Mr. 
Babade thought that ho discerned tbe comraonccnicnt of an 
nndortaking which would gradually collect round Mrs. Scluii 
a numerous band of spiritual daughters, and lie applied to 
ber, requesting her at the same time to repeat continually 
those words of the 112th psalm, '< Who maketh the kirren 
woman to dwell in a house, tbe joyful mother of children." 
About this time another circumstance took place which 
still more phunly indicated the will of God in reference to 
tbo good work. Mr. Cooper, who was then a student in St. 
Blaiy's Seminary, at Baltimoro, intending, if such were the 
divine will, to prepare himself for the sacred ministry, pas- 
sessed some property; and he was desirous of literally follow* 
Ing tbe maxim of tbe gospel :— " Go, sell what thou hast, and 
giro it to tbe poor, and oome, follow me." One morning, 
immediately after roeeiving the holy communion. Mm. 
Seton felt a strong inclination arise within her to dedicate 
bcfself to tbe care and instruction of poor female cHiildrcn, 
and to organise some phin for this porpoipo tliat might be con- 
tinned even after ber death. She coinmunioatcd this to tbe 
Act. 3Ir. Dubourg.' *' This morning," she said, << in my dear 
communion, I thunght, 'Dearest Saviour, if you wouM but 
g{?s me tbe care of poor little children, no matter bow poor;' 
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utd, Mr. Cooper boing dirocUjr boforo me at bis ibtnkflgi ving, 
I IlKNigbti <IIe bu Dioncj : — ^if bo weald but giro it for the 
bringing op of poor liUlo cbildron, to know and lore jon V " 
Mr. Dvboai^, Joining bis bands, obeenrod that it waa rety 
etimnge; for Mrs. Seton bad not mentioned tbe sabjoet to 
anj one else. '< Mr. Cooper/' laid bo, " spoke to me this 
Teiy morning of bis tbonghts being all for poor ebildron'a 
instraetion, and if be had aomebodj to do it be wonld give 
bis money for that purpose ; and be wondered if Mn. Solon 
wonld bo wining to undertake if The good priest was 
itmek at tbe eoinddenee of their views, and be roqnesjtod 
them eaeb to refleet upon the subject for the space of a 
month, and then to acquaint bim with the result During 
this time there was no interchange of opinion between Mrs 
Seton and Mr. Cooper in rcbtion to their wishes; and at 
the eipiration of it thej both returned separatelj to Mr. 
Dvbou^ renewing tbe schtimcnts thej bad ezprossed bo> 
fere, one offering a portion of his teuiporsl means* and the 
other her devoted service for tbe relief of the poor and suf* 
fering members of Christ The providence of Qod in beh.ilf 
of tbe American Church was so elearij indicated in tlie ei^ 
eumslanees Just refaited tbst KtUe room was left for dclibem- 
lion. Bishop Carroll, having been informed of the design, 
gave bb warmest approbation to it, in eonjunction with the 
Rev. Franob Nagot, the salntlj superior of St Blary's Semi* 
naiy; and tbe only (piostion that now presented itself for 
eonsideratioB was in referonee to tbe loealit j of the intended 
establbliment Mr. Dubourg, who was tbe prime mover in 
the undertaking, was anxious to have the institution in tbe 
dtj of Baltimore or its vieiiiitj. But Mr. Cooper gontlj 
indsted upon the selection of Kmmettsburg as a more eonvo- 
nieat situation ) and the good priest, taking his wonls as pro^ 
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photic, replied, " Be it Emmettsburg." 3Ir. Cooper's prefer 
enee for this situation was no doubt founded upon the phj« 
sieal and moral advantages which it offered for a roligioua 
community. Far from the bustk and diMHipation of tlio city, 
remarkable for a pure and healthy atiiiuHpliero, and sur- 
rounded by the wild grandeur of its niountahi scenery, it pro* 
tented peculiar attractions for a conventual CHtablishnient 

The muni Scent aid oontributod by Mr. Cooper toward 
tbe proposed institution justly entitles him to bo considered 
one of its principal benefactors. Ife, like Mrs. Solon, bad 
boon called from tbe highway of error into the fold of 
Catholio truth. Bom in Yiiginia, in the vety heart of Pro- 
testantism, he engaged in maritime purauits, and visited dif- 
ferent parts of the globe. Falling dangerously sick at IViris, 
he felt himself urged to road the Holy Scriptures, with which 
he bad not yet been acquainted. Tliis reading greatly in- 
terested bim, and caused him to reffect seriously upon the 
unhappy consequences of being unconcerned about the 
future. The New Testament particularly made a deep im- 
pression upon his mind, and to it be mainly attributed his 
conversion. While be read of the ineffable goodness of tbe 
Son of Qod, he burned with love for him without yet know- 
ing him, and he ardently desired to have a friend like Him 
whoso history he had perused. One day he heard, or thought 
tliat bo heard, a voice saying to him, " If you wish me to ha 
your IHcnd, it depends only upon yourself." Somo time 
after, while at London, always occupied with the same 
thought and engaged in reoding the New Testament, lu 
which be continually discovered new beauties, he heard the 
same voiee addressing bim a second time; but it did not in- 
dicate lo bim the ynj of acquiring the happiness to which 
bo aqnrod. lie therefore opened bis thoughts and fceKngi 
lo a Protestant friend, who advised bim to eaamlna tbe 
daima of the different Christian denominationa, with tbe 
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fiew of cmbnoing thai wbicb would appear to bim tbe best* 
fimndod in UuCb. Aeoordingly, be proyidcd bimself wicb 
tbe doetriaal books of tbe Taiions seets in EngUmd| and re- 
tsned to the United States, rcsolTed to enter serioosly upon 
tbe InTestigation of tbe snbjcet A Gaibolie lady oomplcted 
bis soorees of information by giTing bim a work tbat treated 
of tbe ortbodox faiib.* In tbe cottrBO of bis inquiries be 
also eoDSiiltcd Bisbop White, of tbe Protestant Episeopal 
Cbvreb in Pennsylrania, and other clergymen of note, espis 
eially to satisfy bis mind in regard to tbe reasons tbat had led 
to tbe separation from the Catholie Cbnrcb in tbe 16tbx;en« 
t«ry. Tbe rosnlt of this examination was tbe conriction 
tbat tbe reformation, so ealled, was altogether indefensible; 
and In tbe antnmn of 1807, during the rbitation of Dishop 
Oarroll at Philadelphia, he became a member of the tme 
Cbnreb. Mr. Cooper being a man of fortune, and hating 
mingled in fashionable life, bis eonyersion produced a great 
aensation in tbat city. Soon after this happy eyent he was 
moyed by tbe grace of God to embrace tbe ecclcsiostical 
atalSi and be entered the seminary at Baltimora in Septem- 
ber, 1808| where he formed tbe aequaintaneo of Mra. Seton 
and beeame a eo-operator in tbe charitable woric whieb she 
MW eontempbitod. 

Tbe yieinity of Emmettsburg baying been selected for 
tbe location of the sisterhood projected by Mn. Seton, Mr. 
D«boiifg turned bis attention to tbe purchase of an eligible 
site; and, on a yisit to tbat part of the country shortly after, 
be bought tbe bmd now held by tlie Dangbten of Charity, 
about half a mile south of tbe yiihge. At tbat time the only 
toDoment on the farm was a yeiy small stone building, form* 
log about one-balf of what is now used as tbe wash-house of 
Ibt iBitlttttkml Tbe property was settled in tbe JoinI 
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^ tenantship of tbe Rey. Wm. V. Dubouig, Rey. John Dubois, 
*and. Samuel Cooper. The Rey. Mr. Dubois was at thai 
time located near Emmettsburg, being pastor of seyeral con- 
gregations in Frederick county and principal of a school 
wbicb be bad recently established. His important connee 
tion with the future history of Mra. Seton requires that we 
should introduce bim more fully to the reader. 

Bom in Pkris on the 24 tb of August, 17G4, he was re- 
markable from bis eariy yean for those qualities which dis- 
tinguished bim in after life, — ^piety, energy, and perseyeranec. 
Haying finished bis scbohistie connM with great honor to 
bimselfi be embraced the ecclesiastical stnte, and was elo- 
yated to tbe priesthood in tbe year 1787. He officiated in 
Paris until the outbreak of the revolution, when, like many 
otben of bis brethren, be was forced to seek an as)'lnm in a 
foreign land. Haying arriyed at Norfolk, Va., in July, 1 701 , 
be obtained from Bisbop Carroll the ttecessnry faculties fur 
officiating at thai pbec and at Richmond. Furnished with 
commendatory lettera fVom General Lafayette, he formed tlie 
acquaintance of many distinguished men of the times in this 
oountfji among whom were James Monroe and IVitrick 
nenfji to tbe latter of whom be was indebted for occasional 
lessons in tbe English language. Tbe kindest attentiona 
were paid to bim by these and other illustrious indiyiduak; 
and it was undoubtedly owing to their intenrention that be 
was permitted to offer up tbe holy sacrifice in tbe capital of 
Yiiginia, where but a short time before a Catholie priest bad 
been eompdled, in yisiting bis fiock, to disguise himself for 
tbe protection of bis person and life. When be bad acquired 
some knowledge of the English tongue, Mr. Dubois was ap- 
pointed by Bidiop .Carroll to the cbaige of tbe congregations 
of which Fredericktown, in Blaryland, waa tbe central point j 
aud hom tbo year 1704 to 1608 be waa continually employed 
in passing from one station to anotberi proacbing, admlnb* 
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toring iho neramoDtoy and instraoting Uio joung. Bj hit 
eiArtioiiB tho finl Catholio ohurcb at Frederick wna crootod,* 
aad from this plaeo he Yiaited oooo a month, and ■Itcrnaiely, 
Um ohurch in the Tillage of Emmotisharg and a chapel at tlio 
baio of the movntaiiii about two miloa from tho Unrn. At 
this poriod the eonntry around wore hut slight traces of cul- 
tifatton; the wildncss of the forest was yisible on every side. 
In NoremheTi 1805| the two congregations above mentioned 
assembled on tho brow of the hill, cleared a sufficient space 
for tho stto of a house, and, having hewn logs for tho purpose, 
thoy oroctod a small ono-story residence, containing two 
rooms.* In the following spring they commenced the build- 
bg of a brick ehuroh higher up the mountain, which was 
eompleled in ISOT.f Mr. Dubois soon ailer took possession 
of the feg-hoQse, and, together with the pastoral duties which 
he p(»formed, commenced a school for the instruction of 
youth in knowledge and piety. This school was originally 
held in a sbmU brick house at some distance from the moun- 
tain, but was soon removed to a more commodious log tene- 
ment OB tho rise of tho hill.^> Mr. Dubois having in 
1800 beeome a member of the society of St Sulpitius, to his 
ean wore tiansferred tho pupils of the preparatory seminary, 
near Abboilstown, rennsylvania, the dbjoct of which was to 
foim professon for 8t. Mary's Cdk^ and students for the 
seminary at Baltimore.***' In tho spring of that year aix- 
loia youths were conveyed from the institution in I^nn- 
sylvania to the establishment near Emmettsbuig, which was 
MW designed as an ecclesiastical school and an appendage 
of that in Baltimore. But the salubrity of its situation, the 
purs and deli^tful water that abounded on the spot, and 
above aO its remoteness from the vices and distraoUons of a 

^ ItMira afttrvarl •• Mr. DiluMMri hmiM. ' 
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city, induoed many parents to solicit admission for their 
children, though not aspirants (o the priesthood; snd their 
request was granted the more readily as, besides formini^ 
many young persons to virtue and science, it afforded useful 
employment to ooclesiastical students, who, in purroing higher 
studies, eoukl devote a part of their time to the teaching of 
inferior chtfsos. By this amingcment also they, as well as 
tho institution, were relieved ftom the expense of their cdu- 
catioB, and the house was supplied with a body of^competcnt 
instruotors. The undertaking succeeded beyond tho most 
sanguine expectations of its icalous snd holy founder. 
Such was tho beginning of Mount St. Mary's Collcgr, which 
has become so fruitful a nurBCiy of science and rclijrion, and 
rendered such important services to society and to the Ame- 
rican Church. From this period its history will be found 
ehMoIy interwoven with that of Mrs. Scton and the com- 
munity under her chaigo. 

Whihs the prdiminariea of her undertaking were in pro- 
gress, Almighty Gbd was disposing the hearts of many to 
co-<^>erate in the good work, and hinguago almost prophetic 
was addressed to her in reference \a its successful scoom- 
plishment Rev. Mr. Chevcrus no sooner heard of the pro- 
poned institution than he wrote to Mn. Sctott in the foliow* 
ing words, dated April 18, 1800:— "How admimlile is 
Divine Pkovidenco I /ife o/rm«/jf Nam^rofM fkoin of vir^ 
gin»/oilowinff jfon to the ailar, I tee ^tntr Wjr orr^er ^if* 
fitting ittdf in Ike different jHxHi of the l/Hileri SMr$^ 
Ppreading tver^kere the good odor of JaiH$ C^riW, ond 
leading hg their angdietnl livet and jnout inntmctiom how 
to terve God im jmritg and hvlineu, I have no doubt, my 
bebvod and venerable sister, thst He who has begun this 
woric will bring it to perfection." Of this result Mrs. Seloa 
had the ftillest confidence, for every thing indicated tho 
blessing of Qod upon the undertaking, and daily erenta 
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most happily to ooneiir in bringing it to mfttiiritj. 
She was now bailed far and near as tbe moibor of t new and 
ipiritiial fanily, wboae prondcst diaiineiion would bo to wear 
tbe badge of Cbriatian perfection) and ber bcart eipandod 
with joj at the antioipation of tbe bleaainga wbicb tb^ were 
eboieii to dispenao. "Tbe aeono before me/' abe aaja, ''ia 
boaTonly; I can give jou no jmt idea of tbe prociona aonla 
wbo are dailj uniting under mj banneri wbicb ia tbe croaa of 
Cbriat Tbe tender title of motbor aalutca mo ererywbere, 
eren from lipa tbat bare neror aaid to mc tbe common win* 
tatioB among atrangera." 

Tbe aoeond lady wbo offered borwlf aa a candidaio for 
tbe new aiatorbood waa a Miaa Marift Murpby of Pbiladol- 
pbia, remarkable for bcr gentle and amiable dispoeition. 8hi> 
left tbe booae of ber motber witbout bcr conacnt, in obe- 
dience to wbat abe deemed to be tbe will of God for tbe aane- 
titeatkm of bcr aonli baring prcrionalj ceded tbe little pro- 
f9hj abe poaBeaaed to bcr idatirca. Mrs. Seton endcaTored 
to prorail vpoa ber to rotom to ber familj, but bcr team 
and prajers were yictorionai and abe remained witb tbe full 
approbation of ber paronia. Sbe arrircd in Baltimoro aomo 
tbne*'in tbe montb of April, 1800. In Maj of tbo aame 
year two otbers bailed Mm. Seton aa tbcir apiritual motber, — 
Miai Mary Ann Butler of Pbikdclpbia, and Miaa Suaan 
Oleaiij of New York, tbe former only a few daya before tbo 
latter. Seronl kdica in Baltimore were alao preparing 
tbonaehrea at tbia time to join tbo community, wbile otbon 
fai tbo Tielnity of Kmmettabuig looked forward witb ddigbt 
to tbo bkaainga wbicb tbey boped to enjoy under tbe api* 
rhaal guidance of Mm. Solon. Tbo following letter to ber, 
Ivoni ooe of tbeae poatubmta, will abew tbo lirdy joy awak* 
«Md by tbe expectation of ber comings aa well aa tbe piety 
•Ad leal wbicb formed tbe elements of tbe new undertaking. 
*Ohi my fe?erend motber I I cannoi tell you wbat an effect 
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tbat sweet ktter bad on mo. It accms to mo it bas cn« 
kindled in my breast flames wbicb I bope witb tbo (^co of 
God will noYcr be eztinguiabcd. ... My gboatly falbcr de- 
aired me to offer up my communion, not only for you accord- 
ing to your desire, but to obtain of our dear Ijord an incrcaae 
of tbe aentiments wbicb bo baa been picaacd to infpiro me 
witb, tbrougb you, bis senrant. I abn implored tbat day tbe 
iutcrceaaion of tbe Virgin Mary, tbat abe would Toucbiafe 
to beg for me of ber blceaod Son our Lord all tbe requisite 
dispositions wbicb I bope will fit me for tbe bappy life 
wbicb I sue for. You asked me, dear motber, if J did not 
wisb to see tbe sisters. I da But is it not a wcakneas in 
mo? I am afraid I aeek for aome consolation, and I know 
I ougbt not Ob, wben aball I be indifferent about any 
tbing, CTcn spiritual comfortaf Tbis I must learn at youi 
scbool: for you must know I am but a cbild: I only begin 
to crawl in tbe waya of God; and tbat interior spirit wbicb 
dctacbcs us from ercry tbing tbat is not God, and makes tbo 
true spouse of Cbrist, I baye yet to acquire. I stand some- 
times on tbe top of our dear Mount St Mary*s, wbcncc I 
can ace tbe bappy spot tbat is to roociTC yim ^nd my sisters 
and myself, end I can bardly contain my joy." 31ay 2, 1800. 
Motber Seton, as we sball bercafler call bcr, possessed 
iu sn eminent degree tbat fenror wbicb abe communicated 
to otben; but tbe sentiment of ber own unwortbincsi pre- 
dominated in ber bcart. Sbe looked upon berMlf as alto- 
getber unauited to tbe taak of forming souls to tbe practice 
of tbo CbrisUan Ylrtuos; and on the erening of tlio day tbat 
it was assigned to ber by tbe bisbop and clergy, bcr spiritual 
adyiserB, abe was sciied witb a transport of mingled Ioto 
and bumility, in reflecting upon tbe subject. Being witb 
two or tbree of ber sisteri, and tbe discourse turning upon 
tbo probsble designs of ProTidence in tbcir regard, Motber 
SctoB became so penetrated witb tbe awful rcsponsibility« 
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ud M»M of her own Inwpicily, Umt Ao wm •luwrt Jboob 
kJiUo For lomo momcnW sho wopt littcrljr in lllooce; 
IhoD, throwing herself tipon her knew, »ho c(.Df<«cd •l"ud 
tho m™i frmil «nd hamilUlinR actioM of hor hfo frow her 
childhood upwird; aft^r wbkh the ciclnimcd, m the mo.t 
sffccUnR m.Bn«, hw handi .nd oyci miw^ tow.rd hewci 
,Dd Uio tcrs euihing down hor chocki, ■' Mj gr-cioM God ! 
Von know my un6tncii for Ihia tosk. I who Uj my Bins 
haTO M often cmciflcd yon, I blush with Bhsmc ind eonfo- ■ 
rioB. How cn I to.oh oihen,, who know » UtUo n-J^^lf, 
i.nd wu n miMnhlo .nd impcrfoctT" The .iBtcra who were 
procnt were otcrwhdraod by tho Bccno before Ihcm, .nd, 
filling: on thoir knew, gnve vent to their toom »nd punful 
cmotioni. 

Mother Scton hnTing now received four Mndidotoi inw 
her hooM, it w« the opinion of Mr. Doboori; thai the timo 
liad trriTod for iheir assuwine, " f" "" procHeoble, tho 
form of ■ religion* communily. She therefore proposed to 
tho iiolon to appear in ^ habit like tb.t which aho woro her- 
lelf, knd which consisted of « bUck drca with > short c.pe, 
■imilir lo k ooitun.o tb.t .he h.d observed Mnong tho roll- 
oton* of lUilj- Ilof he«d-drc™ wns > nwt white mutlin cup, 
with . crimped borier, «nd « bUrk cn>po band Bround tho 
l,e.d, r.stencd ui-dnr ibo chin* ThU co.luino they Oisnmcd 
on tho lit of Jono, ie09, >nd tho next day— fcuBl of Coqiui 
Chriili— they sppwired il tho public wnico in St. W«ry'i 
Chnpol fo( tho Bnt timo in their oonvent™! habit, rcccmng 
tho divino Mornment of the illor m tho Bcn! of their conto- 
crttlon Uj Ood, ond gltddeninp; tho boirto of »ll who wit- 
ncMod thi« edifying .cene, w full of promiM to tho Chnreh. 
Mr. Dnhonrg, in porticuUr, w»8 in rtplurw «t lie spccUelo 
proMBted by this liitio bird of dorotod HBter», which kid 

■ llM.MMbUwmlbb4iMdiMlb«4MliWtok>AMd. 
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bMit funiMNl under liii wIm lupcrintoiKlciico and wai la U 
tho germ of bo much good to rclipon ind Bocicty.*"* 

Mother Sdon hcrvclf, with • ioul glowing with ehnrit/ 
•lid delight, orgBniied her oomrannity by tho ■doption of 
Buch ruliM BB circunisUDcofl permitted. Itcgnttr hoan wciv 
•ppdnted for tho daily lotiims ind dnlie* of tho BiBtoTfi, who 
were employed partly in ittondlng to tho domestio eonconia 
■nd p»nly in conducting the ciCTciwB of the Bcfaod. Stated 
d«yB were Gicd for tho reccplina rf tho bdy eommiuioB, 
and the sislerB were exhorted to pnctiBO the mortiSeatioa of 
the tonguo and other Bonsci, and to apply to certain Btndica 
for the purpose of qualifying tbomBclToa for fnlfilling tho 
future dosigna of Providence. No particnlar rcligioaB insti- 
tute hod yet been adopted for the final orginiiition of the 
society, bnt it was doomed expedient that Mother 8cIm 
■hould bind hcraelf, at Icul for a timo, by Bomo apeciil act 
of eonaceralion, to the bdy life ihohidenibncod; and for 
this roanon aho Ditdo a tow priratoly, in tho pracneo (rf 
Biahop Carroll, obligating hor for the Bpace of one year lo 
the pmctiuc of poverty, ehaatity, and obodienFe. Wii what 
•entimenla she BNurncd thb idditionil oUigntion may be 
beat gathered from the language la which «hc heiwlf allndix 
to it Tho object of it, ahe Baya, was to enibcHO poverty, ■■ 
, whwo arwa alio dcoircd to live and die, and from whieh, in- 
deed, aho had no moan* of eacapo; to promiae a ehaatity n 
dear and lovely that ahe oitcenic<» It her tnie delighl to 
ebcriab it; and, above nil, to bind bciMlf to obodioaec, Iho 
inio proloi.tion and mfeguard of bor aonl. To give to the 
now commnnity all tho caro and support which the aneceM 
of auch nn iuatitulion domaadB, (bo Hot. Mr. Dnbonig waa 
appointed its ecclcaiaiiioal ■aporior, whatoTcr fonn it night 
anbscquently take. Varieoa nimea were anggerted for the ■ 
designation of the Bociely; bnt thia point eenld not be well 
ilGtotmined until tho ndoptioa of a pcmincnt rale wbkh 
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woM riro a Ixod ehtnwtor to the im^AtaU. IIowotciTjM 
Ifct iwicrt of Mother BeioB, It WM tgwed that iliomcmb^ 

of IhTeomiiiilty di<mld bo odW « Ortoi* of 8i. J«^^^ 
fbf il wM iho dlotnto of bor plctj to pUeo hcnolf wd 
sooloiTt Mm ud ohUdicn, uodor the piotooaiig »fO 
of St. Jowpb, tho fclthful guardian of tho Boo of God 

^Shortjf after tho adoption rf tho oonrootnal haWt, tho 
ililMhood had an aocmlon of two mombota from iho city of 
Wamow,— Mia. Boao Whito, a widow lady, and Ml« Oatha- 
lino Mnllon. IHrlno Piorldonoo at tho aamo Umo wm waO- 
b« to thb abode of Christian piety another aool, wheae 
Uffheat ambltfon had long been the total eonaocration of 
benolf to Ood, under the maternal guidance of Motlwr 
Scion. ThliWMMiaaCccaia8oton,herabtcr4nJaw. Aa 
wo haTO aUlcd, her aplritnal diroctora had inally decided 
that aho was called to leUgiooa aodnaionj but circum^cca 
poemed to foibid the immediate execution of her wiahca. 
The Almi^^, however, listening to the fond aapirationa of 
her heart, which looked only to his gteatcr glofy, aeeoBH 
pliahed b her behalf what human calcuktiona could not 
•ehiofo. She feU dangerously iM, and her physician deeming 
H oipedient for her itfciy to tiy the effect of a acarTOjage, 

die atonco exprcased a wish to ririi BalUmore, where she 

was conMont of mecUng with tho tendeiest care from Mother 

Solon. The arrangemoita wero aeeofdingly made, andher 

rirter Harriet, alieady mentioned, who had been her constani 

nm and wat nearest to her heart, was appointed,ainong 

otto tllendanta, to aeeompany her, to aharo hersi^^ 

•nd in an probahiUiy to reedre her laat sigh. On the IZtH 

of June they landed at Baltimore, Mias CecilU's symptoass 

'haflng growi much less fkTorable than at her setting out 

ftomNew Toric. But she was now in the arms of one 

whom ahe delighted to call her sister, her friend, her mother} 
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and it would be diflfeuH to describe the joy of these deroted 
beings in meeting each other again. Miss Cecilia's attend- 
ants baring remained with her a few days, returned to 
New Tofk, with the exception of her sister Harriet, who 
had intended also to return, but wss compelled to stay with 
her bdoTod and Buffering roktive in eonscqaence of her 
disease becoming still more akrming. In this state of things 
the physicians who attondcl her in Baltimore advised a jannt 
into the country; and it was immediately dctcniiined that 
Mother Solon diould accompany her to the inountaius of 
Rmmeltsbttig, the site of her eontemplated institution. 
. As soon aa the neceasary arrangements eoukl bo made, she, 
with her two siston-in-kw, her eldest daughter, and Sister 
Maria Murphy, kft Baltimore In a coach, on the feast of 
St Akysius, 21st of June, and on tho fulkwing day the 
party arrived at Emmcttabuig.* The house on the knd 
beknging to tho sisterhood not being aa yet habitable, the 
Rer. Mr. Dnboia, Preaident of Mt St Mary'a Seminary, 
kindly offered them the log-house on the mountain, a little 
abore the aominary, and paid them' all that attention and 
heapitable care for which he was proTerbkl.f A few daya 

• AMMg tkt paiptn •r II«lk«r 6«Imi wt 'Sad tiM fbUvwiBg aoto tf 
Iha JtanMj to SMaeCtobari^ wbleli sImvi thai, alllMagli Um MIm tra- 
Tttttd a graal porttoa •T tkt way ta foot, lliey p tnefMi wllk llghl aa4 
j^yftUkMrU. "WfwwtaUifW to walk tlMb«nw ftntktwft7,aad 
Wva walkW a amh at a M t xaept CtdUa-^tarlf half tba tisa t Iklt 
aMraiag foar mIIm aad a kalf Wbrt WaakflMl Tba 4«ar palieat was 
graallj aanwcd al IIm praetwloa, aad all tba aaUrat a0toalsb«4 at wa 
wial btfert IIm earrlaga. Tha dagt aaii ^gi caaM tat to aiOjt ai, aa4 
tiM gtiM ■ It a to kai iMr sacks ta mito ds«aa< to kaaw IT wt wtfa aay 
af tksir Bsr^ to wkisk wa gava asssat," la tkis kappj dtscripCtoa wa 
kava aa Olasimisa af tkal waMkrAd cktttfUaass for wbiek llslkar 
SHoa was taaaritabk 

tAllklsltaMMr.Dakals kai raeatol tka log.koaas ta tks km, ia4 
ifSft * Ic Ckt kalMtogs at tka foal af Ika awaatata, firatMtd for tkt 
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' ite, tM tiro jouger daiighlen of MoUier Setoii Joinod b« 
•I tiio BOVBtain eoi|— M bvmble dwelling indeed, \mi My 
iid ymnM% in the lemembnuice of tO wIm bebdd It 
idoned wHh the beenfy of ereiy Tiriae. 

MoMOfoe weie immodietdj ieken to pal tbe farm-hooao 
m tbo pvoptrty of the nstcriiood in a fit oondiiton to bo oe- 
eapied. In tbo moan time Miss Ceeilia Soton reoororod 
ber beahb, at ksast tomporarilji and began to enj^yy tbe 
Mlitieo wbiob tbai fitTorod apot ailbidod for innoeont re- 
ksatioB and piooa oontompbtioB. Af aoon aa ber atrengtb 
pemittod it, abe wonld aallj Ibrtb, in tbe oompan j of Motbor 
Beton and ber abter Harriot, to ramble in tbo wooda tbat 
led to tbo beigbta of tbo moontain, enjojing eqnallj tbe pare 
and inTigoiating air and tbe boaattfol proqpect of the 
nmantio eoantiy aioand. On other oocaoionfl, abe would 
•eoompany Mother Soton and ber ebildien to the liulo 
obor^i aHoated abore them on the bill, to offer the morning 
or OToning adoiation, or to aariat al the bol j aaerifioe of 
MMB. Her abter Harriet, bowerer, not being a Catbolie, 
nefor foOowod them into the ebapel, bat either walked in 
tbo wooda or aoated beneltoa a loek in front of the cbnreb, 
■ming within beraelf, and deairing to bo with her compa- 
niom in tbo bol J pUoe. One eroning in Jolj, when the aan 
WMabool to abk bdiind the topaof the tieea tbat eorer tbo 
aanunit of the noontain, and ereiy thbg in natare wu 
Wfdj, Ni« Harriet h)oked on eteij aide, ber aool feaating 
npon tbo beanty of the oeene. Still, a aad depreaaion atde 
trerbermind. She aaw tbo little band aaoond tbe tlepa of 
tbo obapel aad the door ekoe after them, while abe remained 
■loM, aa H wofo» an oatoaat from Ood'a holy temple. Sink 
Ing at the Ibsi of a tree, abe waa ov e rpowe r ed by ber tbei- 
ingk The teatiooonod down ber ebeeka, and ber aool beeamc 
ihotbeatieoftbomoaieoaiiotingomotiona. Mother Solon, 
on letnming fWmi the oborob, inding ber in tbia atate el d» 
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|ootion,inqaired thecaaaeof bordiitroas. At firrt no reply 
waa giroo; bat, on being preaaed to ezpbiin ber grief, abe 
ezelaiaMd, ''Why, oh why cannot I go into tbo cboreb with 
yo« aUr ''And why not," replied Mother Seton, '<if yo« 
wiah itf If yon eannot peroeiTO tbo awoctnom of Uia pro- 
aenop aa wo'do, at hsaat yon might my year pnyora." Re* 
joieed by thiseneoaniging anawor, she cTcr aflor aecomponied 
her frienda to tbe ebapol, and waa a pattern of reoolloetion 
and detotion. She often remarked, apoaking of tbo moment 
of the oleratioo, tbat '' abe thoogb t abe coald not fed a moiv 
awfnl improaaion If oar adored Lord waa rally before ber 
en bia eloada of aujeaty." At length, on tbo feast of St 
Maiy Magdalen, knowing tbat the ditine aaerifioe waa offurvd 
lor her both in Baltimore and at the Moantain, and aeeing 
ber aiator Ceeilia, Mother Scton and ber daoghtor Aniiina, 
aU before ber al tbo beayenly baaqaot, her heart wae over* 
powered; yet it atrnggled on in the eooiici between nature 
and graoe nntil, between ten and eleven o'ckwk at night, 
''atoaling np to the ebareb by tbo light of a full moon, in 
deepeel ailenee, her arma eromed upon ber breast, and tbe 
moon'a reloetioa fall on ber pale bat eelcatial countenance, 
I aaw," aaya Mother Seton, who dooeribea tbe circumstance, 
** tbo fidling Usara of hnro and adoration, while we aaid, first 
tbo Miienrt and then tbo To Heiim, which from her child* 
hood bad been our fiunily prayeta. Deaeending tbe moan* 
tain, abe bant forth the full beail: — 'It is done, my sister; I 
am a Oatholie: tbe eroaa of our deareal Lord ia the desire 
of my aoal: I will never reel till be ia mine/" Mother 
Seton, Well aware of what she would be eompelled to endure 
on ber return, (for abe had formed an engagement tbai 
nmdo a return cMigatory,) re p resented to ber tbe eonso* 
^aeneea of the atop abe nieditatod, in order to prepare her 
heart for a full and perfoei aaerifioe. " Yea," abe repliedi 
^I bate examined all tbia in my own mind. I have 
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' mi^ed woli tho coiueriaoncoa; Bnil iho ongngemcnt I han 
bm4« I will koep, if, fli > Cilhalic, I am received bj thoM 
dear friendi to wlioin I iini Bincerelj nttaohod; but I eannnt 
nnuin ft Prot<«tant; and if, m b Cnlholio, I ini Tcjiict«<l 
ereo bj Ihii dear one, (iihowing the minintara of him Thorn 
•he had promiaod to many,) I Nusr bave ht Boul." 

If notblog iDorD of interest had ooeormd daring Molliui 
SetoB*! brief aDJODrn od tho Blonnt than this happy ching« 
Ib the roligiooa Bantimcnta of her bcloTcd relatiro, thi& 
mnld bare been amplj taflicient to render it an ever memo- 
raUe period. SfaorcniaiDed there only till the end of July) 
but, in the few wooka that iho pasicd in that holj and ao- 
etnded ipot, a tttamph of grace bad been aehieTcd which 
albnled bar another mnrco of abundant consolation amid 
Um Iriala to which hor faith hail inbjoetod her. 
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eomnniiilj, hail unJcrgoue the noamuj rqnira to latke it 
lulntitilc. The arrangctiieDli hnTing bcea oompleled, ilio 
roBOTcd thither on tho ?Oth of July, aec(>m[MDMd bj her 
throo <tangfatc», her two Rutcn-tn-tnw, and thrao inciuLcm 
of tcr communily, (wo of whom wcto froiii the imnicdi*tc 
ndghborhocM]. On tho snma 4aj, the other portkm of the 
■iatorboDd who hnd been left Jn Itoltimoro atartol for Bm- 
mctbiburg, igrconblj [o tfao diroeljonii of Mother Scton. 
The tnTclling part; eonsislcd of Dtno pcnoiw, Rmoog whnni 
vera bcr two loni; anil ibcj perfvmMil ibe jonmcj in ■ 
wagon, which, with the qolUititjr of fumitaiv ind ))tpj^-^ 
it contained, nflbrilcd no great conTcnicnco ai a modo of crin- 
TCjaoccj but the antielpnlion of their bnppy home in St. 
Joacpb'a Vnllcy awakened unong the eutcn a lirdj jnjr, 
which was equally ahnrcd by IhcJr companiona. On the 
feut of 8t. Ignatina, July 81, they reached Kmmclldbuiw, 
and were rcocivcd witl) a nott affcctioMta wckomo by 
Hotber Sctoo nod those aroand her [a the littk ilwcllin); 
whnre the eont«mplBted iocietj wai to conttnne il( hambk 
beginnings. To any but thow who had onlercd Upoa a life 
of sacrifice and pcnnnco for God'a sake, the conimunily- 
hauo would have appeared insoppoTtible. It was a iinall 
tenement, as we hjivo already Mated, eonsiating of one atofy 
and a garret, having only two iWHM on eaeb floor. Here 
were crowded bother sixteen poisens, many of whom hod 
leoQ reared amid the cnmroita of lib, and all of whom bad 
been better lilunlcd in the woHd; bat, at the Mintly leader 
of this generoQS band of women adorward obaorred, the 
daily offering of Ibo holy sacrifice, and the happiness of 
poncsaing the lllomcd Sacrament, in a little cleeot jast wide 
enough to hold a smnll altnr, made msny things eonrenicnt 
vhieb olbenriso could not lia* o been borne. At this period 
the sisters ^oro ton in number, ineladtng Molhor Sebm, 
who crald not hare been aided by mote oompotent mbfedM 
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to tury out tbo design which she then contemplatod.* All 
Were fbllofioel forthencwiiiidcrUking, and animatod with aa 
ardent desire of coaieeiating themielvei to Ood in the aer- 
flee of their nc^bor; while aomo were particnhurly qnalified 
hj their edueation for the mental enltoro of jonthi and othen 
had a speeUl eapaeitj for eondveting the eqnallj important 
matton of the hooachold dqwrtmont, whioh at that time 
impoaed no email dogroo of labor vpon the aiatcn. Among 
them also were thoao whoeo peenliar attraction was to cnltiTate 
the interior life, while othcrB ovinee^s more marked diapoai* 
tion for the aetive offioes of ohmiy. Thus did Divine Fhnri- 
donee, in laying the fovndationa of an inatitntion which was to 
eombino the sanetifioataon and pcifection of its members 
with the praetice of the most oxaltod and divorsifiod charity 
toward their fellow-beings, select the fittest materiab for the 
ezeention of hia design, and exhibit in the rising community 
erery variety of talent and virtno that could place it on a 
•olid footing. But, as nothing important, either in spiritual 
or temporal matters, can be accomplished by a numerous 
society without tho obsenrsneo of a certain order in their 
emph^irmenta, rules were adopted for the community until 
snoh Ume as it would receive a more permanent organisa- 
tion. Mother Seton having determined, in conjunction with 
the eeeles b stieal superiors, to form the institute upon that 
of the '^Dnughten of Charity," founded by 8t Yineont of 
Fiul| in France, measures were immediately taken to pro- 
eure the eonatitution and rules of that aociety; and it was 
hoped at the same time that some of its members would visit 
this country, in order . to aid the rising community of St. 
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Jimpk'B by their oiperieneo and eunple.* Anotlicr Im. 
portirt cbjert of •ttodtkm w«. Oh, «eu«i of • mow com. 

i^^rr.'f.*^ ^"^ woAmon wcwi«« o«ploH 
tOfotwpM h^hoMtng of nfieie«U/ mpl, dimciwioiir.nd 

««y offort w- mdo to Moomplbh tbo nndcrtdcing with 
Uw utowrt dcq»teh. I-tb««o,»tiMothote»poni™ 
tjo««f tho ri*HH«d we« oboorrod with „ »Vh «3. 
taHto M I»«ct«iWo ttiKfcr tho dre«m«t«wc.. Tho rirtcm 
»«o diwtod to riw at firo o'clock in the morning, .nd, after 
wcaland m«.tal prnj^r until half-paat six, they amiMcd at 

«ho holy menace of mam, writing tho fin* port of tbo Ito. 
•aiy «> <*«r way to the chapel and tho aoeond on retom- 
tag. After brmkfimt, at nine o'clock they made an act of 
•delation of tho Saer«l Heart, and attended to Tariooa em- 
pljymcnta until a qnartor before twelre, when they doroted 
• few memento to examinatioo of eonacienco, adomtioo, and 
i»d.iig of the Now Teatament. During dinner one of the 
oommnnity read a portico of tho Holy Scriptmea. After tho 
rooroatloB at two o'oloek there wu a rmding ftom the Pol. 

S 1^I!!!l!"o'*^*'~' '"^ '»* ■"»•■' «»«; ^ 

TWt to the Blemcd Sacrament, and ncitotion of tho thinl 
pMt of the Boaaiy. At anppor tho SpMlMol Ombnt wu 
n»d. After the rceieatleo, at half-p.^ eight o'clock, theio 

T u"^^ '^"«' **"*• ^ '"y'"' *>•«• »>•• wm. 
wmtyKtued. neao ndea, while they oentriboted to tho 
efdarand wgnlaiity of the honae, prmented to tho aiatert 

iS'^i!^" "'""•*'"*'*»■• I-o^toJu-piwthom 
.T. -L^ "*^** cf their holy Toeatio. mMi wifh teal ta 

the pciftnmm»of their d«i«,aaplrit«lretwai_the«iit of 
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tte «onm«oiij— wat opcnod on tho lOth of Avgosi hj tko 
npeiior, IIm Rot. Mr. Duboarg, who in hk duly ioMrao- 
lioof enlbreed tho groat tmtha of religion and tho motivot 
of Okriitian perfeetion, in that oloqnent and improaaivo 
■uuittor for wMoh ho waa diatingoiahod. 

Boaidoa tho dailj oonno of czoroiaoa prcaoribod to tho 
alatera, thoj wore dirooted to employ themaolvea in oiiioei 
of oharity, in the eorporal and apiritnal worfca of meroj, ae- 
eording to the opportnnitiea whioh Providoneo wooM anpply. 
Anong their apiritnal dutiea, menUl prayer waa to ho eon- 
aideied aa holding the firat rank, and tho aiatora wore ei- 
horted to perfoot thomaoWea aa far aa they oonld, with the 
hdp of diTine grace, in thia holy art of eonverring with Qod ; 
rememhoring that reoolloetion and diaengagoment aro tho 
two prbeipol diifooitiona required in thoae who wiah to 
piaetiae it aneeeaafiilly. After meditotion, apiritoal reading 
and examination of eonaeience were deemed of the greatoet 
importance. Beaidea the reading in eommon, tho aiatora 
wen directed to read aomething alao in pritate, and to meet 
onee • week for • eonfbrenoo on i^tnal matters. In re- 
gard to the reoeption of holy eommnnioni the anporior 
makoa the following jndioiooa romarka, in a letter to Mother 
8eton, 8eptomhorl8,1800:— <'I hayo often rollooted on 
tha danger of froqnont rognlar eommvniona in a community. 
Thai danger m«A atrike yon u it doea me. Bepeat then 
foiy often to oar danghtora that the role dooa not preaeriho 
any mmbor of commonlona in tho woek, hot only reatriota 
thom to throCi learing it to the pmdonee of the diroetor to 
permit whom he thinka fit to approach ao frequently, or 
tender oommuniona more rare with certain indiriduala. 
Nothing abould ao often he inculcated m tho diapoeitiona 
neeaonry for TjBry ftequent communion, and the aaauranco 
thai the luperior will nerer judge of tho meriii of • aiator 
ftom her approaching oftoner or more aoldom, hut ftom tho 



MB8. K. A. aCTOlf. 



261 



Avlt ahe dcrivea from it The extraordinary fourth 
munion in the week ahould he limited to tho fcaata of our 
SuTiottr and Bkeaed Lady, and throe or four of the patron^i 
aueh aa 8i Joeoph, 8t Vincent do I^lul, 8t. Afoyaiufl, and 
81. Fnncia do 8alca. Thia limitation will act a greater 
Taluo on that faror and excite a greater devotion on thoao 
daya.'* In the aame oommnnication Mr. Dubourg expromca 
hia groat aatiafaction in hearing that a " goneroua compcti- 
tioB to pleaae God in their aupcriora reigned among all tho 
abtera." 

Charity, the queen 'of virtuca, reigned auprcme in thia 
fkrored apot All accmcd united hy one common aeration, 
and aided each other in fulfilling tho duties of their toco 
tbn. The aietcra found ample employment in their apiritual 
aad domcatic aflain, in the inatruction of youth and the 
care of tho aiok. The aeholaatic exorciaoa demended aa yet 
hut a small portion of their time, aa the narrow apace to which 
they were confined rendered It impoaaiblo to conduct a 
Bchool, properly ao oalkd. The only ^aaa held at thia time 
oooaiatod of the two boarden who had followed Mother 
8eton from Baltimore, and her three daughters. But^ inde- 
pendently of this, tho aiatora found auficient scope for the 
bxcretse of their industry in the rariety of doaseatie employ- 
ments which a community neccaaarily proaenta, while their 
charity waa called into roquiaitioB hy acTeral fomiliea in tho 
Ticinity that wero afflicted with aickneas. Eren when her 
own house waa filled with patienta suffering from tho foil 
foTor, the seal and charity of Mother 8etoo did not with- 
hold from othen the Taluahle aonricca of hor apiritual daugh- 
ters. The BcT. Mr. Dubois, chaplain of the sisterhood, colo- 
bratod maas crery day in its humble chapel; and on 8u»- 
daya, after the early aenrice at St. Joseph's, ho officialed 
either In the Tillage church or that on the mountain. It 
waa euatomary for tho sisten to sttend this late aorTiee^-~« 
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•bmuutUnoo which eouirihtttod miieh to tho honor of itu4 
gioa, bj tho odifjtng czamplo whioh ihej diaplajod on their 
vaj to tho ohnreh, reeiting a pari of tho Booarjr, and in tho 
holj plaeo aiiiaitng with piotyand rooolloetion at tho dirino 
ofioo. Thoj alao rondorod important aariatanoo oa moh 
ooeaaiona, in dooorating tho nnctnaiy of roligton and pcr- 
fonning tho dniioaof tho ohoir. Bnt thoro waa another oii^ 
enmalancc oonneetod with thoir Snndaj rbita to tho monn' 
tain, whioh dcaorroa to bo apoeiallj rocoided. Altor tho 
morning ooromonj, thoj and tho jonng ladioa nndor thoir 
ohaige would aaaomblo at a pUoo oallod tho '' Oroito/' whoac 
aMoebtiooB aro aaorod in tho roodllooiion of all who' eror 
firoqnontod that intoroating apot. Tho grotto waa a roman« 
lio part of tho moantaini a little aboro tho aominaiy, where 
nature di^ajed itaelf in all ita mde and pictaroaqno beantj. 
Huge roehai orergrown with moaa, and projecting oror a 
laTino whore a ciTital atream gurglod down the hill in thc^ 
midal of denae foliage and wild flowers of rariona hnoa^— 
aneh were the atoraotiona that had made it a fiirorito roaort 
Herei loo^ the hind of piotj had phnted tho oroaa— tho ajm* 
bol of ourredenipiioni — and erected tho image of her who \b 
Jnatlj at/led tte Help of Chriatiana. Here would Mother 
Soton, before taking the aimple repeat with her little band» 
Infoko tho dlTino bleaaingy by rooiting the ''eantiolo of tho 
three ehildren;" and none thai erer witneaaed it could oror 
iNgoi the tones of thai rolee and tho forror of thai heart 
whiehi in tho midai of tho wOd aoonery of natnro, ealled 
mptm all oreaioroa to bless and magnifj their Creator. 

Ohriatbn mortification waa a charaetoriatio feature of the 
aiaisriiood; and, from the deacripiion whioh Mother Gkston 
has giren of it^ we maj infer that iti inmaiea had began in 
eameal to kb^r ai the work of their aanetification. «So 
eameal waa eVery heart," aho sajs, "thai carrot-ooieo, aali 
feik| and bnitermOki aoomod jei too good a liTing.'' One 
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of the aistora wlio had lired in caac bcfuru licr ittlioinenl 
Ibm iho world ia thns tpoken of in a Icttor writton from 8i. 
Joseph's ai thia timet— "She ia making fine prograss in tho 
patha of penance, and drinka carroi-coflce with as good a 
gnoo as if she had boon used to mortification all her life, 
and takea dry bread at breakfast as if it waa roallj her ohoiee. 
Beaides, her cloqvcnt iongne has a continual crobaigo on it, 
sxcepi in rooroation; and thia la no email penance, jou maj 
auppose, to us aU." Tho contracted residence of the aistera 
not allowing them to eonduet a achool which would afford tho 
means of support, and tho funda of the house being cntiiclj 
abaorbed bj the purchase and improromont of the property, 
iho rorenuo of the institution was not eotnniensunto with 
the ezpondituro required for so numerous a fiimily; and, 
owing to theae ciroumstancea, tho community were at fiisi 
reduced to a Tory deatituto condition. For this reason, a 
boTorage was raanufnctured from carrots, to supply the phico 
of eoiroo, and waa swcetoned with miibisBcs. The biead 
tiHoil by tho sistors was made of rye, and of the coarsest do- 
soripiion. "For many montho," writca one of the com- 
munity, "wo were ao reduced that we odon did not know 
where tho next day*s meal would come from." On Chriai. 
inaa-day they cooaidered themselves fortunato in baring 
aome amoked herrings for thoir dinner and a spoonful of mo- 
lasses for each. But these prifstions, far from being unao- 
eeptable to the aiaters, were welcomed as marks of tho dirino 
protection; and thc^ ried with each other in making lighi 
of the ineonrcniencea they had to auffcr. Mother Seton, 
notwithatanding tho difliculties to bo encountored, seemed 
to bo the more rejoiced thst the Son of Ood found her com- 
munity woHhy of sharing his cross. Oaen, in a kind of 
transport, she wouM exclsim, her arms extended toward 

heaven, " Oh, my sisters I let us h»ve him : let us erer be ready 
for hia holy will. He is our father. Oh, when we ahall be 
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In <mr dew oioroliy, ibon wo wffl know tho n\w of luf. 
feriiig liero bolowr Sho now ooMod to inciikito to bor 
iplritnd daaghlon Uio duty of Muietifjtng Ui«r Mmbi tiid 
ftliiif proptfing llioiMblTOi for any good work lo wbioh it 
wo«ld pletM Ood to cmpkyy tkcmj Imt, knowing woll tlni 
tbcy could beeomo worthy instnimonta of the dirino good- 
non only by tn entire diaongagement from tbemselrot and 
thft wofW, tbe endoRTored, both by word and example, to in- 
•plre ihem with a sineere kwo for the efo« of Chriat Nor 
wofo opportttniUei wanting for tho generous pmetiee of self- 
denial, aa the pfoeeding narratire shows and as will appear 
still more from the soqvel. 

Bttt, in the midst of many trials, the commnnify of 8f 
Joseph's presented abnndnnt sources of consolation, among 
which tho admission of Miss Harriet Scton into the Catho- 
lic Church is dcserring of partieukr notice. We hare seen 
that this young Udy, convinced of the truth, formed the 
generous resolution of embracing it, despite the formidable 
diflUcuiaes which such a step would naturally creato on the 
psrt of her reUtives and friends abroad. From the mo- 
ment aho resolved upon it, her whole aim was to prepare 
hersdf for a woKhy reception of the sacraments. Bvciy 
means of promoting her spiritual wdfaro was sot to prolt. 
She Joined the sisters of St Joseph's in all their exercises 
with a most cheerful grace, and united with them In tho 
Meat common labors, bearing the hardahips of their living 
as If die had always been accustomed to it But, aa tho 
b«ppy day approached on which she was to seal her eonse- 
oration to tho service of God by a first union with Jesus 
Ohrisi in the sacrament of his love, her soul was filled 
with hdy rspturcs, and tho joy which she felt displayed 
itself vi8it»ly in her aident seal to adorn the altar (or thai 
bkwod orrtiinn liwasthefestavalof Our Lady of Mercy,— 
tho 24th of September, -* . . ., v. *. i._ 
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and of lively joy to tho whole community, but paHiculariy 
to Mother Scton. The following sentiments, which she 
penned ou the same day, will better illustiato the sbto of 
her mind than any words of description. "Is it so, my 
Jesus I source of aU ddtght f Have I thb day reocivcd you 
into my heart f— a thought too ecsUUe; a tbouglit roplete 
with the purest, the most celestial happiness I Is it so f 
J#«us, my all, has condescended to enter my unworthy breast, 
to converse with me, to call mo hia own I Ho will no longer 
permit me to be a stray sheep ; he has Uken me on hin 
shouMers, and carried me homo to repose In peace on bin 
divine bosom. Etemsl praises and thanksgivings would 
come short of what I would wish to render to him fur all 
his mercies in calling me to his hdy Cathdie Chnroh, the 
only true faith. Oh, may this day of heavenly happiness be 
marked in heaven, — this day on which my fervent and firm 
Nidutions to remain until death therein were acalcd and 
^pied by his precious body and blood I May I ever find in 
hia adorable sacrament the same srdent desire, the same 
fervent wish, to be for etomity united to Jesus!" 

To consolidate this happiness by setting to profit the 
opportunities which she enjoyed in 4ie sditude of St Jo. 
ioph's Yalley, die sdieitcd from her friends in New Voric a 
further kavo of absence thsn had at first been obtained 
Her io<iuest, however, not being granted, she took occasion 
to urge it still more fordbly upon their favorable considera. 
tioB. In a letter to a married sister, whom she viewed in 
tho light of a mother, she says, "Your long^xpccted letter, 
my bdovod mother, haa at length arrived, but, with it, not, 
u I fcad fondly antieipatod, a complianee with the wish I 
had recently expressed,— an Intention, I thought, very far 
tnm displeadng or giving you the smallest pain, and one 
whieh| tnm the very particular and critical situation of our 
dear Ocdlk's health, might naturally be expected. But, 
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widi mj vsmI linocritj oa all oeotiioM with jm, I mrnif 
•od feel it mj moBi saerod dttlj to tcU jon that, nneo 1117 
eteenee from Qreonhilli* that nrohitioii of aootlDieDt jo« 
ii all probaUlitj feared — a fear of wkieli no part of tlie 
fiuailji I Miere, were direeted at the time of mj learing home 
— haa afroadj taken pbee. I hate united mjaolf to Cecilia 
bj another tie, atnmger that any that orer linked oar 
hearte before,— the Mered tie of rdtjitm. A nnion of aonti* 
ment on thia point| I feel T017 eonfident, will meet with 
manj leproaehea from all thoae so dear to mj heart; bvt, 
after enee ezpcrieneing the fvll .conyietion of haying acted, 
Bot| u manj maj think, from the thoaghtlcn enpriee of the 
mom en t or nnder the iniuence of penroaaion, hnt in con* 
fermitj'to the irrmiitihle eonviction of that monitor within 
whieh foroiblj led me to the step I hare taken, all that 
can or doea follow will be inraflioient to shake mj firm re- 
iolitioo to adhere to it My moUvca are known to Ood 
ahme^ in wheae power onlj it la to derclop the aeeret inten- 
thwa of the heart Under the existing eanscs, then, I think, 
eombining all eirenmstaneos, jon will eonaent to gratify mj 
wnh of remaining where I am. Mj affection and attach- 
ment for jon ean end but with my life. A happiec day 
may eome, when I shall haye an opportnnity of dtsekmng 
the eitent of it" 8he then alladeB to her matrimonial en> 
yigoment with Dr. Barclay Bayloy, and ezprossos her d^ 
termination to fulfil it, proyided his sentiments toward her 
be not altered by her eonyersion to Gatholioity. "Shonlo 
iieh a change, howeyer, take plaoe, I shall endeayor," aho 
says, '' to seek my peace and happinem where I cannot be 
dtaappointod." 

We haye placed this letter before the reader to show the 
bylneiUe coihagc with which Miss Seton nonred herself 
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igainst eyery opposition to the step die had uiken. Home 
and kindred, the fayor of friends, the pleaaniec of ihe world,-— 
an were aeoonnted aa nothing, so far as they eonfiicted with 
the one thing noeeaMiy^-the salyation el her aovl. She 
wonld rather be dononneed in the company of trao bolieyen 
and endnre the hardships and priyations which the hnmble 
cot of 8t Joseph's then imposed, than, at the sacrifice of her 
interior peace, shine in the gay eiroles of the wurld or taste 
of its fosdnating bat dchisiye Joys. In this generons re- 
sdye she was doaUy oonflrmed by the gmoc of that inyigor- 
ating aaeramcnt in which the Holy Ohoat with hia manifold 
gifts descends into the Christian sonl. This happiness she 
enjoyed on the 20th of October, when Bishop Carroll honored 
8t Joseph's sisterhood with a firat yisit and administered 
the holy rite of confirmation. Additional light and cnerysy 
eoaki not hare boon more opportondy imparted to this 
yoang and fonrent conrert ; for no sooner did tlie intelli- 
gonoe ef her nnion with the Cathdie Chnreh reach New 
York than ahe became an object of censure and peniecatiiin, 
while no smdl share of the droadfnl misehier was attribated 
to the "dren ydee*' of Mother Seton. The repreaehfnl 
letters of her firienda and the learned ones of eontreyertist^ 
were darted apon her; but, eqaally reganlkM of the impo- 
Utions cast npon her sincerity and npon her wisdom, she 
only looked forward to the "anpornd prise," atriying, by a 
freqaent q>praaeh of the menments and by cxereising eyery 
mark of fiuthfnl aools, to prepare herself for the rewards of 
eternal life. .8he soon became ripe for hcayen. Daring the 
antmnn and winter of 1800, the sisterhood of St Joseph's 
waa aeyerely tried b^ dekncss m well aa priyation,— an eyent 
whieh the cantioos obaeryer eadly anticipated. Bishop Cbr- 
rdl, writing to Mother Seton in the beginning of Noyember, 
remarka >-— " I cannot refiect with patience on year dtaathm 
and that of yoor dear dsters for this winter: for Mr. Dn- 
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boMfg mjB jfm otniioi go into your new hooao iiU the now 
y«nr, And mm\j iluii is no timo to remove. I HopO nnd 
trvet tknt, eontrtiy to tho appeunneo of your open nnd in- 
eontonieni houM, jfou may not tnj of you got joor doRtbe," 
Whether this cinmrnstsnee eontrilmtod or not to the genera- 
Hoo of disease, the sisterhood was for seyeral months an 
inirmaij. Among the patients was Mother Scton's eldest 
•on, who, having heen seiiod with a nenroos fever, was sen! 
to St Joseph's, to he nnrwd under the immodiate eye ol 
his hmng parent But, with the scant aoooromodaUons of 
the house, it was next to impossible to provide the sufforinR 
hoy with the eonvenienocs which his situation required. 
Aftorwafd he became so ill that the last rites of religion were 
administered to dispose him for a happy death. His decease 
being momentorily eipectod, the sisters wore already pre- 
paring for the imue of such an event, and his aunt llamct 
assisted in arranging the shroud : but it pleased God to re- 
ilore the health of the child, and the shroud destined for 
him shortly after enclosed the earthly remains of her who 
had made it AVhilo attending with unremiUing care at the 
bedside of her invalid sister Cecilia, she was seised with a 
violent fever which soon brought her to the verge of the 
l^ve. Such were the amiable qualiUos and shining virtues 
of Miis Harriet Scton, that she had become endeared to every 
member of the community; but on the bod of sickness her 
eminent piety shone forth with a lustre which oxcitod the 
admiration of all around her. When fever parehed her 
burning lips, when the throbbings of the temple indicated 
tha intense suflerings of the head, when insensible as it were 
to every thing else, speak but of Ood, of heaven, of otomity, 
and her sinking faculties seemed to revive. To the last she 
manifested a great eonfidenee in the intercession of Mary, 
\u whose honor she wore the holy scapular : but her devotion 
to the bicwsd merament of the altar was of the most lively 



/ .'. 



MBS. B. A. tSTOir. 



250 



and ardent deseription. Since her irst eoromunion she hnd 
roeeived weekly, and sometimes oflener, this bread of an- 
gels, and during her sickness it was a souroo of unspeakable 
Joy to her heart Even in the moments of delirium produced 
by infbunmation of the bnin, all her thoughts seemed to be 
engrossed by that divine object $ and the last si;^ of remain- 
ing life and reason thst she exhibited was an effort to join 
the sisters in a hymn at the benediction. She then sank 
into a stupor, fVom which she passed to tlie sleep of death on 
the 22d of December. The following day her precious re- 
mains were convoyed, amid the tears and prayers of her 
companions, to the silent woods, Ad deposited in the very 
spot which she herBcIf had chosen. l>arin;( the preceding; 
summer, Mother Scton had one day invited the sisters to 
take a walk and select a pbee for a cometeiy. Miss Ha^ 
riot Soton accompanied them. Some designated ooe.spoi, 
some another; but the attention of Bliss Scton was arrested 
by a large oak-tree before her, and, having an apple in her 
hand, she playfully threw it against the tree, saying, in a loud 
tone of voice, '< This is my spot" Her wordM were prodiet- 
ive; in four months she reposed there, the " imi-fruits of 
them who sleep" in St Joseph's Valley. 

Though the decease of her cherished sister was a severe 
trial to Mother Scton, ahe derived abundant eonsobtion 
from her lively faith, which viewed the alBietions diqiensod 
by the hand of Ood as evidences of his special favor and pro- 
teetion. She also found, in the particular interest manifested 
for her and those sround her by the most pious and respeet- 
ablo eoelesiastics in the country, a support to her fortitude 
and increased encouragement to persevere in the paths of 
Christian perfection. << As you are happy enough," writes 
the Bev. Anthony Kohlman, then in New York, <'to take 
youf many trials in that light in which the saints considered 
them, as great favors of your divine llridegmom,— hm, instead 
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if WAToringai theio ropoalod t^nken, jfoa fool jfoar oosngii 
lieiMMdi jour oonfldonoo iti«iigUioned| and jroor loro to 
Ood Mora and moro inllamod,— wt Imto groai ronfon to id- 
aivi tad pnlio Um tmiablo eooduoi of tlie Aliuiglitj, whoi 
■• Mj Jdb mjMf trios hia laithAil aonranta ao admirablj. 
la Um ojroa of Ao mwiao tboj aoom to bo aiHiotod anto 
doathi whilo Aoir aoula ara in poaoo and abounding with 
oonaoktioB. If Ao anddoa doparluro of Ilarriot illod «• 
wiA griof| my Joji I moai oonfoaHy waa no loai in eonaidorini^ 
Aal bap[i]r (rtato of fonror and Ioyo in wbioh Joma pnllod 
Mb bb bdoTod apooao to bla otomal onbraooa." Janiiaiy 
17| 1810. «Wbat a hi^ doaibl'' oxolaima Ao Ror. Mr. 
OlMToma, alluding to Ao aamo OToni: "maj mj UaA ond 
bo liko beii I Ovr ponanoo ia to bo approeiatod lalhor by 
llB fonror Aan bj Ao bmgA of iimo. Sbe wbo ' lorod muob' 
boeaoM In a monentaaaini and Ao friond of Joraa. • • • I 
look npon joar iriabi difloultioai &o. aa Ao atamp of dtviito 
finror and protootion npon jour oatabliabmonl. llomoniber 
St Tboreaa, 8i. Fraaoea Cbaatol| fto. Lilco Acm, I bopo 
yon will boooaio ninto, and Ao moAon of man/ aainta." 
Jaanaiy 24, 1810. MoAor Setoa roooived loUcn of a 
aiaiilar import from Biabop Carroll and othor mombera of 
tbo elorgj; but tbat of Rot. Jobn B. Darid, wbo bad Aon 
booono oAoiallj oonnoetod wiA tbo aiatorbood in tbo cnpa- 
oitj of oeokabMtleal aoporior, doaonroa apooial noiioOi u woll 
oa Ab aoeoant u for tbo adiid and ozeellonl adrioo wbioh 
H oonlaina. "OroaMa, priTatlona, and afflictiona, aoom to bo 
tbo lot wbiob our bloned Lord baa apportionod for jonr aovl. 
Ooarago, my dear nK»AorS Aoao aro Ao prooiooa Jowela 
wiA wbiob tbo DiTino Spouao ia ploaaod to adorn bb brido. 
Tbij aro t^ moat Talnabb oamoat of bb Ioto and tbo 
iwoot pbdgea of bb fntora liboralitlea. Ovr doar Ilarriot 
fa Bot doad, bttt liToa to bor Ood. In bmonting hor loaa for 
la, T eanaot forbear looking vpon bor death aa a bappj 
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d^S^I^'i ^'^:'«*»«ormaandd««goiabahonoi 
iSrt^ """^ •"""*'"'"*• ^ • ^^^'^^ ^^ would C 
I? ^. ^ "• "^^ *^^ «i«oarthablo, but alwava Se 

ZL^^T^T '^' '^'"^ ^^-'"^ "^ ^ *»H, a,.lo Z 

WiA J 1^ ? "^ *J.' ^ '' ^* *^* '"^ »^ »«f-" than, 
Hal Jt^ "^7 w " ^ '^'^' ^" ^"«^ ""J • run « 

yil^J^^^'Z^"^."^^^ bo plo«HMi to onbln. The aoul 

tol Jr.i '''' ^^"•««''*«H>idlng to Ab w^of^r J^ 
toaboloijod apouao of bb: -Tako ea« of mo and I wIiTS 
«wo. "owprociouaarotbofruitaofthbreaiimationl It 

a'^ro I*^"^^^^^ 

Sio sSJ™^^^ IWborSS, 

.ISli r !"" **^ "''''^"* maxim, which MoAor Solon 

it^l.*" ^ "^^ ^"^ '' ""^ ^' consUnUj^t^^ 

whbb abo bad to oontond wlA, aho found poipotuS ^ 

•Ion. for Ao prucUoo and cultiTation of thb ncccTry rirtuo. 

Tbo now houao which bad boon undcrtokon for 7ho m^ 

•dtanood to allow thorn to oocupj at baat a part of it; Ac; 
rr^^,^^^ « tbo 20A of Fobruaiy, iSo. ft^T 

bnWng tho main ontmueo oqnidbiant fVmn Ao twoomfa 
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Al Um outorn oxtrciiiitjr a inuin kitcbon wm attftebed to it| 
•■d on tbe wosi wiw another addition for ibo porpoee of a 
aanoliaiyy aaoriaty, aiid an apartment where strangen oould 
anal at mam, facing one end of the sanctnaiy. The choifi 
wkero the oommunitjr hoard mass and performed other do- 
TOliona, waa immcdiatoljr in front of the altar, and by means 
•f a folding-door oould be united with or aeparated from it 
ai tbe oeeaiion roqnirod. The blessed Sacrament was eon- 
tejod fnm ita former locality to its more worthy bnt 
bwnble receptacle, with all the solemnity which circnmstanccft 
permitted, the Ber. Mr. Dubois oflicbting, and the sistcn 
walking in procession, with hearts joyfully npUftod to God. 
who was leading them another step In their way to useful* 
•esa. The newly-constructed sanetuaiy could boast of no 
rieb deoorations ; but there wm a beauty of rirtue and a 
fragrance of derotion that adorned its precincts and made it 
loTtly in the eyes of the Almighty. " So poor was tbe liUle 
altar,'' aays a cotomporary witness, " that ita chief omamenta 
wm a framed portrait of our dear Tledeemer, which Mother 
had brought with ber from New York, ber own liUle siWer 
easdloatieka, some wild hiurol, paper flowers, &c. : yet, what 
n happy, happy company, far from the busy, bustling scenes 
•f a miscfable, fiiitlilcss world 1" In front of tbe alUr wero 
iMoibed those significant words of our Saviour :— " This b 
ay oommand, that you bre one another." The sisters, being 
MW prorided with tbe necessary accommodations for tbe 
oonunencement of a day-school, opened a course of instme- 
Ikma on tbe 22d of February, many pupils baring been re- 
eaifod from the Tilbgo and surrounding oountry. In the 
•dMalion of youth they wero diroeted by tbe auperion to 
abi ebiefly at, tbe Inculcation of piety and sound norab, 
Iboogb seeubr^^eaming was not to be negleeted. We bare 
MOB tbal Mother Seton bad pbeed ber community in a spo- 
alil manner under tbe pstronage of St Joseph, tbe patron 
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of tlieeo who aro ebai^god with the caro an 1 inj^lruction of 
youth. For thb resson she desired that, in commencing tbe 
duties of tbe aisterbood in the new rc9idcnce, the moro 
ademn inrocation of tbe dirine bbviin;; upon tbe undertake 
ing should take place under hb auspices; and accordingly 
the first high mass chanted in the brgo chapel was celebrated 
on 1 b festiyal, the 10th of Maroh, 1810. 

But her attention to the detaib of the institution was 
soon dirided by the increasing illness of her sistcr-in-bw 
Ceeilb, whoso health had but temporarily improred since 
her arriTal in the Tieinity of Emmcttsburg. Thb beroie 
young bdy, who bad exhibited in her convcivion a piety, 
wisdom, and intrepidity seldom equalled in maturor yean, 
had always ardently desired to embrace a life of religious 
seclusion, and when Proridenee afforded her an opportunity 
of joining Mother Seton, she was determined to remain 
with her, expecting, as she said, " not a life of ease and 
pleasure, but a life of penance and humilbtion.'' 

Her anticipations wero fully realised ; for the porerty of 
the institution to whioh she had attaelied herself, with her 
continual sufferings, afforded her constant oeeasions for the 
prsctiee of Christbn sclf-denbl. The following sentiments 
which she wrote in sercral letters to one of her spiritual 
directors, only a short time belbre ber death, will exhibit a 
true picture of ber soul. 

"FebniMy 1, 181S. 

"Thb day, my dearest fiither, I am filled with tbe idea 
that I shall not see tbe «nd of thb month. They tell mo I 
am roeorering ; I think the remainder of my exile will bo 
feiy short,— blessed be God I— yet, strange to tell, I am 
mdaneboly and sad. • I long for the moment when thb 
mortal part ahall be dbsoWed, and the soul will rest in the 
bosom of ita God. Yet I fear the approaching moment. 
Why b it aof Because I know judgment must follow 
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tetL If the niiitt tbonwolFOf lo maeh foarod tbo irilm- 
m1i wbai mwi /do? Yoa will loll moi ihoj confided ii 
llio morqj of Uioir Ood. Oh, wm it not for tho oonfidonec 
with which my Jons inspira mtf what would become of 
Me f Oftonttmoi I behold nothing but darknen and gleon 
befofo me ; 'tis then that the aonl clingi cloao to onr Adored 
—more eloaelj than CFor/' 

« The month of Febmary past, and my tottering frame 
, atiU stands; bat whenee this ohangef With a cheerfnl 
heart I fed mjself crciy day got weaker, and fed happy 
In the Idea that a few weeks must end it all. What nqw is 
all the world to me f It Tanishes like smoke. Night or day, 
sunshine or rain — 'tis all one to mo. My eyes are fixed on 
the eternal day; pain has become my rest, and my nights 
ncTcr more sweetly passed than when rostlen and nneasy. 
Dearest Lord 1 how good yoa are to me ; yon bare indeed 
lieard my pra ye r dways to lot me snffor for yon, that so I 
may ozf^te my offbneos ; and when the hour of death diall 
come I may pass immediately ftom thb world Into thy arms 
of mercy. Oh^ how proeioos now is CTcry hoar of my 
time ! Not an instant sliall bo losi Every tboogbti word, 
and actioni shdl tend to the one pdnt. And how nngratefnl 
I shoold be to my meroifal Creator did I not devote to hinii 
to the nttermost of my power, the short remainder of my 
lifCi whieh| most probably, will bo bat a few weeks longer t 

" Since the hst aoconnts to my dearest Father, the son! 
has tasted more peace than it has sinoe onr darling Harriet 
has gone. Death has no longer a frightfd sppearanee. 1 
can now meditate on it with the greatest oomposnre; my 
ddlj pains I fed honriy more proeioas, thongh sometimes I 
gel wearied, and cren wish to be rdeased ; yet I find, in m j 
serorasl pains, that I fenrently pray oar Jiord to give me 
sun mere, and parify and prepare me for himsdf. I cai« 
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not hdp thinking, from tho natare el my compbint, that 1 
am iasi approaching toward the end of my exile; the pil« 
griniage lus been wearisome, the moantdn very hard lo 
dimb these few months past, which only nukes me long 
more ardently for the haven of rest Bat shall I ever reach 
that port r Maj there not bo some sins yet nncxpiajted f 
If so, [ trnst oar Jesos will shed a ray of bis divine light 
in my unworthy bosom. Before the arrival of that hour 
donbts and fears will arise ; but Jesos speaks peace and 
comfort I cannot express to my sours Father my longing 
desires for the Hdy Communbn. I recdve as often as 
the siston, but I seem to dcdre still more ; and days Ihnt 
[ do not recdve him I am not the same croaturol I have 
much more eomfort in my communions than formeriy. 
According to our necomitics he gives. Death and eternity 
ever before me I Why is ft so f Because thou, dearest 
Lord, givest me some pain, some bodily uncasincM, lo re* 
mind me of the dightncss of that thread whioh holds my 
existence. Was it always so f Once you saw my weakness, 
•nd pitied it You have made me see, dear Lord, the vanity 
sf all human things. I now truly feel thb life a weary pil* 
grimage, and long for the hour when my mortal part shall 
be dissdved and I shall bo at rest Cut and crucify thb 
dnful body hero; here let it pay the penahy that b due; 
but oh, my Jesus, spare me hereafter !-— at the honr of death 
eomfort and roeeive mo I" 

In the second week of April, by the roooniwendaUon of 
the physicbns, sister Cecilia Rdon was conveyed to Balti- 
moro by Mother Scion, accompanied by her eldest (laughter 
and pne of tho community. It was thought that a change 
of dr and better opportunities of medied advice might 
pijove beneficid; but, toward the end of the month, she 
caUly yielded her soul into the hands qf Ood, the adicira- 
lion of dl who knew her, for the many brillbnt virtues and 




SOO tni Liri or 

■iiii*blo i]u>litici vkicb iho possessed. Her remains were 
condncted bj » proocttioa of the rlcr^i foUowod bj ■ 
numerous eoncourec of p«noiis, to tho Dbnpcl of 8t. Mary's 
Seiiiiiurj, when • solemn nan of rcqaiem wm cclcbrato] 
for her repose ; mi, after the ccrcmonj, Mother Scton, with 
ibo BoT. Mr. CtoriTicTO and tbo iiiatGr wbo bad ucoiupuicd 
her to Baltimore, act out immediately far Gmmcttsbarg, (o 
convcj tho bodj of her bclorcd tclatiTO to ila Boal rcsting- 
ptkoo in St. Joseph's Vnltcy. It wag dcpoaita] in that lonclj 
spot on the 80th of tho month. If nntnro grieved at tho 
Ion of ono M dearlj chorlshcd, faith rejoiced nt tho hoppj 
OTCDt. The death of bor two eistcra-in-liiw, who were m 
tho dearer part of Mother Sclon'a eiiFleoM, bccama for hor 
a aovrce of holjjoj; inasmnch as she saw tbcm sheltered 
from many dangers that would bave been unaroidablo in 
their aitoation, if they bad been obliged to return among 
their kindmd, or oToa had they remained with her to pass 
through tho trials of peniCTCnnro ta which they would hava 
bocn BubJDctod. Sho thus speaks of them ta writing to a 
l*n)l«itant friend : — " Dearest Harriet and my angel Cooil 
deep ID tho wood close boride mo. The children, and many 
of our good sisters, to whom they were mueh attached, hsTO 
planted their graves with wild-flowers, and tbo liltio en- 
closnro which oontains them is tho dearest spot to mo on 
earth. I do not mlia them half as mneb as you would 
think, as, according to my ninrf notioHi, It seems as if they 
■n) always around mo. At all oTcnts, separation will not bo 
bug." 

Vastly differoDt were tho sentiments which tho departure 
of tbeso two young ladies in tho bloom of life awakened 
among some of tbolr anti-CathoHo friends. 'For them It 
was k soro Toialton, and, In consequence, they visttod 
Hothor Solon with expressions of the strongest indigna- 
tion. According to them she wu " the post of sorloly," » 
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" hypocrite and bigot," boeanM she wodd not, like thena, Mt 
the tyrant over tho eoosdcMes of others; but all this, h 
she obscTTod to a friend, wu " mane to tbo spirit longing 
only (o be conformed to Rim who was deapiscd and nj«cted 
by men." 

Released from her altendanco upon tho aick, Mother 
Bclon applied hcniclf anroniittingly to the dalics of the 
opening school nnd of the apirii«al comronnilj under her 
charge. On tbo I4tlt of May, the first boanling-pdpils were 
roeeivod from Frcdoriok oounly, five in nnmbor, and wcm 
soon followed by others. In Jane, the total number of 
scbolnn at St. Joseph's va* foKy, and befora the cWim of tbo 
year the boarders alone bad iDcrcwed to thirty. The iwititu- 
tion, however, according to its original design, was intended 
nther for the bencBt of tho poorer efaus than for tho ednea- 
tion of the rich; but (bo indcbtedneni of tbo boiiM, and 
tho want of an adequate mpport, rendered the admnsioa 
of the latter unavoidaUe. Aided by cxeellcQt Intorcwcs^ 
Mother Scton oonGncd horsetf priDcipallj to a gcncnl super- 
inlcDdoDce of the acboo), particularly at her focUo bcaltih 
did not permit ber to asaome any labonooa dnij. Ilcr part 
vas to visit the clotsca, to eierciao tbo talent of smiling and 
careming, to give the look of oneouiagement or Kproof, aaj 
in this Way to Inspire both tbo papib and their mistreMU 
with a cheerful seal in (b« performanoa of their rcnpeetira 
dotica. Tho applieationa for admimons Into the dstoAood 
were also froqucnt, and, with tho pnapeeta of Uu ti^ool, 
gave reason to boliovo that tho divine Messing WouM axf 
tinue to attend the inKlitutioa. Hothtn- Scfew Iboa allodd 
to the condition of (ho house toward the end of May, 1810. 
After mcntiouiag soma of the difioaltica she had enooM> 
letod in (ho beginning, abe aays: — "IToii know (he enemy 
of all good will of ooQiw ntake his cndeaVon to iiMmj ItJ 
htt( it Rooma oar Adon>d in, determined on [(a fall aueewL 
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bj Uie eieeOeiii rabjoett ho hai plaeed in it We are now 
iwolTO, and aa nanj again an waiting for admionon. t 
liaTO a TOiji TOiy la^ aohool to iuporiniend erery daj^ and 
the entire eharge of the religious instruction of all the 
oountij round. All applj to the Sistors of Charitj, who 
are night and daj dorotod to the sick and the ignorant 
Our blessed Bishop intends romoring a detachment of us 
to BalttmorSi to perform the same duties there. We hsYe 
here a reiy good house though a log building, and it will 
bo the mother-house and retreat in all cases, as a portion 
of the sisterhood will alwajs remain in it, to keep th^ spin- 
ning, wesTing, knittinf^, and sehool'for eountiy-pcople, rcgn* 
larlj progressing. Our blessed Bbhop is so fond of our 
establishment that it seems to be the darling part of his 
eharge; and thb consoles me for CYcry difficulty or embar- 
raassMnt AH the dergj in America support it by their 
prayon; and there is ereiy hope that it is the seed of an 
immensity of future good. Tou must admire how our Lord 
ahould haye chosen such a one as / to preside orer it, but 
you know he lores to show hie strength in weakness and 
his wisdom in the ignorant; his blessed name be adored 
forsTor I It is in the humble, poor, and hclpkss he delights 
to number his greatest mercies and set them as marks to 
enoourago poof stnneni. 

Tholigh Mother 8eton deemed herself unworthy of the 
station whieh she ttled, the rtpid progress of her institu- 
tion profed that she was fuUy adequate to the offioe thai 
had been assigned her. During the yean 1810 and 1811 
aoToral candidates applied for admission into the sisterhood, 
which steadily increased in numbers, while it continued to 
iourish in the ferrent practioe of the Christian rirtuca 
Of these If other Seton furnished a bright example. A 
spirit of aMyrtitcation, fere of holy porerty, sirici BddUy lo 
ndesi reeolloetion of mind, with a cheerful countenance, 
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shune conspicuously In all her actions. No one coukl risit 
8t JoMiph's House without being edified by the seal and 
regularity which prerailod there. Upon a risit which the 
Bt. BoT. Bishop GhoTcrus made to the valley in Norcmber 
1810, in company with Bishop Kgan, of lliikulclphia, he 
waa aonsibly affected by the spirit of fcrror whieh ho wit 
nessed among the sisters. WriUng to their Mothcr^upo- 
rior shortly after, he aays, " The happy momenta I hare 
spent with you and them are present to my mind, and still 
■wie to my heart I almost cnry their hsppiness and 
yours. I hope their piousoxampio has not boon lost upon 
me." On the other hand, the truly religious spirit of 8t 
Joseph's community was not leas clearly manifested in the 
liToly joy whieh the presence of those excellent prcbtcs in- 
apirod. "I need not teU you," says Mother 8cton, in a 
letter to Archbishop Carroll, "our oonaobUon in rccciring 
the blesied bishops, nor how many benedictions they pourod 
upon us. We hare been roiy aensible of this special faror." 
To Mother Seton the risit of Bishop Chererus was a source 
of peculiar satiaiaction; and the impressions which it awskenod 
may be more eaaily imagined than described. He had been 
her friend and counaoUor boforo and ever ainoe her conror 
aion ; had aided her in Tarioua and important junctures by his 
wise instructions, and still maintained with her a corrc* 
apondenoe in which he manifested the lirclicst interest in the 
welfare of herMlf, her children, and her spiritual daughten. 
But ibis Talued and Tonentcd guide she had nerer seen 
vntil he presented himself at the atsterhood on the occasion 
just mentioned. "No sooner did he make himself known to 
her than she fell upon her knees, seisod his hands, bathing 
them with her tears, and remained in that postuie more than 
Ito minutes, without being able to articulate a word."*<^ 
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Al tkis tine Mother Seton deriyed ilio moil effieienl iiifl 
tnm Uie wIm direeikm of Uie Rer. John B. DtTid, who^ 
vpoB tho retigiiaiioii of Mr. Duhourg, had hecn Appointed 
nporior of Si Jooeph't eommnnit/. Mr. DtTid was horn 
Mtr Angora, in Franco, in 1761, of pioos parents, whoaa 
aameai effbrta wcro directed to his religions edvoaiion. 
Dkaaed tnm his early ehildhood with a diiipomtiott to pietjr, 
and endowed with ezeelleni talents, he rapidly adranoed in 
knowledgo and rirtnc, and passed throagh his collegiate 
ooQiw among the Oratorians with disttngnished sneeon. 
Haying embraeed the eeclesiastieal state, he studied thedogjr 
in Ihe seminaij of Nantes, and aiterward, when a deacon, 
he joined the soeieiy of St Snlpitins. Upon his ordination 
to Uie priesthood, in 1786, he wm employed by his superiora 
in tbo fominaiy of Angers, as a professor of philosophy, 
theology, and Seriptnie; bnt the institntion haring soon been 
eleoed by the rorolationary moTcments, Mr. Darid took 
ahellor in a priTate family, where he lired retired for two 
jmn, and then sailed for the United States in the eoropany 
ofBor.Me8ni.Flagetandlladin,inl703. During the roysgo 
ho q»plied himself to the study of the English hinguage; for 
he made it a rule to be always employed in some useful oo- 
eupatioB. Henee, on hb arrital in this oountry, baring some 
knowledge of Knglbh, he was at once appointed by Bishop 
drroU to the charge of a mission in Maryhuid, where he 
kborod for twelro yean with great assiduity and soeoeas. 
Ho was tho Imi to introdoee among the fiiithful In the 
United States the sshitary pnetiee of spiritual retreats, and 
he found them most effeotual means of rerlTing the spirit 
ef piefy among the membera of his different eongrogations. 
In 1804| Bishop Oarroll named him to a profeasorahip in 
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GooigeUnrn College, whLk |>« ailod with abilU/} and two 
r»n after, ho wu ealled to St. Mary's Semiuair, in BalU- 
more, Mder the dMigo of the Snlpitiana, to which body hii 
Woogod Here he wu laboriowly occupied i. rariow 
offlw of tho iMtitatKHi, and in tho duties of the sacred 
mlDirtiy, when in tho ftll of 1809 he was appointed to snpcr 
intood the spintiul concerns of the rimng community in 

f ^ ^y '7*^- ^'" "•" ««<« »w WM wcM q«liiied by 
hw skiH m the direction of sods and hi. icalfor the strirt 
obMrrwico of discipline. Obedience and simplicity wer» 
points on which he insisted in • special manner in his in. 
•tnwl«»8 to tho siston. They were virtOM in which h. 
excelled himself, and which be was careful to imprc* upon 
aH under hi. ehaige. The second retreat of the eommunity. 
which commenced on tho 8th of October, 1810, was con. 
duetod by him. At this time there were Sftcen memben in 
the sistwhood. Tho foHowing dIrecUon, which he garo to 
Mother Seton, seloctcd from tho few fregmcnis of his imtrae. 
Uons that hBTo been picserrod, may sUll bo read with pre6t. 
•Bd Will perhsps be intorosting to tho«> who now bdomr to 
the society. " I am wny to hear of your being so much 
Indispowd. Undoubtedly, Lent, though not reiy sorere In 
Wicse ow.- wretched times, ought ncrcrthelcn to abate some, 
thing of iU rigun for thoM who are in your caw. Your 
piitor ai-l oonfiMor will proMribo in bis prudeneo what 

your dtuHlonKKiuire., and JdouU net bnt that the low of 
penaneo wHl yield in our dear inflrm sisten to the roico of 
obodlenee, for obedience is bettor than saeriaee. 1 much 
•pprew of tho mailm that complaining is a sort of infidelity 
wbraithasfbr ite principle impalienoe or an aniietyf.; 
rcllof. Hut, on the other side, obedienoe and .ineerity i«. 
quire that infirm .itlon. when asked about their sUto of 
health, shMild Candidly deehn what they suffer, neither add- 
lug threvf h eiaggeratioa, easily suggested by sclf-km 
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uailo eoiumlMnition, dot duuinuhiag throagh a niiseoD- 
odred hauility or nodcstj. I otrocstlj' oxhort ;oa, dear 
Motfa«T, lo OBution your daughlon agnlnat a want of that 
■inocrily, caiidor, iintplicit;, n mucli rccoiuiuondcd to aa in 
the gMpol; and to remind thorn often that the true spirit 
of religion ia a spirit of infuncj, irhicb knoiTS no diiguiao. 
Tt muat bo a mio among tbo sUlen that, whenever tlicj an 
indiapoacd, they do not wait till the; arc atkod, but go aod 
decbro U to thoir Mother, POt b; monacr of complaint, but 
aimply through prodonce and □bcdionoo to tho rule; and, 
irhon qoMtioncd, the; onghl also to aniwor in all DiinpUoit; 
■nd truth."— Fobruarj 28, IBll. A few inonltia after lio 
had written thii letter, 8t. Joeeph'a waa deprived of tiio mlii- 
able aorvicoa of Mr. DaTid, in con»o<iuonco of hia detornii- 
natioQ to follow tho Kt. Rot. Biahop Ftagct, his old friend 
and eompanioa, to his new Gold of labor. Thcj act out 
for Kentucky in the apring of tbat year, MolLor Seton 
haTiDg alwaya relied for dircatioa chiefly upon the wihc 
OOVDiola of Arohbiahop Carroll, aho beonmo alill more tho 
objoot of hii p.ilcmal care now thnt another clinngc in tlio 
gotommont of St. Joaoph'a Huuao hod become nocoamry hy 
tho doparturg of Iter. Mr. David. She had maintained nn 
nulntomiplod oomapODdeaeo with tliat venerable prolate, 
wlio DTincod ft moat lively intcrort for tho happin«uof her> 
•elf, her children, and her community. On thia oceaaion ho 
wrote to bcr aHuring hor of bti continued aolicitudo and of 
bit eameat attention to all that would bo rcqniNlo for the 
"benofit and perfcet oontentmcnt of beiHif and hor into- 
retting family." At thia period, and until the apptuntmont 
of another ecelesiastical nperior, ho assumod a mora parti* 
evlai nperintoDdenao of her affairs, owing to oircumitaDeei 
Uiftt will bo mostioooil in tho Bcquel. 

With tho Income from the achool and tho occaaiooal d»- 
aatkni of ponou frloadly to tbo iiutllulion, St. JoaopU'i 
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lloaat had ao far advaneed *ithotit CBibinMAncnL Aa «• 
hare Men, Mr. Anthony micclii, of Leglwrn, had M MobCV 
heard of the inhtitution undertaken by Mothdr Seton ia 
TlnltimOrc, than he eontflbnted largely lo the fttrtheranee of 
it, directing her at the Nme time to draw without hcdtatioft 
upon hia Bgcnla for any additional aid aho night rC4|nirB. 
An occoaien aoon prcacnted ilaelf fOr another appeal to fclil 
liberality. Itcv. Nicholat Zoechi, an lUlian elergyinan, vho 
wea paalor of Tancytown and vthor placot in Maryknd, 
m» about to visit Italy, and he reqneated Hothor Solon Is 
oxchango a thousand ddbrs with bin for a bill oa her 
frionj in TiOghorn, which alio readily did, harlag need of 
fundi at tho lime ; but, filiring leat iko might hare caleB> 
latcd too maoh upon hii gononmty, aho thus eiprcMc* her 
approhenaiohs:— "It li *]mo«t omIcm to loll yo« that the 
Sen Yerkers have giveo mo up altogether and entirriy. , . , 
I And my name cannot b« mentlonod bobre then. . . . Doca 
it hurt you that I pretsao hard on yon and make no farther 
npplioatioh to them t Co«widdr, how oan I apply to them 
for moans which wouM go to the npport eolj of a religion 
and institution they abhor f—whilo what Ii taken (Voinyeu Is 
promoting your greatest hapjnnen in tliii world and bring- 
ing yon noarcf and nearer to the Adond In llid nexL Bnt, 
again, lot nio repent, if I hare gone too far, atop me ihorl 
furoTcr, if you And It seecaniy, witkmt f«ar of the laast 
wound to tho loul you lore, which reeoivct all fron yvat 
hands as from that of onr Lord, and, whenercr they m«j be 
closed, will knoW that it ia He who ahuls them who nsee all 
for his own glory sa Ho plcoMa. I do not write ^oOr Fi. 
lippo now, «s thia latter will iorro lo aay all lo both— eXMpl 
tho fervency and pttnchniont of ny rery lonl lo ydtt lit 
Christ. May ho be bisaMd and praJMid fonrcrl lloif 
great that sllnchnient is, and with hnw nineh ivwien, ean 
only be known hy one whn ones wa* what I ban been, aan 
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CM «ao«aTe bow gf«A Uic ooDtiMi of p«ii and pn«iii k 

nil is midentood by Him aloocwbo 8»^3^«^»"~ 
utoyoii; for wbicb, I trust, w« win lore, prai«J, and adow 

Afimgb itcniity." Hoihor M^ ^^ ^/^^ f^V^ 
d.3br bor .ppc.1 to Mr. F.liccbi'B conUnucd hboidity. 
Tbc friondiblp of tbii truly CbriHUn Bontlcmtn kiiew jio 
Umn^ no not only bonorod bor dmft upon b.«, but bo 
nmod bor lu tbo moi* pressing tormn to rcpcit bor dominds 
luTy otbor omorgoncy tbst migbt "^^ "C^JT ^^^^^^ 
Monco awy," said bo; "spoiik to y^v ^^^'' ^^\'T''^^^ 
• liitor, tml trurt in tbo Ono wbo knows bow to dotbo sml 
food ibo birds of tbo sir snd msko tbo gmn of tbo oaiib to 
Aim." Tbo progro- of 8t Jo^^Vs si.torbood, .nd tbo 
bonoAts tb«t bogan alroady to «5cruo from it to ~cioty and 
fidigio., woro a souroo of tbo most Kvoly joy to tbo Wrt of 

Mr Fllioobl 5 for bo oould not but fool ^^ «»^«' ?«*J;j 
bad boon rasUy inatrumcntal in aooomplisbing this good 
work. In tbo csUblisbmont tbat bad risen up at St. Jo- 
«pVs bo bobcld tbo bappy fosuHs of bis own iwl and mu. 

nifioonoo, to wbiob ibo Almigbty bad 5«pstiod • to^ 
blosriug. Sucb was tbo tIow of it wbicb Motbor Scton 
•iM ontorUinod. In wriUng to blm, sbo would «^ "rray 
for jour own work, tbal It may bo orowncd at last But 

no bnguago oan oxprcs ibo boartfoH J^*«^«^r'*^,^^^ 
sbo fooallod tbo numorous and signal fofon wbicb sbo bad 
teoolTod at tba bands of tbo MesBis. Filicobi. Sbolookod 
tpoB tbom as frionds wboso bonofoctions oouM noror bo 
•Gently repaid. Wo migbt infer ibis from tbo porUons 
of bor ksttoif already citod; but tbo foltewing will sbow thai 
bor gratitude was of tbo most pwotloal obaraotor, and that 
MtWng was omitted on bor part to draw an abundant bless 

kg and reward upon those true frionds wbo norer woanei 
la well-doing. '* 



^My doari a thousand times dear, Antonio, you eannot 
OTon guess my joy to bear once more of you and your most 
dear ones; that our Filippo, for whom so often the sighs 
and aspirations of regret and desire for bis rest and repose 
bare aseended, and so many eommupions of gratitude and 
affeetioQ bare been offered, (fully eonrineed that be was no 
longer with you,) to bear not only tbat be is alirc, but cor* 
tainly roeororing, and tbat neitlier of you are angry with 
the poor little sister or bare thougbt of renouncing her. 
Ob, what true and heartfelt eomfort and blcming is this, to 
eomparo with tbo many acts of resignation I bate been con« 
stantly making, not only of your precious life in the dangers 
of your sitoation, but of that friendship and protection 
wbiob b our only earthly peasession. . . . Dearest and most 
generous of M hearts, jfoar possessions will ncTer, nerer 
foil. ... It you have reeeired no other letters than those 
you mention, you do not perhaps know of the bappy conrer- 
sion and subsequent death of our Harriet Seton. Cecilia's 
death Mr. Zoechi must bare mentbned particubriy, IIar> 
riet*s was also ereiyway consoling. I have them both lying 
cbse by our dwelling, and there ssy my Te Deum OTCiy 
OTcning. Ob, Antonio, oould you and Filippo know half 
the Messing you have procured us all I My Anna now treada 
in their steps, and is an eiample of youth, beauty, and grace, 
internally and externally, which must be and b admired as 
a most striking blessing not only to ber mother, but to many. 
My two littb girb are roiy good, and know no other bn- 
guago or thoughts but of senring and loring our dear Lord— 
I do not mean in a religious life, which cannot be judged at 
tbeir age, but of being Hb whercrer they may be. The dis- 
tant hope your letter giYcs tbat there b a possibility of your 
eondng to thb country b a light to my gloomy prospeeta 
for my poor children, — not for tbeir temporal good: our 
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hof^ kMWi I wmUd norer grioro to loo Ihcm cvon boggiti 
if IhqrpoiwrTtaBd pnieUao thoirfidih;---^! their proipoel 
f,^ tto MM rf mj doath it as dosolalo u it can bo, unlets 
ili^ are gitwi «p to their old frionda, which would be almott 
Iheir eertain ndn el principle. I giro all up, jon maj b^ 
aaio, to Him who feeda the birda of heaven, aa jou uj*, but, 
hi the weak and deeajing ttato of nj healthi which ia alroett 
kroken down, eao I kwk at the Ire without tbc fean and 
Ambodingi of > mpthor, whotd only thought or dodre b for 
lUrolenl^f OurMaModChoTorusoeaiodAohtToiuay 
kopM of them whon he eemo to aeo ns ktt winter, and on^ 
eow«ge4 no to boUovo he would do til ho oould for their 
prpteetion. To him aod jvu Filioehi hearts I oommit them 
in thia world. Onr aBoeota id haring obtainod the oont- 
deneo of so maaj rcapeetable parente, who hare eommitled 
the irhiole charge of their ehildron to oa, to the iramber of 
•bcMt flffy, beaidca poor ehildron who hare not moana of 
edMatkw, has euUed ua to get on rery well without debt 
oraaibamsMMat; and I hope onr Adored has aboady done a 
great deal through our estaMishuient. TborercrondSnperier 
of 8t Mary's in Baltimore, who waa onr Srrt director, has 
ffealoadjr a^deaTorad to do a gnoat deal more; but he did 
■el laid mo as ready aa eoororta generally are, as I had to 
Inehjldo the ««aideratiou of my poor ohiMren in my reli 
glcpi ohafadcr, which has greatly pleased and satisfied ouf 
bieved Charerua and Aiehlwhep CarroD, who ia now mora 
py yrofeelor than eror, mora truly attaehod to u^ and, 
Inally, takea the superior ehaigeof our house, whieh at Int 
he had bes t ow e d on another; ao that erery thing I do er 
mI^ eren in points loss material, is and will be soldy di- 
raeted by fheoi. . . . Oh, Filioehi I how is the blessing you 
most lo^ i n tyessed and iaenasing in oi|V wooden bind, aa 
you used to can iti Bleaed, n thousand timea Uemed, bis 
}Dtt ho^ MBM foroveri Tou direct your lettw' to 
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.n1Sr?r "'« '«''«»*«*•' Christian cbSK 
•»d aw father and mother, it wouM bo an earthiipar 

•iMJ old Bony would not covet them, though one of the ■«» 
eloquent and elegant onitoB at the bar of New YoTJS 
-poor Harriet, .«„,, ^„ ^^ why sJc Z^ 

OTciy Catholic hniWIng should bo r.«d ^ the graund^ 
our boose shorUy be pulled about our omu. ThalwSd bo 
odde^HilntheUndoflibeny. WiU you uJlV^ii 
honorad br ..or that my priy^« ^,0 not nowi bo3 

jWdran go to communion ooe. a month, except little St 

^'1 TT"" ' '^~'^^ "^' •«"«'<• '^' '^r motbor'a 
example and mii«c„ce is not wanting to excite evcrrW 

c»t friend. and b«* of ftthe», ihrangh whom the, havor^ 
ccrcd a ,«| life .«, been hraught to the Ught of CiX 
"ghfo. 0" whole fa«Uy,«^.«,^,,2keo^«i 

be oflcrad foryou both, by souls who hare «, hope of kmnr. 

WWrpairi'i^'T eternity, etermty, m^l^ 
WUI I p.. It with you t So much has boon given whieh 

Zr^lLT.^"^' ^' •"" ^ «»«y thingt 
PWoke the adordile hand to withhold from me, Umt I we. 
d«P hopj. for;W, that whieh I forarer ask -"tS^Jir 
-wKuesirodBiTor. If I never write you agrfn fiwu Uj, 
w>rid,pr.yfer.eeontin«dly. If lam heart {.the nex? 
oh, Antonio, what would I not obtain fo, y^/ji "'^ 
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Igr tkt •leoOent nibjoeli ho has plaeed in it Wt are now 
twohro, and ai inaoj again aro waiting ton admiarion. 1 
Imito a Torji TOiy hjfgt achool to raperintend eiefj daj, and 
IIm entira ebargo of tho reKgiona instmetion of all tho 
eonntiy round. All applj to the Sistoia of Cliaiitj, who 
are night and daj dcTotod to tho aick and tho ignorant 
Onr bloond Biahop intenda removing a detachment of oa 
to Bahimorei to perform tho aame dntica there. Wo haro 
here a reiy good hovae though a log hnilding, and it will 
he tho mothor-hovae and retreat in all caacs, as a portion 
of the aiaterhood will alwajs remain in it, to keep th^ apin* 
nlng, weaying, knitting, and aehool'for oountry-poople, rcgn* 
bilj p ro g rea ai ng. Our bleaaod Biahop ia ao fond of our 
eataUiahmont that it acema to he the darling part of his 
eharge; and thia eonaoica me for oroiy diffieultj or omhar- 
nNHBont All the elorgj in America auppert it hj their 
prajen; and there ia eroiy hopo that it ia tho aeed of ah 
Immenaitj of ftitnro good. Tou muat admire how our Lord 
ahouM haTO choaon auch a one aa / to preaido orer it, hut 
jou know ho loTca to ahow hia atrengUi in wcaknoaa and 
hia wiadom in the ignorant; hia Ucaaed name be adored 
ItNUTor I It ia in tho humble, poor, and helplcas he dclighta 
to ttUmbdr hia groateat merciea and act them aa marka to 
ODoourago poof amnera. 

Tho^fh Mother Beton deemed heraelf unworthj of tho 
aCatlon whieh ahe filled, the rapid progroa^ of her inatitu- 
tion proved that aho Waa fullj adequate to the oiBco that 
had been aaaigncd her. During the jreara 1810 and 1811 
aereral caadtdatca applied for admiMion into tho aiaterhood, 
which ateadiljr incrcaacd in numbers, while it continued to 
iouriah ia the fervent practice of the Ghriatian virtuca 
Of theae Blether 8eton furnished a bright example. A 
apirit of morti^tion, love of holj poverty, striei fidolitj to 
ndeii reeolloetion of mind, with a cheerful eountenanoe, 
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ahuoo eonapicuouslj in all her actions. No one couM visit 
St Joaeph'a Houae without being edified bj the leal and 
regulari^ which prevailed there. Upon a visit which the 
Rt. lUv. Biahop Cheverus made to tho valley in November 
1810, in oompanj with Bishop Kgan, of lliiladclphia, he 
waa aonaihlj afiRoetod by the spirit of fervor which ho wit 
neasod among the sisten. Writing to their Mothcr^Supo- 
rior ahortlj after, he aajrs, " The happj momenta I have 
spent with you and them are prcaent to my mind, and atill 
more to my heart I almost envy their happiness and 
youm. I hope their piouaexample haa not boon kat upon 
mo." On the other hand, the truly rcligioua spirit of 8t 
Joseph's community was not less cleariy manifested in the 
lively joy which the presence of those exoollcnt prelates in- 
^rod, «a need not teU you," saya Mother Scton, in a 
letter to Archbiahop Carroll, "our eonaoktion in receiving 
tho bleaaod biabopa, nor how many bonodictiona they poured 
upon ua. We have boon very aensiblo of this special favor." 
To Mother Seton the visit of Bishop Cheverus was a source 
ofpeeuliaraatlafiMsUon; and the impressions which it awakened 
may bo more eaaily imagined than described. He had been 
her friend and counaoUor before and ever ainoe her eonvor 
aion; had aided her in varioua and important junctures by his 
wise inatniotioBa, and atill maintained with her a corro* 
apondenoe in which he manifeated the liveliest interest in tho 
welfare of herself, her children, and her spiritual daughtcn. 
But thia valued and venentod guide aho had never aoen 
untU he prawnted himaelf at the aiaterhood on the oceasion 
just mentioned. "No sooner did he make himaelf known to 
her than ahe fell upon her knees, seised his hands, bathing 
them with her tears, and remained in that posture more than 
five minutes, without being able to arUculato a word."*<^ 
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Al ikfa tlmo Mother ScUm deriTod the moti ofielont M 
inm tbe wko diieetkm of the Rot. John B. DiTid, who, 
WM the raigiMlion of Mr. Duhourg, had been ftppointed 
Mperior of 8t Joeoph'f eomnranity. Mr. DiTid wu born 
mm A«gc«, in Frmnce, in 17G1, of p«^ ptrenti, whoM 
eiiMrt eftnti were directed to his leligionfl educttton. 
Ble«ed fWm hie ctriy childhood with a diiipowtlon to piety, 
■■d endowed with excellent tiJente, he npidly adTanoed in 
knowledge and Tirtuc, and pe»cd through hia collcgia<4? 
eonne inwng the Oratoriani with diBtingoiahcd enccow. 
HftTing embnMcd the eeclewwtical sUte, he studied thedofgr 
In the lemintiy of Nantes, and afterward, when a deacon, 
he joined the society of 8t Snlpltius. Upon his ordination 
to the priesthood, In 1786, he was employed by his superiors 
In the seminaiy of Angeis, as a professor of philosophy, 
iheotogy, and Scrlptwo j but the institution hsTing soon been 
elosed hy the rotehitlonaiy morements, Mr. Darid took 
iheMor in a pri?ate fsniily, whew he liVed roUrod for two 
mil, and then sailed for the United SUtes in the company 
efReT.MessrfcFlsgetsndHadln,inl7a3. During the Toyage 
he implied himself to the study of the English Isngnsge ; for 
he made It a rule to be alwsys empbyed in some useful oo- 
eapathNi. Hence, on hb arrital In this oountiy, hsTlng some 
knowledge of English, he wss at once sppointed by Bishop 
Oatroll to the charge of a mission in Maryland, where he 
kbofcd for twelte years with great assiduity and success. 
He was the fnl to Introduce among the foithful In the 
United States the sahUry practice of spiritual retreats, snd 
he found them most effectual means of roTiving the spirit 
ef plo^ among the memben of his different congregations. 
In ia04, Bishop Oanoll named him to a ptofessorship in 
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Qoofgetown College, whijh he filled with ability; and two 
years after, he was called to St Mary's Seminary, in Balti- 
more, under the chaigo of the Sulpitians, to which body ho 
belonged. Hero he was laboriously occupied in rarious 
offices of the institution, and in the duties of the sacred 
mlnlstiy, when in the fall of 18(K) he was appuiiit4.*d to supers 
intend the spiritual concerns of the rising community in 
St Joseph's Valley. For this office he was well qualified by 
his skill in the direction of souk and his scsl for the strict 
obscrrance of discipline. Obedience and simplicity weiv 
points on which he insisted in a special manner in his In* 
structions to the sisters. They wero Tirtucs in which kn 
excelled himself, and which he was esreful to impress upon 
all under his charge. The second rotreat of the community, 
which commenced on the 8th of October, 1810, was con* 
ducted by him. At this time thcro wero fifteen memben In 
the sisterhood. The following direction, which he gate to 
Mother Seton, selected from the few fragments of his Instruc- 
tions that hare been prcsenrcd, may sti)l be road with profit, 
and will perhaps be interesting to those who now belong to 
the society. " I am sony to hear of your being so much 
IndispoCiMl. Undoubtedly, Lent, though not Tcry serero in 
these ou/ wrotched times, ought ncfcrthckss to abate some- 
thing of its rigors for those who aro in your case. Your 
pastor aid oonfossor will prescribe In his prudence whst 
your situation requires, and t doubt not but that the lo?e of 
penance will yield in our dear infinn sisten to the toIco of 
obedience, for obodience is better than sacrifice. I much 
approve of the maxim that complaining is a sort of infidelity 
when It has for its principle Impatience or an anxiety for 
relief. But, on the other side, obedience and sincerity ro* ' 
quiro that infirm sisters, when asked about their stste of 
health, shuuld tendidly decUro what they suffer, neither add- 
ing throof h exaggeration, easily suggested by sclMoto t^ 
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•zoito eomniisoniiioD, nor ditninisbing throngb a miseon- 
oeiTod hmniliij or modcsij. I eanostlj oxiiori joa, dear 
MoUier, to caoiion jovr daogbton against a want of that 
ainocritj, candor, aimplicitj, ao Divoh rcoommendod to na in 
tlie goapol; and to romind tbom often ibat the tmo spirit 
of rdigion is a spirit of infaneji which knows no disguise. 
It mnst bo a rale among tho sisters that, whenoTcr the/ are 
Indispoood, they do not wsit tiJl thoj are asked, but go and 
dechiro it to their Mother, not by manner of complaint, hot 
simply through pmdonee and obedience to tho rule ; and, 
when questioned, they ought also to answer in all simplicity 
and truth.''— February 28, 1811. A few months after he 
had written this letter, St. Joseph's wss deprircd of the valu- 
able senrices of Mr. Datid, in oonsequcnoo of bis detemii- 
nation to follow tho Rt Rer. Bishop Fhiget, his old friend 
and oompanioB, to his new field of labor. They set out 
for Kentucky in the spring of that year. Mother Scion 
baring always rdicd for direction chiefly upon the wise 
oounseb of Arohbisbop Carron, she became still more the 
objoot of his paternal oaro now that another change in the 
goremment of St. Joseph's House had bccomo neccsnry by 
the departure of Rer. Mr. Datid. She had maintained an 
uninterrupted oorrospondence with that Tcnerablo prelate, 
who eriaeed a most lirely interest for ibe happiness of he^ 
self, her children, and her community. On Uiis ooeasion he 
wrote to her assuring her of his oontinued solicitude and of 
his eamoit attention to all that would be loquisito for the 
''benefit and perfect contentment of herself and her into* 
resting family.'' At this period, and until the appointment 
of anoUier ecclesiastical superior, he assumed a more parti« 
eukr superintendence of her afiaits, owing to eiroumstaneci 
thai will bo meotioned in ibe sequel. 

^ylih the income O^om the school and the occasional i6^ 
MtioBS of pemni friendly to the institution, St. Josopb^s 
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Hotosb had se far advanOcd Without embarrsMlncnt As we 
hate sden, BIr. Anthony Filioohi, of Leghorn, had no Lionel 
heard of the institution undertaken by Blotb^r Seton io 
BaltimOro, than he contributed largely to the ftirthcnnco of 
it^ diMUng her at the same time to draw without hcsitatioO 
UpoUk his agents for any additional aid she might rtM|ttir«. 
An occasion soon presented itself fOr another appeal to bill 
liberaKty. Rot. Nicholas Zocchi, ao lUlian clergyman, who 
was paiAor of Taneytewn and other phiccs in Blaryland, 
aras about to visit Italy, and he requested Blether Seton to 
czebango a thousand dollars with him for a bill on her 
friend in l!«eghom, which she readily did, having need of 
Ainds at the time; but, fearing lest she might have calcu- 
lated too much upon bis generosity, she thus eiprcsscs her 
approhcbsiotos :— « It is almost useless to tell you that the 
New Yorkers have given me up altogether and entinsly. . . 
I find my name cannot be mentioned before them. . . . Does 
it hurt you that I prasso hard ott you and make no further 
applieatiota to them f ConsidOr, how can I apply to them 
for means which would go to thO support only of a itligion 
and institution they abhor f— while what is taken fVoin you is 
promoting your greatest biappiness in this worid and bring. 
Ing you neareV and nearer to the Adoit)d in thO next Dilt, 
again, let md repeat, if I have gone too far, stop me short 
forever, if you find it necessary, without fear Of the least 
wound to tho soul you love, which receives all from your 
hands ss from that of our Lord, and, whenever they may be 
closed, will know thst it is He who shuts tbem who uses all 
for his own glory as He pleases. I do not write jfoter Fi- 
lippo lioW, as this latter will servo tossy all to both— oxeept 
the fervency and attachment of my very soul to yoO iik 
Christ. Blay be be blessed and praised forever I lIoW 
groat that attachment Is, and with hnw much reason, oaH 

only be known by one who one* was what I have been, ami 
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